
A MIDDLE STATES ACCREDITED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

The Monroe Public Schools in collaboration with the members of the community shall ensure that all 
children receive an exemplary education by well-trained committed staff in a safe and orderly 
environment. 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWSLETTER 
 
         December 2012 
Dear Parents, 
 
I cannot believe how quickly this year is flying by. All of our students have been busy in their classrooms. This 
year, in accordance with the HIB law, we are continuing to follow the school rules: Be safe, be respectful, be kind, 
and be responsible. Our students are working to earn rewards for following the school rules and being good 
citizens. Individually, they can earn coupons that are put into a container in their classrooms. At the end of each 
month, three student names from each class are chosen to receive a reward such as lunch with the principal, an Art 
Bonus reward, or a homework pass. In addition, whole classes can earn feathers for their falcons posted outside 
their classrooms. For the month of November, the classes that have earned the “Falcon Trophy” were Ms. Grob, 
Mrs. Villegas, Mrs. DeVito, Mrs. McCloud, Mrs. Fennell, Mrs. Valville and Ms. Varacallo. Congratulations to all 
of our students for making us proud! 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated to our recent fundraisers for Breast Cancer Awareness month, the 
Hurricane Fund and for your food donations for Thanksgiving. The school collected over $400 for the Susan G. 
Komen Foundation and over $1,000 for the Hurricane Sandy New Jersey Relief Fund. 
 
On Wednesday, December 5th to Friday, December 7th, our school will be holding Parent/Teacher Conferences. 
This meeting is an opportunity for parents and teachers to discuss student progress. All students learn differently 
and have their own personalities and work habits. In order to help their students learn best, teachers must know as 
much as they can about their students. No one knows more about your children than you, the parents. Here are 
some suggestions to help you prepare for the meeting: 

• Ask your child if there is anything that he/she would like you to discuss with the teacher. 
• Jot down everything that you want to talk about with the teacher. 
• Arrive promptly or a few minutes early. 
• Be open to suggestions from the teacher. 
• Take notes about what has been discussed and share them with your child. 
• Do not stay beyond your allotted time. 

 
Some good questions to ask are these: 

• What are my child’s best and worst subjects? 
• Is my child working up to his/her ability? 
• Does my child participate in class discussions and activities? 
• What kinds of tests are being done? How does my child handle taking tests? 

 
Remember, we are partners in the education of your child. If you have any questions, about the conference, please 
feel free to contact the teacher or myself. Thank you for your cooperation and continued support. 
 
We would like to take this time to wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Dori L. Alvich 

   VISIT US ON THE INTERNET AT http://www.monroe.k12.nj.us 

http://www.monroe.k12.nj.us/


PICTURE MAKE-UPS 
 
Make up pictures are scheduled for December 14th.  If you wish to have your child’s picture taken, forms are available in 
the main office.  Please tell your child to pick up a form from the main office. 
 
WINTER CONCERT 
 
The winter concert performance will take place on December 18th at 7 pm at the MTMS performing arts center.  On 
Tuesday, December 18th, zero period for all band students will be held at the Monroe Township Middle School 
for rehearsal.  Please drop your students off at the Middle School that morning in front of the performing arts 
center no earlier than 8:30 a.m. BASC students will be transported from Brookside to the Middle School by bus.  Our 
band and chorus students have been working very hard preparing for their performance. 
 
WINTER RECESS 
 
There is a 4-hour session on December 21st.  No lunch is served and dismissal is at 1:05 p.m.  School’s closed from 
December 24th through January 1st.  School re-opens on January 2nd.  Have a wonderful and safe winter recess!   
 
CHORUS – NEW STUDENTS 
 
Any fourth or fifth grade students interested in joining chorus must complete a permission slip and return it to Mrs. 
Griffin by December 20th.  Zero period for fifth grade chorus is Monday and Friday mornings and zero period for fourth 
grade chorus is Thursday and Friday mornings. Any interested students, please see Mrs. Griffin for a permission slip. 
 
PTA 
 
The PTA has sponsored assemblies for our students.  During the months of January and February, the students will 
enjoy the following assemblies: 
 
Aesop Fables which is a whirlwind adventure through the 2,600 year old tales such as, The Tortoise and the Hare, The 
Boy Who Cried Wolf, The Fox and the Grapes, The Lion and the Mouse, and The Monkey and Her Pail.   
 
