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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

The goal of the Monroe Township High School Language Arts program is to develop and to enhance students’ ability to communicate 
effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  Probably the single most important attribute of academic and career success, effective 
communication is based on the components of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 
 
A successful high school English program develops these components through an integrated approach to the language arts.  This 
includes instruction in and practice of the support skills underlying each of these processes.  For example, in the writing component, 
students write regularly, in a variety of modes and for a variety of audiences, using writing activities designed to appeal to students’ 
interests and needs.  Students learn strategies for prewriting and revising – in essence, skills for critical thinking such as analysis, 
synthesis, problem-solving and evaluation.  They also share their writing with others and keep records of their writing development and 
samples of their writing in a portfolio.  Frequent formal and informal assessment of the student’s writing provides the teacher, the 
student and the parent with information about the student’s areas of strength and the areas that need improvement. 
 
Reading and writing about literature become increasingly more important as students develop the sophisticated skills of analysis and 
interpretation.  By the time they complete their senior year, students will have read significant works of American, British and World 
literature.  They also will have learned to express themselves in all of the rhetorical modes and to conduct independent research. 

 
 
 
 

Educational Goals 
 

Introduction to Public Speaking and Modes of Writing is a course that initiates the sophistication of verbal and written communication on 
the ninth and tenth grade levels.  The course focuses on the improvement of public speaking and writing for venues in and outside the 
world of academia.  Students will begin the year improving their writing skills, beginning at the very fundamental levels of writing such 
as grammar, format, and development of topics.  The program will transition from writing to public speaking by the mid-year mark.  The 
public speaking portion of the course is designed to address all the adolescent fears of speaking in front of a group while 
simultaneously providing them with skills to captivate an audience.  By the end of this course, students will have acquired a repertoire of 
communication skills that will support their adeptness in every facet of life.  The course will culminate with the development of a 
portfolio, and may serve as a tangible benefit to students in the future. 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about the Language Arts Literacy Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy were revised in 2004 to include the five general 
standards of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing and media literacy, along with specific strands and cumulative progress 
indicators for each.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and 
may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for 
Language Arts Literacy may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3_lal.htm 
 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3_lal.htm�
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Introduction to Public Speaking and Modes of Writing 
Scope and Sequence 

 
Quarter I 

Big Idea: Communication 
I. The Importance of Writing and Speaking 
a. Pre-assess their speaking, writing, and research skills from other courses. 
b. Evaluate the importance of being a skillful oral and written communicator. 
c. Define formal and informal language and evaluate their uses. 
d. Establish class guidelines to foster community. 
e. Create goals for improving writing and speaking skills. 
f. Identify and define the parts of the writing process. 

Big Idea: Structure 
II. The Structure of Writing 
a. Outline and diagram a correctly formatted thesis statement. 
b. Narrow topics for writing and create a thesis statement. 
c. Identify topic sentences, supporting details/information, and conclusion 
sentences. 
d.  Write/create a collection of seven different kinds of introductory paragraphs. 
e.  Identify the purpose of pre-writing activities. 
f.   Create a basic outline and a sentence outline for an essay topic. 

Big Idea: Meaning & Syntax 
III.  The Nuances of Words 
 a. Identify and define important writing terms such as diction, pathos, ethos, 
and logos. 
b.  Identify errors and correct grammatical mistakes in passages. 
c.  Construct sentences that are complex and vary in syntax. 
d.  Choose appropriate quotations to support an argument. 
e.  Construct a framework for quotations within the body of an essay. 

Big Idea: Structure & Function 
IV.  Interacting with Rhetorical Modes 
a.  Identify thesis statements and main purposes of expository essays. 
b.  Describe the purposes of the different rhetorical modes (eg: narration, 
description, persuasion, comparison, expository) 
c.  Analyze the arguments of different essays for use of pathos, ethos, and 
logos. 
d.  Evaluate the effectiveness of the authors style and diction in relation to the 
purpose of the essay. 

Quarter II 
Big Idea: Research & Support 
V.  Introduction to Revision and Research 
a.  Identify the main elements of MLA format for writing an essay and 
documenting sources. 
b.  Explore the print and electronic research offerings of the media center. 
c.  Develop a comfort in knowing how to utilize the media center as a source for 
research. 
d.  Create a works cited page that correctly documents a myriad of different 
kinds of research resources. 
e. Explain the importance of the revision process. 
f.  Adopt an awareness of constructive criticism. 
g. Practice revising and providing feedback for classmates’ pieces. 

Big Idea: Connections 
VI.  Writing for Different Purposes 
a.  Brainstorm and evaluate the many different situations that require 
competence in writing. 
b.  Write a formal letter to an employer or a college admissions board. 
c.  Write a descriptive letter to a friend or family member. 
d.  Write an autobiographical account of something in their lives. 
e.  Write a news story for the school newspaper. 
f.   Write a poem that utilizes a myriad of poetic devices. 
 

Big Idea:  Composition & Perspective 
VII.  Close Reading Analysis Form 
 a.  Identify the use of principle of analysis. 
 b.  Generate analysis that is consistent with the topic and thesis statement 
 c.  Use critical thinking to draw an independent conclusion while reading. 
 d.  Compose a successful close reading analysis essay. 

Big Idea: Composition & Perspective 
VIII.  Research Essay Form 
 a. Judge the effectiveness of using research to support a point. 
 b. Identify the main aspects of the MLA format. 
 c. Introduce and explicate quotations from research 
 d. Evaluate the appropriateness of scholarly sources. 
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Quarter III 
Big Idea: Courage 
IX.  Breaking Outside of One’s Shell 
 a. Identify and describe one’s speaking personality in conversation and in a 
formal venue. 
 b. Utilize daily exercises/practices to strengthen one’s confidence and speaking 
ability. 
 c. Evaluate the use of humor in speech-making forums. 
 d. Write a speech using a copycat form to become comfortable with the format. 
 e. Judge why public speaking is a challenging but useful skill. 

