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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 
Mission 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The goal of the Monroe Township High School Language Arts program is to develop and to enhance students’ ability to communicate 
effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  Probably the single most important attribute of academic and career success, effective 
communication is based on the components of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking. 
 
A successful high school English program develops theses components through an integrated approach to the language arts.  This 
includes instruction in and practice of the support skills underlying each of these processes.  For example, in the writing component, 
students write regularly, in a variety of modes and for a variety of audiences, using writing activities designed to appeal to students’ 
interests and needs.  Students learn strategies for prewriting and revising – in essence, skills for critical thinking such as analysis, 
synthesis, problem-solving and evaluation.  They also share their writing with others and keep records of their writing development and 
samples of their writing in a portfolio.  Frequent formal and informal assessment of the student’s writing provides the teacher, the 
student and the parent with information about the student’s areas of strength and the areas that need improvement. 
 
Reading and writing about literature become increasingly more important as students develop the sophisticated skills of analysis and 
interpretation.  By the time they complete their senior year, students will have read significant works of American, British and World 
literature.  They also will have learned to express themselves in all of the rhetorical modes and to conduct independent research. 
 
 
 

Educational Goals 
 

This course is designed to meet the remedial preparation needs of students that need to pass the New Jersey HSPA exam.  Students 
will have the opportunity to evaluate their mistakes on the specific parts of the HSPA exam and engage in guided and individual 
practice.  This course is designed to focus on the five parts of the HSPA exam: Speculative Writing Task, Reading Persuasive Texts, 
Reading Narrative Texts, Persuasive Writing, and Revising and Editing.  The exam practice will also be infused with vocabulary 
workshop geared toward the HSPA exam and a short story genre study. 
Students will develop a repertoire of test-taking strategies.  Students will extrapolate meaning and recall facts from short stories in 
alignment with those encountered on the HSPA exam.  Students will examine and select appropriate responses to multiple choice 
questions.  Students will create a story using imagination skills blended with writing skills based on a picture that they view. 
 
It is important to note that in many cases differentiated instruction will be used, as students in the class will have different needs to pass 
the HSPA exam. 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
 
A note about Language Arts Literacy Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy were revised in 2004 to include the five general 
standards of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing and media literacy, along with specific strands and cumulative progress 
indicators for each.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and 
may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for 
Language Arts Literacy may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3_lal.htm
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Fundamentals of Literacy II 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 
 

September - October 
I. HSPA Sections, Scoring, and Terminology 
 a. Identify the sections of the HSPA exam and recall the requirements   
                 for each specific task. 
 b. Explain how the holistic scoring rubrics work and practice grading  
                 sample essay and open-ended responses. 
 c. Define and illustrate HSPA exam terminology (prompt, extended  
                 response, open-ended questions, etc.) 
 d. Establish specific learning needs by the completion of a pre-test. 

II. Vocabulary Workshop 
 a. Identify and define pertinent terms and standardized test vocabulary  
                 words. 
 b. Illustrate knowledge of vocabulary part of speech and proper use in  
                 verbal and written communication. 
 c. Extrapolate meaning of different definitions of the vocabulary within a  
                 text. 

III. Reading and Responding to Narrative and Persuasive Texts 
 a. Identify elements of a narrative text and the required tasks for this  
                 portion of the exam. 
 b. Consider and examine use of literary devices, story structure,  
                 characters and conflict for a narrative passage. 
 c. Design strategies for responding to multiple choice and open-ended  
                 questions. 
 d. Identify elements of a persuasive text and the required tasks for this  
                 portion of the exam. 
 e. Dissect the structure of a persuasive essay and evaluate the support  
                 for the central idea. 
             f. Practice the persuasive techniques such as propaganda, connotative  
                and figurative language, and rhetorical device. 

IV. Writing Tasks: Picture Prompt and Persuasive Essay 
 a. Identify purpose of task for Picture Prompt; focus on the meaning of  
                 speculation. 
 b. Illustrate the methods of prewriting and writing preparation. 
 c. Generate back-story, conflict, characterization, and dialogue for the  
                 Picture Prompt story. 
 d. Identify purpose of task for Persuasive Essay; focus on the elements  
                 of persuasion and audience. 
 e. Illustrate the methods of persuasive prewriting, writing, and editing. 
             f. Construct of the essay will include specific details and evidence,  
                order and structure, and “connective” words. 
 

November – January 
V. Short Story Genre Study 
 a. Identify and define unfamiliar vocabulary. 
 b. Examine literary elements such as mood, point of view, conflict, and  
                 characterization. 
 c. Evaluate use of literary devices such as simile, metaphor,  
                 foreshadowing, symbolism, and hyperbole. 

VI. Vocabulary Workshop 
 a. Identify and define pertinent terms and standardized test vocabulary  
                 words. 
 b. Illustrate knowledge of vocabulary part of speech and proper use in  
                 verbal and written communication. 
 c. Extrapolate meaning of different definitions of the vocabulary within a  
                 text. 