Heroes of the Underground Railroad is an inspiring exploration of the lives and work of notable Abolitionists and slaves 
from America’s underground railroad.  It recreates the lives and work of several prominent and nearly forgotten heroes.  
The play sheds light on everything from secret messages along the routes to music from that period.  It inspires young 
audiences with the stories of everyday Americans who stood up for their beliefs and worked to make our world a better 
place. 
 
The Nutrition assembly which stars “Kid Power” who is the leader of Operation Lunch Line.  He believes kids have the 
power to feel great by eating healthy foods and exercising daily.  Kid Power will go on an amazing journey inside the 
human body of a boy named Max who feels lousy because he doesn’t eat properly. Students will learn they are special, 
filled with all the “kid power” needed to develop the knowledge, skills and behaviors necessary to make health-enhancing 
choices to feel great. 
 
The PTA is generously contributing money to the field trips this year to defray the costs to parents.  They already 
contributed to the Huber Woods Environmental Center field trip.  They will contribute to future field trips as well.  
Thank you to the PTA for their generosity. 
 
The PTA has purchased birthday books for our students.  On their birthdays, students come to the office and pick out a 
book.  Thank you to the PTA for making our students’ day special! 
 



FEEDING FRENZ WISH BAG PROJECT 
 
During this fall and winter holiday seasons, the Brookside students decided to lend a helping hand to those less 
fortunate. We decided to integrate community service into the classroom and raise awareness of the value of 
giving.  

Our third grade classes along with additional classes decided to make “Candy Bags” for homeless and less 
fortunate children in Monmouth County. We partnered up with an organization called FEEDing Frenz which 
provides needy people with food and clothing in Asbury Park. The students and teachers of Brookside School 
donated extra Halloween candy in addition to other candy donations that were collected. Then students packaged 
the candy in bags decorated with Thanksgiving Turkeys. These “Candy Bags” were distributed to close to 300 
homeless/needy people in the community.   

For the winter holidays, the third grade will collect small toys and school supplies while the fourth grade will 
collect socks, winter hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves to make “Wish Bags” for the same organization. The fifth 
grade classes will collect travel size toiletries such as soaps, shampoo and conditioner, and toothbrushes and 
toothpaste to make goody bags for the adults.   Since this is the time of year for giving, we are proud that all 
students at Brookside School will participate in this real life activity and learn the importance of helping others.  

MESSAGE FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE, MRS. TALOCKA 
 
ATTENTION PARENTS OF FOOD ALLERGIC STUDENTS: 
Please be aware that vendors and /or ingredients of the foods prepared and served in our school cafeteria may 
change without notice. At any time there may be hidden ingredients in these foods which may make them unsafe 
for students with food allergies to consume.  Ingredient labels are not available in advance, and the school nurses 
have no information regarding ingredients or changes in the foods served.  For this reason, food items cannot be 
considered safe simply because the student has eaten it previously without a reaction. For example, at times the 
taco filling contains soy instead of meat, and the meatballs for sub sandwiches at times contain milk products.  
Please take the time to review with your child the details of their particular food allergy.  Additionally, it is of 
vital importance that you exercise extreme caution in deciding what your child may have for school lunch.  Foods 
sent in from home are the safest because the parent can read the ingredient labels prior to packing lunch for their 
food allergic child.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Talocka in the Health Office.  Please 
remember that we do not allow products with peanut or tree nut ingredients to be served or eaten in the 
classrooms.  Unfortunately, in order to keep students safe, teachers may need to send home any treats where there 
is uncertainty of the ingredients or processing with respect to food allergies.  It is requested that you check with 
your child’s teacher prior to sending food into the classroom.    
 
REMINDERS: 
Please be sure your child is dressed appropriately for the cold weather when coming to school.  As the temperature can 
vary throughout the day and in different areas of the building, many students find it helpful to have an extra sweater or 
sweatshirt that can be used as needed.  Outdoor recess and activities will continue throughout the winter and all students 
are expected to go out.  Therefore, coats, hats, and gloves are needed each day.  You are welcome to call the school 
nurse should you have any needs or concerns. 
 
Health screenings are underway and will continue through the winter.  Parents will receive a notice only if the screening 
results are not in the normal range.   Please remember to phone in absences to the health office at 732-605-0574.  I hope 
everyone enjoys a healthy and relaxing winter break. 
 