Big Idea: Structure & Function 
X. Analysis of Famous Speeches and Debates 
 a. Evaluate the importance of words and language in addition to taking 
“performance” into consideration. 
 b. Analyze a written speech for tone, emphasis, and diction. 
 c. Judge the effectiveness of “performance” skills of established public 
speakers. 
 d. Create classroom discussion forums to collectively analyze a speech. 
 e. Summarize and interpret others’ speeches. 

Quarter IV 

Big Idea: Evolution 
XI. Opportunities to Practice in Different Ways 
 a. Write and deliver a “How To” speech to the class that incorporates the use of 
visuals and props. 
 b. Design and teach a lesson to the class about a public speaking technique. 
 c. Read and present a book/novel to the class as an informational and 
entertaining presentation. 
 d. Evaluate themselves and their peers using presentation rubrics. 
 e. Create a formal and strictly informational presentation/speech (PowerPoint 
required). 

Big Idea: Creativity 
XII. Construct a Presentation to Display Work 
 a. Arrange pieces of written work in a purposeful manner. 
 b. Revise and edit written pieces with the help of peers. 
 c. Construct a visually pleasing and professional presentation of speeches. 
 d. Explore ways technology can assist one in making a stellar portfolio. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Communication   
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: The Importance of Writing and Speaking  

Goal 1: The students will be able to identify and explain the importance of competency in writing and 
speaking for many purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
1.1. Pre-assess their speaking, 

writing, and research skills 
from other courses. 
(3.1.12.A.1) 

 
1.2. Evaluate the importance of 

being a skillful oral and 
written communicator.  
(3.1.12.G.22, 3.1.12.G.23) 

 
1.3. Define formal and informal 

language and evaluate their 
uses. (3.1.12.F.3, 
3.1.12.F.5) 

 
1.4. Establish class guidelines to 

foster community.  
(3.3.12.D.6) 

 
1.5. Create goals for improving 

writing and speaking skills. 
(3.2.12.A.9, 3.3.12.D.6) 

 
1.6. Identify and define the parts of 

the writing process. 
(3.2.12.!.1, 3.2.12.A.4) 

 
• What importance does public speaking have in society? 

(being an effective communicator, etc) 
• How does tone and inflection function in communication? 

(it affects the experience of the audience and 
communication of the message) 

• Why is differentiating between formal and informal 
language significant in the writing/speaking process? 
(it relates to speaking to a certain audience) 

• How can goals motivate a learner? 
(help them organize the things they need to improve 
upon to meet the goal) 

 
 
Styles of communication must vary based on audience, 

purpose, venue, and content. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
• Pre-Test: Students will take a pre-test that 

assesses their knowledge of research skills, 
writing/editing skills, and background knowledge 
about public speaking.  Instructor should use the 
pre-test as a guideline for the needs of the 
students. (Knowledge, Comprehension) 

 
• Icebreaker: Each student must interview another 

person in the class for basic personal 
information.  When finished, each student will 
come to the front of the room with his/her partner 
and introduce the other person to the class and 
explain a little about the person, then the partner 
will introduce the other person. (Analysis, 
Synthesis) 

 
• Students will be split up into groups.  Each group 

will be assigned a popular profession and the 
group must brainstorm everyday needs of 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Communication   
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: The Importance of Writing and Speaking  

Goal 1: The students will be able to identify and explain the importance of competency in writing and 
speaking for many purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

effective written and oral communication in that 
profession.  Groups will share their discussions 
with the class and the instructor will guide the 
discussion towards the importance of effective 
communicating. (Synthesis, Analysis) 

 
• In pairs, students will complete a graphic 

organizer that asks them to define the difference 
between formal and informal language and 
provide examples of each.  Instructor will 
facilitate a large class discussion on language 
and outline formal definitions for diction, 
colloquial diction, etc. (Knowledge, 
Comprehension) 

 
• In small groups, students will brainstorm their 

expectations for the class and what they would 
like to accomplish in the realm of communication.  
Groups will share their discussions with the entire 
class and the instructor will chart the discussion 
on the board.  The discussion will culminate in 
designing the class goals for the course. 
(Analysis, Evaluation) 

 
• Students will be split into groups of three or four 

students.  Each group will be assigned a part of 
the writing process.  Groups must explain that 
part of the process, tell why it is important, and 
create a visual symbol for that step in the 
process.  Groups will then present their work to 
the class.  This activity will serve as a 
review/establishment of the steps of the writing 
process.  Charts will be posted around the 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Communication   
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: The Importance of Writing and Speaking  

Goal 1: The students will be able to identify and explain the importance of competency in writing and 
speaking for many purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

classroom as a constant reminder of the process. 
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Structure 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: The Structure of Writing 

Goal 2: The student will be able to outline and utilize definitive structures found in essay writing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
2.1. Outline and diagram a 

correctly formatted thesis 
statement. (3.2.12.B.3) 

 
2.2. Narrow topics for writing and 

create a thesis statement. 
(3.2.12.A.2, 3.2.12.A.3) 

 
2.3. Identify topic sentences, 

supporting 
details/information, and 
conclusion sentences. 
(3.2.12.B.4) 

 
2.4. Write/create a collection of 

seven different kinds of 
introductory paragraphs. 
(3.2.12.B.9) 

 
2.5. Identify the purpose of pre-

writing activities. 
(3.2.12.A.3) 

 
2.6. Create a basic outline and a 

sentence outline for an 
essay topic. (3.2.12.A.3, 
3,2,12,A.4) 
 

 
• How does a thesis statement function within an essay? 