VII.  HSPA Practice Exams 
 a. Completion of timed full length and specific section HSPA practice  
                 exams. 
 b. Evaluate scores and grade essays using holistic scoring rubrics. 
 c. Design individual improvement plans focusing on the sections  
                containing weaknesses. 

 

 8



January - March 
VIII. Vocabulary Workshop 
 a. Identify and define pertinent terms and standardized test vocabulary  
                 words. 
 b. Illustrate knowledge of vocabulary part of speech and proper use in  
                 verbal and written communication. 
 c. Extrapolate meaning of different definitions of the vocabulary within a  
                 text. 

IX. Reading and Responding to Narrative and Persuasive Texts 
 a. Identify elements of a narrative text and the required tasks for this  
                 portion of the exam. 
 b. Consider and examine use of literary devices, story structure,  
                 characters and conflict for the narrative passage. 
 c. Design strategies for responding to multiple choice and open-ended  
                 questions. 
 d. Identify elements of a persuasive text and the required tasks for this  
                 portion of the exam. 
 e. Dissect the structure of a persuasive essay and evaluate the support  
                 for the central idea. 
             f. Practice persuasive techniques such as propaganda, connotative  
                and figurative language, and rhetorical device. 

X. Writing Tasks: Picture Prompt and Persuasive Essay 
 a. Identify purpose of task for Picture Prompt; focus on the meaning of  
                 speculation. 
 b. Illustrate the methods of prewriting and writing preparation. 
 c. Generate back-story, conflict, characterization, and dialogue for the  
                 Picture Prompt story. 
 d. Identify purpose of task for Persuasive Essay; focus on the elements  
                 of persuasion and audience. 
 e. Illustrate the methods of prewriting, writing, and editing. 
             f. Construct of the essay will include specific details and evidence, order 
                and structure, and “connective” words. 
 

XI. HSPA Practice Exams 
 a. Completion of timed full length and specific section HSPA practice  
                 exams. 
 b. Evaluate scores and grade essays using holistic scoring rubrics. 
 c. Design individual improvement plans focusing on the sections  
                containing weaknesses. 

March – June 
XII.  Short Story Genre Study 
 a. Identify and define unfamiliar vocabulary. 
 b. Examine literary elements such as mood, point of view, conflict, and  
                 characterization. 
 c. Evaluate use of literary devices such as simile metaphor,  
                 foreshadowing, symbolism, and hyperbole. 

XIII. Everyday News Literacy 
 a. Extrapolate main ideas from print and broadcast news. 
 b. Summarize print and broadcast news. 
 c. Engage in opinion-based debate/discussion concerning current  
                events. 
  

XIV.  Independent Reading 
 a. Analyze literary elements and devices used in chosen independent  
                reading novel. 
 b. Write and illustrate advertisements for or against the novel. 
 c. Record weekly typed journal entries. 
 d. Complete a cumulative project about the novel. 

XV. Resume Writing and Interviewing Skills 
 a. Evaluate methods of obtaining employment (walk-in, classified ads,  
                  internet employment sites, employment agencies, etc.) 
 b. Identify format and successful elements of résumé writing. 
 c. Write and revise résumés. 
 d. Observe an employment interview. 
 e. Model interview skills and practice interviewing in a mock-interview  
                 setting. 
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Topic: Review of HSPA Sections, Scoring, and Terminology Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 1: The student will be able to review and identify the format and requirements of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 1.1. Identify the sections of the 
HSPA exam and recall the 
requirements for each 
specific task. (3.1.G.1,13) 

1.2. Explain how the holistic 
scoring rubrics work and 
practice grading sample 
essay and open-ended 
responses. (3.1.G.13), 
(3.2.A.6) 

1.3. Define and illustrate HSPA 
exam terminology (eg: 
prompt, extended response, 
open-ended questions, etc). 
(3.1.F.3) 

1.4. Establish specific learning 
needs by completion of a 
pre-test. (3.2.A.7) 
 

• How is the HSPA exam structured to assess 
students? 

• How can I use rubrics to aid in my success on the 
HSPA exam? 

• What terminology must I know to understand the tasks 
on the HSPA exam? 

 
 
 
Pre-Test Assessment: 
• Administer an accurately timed mock HSPA exam to 

function as a pre-test for the students (any practice 
HSPA exam will be sufficient as a pre-test).  The pre-
tests should be scored in alignment with the holistic 
scoring rubrics for the HSPA exam.  Each student 
should be informed of his/her score on the pre-test.  
The student’s knowledge of the pre-test score 
combined with the confidential knowledge of his/her 
score on the March 2006 HSPA exam will assist the 
student in concentrating on specific weaknesses.  
Instructor should conference with each student after 
scoring the pre-test assessment. 

