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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  

  
Vision, Mission, and Goals 

 
 

Vision Statement 
The Monroe Township Board of Education commits itself to all children by preparing them to reach 
their full potential and to function in a global society through a preeminent education. 
 
 

Mission Statement 
The Monroe Public Schools in collaboration with the members of the community shall ensure that all 
children receive an exemplary education by well trained committed staff in a safe and orderly 
environment. 
 

Goals 
Raise achievement for all students paying particular attention to disparities between subgroups. 
 
Systematically collect, analyze, and evaluate available data to inform all decisions.  
 
Improve business efficiencies where possible to reduce overall operating costs. 
 
Provide support programs for students across the continuum of academic achievement with an 
emphasis on those who are in the middle. 
 
Provide early interventions for all students who are at risk of not reaching their full potential. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 
 

Philosophy 
 

The goal of the Monroe Township High School Language Arts program is to develop and to enhance students’ ability to communicate 
effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  Probably the single most important attribute of academic and career success, effective 
communication is based on the components of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 
 
A successful high school English program develops these components through an integrated approach to the language arts.  This 
includes instruction in and practice of the support skills underlying each of these processes.  For example, in the writing component, 
students write regularly, in a variety of modes and for a variety of audiences, using writing activities designed to appeal to students’ 
interests and needs.  Students learn strategies for prewriting and revising – in essence, skills for critical thinking such as analysis, 
synthesis, problem-solving and evaluation.  They also share their writing with others and keep records of their writing development and 
samples of their writing in a portfolio.  Frequent formal and informal assessment of the student’s writing provides the teacher, the 
student and the parent with information about the student’s areas of strength and the areas that need improvement. 
 
Reading and writing about literature become increasingly more important as students develop the sophisticated skills of analysis and 
interpretation.  By the time they complete their senior year, students will have read significant works of American, British and World 
literature.  They also will have learned to express themselves in all of the rhetorical modes and to conduct independent research. 
 
 
 

Educational Goals 
 
This course satisfies the ninth grade Language Arts requirement for graduation. 
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New Jersey Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy 
In History/Social Studies & Science 

 
 
The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 
(―the Standards‖) are the culmination of an extended broad-based effort to fulfill the charge issued by the states to create the next 
generation of K-12 standards in order to help ensure that all students are college and career ready in literacy no later than the end of 
high school.   
 
A complete copy of the new Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy may be found at:  
 

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards 
 
 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards
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Language Arts I 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I 
Big Idea:  Identity 
I. Identity is formed through culture, life experiences, and relationships 
A. The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros (fiction, novel) 
  1. Elements of fiction 
  2. Literary devices 
B. ―Frederick Douglass‖ by J.A. Rogers (non-fiction) 
  1. Biography 
  2. Point of view, perspective, tone, mood 
C. ―The Secret Life of Walter Mitty‖ by James Thurber (fiction) 
  1. Internal and external conflict 
D. ―Identity‖ by Julio Noboa Polanco (poetry) 
  1. Elements of poetry 
 
 
 
 

 

Quarter II 

Big Idea:  Awakenings 
II. Each one of us has unrealized potential  
A. The Miracle Worker by James Hearst (contemporary drama) 
B. Selection from Story of My Life by Helen Keller (autobiography) 
C. ―Thank You Ma’am‖ by Langston Hughes (fiction, short story) 
D. ―Fable for When There’s No Way Out‖ by May Swenson (poetry) 
 

Big Idea:  Conflict 
III. Social and survival conflict  
a. Lord of the Flies by William Golding (fiction, novel) 
  1. Historical context 
  2. Literary devices (symbolism, foreshadowing) 
b. ―We Wear the Mask‖ by Paul Laurence Dunbar (poetry) 
c. ―The Interlopers‖ by Saki (fiction, short story) 
d. ―On Being Bright, Seventeen, and Unable to Read‖ by D. Raymond  
  (nonfiction, article) 
e. ―Fireworks‖ by Amy Lowell (poetry) 
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Quarter III 
Big Idea:  Relationships: Family, Friendship & Romance 
IV. Social forces, cultural traditions and family values impact relationships. 
a. Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare (drama) 
  1. Introduction to Shakespeare (biography) 
  2. Historical context (Elizabethan Era language and culture) 
  3. Elements of drama (aside, stage directions, comic relief) 
  4. The tragedy (definition of, tragic hero, tragic flaw) 
  5. Literary devices & elements (plot structure, foil, allusion, foreshadow,  
   figurative language) 
  6. Sonnet form (Iambic pentameter, rhyme scheme, couplet)  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Quarter IV 