(as a guide for the reader and direction of the 
argument) 

• Why is unity and coherence important in a piece of 
writing? 
(it makes the piece easier for readers to comprehend) 

• How does a writer effectively develop a thesis? 
(choosing the best examples to explicate the point, etc) 

• Why is organization of ideas a necessary precursor to 
writing? 
(it contributes to the flow of the ideas in an essay) 

 
 
Writers always use structure in every kind of written 

document to make things easily understandable for 
their readers. 

• Students will view a PowerPoint presentation and 
take notes about the seven different kinds of 
introductory paragraphs and the format of a 
thesis statement.  Individually, students will 
choose one kind of introductory paragraph and 
attempt to write in that format.  Students will 
exchange papers with a partner and evaluate 
whether or not the introductory paragraph is 
interesting and would “hook” a reader.  
(Knowledge, Application, Comprehension) 

 
• Students will choose a thesis statement from a 

pre-made list of 10 thesis statements.  With this 
one thesis statement, students must write seven 
different introductory paragraphs (all for the same 
topic/essay).  In class, students will peer edit their 
collection of introductory paragraphs.  The 
revised collection will be handed in to the 
instructor as a formal writing assignment grade. 
(Comprehension, Application, Synthesis) 

 
• Divide students into groups of three or four.  Give 

each group a broad research topic (eg: family, 
violence, environment, education, teens) and 
have them narrow it down into three different 
research topics.  For each narrowed topic, 
student groups should write sample thesis 
statements.  Groups will present their work to the 
class.  Instructor will then present an individual 
assignment of narrowing research topics.  
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Structure 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: The Structure of Writing 

Goal 2: The student will be able to outline and utilize definitive structures found in essay writing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• In pairs, students will be given exemplary 
paragraphs from successful expository essays.  
Students must diagram and label topic 
sentences, supporting details, conclusion 
sentences, and transition statements.  Instructor 
will facilitate a large class discussion/lesson 
about the structure of successful paragraphs.  
(Application, Comprehension) 

 
• Students will be divided into groups of three or 

four.  Each will be given a different brainstorming 
graphic organizer.  Student groups must 
brainstorm a topic using this graphic organizer 
and evaluate the effectiveness of using this 
particular graphic organizer.  Groups will present 
their experience to the class.  Each student will 
be provided with a packet of graphic organizers 
to put in their brainstorming “tool box.”  
(Application, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• The instructor will review examples of formal and 

informal outlines for essays.  Students will 
practice developing a part of a formal sentence 
outline in pairs.  Students will be required to 
complete an entire sentence outline and an 
informal outline for an essay topic.  This will be 
typed in MLA format and handed in to the 
instructor for a writing assignment grade.  
(Application, Comprehension, Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Meaning & Syntax 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: The Nuances of Words 

Goal 3: The student will be able to examine and employ different grammar skills and vocabulary. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
3.1. Identify and define important 

writing terms such as 
diction, pathos, ethos, and 
logos. (3.2.12.B.1, 
3.2.12.B.5) 

 
3.2. Identify errors and correct 

grammatical mistakes in 
passages. (3.2.12.A.6, 
3.2.12.C.1) 

 
3.3. Construct sentences that 

are complex and vary in 
syntax. (3.2.12.C.2, 
3.2.12.C.3) 

 
3.4. Choose appropriate 

quotations to support an 
argument. (3.2.12.B.7) 

 
3.5. Construct a framework for 

quotations within the body of 
an essay. (3.2.12.B.7) 
 

 
• How does a writer effectively integrate quotations from 

various sources? 
(imbedding it into the ideas in a paper, etc) 

• Why is grammar an integral part of writing? 
(it is the building block of language) 

• Why is flow and transitioning a paramount concern of 
writers? 
(it increases the readability of a piece) 

 
 
Effective writers must be conscious of the very building 

blocks of language, words and grammar, in order to 
communicate on the page. 

• Students will view and take notes from a 
PowerPoint presentation about “framing” 
quotations within a research paper.  The 
following day, in student groups of four, 
students will have a quotation for which they 
must create a “frame” (ie: write an 
introductory/lead-in sentence, reword the 
quotation, interpret it, and justify its use).  
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will participate in daily grammar 

exercises to improve recognition and correction 
of subject-verb agreement, subject-pronoun 
agreement, and consistency of tense in writing.  
Students will vary completing these exercises in 
pairs and individually.  (Application, 
Comprehension) 

 
• Split students into groups of three or four.  Give 

each group a quotation.  Student groups must 
create an introduction sentence, rewording 
sentence, and justification sentence for the 
quotation.  Student groups will present their 
framed quotations to the class.  
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• Individually, students will create quotation 

frames for five different quotations.  Students 
must type up the framed quotations in MLA 
format.  This will be collected and graded by the 
instructor as a formal writing assignment. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Meaning & Syntax 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: The Nuances of Words 

Goal 3: The student will be able to examine and employ different grammar skills and vocabulary. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

(Analysis, Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Structure & Function 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Interacting with Rhetorical Modes 

Goal 4: The student will be able to analyze the use of writing structure and strategy within expository 
essays. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
4.1. Identify thesis statements 

and main purposes of 
expository essays. 
(3.2.12.A.2, 3.1.12.E.3, 
3.1.12.G.15) 

 
4.2. Describe the purposes of 

the different rhetorical 
modes (eg: narration, 
description, persuasion, 
comparison, expository). 
(3.1.12.E.3, 3.1.12.G.15, 
3.1.12.G.18)  

 
4.3. Analyze the arguments of 

different essays for use of 
pathos, ethos, and logos. 
(3.1.12.G.15, 3.1.12.G.18) 

 
4.4. Evaluate the effectiveness 

of the author’s style and 
diction in relation to the 
purpose of the essay.  
(3.1.12.G.9) 
 

 
• How do rhetorical modes change with author, topic, 

and purpose of an essay? 
(authors often choose the best way to communicate the 
point) 

• What hooks a reader into reading a piece of prose? 
(interesting beginning statements, intriguing 
introductions, etc) 

• How are pathos, ethos, and logos used effectively? 
(to use the best strategy to appeal to an audience) 

 
 
Successful written word most often comes from writers that 

have an affinity for reading and use of rhetorical 
modes. 