 

• Cooperative Learning Activity: Divide students 
into groups of 2-4 and assign each group a 
section of the HSPA exam.  On chart paper, 
student groups must outline the specific 
requirements of the section how to best 
complete the requirements.  Each group will then 
present their section to the class as a peer 
teaching activity.  Assessment: Group 
participation in peer teaching and audience 
participation. 

• Create a vocabulary list for the week that 
focuses on terminology found on the HSPA 
exam.  Have students define the words and then 
contribute to a “word wall” in the classroom so 
that the terms can be posted for reference.  
Assessment: Accuracy of definitions for each 
vocabulary word.  Neatness and efficiency of 
creation of the “word wall.” 

• Students will participate in guided practice of 
holistically scoring a part of the HSPA exam 
using the holistic scoring rubric.  Have students 
break into pairs to score two more essays and/or 
open-ended responses using the holistic scoring 
rubrics.  As a class, discuss the scores that 
various pairs awarded essays and discuss the 
accuracy of the scores.  Assessment: 
Attentiveness and participation during guided 
practice.  Active participation in pairs and class 
discussion. 
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Topic:  Vocabulary Workshop Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/ Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 2: The student will be able to identify vocabulary and their definitions that frequently appear on 
standardized tests such as the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 2.1. Identify and define pertinent 
terms and standardized test 
vocabulary words. (3.1.F.1-
3) 

2.2. Illustrate knowledge of 
vocabulary part of speech 
and proper use in verbal 
and written communication. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 

2.3. Extrapolate meaning of 
different definitions of the 
vocabulary within a text. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 
 

• How can context change vocabulary? 
• Why is vocabulary a point of testing on the HSPA 

exam? 
 

• HSPA and standardized test vocabulary should 
be part of the weekly or bi-weekly regime of the 
course.  Assessment: Quiz incorporating multiple 
choice, sentence completion, and identifying the 
correct use of the word within a text. 

• Students may create vocabulary skits, 
illustrations, or mimes in order to review the 
meaning and correct use of the vocabulary word.  
Assessment: Active participation. 

• Have students write short 1-2 paragraph 
vignettes that use 5 vocabulary words so the 
students may practice using the word in the 
correct part of speech and using the word within 
a context of a story.  Assessment: Completion of 
written paragraphs.  

• Use the 2 paragraph vignettes that each student 
has written to illustrate and/or test students as to 
whether or not the words are used correctly in 
context.  The assignments can also be used as a 
review of deciding meaning u sing context clues 
from the creative writing pieces. 
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Topic: Reading and Responding to Narrative & Persuasive Texts  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 3: The student will be able to read both narrative and persuasive texts and extrapolate the 
required information to successfully complete the section of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 3.1. Identify elements of a 
narrative text and the 
required tasks for this 
portion of the exam. 
(3.1.D.3) 

3.2. Consider and examine use 
of literary devices, story 
structure, characters, and 
conflict for a narrative 
passage. (3.1.E.1-2), 
(3.1.G.6-8, 11), (3.2.D.1) 

3.3. Design strategies for 
responding to multiple 
choice and open-ended 
questions. (3.1.G.1) 

3.4. Identify elements of a 
persuasive text and the 
required tasks for this 
portion of the exam. 
(3.1.D.3), (3.1.G.1, 9-10) 

3.5. Dissect the structure of a 
persuasive essay and 
evaluate the support for the 
central idea. (3.1.E.3), 
(3.1.G.9), (3.2.A.2-3) 

3.6. Practice the persuasive 
techniques such as 
propaganda, connotative 
and figurative language, and 
rhetorical device. (3.2.B.3-
5), (3.2.D.1-2) 

• What are the main elements of a narrative passage? 
• How does persuasion work? 
• What are the most effective strategies for answering 

open-ended questions? 
• How do authors use literary devices to enhance the 

reader’s experience and understanding? 
 
 

• Cooperative Learning Activity: All students will 
be given a copy of the same short narrative 
passage.  Give them time to read it in class.  In 
groups of 2-4 assign each student group an 
important element of a short story – 
problem/conflict, narrative structure, plot & 
characters, use of literary devices, unfamiliar 
vocabulary, and universal themes.  Each group’s 
task is to analyze that element of the story and 
present it on chart paper to the class.  
Assessment: Completion of presentation.  It is 
also important to individually assess the students 
through a practice narrative reading after this 
exercise. 

• Give students a sample multiple choice section 
for a narrative passage.  In pairs, have the 
students explain what each question is asking.  
As a whole class review the student 
explanations and be sure to highlight the two 
types of multiple choice questions (question & 
answer and sentence completion) that are 
presented on the HSPA exam.  Assessment: 
Pair activity and oral participation.  After 
completing all activities about the multiple choice 
section, students should complete a practice 
section of the narrative text section. 