Big Idea:  Overcoming Obstacles   
V. Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 
a. The Odyssey by Homer (epic poem) 
  1. Conventions of the epic poem (hero, supernatural forces) 
  2. Elements of poetry (alliteration, imagery, assonance) 
  3. Background on Homer and historical context 500 BC 
b. ―Siren Song‖ by Margaret Atwood (contemporary poetry) 
c. ―An Ancient Gesture‖ by Edna St. Vincent Millay (poetry) 
d. ―Ithaca‖ by Constantine Cavafy (poetry) 

Big Idea:  Escapism 
VI. Dystopia/Utopia 
a. The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury (fiction, novel) 
  1. Figurative language (similes, metaphors) 
  2. Conflict 
b. Anthem by Ann Rand (fiction, novel) 
c. ―Harrison Bergeron‖ by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. (fiction, short story) 
d. ―Annabel Lee‖ by Edgar Allan Poe (poetry) 
e. ―Incidents in a Rose Garden‖ by Donald Justice (poetry) 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Identity 

Topic: Identity is formed through culture, life experiences, and relationships 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand self and build empathy for other perspectives and culture. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 

20-25 
Blocks 

1.1. RL 1 Cite the evidence in 
the text that most strongly 
supports a specific analysis 
of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 

1.2. RL 2 Analyze in detail the 
development and refinement 
of a theme or central idea in 
a text including how it 
emerges and how it is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details. 

1.3. RL 3 Analyze how complex 
characters, including those 
with conflicting loyalties, 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

1.4. W 3(b) Write a narrative in 
which narrative elements 
are developed (setting, 
event sequence, complex 
characters) using relevant 

Essential Questions: 

 What is it about your home, family, and 
neighborhood that provide you with a sense of 
identity? 

 What determines identity? 

 To what extent do ethnicity, gender, and age play a 
role in the development of relationships? 

 How can biography and memoir inspire your life? 

 How does the vignette differ from standard novel 
chapters? 

 How can figurative language affect the reader? 

 What are the benefits of building acceptance and 
respect for diverse cultures? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 The formation of identity is impacted by home, 
culture, neighborhood, ethnicity, gender, and age. 

 Identity is a combination of internal and external 
influences 

 Ethnicity, gender and age play crucial roles in the 
development of relationships. 

 Writers use different structures and techniques 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

 

Learning Activities: 

 Read Sandra Cisneros’s The House on Mango 
Street (Knowledge, Comprehension). 

 Jigsaw activity:  Brainstorm with students 
emerging themes (Identity, Family, Prejudice, 
Friendship, Freedom, Coming-of-Age).  Divide 
students into as many groups as themes and 
assign one of the themes. Students in these 
―expert groups‖ skim novel for specific events 
and quotes that express their assigned theme.  
Count off students in each expert group and 
have students assemble into new 
heterogeneous groups for each student to share 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Identity 

Topic: Identity is formed through culture, life experiences, and relationships 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand self and build empathy for other perspectives and culture. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

sensory details.   

1.5. W 3 (d) Use precise 
language to develop a 
picture of how the events, 
experiences, and ideas 
emerge and unfold. 

1.6. W 5 Strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a 
specific task and context. 

1.7. W 7 Perform short, focused 
research projects and more 
sustained research; 
synthesize multiple sources 
on a subject to answer a 
question or solve a problem. 

1.8. W 9 Write in response to 
literary or informational 
sources, drawing evidence 
from the text to support 
analysis and reflection as 
well as to describe what 
they have learned. 

1.9. W 10 Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 

(biography, memoir, poetic style) to narrate.  

 Figurative language activates sensory images and 
emotions and distinguishes author style and 
purpose. 

 Living in a global world requires awareness and 
recognition of diverse cultures. 

 

Sample Conceptual Understandings: 

 The formation of Esperanza Cordero’s identity 
comes from her home, family, Hispanic heritage, 
and environment.   

 Frederic Douglass overcame hardships as an 
African American in the 19

th
 century through hard 

work, dedication, and commitment to equity for all 
people.   

 Walter Mitty’s daydreams about his identity are 
both a help and a hindrance to him.   