 
• For homework, have students read three different 

student sample essays.  In class, in pairs, have 
students highlight the thesis statements and 
assign appropriate titles to the work.  Instructor 
will facilitate a class discussion about locating the 
main idea/purpose of an essay. (Comprehension, 
Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will read examples of essays that cover 

modes of writing such as narration, description, 
persuasion, comparison, and expository.  
Instructor may use a peer teaching method to 
have each group teach the class about a 
particular mode of writing in which they have 
become experts. (Comprehension, Analysis, 
Synthesis) 

 
• In pairs, students will be given exemplary 

persuasive essays.  Students must complete a 
close reading activity that asks them to examine 
the use of pathos, ethos, and logos.  Students 
will complete a graphic organizer that sorts out 
the examples of each.  (Comprehension, 
Analysis) 

 
• Students will choose one of the essays that have 

been analyzed in class.  Students must write a 
close analysis essay that focuses on diction and 
style.  The essay must utilize direct quotations 
from the chosen analysis piece.  The essay must 
be typed in MLA format and handed into the 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Structure & Function 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Interacting with Rhetorical Modes 

Goal 4: The student will be able to analyze the use of writing structure and strategy within expository 
essays. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

instructor to be graded by a class-created rubric.  
(Analysis,  Synthesis) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Research & Support 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Introduction to Revision and Research 

Goal 5: The student will be able to adopt proper revision and research habits. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
5.1. Identify the main elements 

of MLA format for writing an 
essay and documenting 
sources. (3.1.12.H.1) 

 
5.2. Explore the print and 

electronic research offerings 
of the media center. 
(3.1.12.H.1) 

 
5.3. Develop a comfort in 

knowing how to utilize the 
media center as a source for 
research. (3.1.12.H.1, 
3,1,12.H.3) 

 
5.4. Create a works cited page 

that correctly documents a 
myriad of different kinds of 
research resources. 
(3.1.12.H.1, 3.1.12.H.3) 

 
5.5. Explain the importance of 

the revision process.  
(3.2.12.A.6, 3.2.12.B.11) 

 
5.6. Adopt an awareness of 

constructive criticism. 
(3.2.12.B.11) 

 

 
• How does a writer effectively integrate quotations from 

various sources? 
(embedding them in the essay) 

• Why is MLA format necessary in essay writing? 
(consistency creates more concentration on content) 

• Why is revision an essential part of the writing 
process? 
(writing may only improve with each revision) 

• What are the necessary criteria for revision? 
(examining use of: grammar, syntax, diction, format, 
research, and support) 

 
 
When attempting to prove and challenging point, using 

evidence from “experts” is most appropriate way to 
increase support in an essay. 

 
• Students will complete a scavenger hunt, which 

uses all of the research resources available to 
students, that asks them to outline the most 
pertinent MLA format elements.  The prize for 
winning the scavenger hunt in record time may 
be determined by the instructor. (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Analysis) 

 
• Students will take on the role of a newspaper 

reporter.  Students will investigate the print and 
electronic research offerings in the media center.  
Students will write an informative piece that 
outlines the availability of research resources.  
After being graded by the instructor, students 
may submit the article to the school newspaper 
for possible publication. (Comprehension, 
Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• The instructor will assign each student a research 

topic.  The students must use the media center to 
locate and document research sources that cover 
a myriad of different types (eg: magazine, 
newspaper, website, book, etc).  Each student 
will complete a works cited page using proper 
MLA format.  (Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• As a journal entry students will speculate about 

the saying: “Two heads are better than one.”  In 
discussion of the journal, the instructor should 
facilitate a discussion about the importance of the 
peer revision process. (Application, 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Research & Support 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Introduction to Revision and Research 

Goal 5: The student will be able to adopt proper revision and research habits. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5.7. Practice revising and 
providing feedback for 
classmates’ pieces. 
(3.2.12.A.6, 3.2.12.B.11) 

Comprehension, Analysis) 
 
• In pairs, students will brainstorm elements that 

should be included in the peer editing guidelines.  
As an entire class, the peer editing guidelines will 
be drafted and put into practice with weekly 
practice of peer editing. (Application, 
Comprehension, Synthesis) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Connections 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Writing for Different Purposes 

Goal 6: The student will be able to create written pieces for different audiences/purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
6.1. Brainstorm and evaluate the 

many different situations 
that require competence in 
writing. (3.2.12.A.3) 

 
6.2. Write a formal letter to an 

employer or a college 
admissions board.  
(3.2.12.D.6) 

 
6.3. Write a descriptive letter to a 

friend or family member. 
(3.2.12.D.1) 

 
6.4. Write an autobiographical 

account of something in 
their lives. (3.2.12.D.1, 
3.2.12.D.7) 

 
6.5. Write a news story for the 

school newspaper. 
(3.2.12.D.1, 3.2.12.D.2, 
3.2.12.D.5) 

 
6.6. Write a poem that utilizes a 

myriad of poetic devices. 
(3.2.12.D.1, 3.2.12.D.7) 
 

 
• Why is writing an important skill outside academia? 