• Have students read a narrative passage and 
discuss and dissect it as a class.  Then have a 
class brainstorming session about what a good 
open-ended response might include (be sure to 
steer the discussion towards all of the open-
ended guidelines).  In groups of 2-4 assign a 
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Topic: Reading and Responding to Narrative & Persuasive Texts  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 3: The student will be able to read both narrative and persuasive texts and extrapolate the 
required information to successfully complete the section of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 different open-ended question to each group.  
Each group is required to generate a complete 
answer for the open-ended question.  As a class, 
each open-ended question will be assessed 
using the 4-point scoring rubric.  Assessment: 
Participation in group activity.  Individual practice 
section of the open-ended response. 

• For activities on reading persuasive passages, 
see Goal 9. 
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Topic:  Writing Tasks: Picture Prompt & Persuasive Essay Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 4: The student will be able to write accurate responses for the picture prompt and persuasive 
writing portions of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 4.1. Identify purpose of task for 
Picture Prompt; focus on the 
meaning of speculation. 
(3.1.F.1, 13) 

4.2. Illustrate the methods of 
prewriting and writing 
preparation. (3.2.A.2-4) 

4.3. Generate back-story, 
conflict, characterization, 
and dialogue for the picture 
in order to create a story. 
(3.2.D.1-3, 5, 7) 

4.4. Identify purpose of task for 
Persuasive Essay; focus on 
the elements of persuasion 
and audience. (3.2.G.1, 13), 
(3.2.D.1-2) 

4.5. Illustrate the methods of 
persuasive prewriting, 
writing, and editing. 
(3.2.A.2-4) 

4.6. Construct an essay that 
includes specific details and 
evidence, order and 
structure, and “connective” 
words. (3.2.B.3-5), (3.2.C.1-
6) 
 

• How is a picture worth a thousand words? 
• What is successful speculation about a picture? 
• What elements of the writing process generate 

effective revised expository pieces? 
 
 

• Before tackling the Picture Prompt section of the 
HSPA head-on, use picture-related journal 
entries and/or Do Nows.  For example: To begin 
with, project a picture either on an overhead or 
on the Destination monitor and have the 
students participate in a 5-8 minute free-write 
about the picture.  Next time, include more 
specific instructions for what they should write, 
maybe include a requirement for characters or 
dialogue or storyline.  After presenting the 
students with informal picture prompts as journal 
entries, they will be primed to start work on the 
Picture Prompt section of the HSPA.  
Assessment: These journals and Do Nows 
should only be assessed for completion. 

• In large words on the board, write 
“SPECULATE.”  Students will be given 
instructions to come to the board and write their 
personal definition of what is means “to 
speculate.”  Proceed to facilitate a class 
discussion about what the word means, and be 
sure to outline that it incorporates knowledge, 
experience, judgment, and imagination.  Present 
each student with a different picture and have 
them outline these main elements of speculation 
in relation to the picture.  Assessment: 
Completion of the activity and note-taking.  After 
completion of many picture prompt activities, 
have students complete a practice section for 
accurate assessment. 

• Facilitate a pre-writing session with the students 
before administering a practice section of the 
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Topic:  Writing Tasks: Picture Prompt & Persuasive Essay Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 4: The student will be able to write accurate responses for the picture prompt and persuasive 
writing portions of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

Picture Prompt.  Introduce methods of pre-
writing and certain questions that are important 
to consider: 

            -What? Where? When? 
            -Details from the picture. 
            -What is going to happen next? 
            -Why? 
           -Setting and background description 
           -Characters/people in picture 
             
     After students entertain all of these questions and  
     begin to consider how they are going to organize 
     their story, only then may they begin to write the  
     story. 
• For activities on writing the persuasive essay, 

see Goal 10. 
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Topic: Short Story Genre Study Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 5: The student will be able to investigate all aspects of the super short story, which is the length 
and form of the literature used on the HSPA exam.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 5.1. Identify and define 
unfamiliar vocabulary. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 

5.2. Examine literary elements 
such as mood, point of view, 
conflict, and 
characterization. (3.1.G.2-3, 
11) 

5.3. Evaluate use of literary 
devices such as simile, 
metaphor, foreshadowing, 
symbolism, and hyperbole. 
(3.1.G.2-3, 11) 
 

• How can a short story include all elements that a 
novel includes? 

• How is a short story both like a poem and a novel? 
 

• After reading a short story, students will be split 
into Literary Triads to examine a different 
element of the story.  Each student will have a 
different designated role in the group; each 
group will be assigned a literary element such as 
mood, point of view, conflict, and 
characterization.  Each group will present its 
findings to the class.  Assessment: Each student 
will keep an analysis log for each short story that 
is read.  This will serve as a note-taking tool 
while other groups are presenting and a study 
guide for a cumulative assessment later on. 