 

GRASPS Activity 

G Goal:  Express the formation of identity  

R Real World Role:  A speaker for a high school graduation 

A Audience:  High school students, parents, teachers, and 
administrators 

S Situation:  You have been asked to speak at a high 
school graduation about the importance of family, friends, 

thematic work done in their expert groups 
(Knowledge, Application, Evaluation).   

 Journal Prompts:  Adolescence is a period of 
confusion because…; Growing up male/female 
is unique because…Growing up poor means…. 
Our cultural identity affects the way we grow up 
more than anything else because… Growing up 
in my particular ethnicity means… I was a victim 
of prejudice or discrimination when… 
(Knowledge, Application, Analysis). 

 Research Latin American countries, foods and 
holidays/celebrations, art (sculpture, painting, 
murals), architecture, artists, authors, 
musicians, political leaders, landmarks, or 
immigration demographics.  Research the 
impact of these topics on Latin American 
society. Present findings to the class 
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Synthesis).   

 Read ―Frederick Douglass‖ by JA Rogers 
(biography) (McDougal Littel textbook pp. 407-
418).  Find words or phrases that express the 
author’s opinion of Douglass.  Write an essay 
about how tone affects your willingness to 
accept factual statements about Douglass and 
his achievements.  Identify subjective and 
objective narrative style by evaluating sample 
statements from the selection (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Identity 

Topic: Identity is formed through culture, life experiences, and relationships 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand self and build empathy for other perspectives and culture. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single setting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.   

1.10. SL 4 Plan and deliver 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence in support of 
findings and claims such 
that listeners can follow the 
reasoning, adjusting 
presentation to particular 
audiences and purposes. 

1.11. SL 5 Make strategic use of 
digital media elements and 
visual displays to enhance 
understanding.   

1.12. CCR 1 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage. 

1.13. CCR 2 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation. 

and community in the formation of identity.  Tell how your 
family, friends, and community have helped you develop 
into a successful student and citizen.  In your speech, 
mention specific people and events.  

P Product: Speech and presentation 

S Standards:  Your speech must be typed and submitted in 
hard copy to the teacher.  Your presentation skills will be 
evaluated on the department’s public speaking rubric.  All 
work must meet the objectives at left.   

 

Synthesis and Evaluation).   

 Read ―The Secret Life of Walter Mitty‖ by James 
Thurber (short story) (McDougal Littell pp. 36-
44).  Draw a cartoon portrait of Walter Mitty and 
create an illustration depicting a scene from the 
story.  Research author James Thurber’s 
cartoons and compare the drawing to one or 
more of his.  (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Synthesis, and Evaluation).    

 Read ―Identity‖ (poem) (McDougal Littel pg. 
492) by Julio Noboa Polanco.  Identify and 
analyze the literary devices of poetry (i.e., 
metaphor of people and plants) using a graphic 
organizer. Develop an essay explaining how the 
poem reflects the ideas of the memoir The 
House on Mango Street and Biography of 
Frederick Douglass? (Knowledge, Application, 
Analysis) 

 

Assessment Models:  
 
Pre-Assessment: 
What is the personal significance of your given 
name (first, middle and last)? Does your name 
mean different things to you, your family, and your 
friends? What are your nicknames? What do your 
nicknames mean to you and those who call you 
those names? 



 13 

S
u

g
g

e
s
te

d
 d

a
y
s
 o

f 
In

s
tr

u
c
ti

o
n

 
Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Identity 

Topic: Identity is formed through culture, life experiences, and relationships 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand self and build empathy for other perspectives and culture. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

1.14. CCR 3 Make effective 
choices about language, 
punctuation, and sentence 
structure for meaning and 
style.   

1.15. CCR 4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases encountered 
through conversations, 
reading, and media use. 

1.16. CCR 5 Understand the 
nuances of and 
relationships among words. 

1.17. CCR 6 Use grade-
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary and 
domain specific words and 
phrases purposefully 
acquired as well as gained 
through conversation and 
reading and responding to 
texts.   