(writing is an integral part of the professional world) 
• What are the advantages of being able to communicate 

clearly and accurately through written word? 
(having one’s ideas heard, etc) 

• How does writing change when the audience and 
purpose changes? 
(the tone, diction, and rhetorical mode may change to 
suit the audience) 

 
 
Writing is a skill that has far reaches beyond the classroom 

and can be applicable in various fields and situations. 
 
 
Performance Assessment (GRASPS): 
Goal: Students will write a two to three page 

autobiographical account of a memorable event. 
Role: At different stages of this assignment, students will 
take on roles of both a writer and an editor. 
Audience: Students should target their written piece for a 
wide audience and focus to create something engaging 
and readable. 
Situation: Students will brainstorm an event that they find 
hard to forget or an events that took place within a fairly 
short period of time.  Students will use a storyboard graphic 
organizer to complete the brainstorming process. 
Product

 

: Students will have a complete and peer-edited 
autobiographical account of something that has happened 

• In groups, students will be assigned an 
environment (eg: work, home, public, private).  
Each group will be asked to brainstorm how 
writing is used in that environment and explain 
the specific situations.  Student groups will 
present their findings to the class. (Analysis, 
Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• The instructor will provide samples of formal 

letters to students.  In pairs, students will 
examine the language and format and compare it 
to emails, a less formal medium.  Individually, 
students will write a formal letter to either an 
employer or college admissions board.  This 
assignment will be collected by the instructor and 
graded with a class-created rubric. 
(Comprehension, Application, Synthesis) 

 
• Conversely, the instructor should assign for the 

students to write a descriptive letter to a friend or 
family member.  In pairs, students will exchange 
the pair of letters (formal and informal) and chart 
the differences in language.  The instructor will 
facilitate a class discussion about the differences 
of approach when the audience changes. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• Divide students into groups of three or four.  

Assign one poetic device to each group and ask 
them to create a definition, visual symbol, and 
example for each device.  Student groups will 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Connections 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Writing for Different Purposes 

Goal 6: The student will be able to create written pieces for different audiences/purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

in their lives. 
Standards/Criteria

then present to the class.  Students must then 
write a poem that utilizes at least three poetic 
devices reviewed in class.  This assignment will 
be graded with a class-created rubric. (Analysis, 
Evaluation, Synthesis) 

: This assignment should be two to three 
typed paragraphed.  It should be an example of a revised 
and finished product.  The assignment must be in 
alignment with MLA format and handed to the instructor for 
grading.  
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Composition & Perspective 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Close Reading Analysis Form 

Goal 7: The student will be able to formulate close analysis of rhetorical essays. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
7.1. Identify the use of principle 

of analysis.  (3.1.12.E.1, 
3.1.12.G.15) 

 
7.2. Generate analysis that is 

consistent with the topic and 
thesis statement. 
(3.2.12.B.5) 

 
7.3. Use critical thinking to draw 

an independent conclusion 
while reading.  (3.1.12.E.1, 
3.1.12.G.15)  

 
7.4. Compose a successful close 

reading analysis essay. 
(3.2.12.B.5, 3.2.12.B.7) 
 

 
• Why is it effective to separate a whole into its elements 

during analysis? 
(it breaks down the analysis for the reader and helps to 
prove the author’s point) 

• How is this method essential to understanding and 
evaluating objects, works, and ideas? 
(many ideas and parts contribute to something’s 
entirety) 

• How is analysis best supported within an essay? 
(with direct quotations/examples of the parts of the 
analysis) 

 
 
Breaking an analysis subject into pieces and closely 

examining each piece is one highly effective way to 
gain a better understanding of the whole. 

 
 
 
 

 
• For homework, students must bring in a picture 

of a complicated or busy scene.  The scene can 
be anywhere and about anything, as long as it 
is class appropriate.  The following day in class, 
the instructor will collect the pictures, shuffle 
them, and redistribute them to the students.  
Students will have to look at the picture they 
have been given and write a list of observations 
about the picture.  Within this list of 
observations, students must make inferences 
about what is happening in the picture.  
Discussion as an entire class; instructor 
provides formal definition of critical thinking and 
speculating. (Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will trade their picture with that of a 

classmate close by, repeat the aforementioned 
activity, and compare observation/inferences 
lists with the classmate.  Instructor will facilitate 
a large class discussion about the differences in 
observations and provide a formal definition for 
principle of analysis. (Analysis, Evaluation, 
Synthesis) 

 
• Students will read a close reading analysis 

essay within American Literature and identify 
the purpose of the essay, as well as the large 
topic and the parts that the author chooses to 
focus on.  In pairs, students will chart the 
elements into which the author divides the 
analysis topic.  Pairs will present their findings 
to the class. (Comprehension, Analysis, 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Composition & Perspective 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Close Reading Analysis Form 

Goal 7: The student will be able to formulate close analysis of rhetorical essays. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Evaluation) 
 
• Students will read a close analysis essay on a 

current controversial topic and respond to a 
homework journal requiring them to formulate 
their own opinions about the topic.  Homework 
journal will both be discussed in class and 
collected and graded by the instructor.  
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will take on the role of a cultural 

sociologist.  Each student will choose a current 
issue in society on which to write a close 
analysis essay.  The essay must include one 
outside research source and be typed and 
formatted in MLA format. The assignment will 
be graded using a class-created rubric.  
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Composition & Perspective 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Research Essay Form 

Goal 8: The student will be able to construct an exemplary research essay. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
8.1. Judge the effectiveness of 

using research to support a 
point. (3.1.12.G.15, 
3.1.12.G.17) 

 
8.2. Identify the main aspects of 

the MLA format. (3.2.12.B.7) 
 
8.3. Introduce and explicate 

quotations from research. 
(3.2.12.B.7, 3.2.12.B.13) 

 
8.4. Evaluate the 

appropriateness of scholarly 
sources. (3.2.12.B.7) 
 

 
• What is the purpose behind having a consistent 

research format? 
(consistency of format lets a reader focus on content) 

• Why is it important to research different 
materials/genres? 
(each different kind of publication offers a different 
caliber of analysis) 

• How is the research format going to assist organization 
in an essay?  
(it keeps ideas, research citations, and support 
organized for the reader) 

 
 
Use of a research format takes emphasis off of visual 

distraction and puts emphasis on the purpose of the 
words and the organization of the information. 