• For some of the short stories that have an 
unfinished ending, students will write an 
extension or ending for the story.  In addition to 
writing an extension to the story, they will have 
to write a 2-3 paragraph justification for why they 
speculated in a certain way. 
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Topic: Vocabulary Workshop Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 6: The student will be able to identify vocabulary and their definitions that frequently appear on 
standardized tests such as the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 6.1. Identify and define pertinent 
terms and standardized test 
vocabulary words. (3.1.F.1-
3) 

6.2. Illustrate knowledge of 
vocabulary part of speech 
and proper use in verbal 
and written communication. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 

6.3. Extrapolate meaning of 
different definitions of the 
vocabulary within a text. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 

6.4. Identify the origin of each 
vocabulary word 
(etymology). (3.1.F.1-3) 
 

• Where do the words from the English language 
originate? 

• How can word origins help me to define new 
vocabulary? 

 

• Creation of a word origin word wall.  For each 
vocabulary word, each student must also look up 
the etymology of the word, or the word origin.  
The word origin and an illustration to represent 
the word origin must be created and added to 
the word wall.   

• Vocabulary Jenga Review Game: Increasing 
student familiarity with vocabulary helps students 
perform better on vocabulary quizzes.  Split the 
class into two teams and assemble the desks in 
rows facing each other (this setup usually works 
well with smaller class sizes).  One player 
chooses a vocabulary word for the opposite 
player to define, if the player cannot define the 
word he/she must remove a piece from the 
Jenga pile (this continues down the rows and 
then switches so the other team may choose the 
vocabulary words).  The team that knocks down 
the Jenga pile is the defeated team.  Extra rules 
and elements can be added to make the game 
more complicated. 

• In pairs, have students write vocabulary 
sentences.  Students should write one sentence 
for each word.  Assessment: Correct use of 
vocabulary word, evidence of accurate context, 
and correct grammar. 
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Topic: HSPA Practice Exams Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 7: The student will be able to practice completing timed sections of each part of the HSPA exam.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 7.1. Complete timed full-length 
and specific sections of the 
HSPA exam. (3.1.D.1), 
(3.2.D.1) 

7.2. Evaluate scores and 
examine essays in 
accordance with the holistic 
scoring rubrics. (3.2.A.6) 

7.3. Design an individual 
improvement plan focusing 
on the sections containing 
weakness. (3.2.A.7) 
 

• Does practice make perfect? 
 

• Have students complete timed sections of the 
HSPA exam.  The instructor should score these 
practice sections of the exam. 

• Have students use the holistic scoring rubrics to 
score their own practice exams.  Have students 
compare their scores with the scores of the 
instructor.  Have students outline possible 
mistakes made on the practice sections.  
Assessment: Students should be assessed in 
accordance with the HSPA holistic scoring 
rubrics. 

• After students practice each section of the HSPA 
exam, an individual conference with the 
instructor will be useful to outline the specific 
trouble areas.  Each student will be aware of 
their weaknesses on certain sections of the 
HSPA and will be given specific homework 
assignments designed to improve upon these 
weaknesses.  Assessment: The HSPA exam 
trouble areas will be revisited after each round of 
practice exams and the improvement plan 
assignments will be adjusted accordingly. 
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Topic: Vocabulary Workshop Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 8: The student will be able to recognize synonyms and antonyms of vocabulary words that are 
frequently used on the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 8.1. Identify and define pertinent 
terms and standardized test 
vocabulary words. (3.1.F.1-
3) 

8.2. Illustrate knowledge of 
vocabulary part of speech, 
and proper use in verbal 
and written communication. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 

8.3. Extrapolate meaning of 
different definitions of the 
vocabulary within a text. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 

8.4. Identify the origin of each 
vocabulary word 
(etymology). (3.1.F.1-3) 

8.5. Recall 2 synonyms and 1 
antonym for each 
vocabulary word. (3.1.F.1-3) 
 

• How is one word interchangeable with another word? 
 

• Cooperative Learning Activity (for vocabulary 
unit review): Divide students into groups of 3 and 
assign 5 vocabulary words to each student 
group.  The task for each group is to literally 
create a chain (using strips of paper and 
markers) of synonyms for each vocabulary word; 
the chain can be completed by the addition of an 
antonym.  These chains will serve as a study 
tool and will be an addition to the word wall. 