 

 
Formative Assessment:   

 Quizzes and tests 

 Quick write one of the journal topics 
or essential questions 

 Teacher observations 

 Sociograms, character webs 

 Thumbs up/thumbs down verbal quiz 

 Exit tickets and other closure 
activities 

 Public speaking assessment 
 
Summative Assessment:  
 

 Memoir and Collage. Analyze a street and town 
that you know well, or create a fictional one.  
Develop the voice of an adolescent (ages 12-
21) character narrator who lives there and is as 
observant as Esperanza.  Write a memoir using 
first person point of view and observations 
about family, neighbors, houses, streets, 
people’s pets, toys, and event(s).  Five senses 
imagery (colors, sounds, textures) and figurative 
language (simile, personification) are required.  
Describe everything so that symbolic meaning 
can be derived from everyday objects.  Use 
MLA format and be sure to create a title for the 
vignette.  Then, using pictures torn from 
magazines or printed off the internet, assemble 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Identity 

Topic: Identity is formed through culture, life experiences, and relationships 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand self and build empathy for other perspectives and culture. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

a vibrant collage to depict the mood, setting, 
people, and ideas from your memoir.  Staple the 
memoir to the collage.  Present to the class.   

 

 Working in a group, compose a first-person 
story.  Brainstorm a list of details describing 
someone you have imagined yourself to be or 
have wanted to be.  Also, list details describing 
a setting associated with that person.  Decide 
as a group which of the details about character 
and setting are appropriate.  Choose one 
person to record the story.  Have a member of 
the group begin the story by composing aloud 
the first two or three sentences.  Then, proceed 
in a circle having each group member add a 
sentence or two until the story has been told.  
Check for correct pronoun usage.   

 

Resources: 
 
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

Literature and Language McDougal Littell 

Vocabulary Workshop Level D Sadlier Oxford 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Awakenings 

Topic: Despite obstacles and shortcomings, each one of us can awaken our unrealized potential.   

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 2: The student will understand that communication fosters positive relationships and goal 
achievement. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 
Blocks 

2.1. RL 1 Cite the evidence in 
the text that most strongly 
supports a specific analysis 
of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 

2.2. RL 2 Analyze in detail the 
development and refinement 
of a theme or central idea in 
a text including how it 
emerges and how it is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details. 

2.3. RL 3 Analyze how complex 
characters, including those 
with conflicting loyalties, 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

2.4. W 3(b) Write a narrative in 
which narrative elements 
are developed (setting, 
event sequence, complex 
characters) using relevant 

Essential Questions: 

 How can one person make a difference? 

 How does language enhance communication and 
foster relationships?  

 How can conflict lead to change? 

 How can we harness the energy in negative 
emotions and turn them toward positive goals? 

 How are people transformed through relationships 
with others? 

 What forces play significant roles in the 
achievement of goals?  

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Through perseverance and commitment to goals, 
one person can make a difference. 

 Language helps us communicate our thoughts, 
emotions, and goals with others.   

 Conflict results in change when individuals gain 
perspective, communicate, and work towards 
improving their environment. 

 We are capable of transforming negative emotions 
into positive outcomes through acquisition of 
knowledge.   

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

 

Learning Activities: 

 Read The Miracle Worker by William Gibson 
(drama) (McDougal Littell pp. 632-705).  
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Analysis, Evaluation, and Synthesis). 

 Research the life of either Helen Keller or Annie 
Sullivan.  Gather information from at least three 
media sources (Internet, encyclopedia, Story of 
My Life by Helen Keller, or Teacher: Anne 
Sullivan Macy by Helen Keller).  Compare your 
findings with the information presented in the 
play.  Present findings orally and visually on a 
chart (Knowledge, Comprehension, Synthesis, 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Awakenings 

Topic: Despite obstacles and shortcomings, each one of us can awaken our unrealized potential.   

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 2: The student will understand that communication fosters positive relationships and goal 
achievement. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

sensory details.   

2.5. W 3 (d) Use precise 
language to develop a 
picture of how the events, 
experiences, and ideas 
emerge and unfold. 

2.6. W 5 Strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a 
specific task and context. 

2.7. W 7 Perform short, focused 
research projects and more 
sustained research; 
synthesize multiple sources 
on a subject to answer a 
question or solve a problem. 

2.8. W 9 Write in response to 
literary or informational 
sources, drawing evidence 
from the text to support 
analysis and reflection as 
well as to describe what 
they have learned. 

2.9. W 10 Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 

 Relationships with others alter our actions, 
decisions, and perceptions about life.   

 Goals are achieved through perseverance, 
knowledge, communication of goals and the 
willingness to change.   

 

Sample Conceptual Understandings: 

 Helen Keller, her family, and Annie Sullivan 
struggle with communication and learn that 
communication is vital to any relationship. 