• Students will take a pre-test that assesses their 
knowledge of the MLA format.  The results from 
the format pre-test will determine the areas of 
MLA format the instructor needs to review.  
(Knowledge, Comprehension) 

 
• For homework, students will read two different 

essays: one that has evidence from research 
and one that is opinion based without the 
support of research.  The following day in class, 
students will explore the effectiveness of each 
essay’s argument through a series of activity 
questions.  The entire class will discuss the 
pairs’ findings.  (Application, Analysis, 
Evaluation) 

 
• Students will view a PowerPoint presentation 

on scholarly sources.  Students will take notes 
on which sources are scholarly and which are 
not.  Students will also write down the formal 
definition for a scholarly source and literary 
criticism.  (Knowledge, Comprehension) 

 
• Instructor will take the students to the media 

center for an introduction to the data bases and 
literature resources.  Then, the instructor will 
use the PowerPoint technology in the media 
center to visually show the students the 
difference between a “scholarly” source on the 
world wide web and a site that is not a 
“scholarly” source.  Then, individually, each 
student will be assigned a topic and must find 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Composition & Perspective 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Research Essay Form 

Goal 8: The student will be able to construct an exemplary research essay. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

five scholarly sources online that may be used 
for research for that topic.  The assignment 
would be due to the instructor at the end of the 
period. (Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation, 
Synthesis) 

 
• Assessment Model: Provide students with the 

list of five different local or countrywide college 
scholarships.  Students must write the required 
essay for one of the five scholarship contests.  
Assignment should be graded for correct 
formatting and basic writing ability.  Students 
may use the finished and graded essay as a 
real entry for one of the scholarship contests.  
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 
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Big Idea:  Courage 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Breaking Outside of One’s Shell 

Goal 9: The student will be able to embrace the experience of speaking to peers and instructors. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
9.1. Identify and describe one’s 

speaking personality in 
conversation and in a formal 
venue.3.1.12.A.1, 
3.3.12.A.3) 

 
9.2. Utilize daily 

exercises/practices to 
strengthen one’s confidence 
and speaking ability.  
(3.3.12.D.1, 3.3.12.D.3) 

 
9.3. Evaluate the use of humor 

in speech-making forums. 
(3.3.12.C.1) 

 
9.4. Write a speech using a 

copycat form to become 
comfortable with the format. 
(3.3.12.D.1, 3.3.12.D.3) 

 
9.5. Judge why public speaking 

is a challenging but useful 
skill. (3.3.12.A.1, 3.3.12.A.4) 
 

 
• How do we effectively deal with the anxiety of public 

speaking?   
(relaxation techniques, preparation, etc) 

• What kinds of strategies can assist with the emotional 
strain of public speaking? 
(visualization, relaxation, knowing one’s audience) 

• Why is public speaking an important part of being a 
good communicator? 
(being comfortable in front of a group, communicating 
one’s ideas) 

 
 
The development of public speaking skills is a cornerstone 

to effective communication inside and outside the 
classroom. 

 
• The instructor will facilitate vocal chord and 

comfort-building activities such as having 
students speak a list of words at different decibel 
levels or using goofy voices.  (Application, 
Comprehension) 

 
• The instructor will give each pair of students a 

series of words that, while they are actual English 
words, have no meaning in relation to each other.  
Each student must repeat the series perfectly.  If 
the student repeats the list exactly right, then one 
word is added each time.  This activity is meant 
to exercise the mouth, vocal chords, and reading-
speaking ability. (Application, Comprehension) 

 
• Each student will be assigned a common fear of 

public speakers.  Students will use the media 
center resources to gather factual information on 
this fear and coping methods.  Students will 
create a small two minute informal speech to 
deliver to the class. (Application, Analysis, 
Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will write a letter to themselves 

explaining all of their fears and insecurities about 
public speaking.  They will put the letters in 
sealed envelopes and we will review them again 
at the end of the year. (Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will view three different speeches, two 

that use humor and one that doesn’t.  In pairs, 



 28 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Courage 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Breaking Outside of One’s Shell 

Goal 9: The student will be able to embrace the experience of speaking to peers and instructors. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

students will discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of using humor in a speech, while 
recording their discussion on a graphic organizer.  
Individually, students will attempt to write three 
paragraphs that utilize humor.  Students will 
share their short pieces with the class. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation, 
Synthesis) 

 
• The instructor will hand out a short speech that 

boasts a specific structure.  Students will choose 
a topic and attempt to copycat the form and 
structure of the short speech.  The instructor will 
collect these assignments in order to check for 
understanding. (Comprehension, Analysis, 
Synthesis) 
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Big Idea:  Structure & Function 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Analysis of Famous Speeches and Debates 

Goal 10: The student will be able to analyze the strategies used in famous speeches and debates. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
10.1. Evaluate the importance of 

words and language in 
addition to taking 
“performance” into 
consideration.  (3.3.12.C.1, 
3.3.12.C.2) 

 
10.2. Analyze a written speech for 

tone, emphasis, and diction. 
(3.3.12.C.1, 3.3.12.C.2) 

 
10.3. Judge the effectiveness of 

“performance” skills of 
established public speakers. 
(3.12.D.3, 3.3.12.D.5, 
3.3.12.D.6) 

 
10.4. Create classroom 

discussion forums to 
collectively analyze a 
speech. (3.3.12.B.3, 
3.312.B.7) 

 
10.5. Summarize and interpret 

others’ speeches. 
(3.3.12.B.1, 3.3.12.B.5) 
 

 
• Why are listening skills important to public speaking? 