REQUESTS FOR HOMEWORK 
 
Teachers will comply with requests for homework when your child is absent from school for three days or more because 
of illness; however, it does take time to collect materials and assignments during the day.  Therefore, if you wish to 
request homework to be sent home, you should call the school office prior to 10 a.m. on the third day of your child’s 
absence. 



 
REMINDER - INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 
Parents will be notified of school closings and delayed openings due to inclement weather through the district alert now 
system.  The information will also be available on the TV station “News 12 New Jersey” and the following radio 
stations: 
  
  WCTC  1450 AM  (Between 5:40 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.) 
  NJ101.5 101.5 FM  (Between 5:10 a.m. and 6:10 a.m.) 
  NEWS 12 NEW JERSEY  “Morning Edition”  Beginning at 5:30 am 
 
DELAYED OPENING SCHEDULE 
 
During the winter months due to inclement weather, it may be necessary to have a delayed opening.  If there is a 
scheduled delayed opening, school will start two hours later at 11:05 am.  Students should report to their bus stops two 
hours later than their usual time.  Lunch is served on delayed opening days but there are no after school activities 
including TAG and Basic Skills on delayed opening days. 
 
EARLY DISMISSAL  
 
Occasionally, conditions exist which necessitate an early dismissal from school.  Deterioration of the weather or facility 
problems such as loss of water or power may require such action. 
 
Parents are asked to review with their child the procedures to be followed in the event the child arrives home and the 
parent is not there. If your home or work telephone numbers change, please notify the school immediately.  Please note 
that if there is an emergency early closing, all after school programs are cancelled including Basic Skills and TAG. 
 
Parents of students participating in the Monroe B.A.S.C. Program should have received a handout with information 
regarding closings. If you have any questions about the B.A.S.C. Program, please call 
732-744-1749.   
 
ANNUAL RE-NOTIFICATION REQUIRED BY AHERA 
 
The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) 40 CFR 763 requires all schools from Pre-K to Grade 
12 to conduct inspections to determine if they contain asbestos containing building materials (ACBM).  If so, an 
Asbestos Management Plan must be developed in which the ACBM must be categorized according to type, 
locations, current condition, and its potential for future damage.  The Management Plan details the inspection 
findings, and outlines the response actions the School Board intends to implement. 
 
To accomplish these goals, the School Board has on file at each school and in the District Offices a NJ State 
Department of Health approved Asbestos Management Plan for all school facilities. Three year Re-inspections 
were completed in January 2011 (updated July 2012) and are on file as well as the most recent six month Periodic 
Surveillance completed in July. The provisions of the plan are being implemented in a timely and on-going 
fashion.  It is Monroe Township Board of Education’s desire to provide a safe and healthy facility for all students, 
employees, and visitors.   
 
The purpose of this notice is to satisfy the requirements of AHERA for written notice of the availability of the 
Management Plan for review.  The updated AHERA notice has been posted on our school website.  If you have 
any questions contact Director of Facilities, Jerry Tague at (732) 605-9379. 



DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
December  4 Report Cards Distributed 
   5-7 Parent-Teacher Conferences/4-Hour Sessions 
   6 Parent-Teacher Evening Conferences 
  10 Grade 4 Spelling Bee 
  12 Grade 5 Spelling Bee 
  13-14 PTA Holiday Shop 
  14 Picture Makeups 
  18 Winter Concert Rehearsal / Performance @ 7 pm – MTMS 
  19 Board of Education Meeting @ 7 pm – MTHS  
   Winter Concert Student Assembly - MTMS 
  20 PTA Meeting @ 7 pm – BS Media Center 
  21 4-Hour Session 
  24-31 Closed for Winter Recess 
January  1 School’s Closed in observance of New Year’s Day 
   2 School Reopens 
   3 K-5 Progress Reports/Board of Education Meeting @ 7 pm - MTHS 
   4 PTA School Store 
   9 School Wide Spelling Bee 
  14 PTA Meeting @ 7 pm – Barclay Brook 
  18 Staff In-service / 4-Hour Session 
  21 School’s Closed in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
  22 PTA Assembly Aesop Fables for Grade 3 
   PTA Assembly Heroes of the Underground Railroad for Grades 4 & 5 
February  1 PTA School Store 
   7 Marking Period 2 Ends 
  14 Report Cards Distributed/PTA Meeting @ 10:00 am - BS 
  15 PTA School Store 
  18  School’s Closed in Observance of Presidents’ Day 
  19 Staff In-service / Closed for Students 
  21 PTA Assembly on Nutrition – All Grades 
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