• Have pairs of students use the vocabulary words 
to create vocabulary cartoons.  The cartoons can 
either represent the meaning of the word or can 
use vocabulary words as dialogue for cartoon 
characters.  Student pairs will present their 
cartoons to the class in a vocabulary review 
setting. 
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Topic: Reading and Responding to Narrative & Persuasive Texts Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 9: The student will be able to read both narrative and persuasive texts and extrapolate the 
required information to successfully complete the section of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 9.1. Identify elements of a 
narrative text and the 
required tasks for this 
portion of the exam. 
(3.1.D.3) 

9.2. Consider and examine use 
of literary devices, story 
structure, characters, and 
conflict for the narrative 
passage. (3.1.E.1-2), 
(3.1.G.6-8, 11), (3.2.D.1) 

9.3. Design strategies for 
responding to multiple 
choice and open-ended 
questions. (3.1.G.1) 

9.4. Identify elements of a 
persuasive text and the 
required tasks for this 
portion of the exam. 
(3.1.D.3), (3.1.G.1, 9-10) 

9.5. Dissect the structure of a 
persuasive essay and 
evaluate the support for the 
central idea. (3.1.E.3), 
(3.1.G.9), (3.2.A.2-3) 

9.6. Practice the persuasive 
techniques such as 
propaganda, connotative 
and figurative language, and 
rhetorical device. (3.2.B.3-
5), (3.2.D.1-2) 

• How does a persuasive passage function? 
• What does the persuasive passage task “ask” the 

reader to do? 
• What strategies for multiple-choice and open-ended 

questions are proven most effective for the HSPA 
exam? 

 

• Cooperative Learning Activity: All students will 
be given a copy of the same persuasive 
passage.  Give them time to read it in class.  In 
groups of 2-4 assign each student group an 
important element of a persuasive passage – 
central idea/theme, supporting details, 
organization of text, and author’s position.  Each 
group’s task is to analyze and explain that 
element and present it on chart paper to the 
class.  Assessment: Completion of presentation.  
It is also important to individually assess the 
students through a practice persuasive passage 
reading after this exercise. 

• Have students create a word wall of terms used 
in persuasive writing: comparison, contrast, 
elaboration, exaggerated statements, fact, 
inference, opinion, point of view, propaganda, 
relevant examples, rhetorical questions, 
sarcasm, selection of details, and sequence. 

• Have students read the same persuasive 
passage and ask the students to highlight the 
thesis statement, topic sentences, and 
supporting details using different color 
highlighters.  As a class, breakdown the 
structure of the persuasive passage on the 
board.  Be sure to point out the use of statistics, 
facts, illustrations, and the “call to action.”  
Assessment: Have students read another 
persuasive passage and outline all of the 
structural elements. 
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Topic: Writing Tasks: Picture Prompt & Persuasive Essay  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 10: The student will be able to write accurate responses for the picture prompt and persuasive 
writing portions of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 10.1. Identify purpose of task for 
Picture Prompt; focus on the 
meaning of speculation. 
(3.1.G.1, 13) 

10.2. Illustrate the methods of 
prewriting and writing 
preparation. (3.2.A.2-4) 

10.3. Generate back-story, 
conflict, characterization, 
and dialogue for the Picture 
Prompt story. (3.2.D.1-3, 5, 
7) 

10.4. Identify purpose of task for 
Persuasive Essay; focus on 
the elements of persuasion 
and audience. (3.1.G.1, 13), 
(3.2.D.1-2) 

10.5. Illustrate the methods of 
prewriting, writing, and 
editing. (3.2.A.2-4) 

10.6. Construct an essay that will 
include specific details and 
evidence, order and 
structure, and “connective” 
words. (3.2.B.3-5), (3.2.C.1-
6) 
 

• How should a persuasive essay be structured? 
• What does the persuasive writing HSPA section ask 

of the student? 
 

• Cooperative Learning Activity: Divide the class 
into six groups of 2-3 students in each group.  
Each group will be given a different student 
response to the example persuasive writing 
prompt.  Using the holistic scoring rubric, each 
group will have to read the student response and 
agree upon a score for that response.  As a 
class, the group scores will be discussed and 
those receiving a score of a 4,5, or 6 will be used 
to extrapolate persuasive writing structure. 

• Journal entry: Have students write a one-page 
journal entry that outlines the differences 
between the Picture Prompt section writing and 
the Persuasive Essay.  This can be followed with 
discussion between creative writing and formal 
expository writing (be sure to highlight the 
importance of formal structure, transition, and 
formal grammar). 

• Introduction of prewriting options for persuasive 
writing will be important for students while taking 
the HSPA exam.   

        -Creating a pro/con chart to iron out  
      arguments for each side of the issue. 
        -Using a graphic organizer such as a flow- 
      chart or web. 
• Have students practice writing thesis statements 

for a myriad of different persuasive writing 
prompts.  Students should create outlines and 
prewriting from the structure that the thesis 
statement already provides. Assessment: 
Student completion of practice sections. 



 
Topic: HSPA Practice Exams Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 11: The student will be able to practice completing timed sections of each part of the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 11.1. Complete timed-full length 
and specific section HSPA 
practice exams. (3.1.D.1), 
(3.2.D.1) 

11.2. Evaluate scores using 
holistic scoring rubrics. 
(3.2.A.6) 

11.3. Design individual 
improvement plans focusing 
on the sections containing 
weaknesses. (3.2.A.7) 

 
 

• How can I improve my score on the HSPA exam? 
• Does practice make perfect? 
 