(responding to questions and comments, etc) 
• What is the role of the listener during various types of 

human exchanges (eg: interview, debate, lecture)? 
(listener, note-taker, oral participant) 

• How can listening help one’s ability to speak 
effectively? 
(utilizing mimicking techniques, emulation, etc) 

• What kinds of structures are most effective in 
speeches? 
(hooking the listener into the topic, using animated 
examples, infusing humor, etc) 

• Why is oral interpretation a valuable part of public 
speaking? 
(adds another aspect/purpose of speaking in/to a 
group) 

 
 
Sophisticated and engaged listeners employ eye contact, 

note-taking strategies, and offer respectful. 
 
 
Performance Assessment (GRASPS): 
Goal: Students will review the skills of effective and 

ineffective orators. 
Role: Students will take on the role of a performance critic 

for an entertainment magazine. 
Audience

 

: When students write their review, the target 

• Play a game of telephone: An individual begins a 
message, two to three sentences long, by 
whispering it to the next individual and so on until 
everyone in the room has heard and passed on 
the message.  The last person repeats what he 
or she was told.  The instructor should transition 
into a discussion about how words and language 
are important in a message or speech.  
(Application, Evaluation)  

 
• Students will read a famous American speech.  In 

pairs, students will discuss and create responses 
to questions dealing with tone, emphasis, and 
diction.  Pairs will share their findings to the class 
and the instructor will facilitate a discussion. 
(Comprehension, Analysis) 

 
• Students will take on the role of a performance 

critic writing for an entertainment magazine.  
Students will view three different speeches during 
class.  For homework, students must write a 
review of each speech and the speaker’s 
performance skills.  Students will hand in the 
typed review to the instructor to be graded. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation, 
Synthesis) 

 
• Fishbowl Activity: Two students will be put in the 

center of a circle to discuss talking points about a 
specific speech.  The rest of the class will 
observe and record observations and their own 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Structure & Function 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Analysis of Famous Speeches and Debates 

Goal 10: The student will be able to analyze the strategies used in famous speeches and debates. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

audience should be the general public, essentially 
anyone that may purchase an entertainment magazine. 

Situation: Students will view three different speeches 
during class and take notes.  For homework, students 
must write a review of each speech and the speaker’s 
performance skills. 

Product: Students will hand in a typed review to the 
instructor and it must be formatted like a magazine 
article/column. 

Standards/Criteria

discussion points about the speech.  After the 
first two students are finished, they choose new 
students to enter the center of the “fishbowl.”  
This discussion activity should continue until 
everyone has been in the center of the circle or 
the talking points have been exhausted. 
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

: The instructor will grade the assignment 
based on consistent written standards such as 
grammar, punctuation, syntax, and spelling.  The 
assignment will also be graded on the thoughtfulness 
of the review observations and evaluation.  The 
assignment should be in magazine format and include 
one to two visuals. 

 
• Students will choose a speech by a current 

politician.  Students will research background 
information about the politician using the media 
center.  Students will write a close analysis essay 
of the speech and also summarize the main 
points of the speech.  This essay should be 
complete using proper MLA format and 
documentation.  It will be graded using a class-
created rubric. (Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 
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Big Idea:  Evolution 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Opportunities to Practice in Different Ways 

Goal 11: The student will be able to employ different public speaking strategies for many different 
audiences and purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
11.1. Write and deliver a “How 

To” speech to the class that 
incorporates the use of 
visuals and props. 
(3.3.12.B.9, 3.3.12.D.1) 

 
11.2. Design and teach a lesson 

to the class about a public 
speaking technique. 
(3.3.12.B.9, 3.3.12.D.1) 

 
11.3. Read and present a 

book/novel to the class as 
an informational and 
entertaining presentation. 
(3.3.12.D.1, 3.3.12.D.5) 

 
11.4. Evaluate themselves and 

their peers using 
presentation rubrics. 
(3.3.12.D.6) 

 
11.5. Create a formal and strictly 

informational 
presentation/speech 
(PowerPoint required). 
(3.3.12.D.1, 3.3.12.D.5, 
3.5.12.C.4) 
 

 
• What skills are required to effectively prepare a speech 

and oral presentation? 
(organization, research, rehearsal, etc) 

• What skills are required to effectively deliver a speech 
and oral presentation? 
(enunciation/pronunciation, animation, projection, 
organization, etc) 

• How does one express his/her point of view through 
body language? 
(mannerisms, facial expressions, posture, etc) 

 
 
Engaging speakers use inflection, visual aids, knowledge of 

audience, and rhetorical strategies to appeal to their 
audience. 

 
 

 
• Students will deliver a speech that informs, or 

teaches, the audience how to do something.  In 
addition to telling the audience how something is 
done, students must use visuals to show them 
through demonstration.   