 Readers learn through Helen Keller’s experience 
that language is the doorway to the mind.   

 Readers realize that teaching people with 
disabilities how to do things themselves is better 
than doing for them.   

 Human behavior is motivated by both internal and 
external forces that are not always apparent.   

 

 

GRASPS 

G Your goal is to create a brochure for a support group. 
Locate information and resources to support the challenges 
facing disabled individuals in your community, specifically 
those that are blind and/or deaf. 

R Role: You are a social worker. 

Evaluation).   

 Select contemporary music that reflects 6 key 
scenes from the beginning, middle, and end of 
the play.  Write a paragraph that explains the 
connection between the song lyrics and the key 
scenes. Present one of the key scenes and 
song to the class (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and 
Evaluation.) 

 Write a short sequel that takes place ten years 
after the final scene of the play 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis).   

 Read ―Fable for When There’s No Way Out‖ by 
May Swenson (poetry) (McDougal Littell pg. 
701) (Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation) 

 Divide students into pairs or trios. Have 
students in groups cite lines of the poem ―Fable 
for When There’s No Way Out‖ that correlate to 
different ideas, events, and themes in The 
Miracle Worker (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, and Synthesize).    

 Find sensory images in ―Fable for When There’s 
No Way Out.‖  Identify whether each one 
appeals to sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell, or 
a combination of the senses.  Students group 
the verses containing each sense (sight, smell) 
on a poster and select magazine, internet 



 17 

S
u

g
g

e
s
te

d
 d

a
y
s
 o

f 
In

s
tr

u
c
ti

o
n

 
Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Awakenings 

Topic: Despite obstacles and shortcomings, each one of us can awaken our unrealized potential.   

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 2: The student will understand that communication fosters positive relationships and goal 
achievement. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single setting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.   

2.10. SL 4 Plan and deliver 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence in support of 
findings and claims such 
that listeners can follow the 
reasoning, adjusting 
presentation to particular 
audiences and purposes. 

2.11. SL 5 Make strategic use of 
digital media elements and 
visual displays to enhance 
understanding.   

2.12. CCR 1 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage. 

2.13. CCR 2 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation. 

A Audience: The audience is families of disabled 
individuals. 

S Scenario: Design a brochure that identifies local 
agencies and groups who provide help and resources for 
supporting disabled individuals.   

P Product: The brochure identifies the agencies and also 
lists and answers 10-12 frequently asked questions and 
answers.   

S Standards: Your brochure needs to include: 

- A graphic logo for the support group 

- At least 3 agencies, groups, or centers in the Central New 
Jersey area who support blind and/or deaf individuals. 

- 10-12 FAQs (frequently asked questions and answers) 

- Meeting times and places 

 

 

 

graphics, or hand drawn illustrations 
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Analysis)    

 Read ―Thank You Ma’am‖ by Langston Hughes 
(short story, fiction) (McDougal Littell pp. 372-
378).  (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application).   

 Socratic Seminar for ―Thank You Ma’am.‖   
Pre-seminar work:  Write at least one question 
from each of the following categories:   
1) Write a question that connects this story to 
the world; 
2) Write a question about the text that will help 
everyone in the class come to an agreement 
about events or characters in the text. This 
question usually has a "correct" answer. 
3) Write a  question about the story that has 
several possible answers and will require group 
discussion to solve. 
4) Write a question dealing with a theme(s) of 
the text that will encourage group discussion 
about the universality of the text. 
5) Write a question dealing with the symbols 
that the author chose to use in the literary 
piece.   

 Break students into five groups for the following 
extension activities related to ―Thank You 
Ma’am‖:   
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Awakenings 

Topic: Despite obstacles and shortcomings, each one of us can awaken our unrealized potential.   

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 2: The student will understand that communication fosters positive relationships and goal 
achievement. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

2.14. CCR 3 Make effective 
choices about language, 
punctuation, and sentence 
structure for meaning and 
style.   

2.15. CCR 4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases encountered 
through conversations, 
reading, and media use. 

2.16. CCR 5 Understand the 
nuances of and 
relationships among words. 

2.17. CCR 6 Use grade-
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary and 
domain specific words and 
phrases purposefully 
acquired as well as gained 
through conversation and 
reading and responding to 
texts.   