• Have students complete timed sections of the 
HSPA exam.  The instructor should score these 
practice sections of the exam. 

• Have students use the holistic scoring rubrics to 
score their own practice exams.  Have students 
compare their scores with the scores of the 
instructor.  Have students outline possible 
mistakes made on the practice sections.  
Assessment: Students should be assessed in 
accordance with the HSPA holistic scoring 
rubrics. 

• After students practice each section of the HSPA 
exam, an individual conference with the 
instructor will be useful to outline the specific 
trouble areas.  Each student will be aware of 
their weaknesses on certain sections of the 
HSPA and will be given specific homework 
assignments designed to improve upon these 
weaknesses.  Assessment: The HSPA exam 
trouble areas will be revisited after each round of 
practice exams and the improvement plan 
assignments will be adjusted accordingly. 

 

 22



 
Topic: Short Story Genre Study Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 12: The student will be able to investigate all aspects of the super short story, which is the length 
and form of the literature used on the HSPA exam. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 12.1. Identify and define 
unfamiliar vocabulary. 
(3.1.F.1-3) 

12.2. Examine literary elements 
such as mood, point of view, 
conflict, and 
characterization. (3.1.G.2-3, 
11) 

12.3. Evaluate use of literary 
devices such as simile, 
metaphor, foreshadowing, 
symbolism, and hyperbole. 
(3.1.G.2-3, 11) 

• How can a short story include all elements that a 
novel includes? 

• How is a short story both like a poem and a novel? 
 
 

• After reading a short story, students will be 
divided into groups and required to turn the short 
story into a short one-act or one-scene play 
(depending on the length of the story).  Students 
will be responsible for making a script as well as 
casting characters and performing a portion of 
the script for the class.  Assessment: Student 
cooperation within a group.  How easily the 
translation from story to scene was executed. 

• Together as a class, students will read and 
discuss 4 different American poems.  Students 
will then need to choose 4 short stories that we 
have read in class and compare them (using a 
graphic organizer) to the poems using literary 
elements and literary devices.  Students will then 
write a 1-2 page position as to whether they 
think short stories strike a balance between 
poetry and novels.  Assessment: Class 
discussion of the student postions. 
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Topic: Everyday News Literacy Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 13: The student will be able to adopt a routine of either reading or viewing news on a daily basis, 
summarizing that information, and evaluating it.  
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0- Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 13.1. Extrapolate main ideas from 
print and broadcast news. 
(3.1.G.1, 9), (3.4.A.1-2) 

13.2. Summarize print and 
broadcast news. (3.4.B.1,3) 

13.3. Engage in opinion-based 
debate/discussion 
concerning current events. 
(3.3.A.2, 4), (3.4.B.2, 4) 
 

• Why should news be a part of everyday life as an 
American citizen? 

• How should Americans obtain their news? 
• How should news be interpreted? 
 

• Students should bring in a current event at least 
once a week for class discussion.  The articles 
that are brought in for class discussion do not 
need to be summarized in written form, but each 
student must know the story of his/her article.  
Instructor can facilitate a class discussion about 
the news articles and students may voice 
opinions relating to the articles.  Assessment: 
Active participation, completion of assignment 
(bringing in an article and knowing what it is 
about). 

• Have students view 4 different clips of television 
broadcast news.  Have students listen to 4 
different clips of radio broadcast news.  Students 
should have 8-10 minutes to write a reaction to 
both types of broadcast news, they should note 
the similarities and differences and what their 
experiences were as audience members.  
Facilitate a class discussion about student 
reactions to these types of broadcast media.  Be 
sure to bring up the issue of media sources and 
how the stories change depending on the 
source.  Assessment: Completion of free-write 
reaction and active participation. 

• Cumulative Project: Students must choose three 
different types of news media sources and 
compare them (eg: internet news, news radio, 
news television, newspaper, etc).  Students will 
write a comparison essay and discuss aspects of 
these news sources such as accuracy, audience 
experience, and types of news reported.  
Students may report findings to the class.  
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Topic: Independent Reading Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 14: The student will be able to choose, read, and review an approved independent reading novel.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 14.1. Analyze literary elements 
and devices used in chosen 
independent reading novel. 
(3.1.G.6-8) 

14.2. Write and illustrate 
advertisements supporting 
or discouraging individuals 
to read the novel. (3.2.D.2-
3) 

14.3. Write weekly typed journals 
that record their experience 
of reading the novel. 
(3.2.A.1) 

14.4. Complete a cumulative 
project about the novel. 
(3.2.B.4-5, 10), (3.2.D.2-3) 
 

• Why is the reader’s interaction with a novel an 
important aspect of being an active reader? 