           Some ideas: 
                      -How to cook something 
                      -How to wrap presents 
                      -How to diaper a baby 
                      -How to braid hair                          
This speech should be graded on organization, 
presentation skills, thoroughness of preparation, 
and how well students manipulate visuals. 
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 
 
• Students will evaluate the public speaking skills 

they have learned over the course of the 
semester and determine which one seemed most 
valuable to them.  They will then design a lesson 
around how best to teach this public speaking 
technique and deliver the lesson to the class.  
The grade for this assignment should be a 
combination of peer assessment and instructor 
assessment. (Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will choose their favorite children’s story 

and create a presentation for it.  Half of the 
presentation should be background information 
about the author and the students’ connection to 
it and the other half of the presentation should be 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Evolution 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Opportunities to Practice in Different Ways 

Goal 11: The student will be able to employ different public speaking strategies for many different 
audiences and purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

spent reading the story.  Students should read 
the book to the class, creating lively characters 
and using vocal and physical techniques to bring 
the story to life.  Since children’s stories are 
written to be read out loud and are usually silly in 
nature, students should find them easy to 
perform in an expressive way.  This assignment 
should be graded using a class-created rubric 
and a combination of peer and instructor 
feedback. (Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will compose and deliver a speech that 

is designed to teach the audience about a certain 
subject.  Students should not take a stance on an 
issue or attempt to include a persuasive point, 
but rather, give facts and information to educate 
the audience about the topic.  Visuals, such as 
PowerPoint, must be used to enhance the 
presentation. 

                  Some topic ideas: 
                         -New technology 
                         -The paranormal 
                         -Psychological issues 
                         -Hobbies 
                         -Music 
                         -Sports 
                         -Historical issues 
This speech should be graded on organization, 
presentation skills, thoroughness of preparation, 
and how well students manipulate visuals.  The 
assessment rubric will be class-created. (Analysis, 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Evolution 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Opportunities to Practice in Different Ways 

Goal 11: The student will be able to employ different public speaking strategies for many different 
audiences and purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Evaluation, Synthesis) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Creativity 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Construct a Presentation to Display Work 

Goal 12: The student will be able to create a portfolio that showcases exemplary work from the year. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
12.1. Arrange pieces of written 

work in a purposeful 
manner.  (3.2.12.B.12) 

 
12.2. Revise and edit written 

pieces with the help of 
peers. (3.2.12.B.11) 

 
12.3. Construct a visually pleasing 

and professional 
presentation of speeches. 
(3.2.12.B.12) 

 
12.4. Explore ways technology 

can assist one in making a 
stellar portfolio. 
(3.2.12.B.12, 3.5.12.C.4) 
 

• What is the purpose of having a portfolio? 
(showcasing work to others, gaining feedback, etc) 

• How do portfolios function for college and in the 
business world? 
(highlighting strengths to potential groups, etc) 

• What kinds of visual presentation styles are most 
appealing in the professional world? 
(PowerPoint, handouts, presentation booklets, CD-
Roms, websites, etc) 

 
 
 
In constructing a portfolio, students must remember that 
professional and visual appeal are the most effective ways 
to showcase work. 

• The instructor will bring in five or six different 
examples of writing/speech portfolios.  Students, 
split into groups of three students, will examine 
and analyze each one for elements of 
organization, style, presentation, etc.  Each group 
will chart its analysis and present it to the class.  
The instructor should guide the discussion 
towards the importance of having a portfolio. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation) 

 
• In pairs, students will have a list of prominent jobs 

that utilize speech-making.  Students must 
discuss each profession and brainstorm 
advantages one would have by having a portfolio. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation) 

 
• Students will gather printed copies of their work 

from the entire semester.  Each student will be 
assigned a “revision buddy.”  Students will work 
to revise and finalize copies of all pieces written 
during the school year.  The “revision buddy” will 
enforce the practice of peer editing. (Application, 
Analysis, Evaluation) 

 
• The instructor will present three different 

examples of technology infused portfolios (eg: 
web-based portfolios, CD-rom based portfolios, 
including footage of a speech).  Students will 
have a comparison graphic organizer that asks 
them to evaluate the effectiveness of each 
portfolio.  Each student will share his/her 
evaluations with a partner.  The instructor may 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Creativity 
:  

Intro to Public Speaking 
and Modes of Writing 

Topic: Construct a Presentation to Display Work 

Goal 12: The student will be able to create a portfolio that showcases exemplary work from the year. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

also invite a technology professional in to the 
class to give a presentation on “how to” 
strategies for these elaborate portfolios. 
(Knowledge, Application, Comprehension) 

 
• Students, using school and personal resources, 

will work to arrange and create a portfolio.  The 
portfolio must be professional and visually 
appealing.  It must include exemplary pieces 
completed during the semester.  It will be 
assessed using a class-created rubric. (Analysis, 
Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Gallery Activity: Students will bring in their 

portfolios to share with the class.  Each student 
will set up a display of their portfolio.  All students 
will circulate the room and examine each others’ 
portfolios.  Students will fill out a feedback form 
for each portfolio to provide the creator with 
constructive criticism.  (Analysis, Evaluation, 
Synthesis) 
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Introduction to Public Speaking and Modes of Writing 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 
1. The students will be able to identify and explain the importance of competency in writing and speaking for many purposes. 
2. The student will be able to outline and utilize definitive structures found in essay writing. 
3. The student will be able to examine and employ different grammar skills and vocabulary. 
4. The student will be able to analyze the use of writing structure and strategy within expository essays. 
5. The student will be able to adopt proper revision and research habits. 
6. The student will be able to create written pieces for different audiences/purposes. 
7. The student will be able to formulate close analysis of rhetorical essays. 
8. The student will be able to construct an exemplary research essay. 
9. The student will be able to embrace the experience of speaking to peers and instructors. 
10. The student will be able to analyze the strategies used in famous speeches and debates. 
11. The student will be able to employ different public speaking strategies for many different audiences and purposes. 
12. The student will be able to create a portfolio that showcases exemplary work from the year. 
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