 
 

• During the fourth quarter, students will be 
required to complete two independent reading 
projects.  Both novels will be chosen by the 
student from an approved list obtained from the 
instructor. 

• Students will keep a log of analysis of literary 
elements as they read the novel.  The analysis 
will include characterization, plot development, 
conflict, etc. 

• After the first independent reading project each 
student will go “on trial” to either defend or 
criticize his/her novel.  Students should employ 
the skills used in writing persuasive essays for 
the HSPA exam and must also include an 
illustration that correlates to their position.  Each 
student will give a speech of 6-8 minutes about 
his/her novel and an explanation of his/her 
position.  The audience (or “jury”) will judge on a 
scale from 1-5 how convincing the argument 
was.  Assessment: Students will be assessed 
using a multiple-point rubric incorporating the 
presentation, the audience response, the written 
position paper, etc. 
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Topic: Résumé Writing & Interviewing Skills Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
12th Grade/Fundamentals 
of Literacy II 

Goal 15: The student will be able to develop a usable résumé and refine interview techniques. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 15.1. Evaluate methods of 
obtaining employment (eg: 
walk-in, classified ads, 
internet employment sites, 
employment agencies, etc.). 
(3.1.G.12-13), (3.1.H.2) 

15.2. Identify format and 
successful elements of 
résumé writing. (3.1.G.1, 12) 

15.3. Write and revise resumes. 
(3.2.A.3-5), (3.2.D.6) 

15.4. Observe an employment 
interview. (3.4.A.1-2), 
(3.4.B.1-3) 

15.5. Model interview skills and 
practice interviewing in a 
mock-interview setting. 
(3.3.B.1, 6-7), (3.3.C.1), 
(3.3.D.1, 3, 5-6) 
 

• How can I successfully obtain a job? 
• What makes one resume more appealing than 

another? 
 

• Introduce students to the different ways to look 
for employment and the resources that are 
available to them.  Bring in newspapers, 
brochures from employment agencies, and have 
them view internet employment sites.  Have 
students choose two different jobs: the job they 
can obtain presently, and the job they would like 
in the future.  Assessment: Students must write 
a one page journal entry providing reasons why 
they would want both of these jobs. 

• Have students write down what kind of skills they 
have that might look appealing to an employer.  
Show the students an example of a résumé and 
review the parts of the résumé.  In pairs, have 
students make a list of “action” words that would 
be useful on a résumé.  On the board, compile 
an entire class list of these “action” words and 
have the students write them down.  Take 
students to the computer lab to type up rough 
drafts of résumés using the “action” words.  
Assessment: Completion of final draft of résumé 
for each of the two jobs chosen earlier. 

• Students will participate in a mock interview with 
another student. Each student will have a 
chance to be the interviewer and an interviewee.  
The guidelines of the mock interview include 
having questions prepared ahead of time and 
checked by the instructor. Presentable dress, 
use of proper speech and correct grammar is 
also required. Assessment: Each mock interview 
will be assessed by the instructor using a rubric 
that the students will have ahead of time. 
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HSPA Testing Timeline 
 

October- HSPA testing 
January- HSPA scores received 
February- SRA process begins* 
March- HSPA 
March 31- SRA deadline 
June- HSPA scores received 
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RESOURCES 
 

• Vocabulary Workshop Level G 
 
• Measuring Up on the NJ HSPA. (2000).  New Jersey: The Peoples Publishing Group, Inc. 
 
• Murphy, J.A.  (2005).  Getting Ready for the NJ Language Arts HSPA: Review and practice book.  

New Jersey: Prentice Hall. 
 
• Weinthal, E.  (2003).  How To Prepare For The NJ HSPA In Language Arts Literacy. 

New Jersey: Barron’s Educational Series. 
 
• Thomas, J., Thomas, D., & Hazuka, T.  (1992).  Flash Fiction: 72 very short stories. 

New York: W.W. Norton & Company. 
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COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
 
1. The student will be able to review and identify the format and requirements of the HSPA exam. 
2. The student will be able to identify vocabulary and their definitions that frequently appear on standardized tests such as the HSPA 

exam. 
3. The student will be able to read both narrative and persuasive texts and extrapolate the required information to successfully 

complete the section of the HSPA exam. 
4. The student will be able to write accurate responses for the picture prompt and persuasive writing portions of the HSPA exam. 
5. The student will be able to investigate all aspects of the super short story, which is the length and form of the literature used on the 

HSPA exam. 
6. The student will be able to practice completing timed sections of each part of the HSPA exam. 
7. The student will be able to recognize synonyms and antonyms of vocabulary words that are frequently used on the HSPA exam. 
8. The student will be able to adopt a routine of either reading or viewing news on a daily basis, summarizing that information, and 

evaluating it. 
9. The student will be able to choose, read, and review an approved independent reading novel. 
10. The student will be able to develop a usable résumé and refine interview techniques. 
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