 

1) Role play Roger as a grown man telling the 
effect this incident with Mrs. Jones has had on 
his life (Synthesize, Analysis, Evaluation);  
2) Write the police report that would have 
resulted if Mrs. Jones reported the attempted 
theft. (Knowledge, Comprehension) 
3) Write and sketch a description of the purse 
snatching that an eyewitness might have seen.  
Add colorful details. (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Synthesis).   

 During or after reading ―Thank You Ma’am,‖ 
stage a talk show on the topic of crimes against 
the elderly.  Assign roles of host, interviewer, 
and interviewee. Have your host interview Mrs. 
Jones, Roger, and other guests.  Research the 
topic to prepare ten questions and answers for 
your talk show (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation).   
 

Assessment Models: 

Pre-Assessment: 

K-W-L Helen Keller.  What do you know about 
Helen Keller?  What do you want to know about 
Helen Keller?  Discuss the K and W with students.  
Then, break students into groups and provide 
students with informational articles (Internet) about 
Helen Keller to prepare for reading The Miracle 
Worker.  Differentiate instruction by choosing 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Awakenings 

Topic: Despite obstacles and shortcomings, each one of us can awaken our unrealized potential.   

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 2: The student will understand that communication fosters positive relationships and goal 
achievement. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

articles of varied levels and lengths.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application). 

 
Formative Assessment:   

 Quizzes and tests 

 Quick write one of the journal topics 
or essential questions 

 Teacher observations 

 Thumbs up/thumbs down verbal quiz 

 Exit tickets and other closure 
activities 

 Public speaking assessment 

 Helen is not the only one who has trouble 
communicating with others.  Imagine that you 
are any other character in this play.  Write a 
letter to another character with whom you have 
trouble communicating.  In your letter, tell what 
you really feel. 

 

 Students choose a character from a scene from 
The Miracle Worker Act Two.  Write a poem that 
describes the character’s feelings, thoughts, or 
viewpoints during the chosen. (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Synthesis). 

 

 Although Helen Keller cannot see, speak, or 
hear, she can think.  Write an interior 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Awakenings 

Topic: Despite obstacles and shortcomings, each one of us can awaken our unrealized potential.   

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 2: The student will understand that communication fosters positive relationships and goal 
achievement. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

monologue that Helen might have with herself 
during a scene in The Miracle Worker.  
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Analysis). 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Expository Essay in Response to a Prompt:  Annie 
says that ―obedience without understanding is a—
blindness, too.‖  In what ways does this statement 
apply to your life?  When might following orders 
without understanding cause more harm than 
good?    

 

Resources: 
 

Literature and Language McDougal Littell 

Vocabulary Workshop Level D Sadlier Oxford 

 

Additional Resources: 

Socratic Seminar Guidelines 
http://www.studyguide.org/socratic_seminar_studen
t.htm  

 

Film:  The Miracle Worker (1962) Dir. Arthur Penn. 
Biography; Drama.  90 min.  

 

Background information and biographical details:   

http://www.studyguide.org/socratic_seminar_student.htm
http://www.studyguide.org/socratic_seminar_student.htm
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Awakenings 

Topic: Despite obstacles and shortcomings, each one of us can awaken our unrealized potential.   

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 2: The student will understand that communication fosters positive relationships and goal 
achievement. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

http://www.helenkellerfoundation.org/  

 

American Foundation for the Blind 

http://www.afb.org/  

 
 

http://www.helenkellerfoundation.org/
http://www.afb.org/
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Conflict 

Topic: Conflicts create suspense and excitement in literature and can serve as metaphors for life’s 
challenges.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 3: The student will be able to interpret metaphors in literature to gain insights into human nature. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

20-25 

Blocks 

3.1. RL 1 Cite the evidence in 
the text that most strongly 
supports a specific analysis 
of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 

3.2. RL 2 Analyze in detail the 
development and refinement 
of a theme or central idea in 
a text including how it 
emerges and how it is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details. 

3.3. RL 3 Analyze how complex 
characters, including those 
with conflicting loyalties, 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

3.4. W 3(b) Write a narrative in 
which narrative elements 
are developed (setting, 
event sequence, complex 
characters) using relevant 
sensory details.   

3.5. W 3 (d) Use precise 

Essential Questions: 

 What conditions can cause people to become violent? 

 Do people need laws and rules in order to avoid 
becoming savage?  Why or why not? 

 How can power effect people? 

 What insights can be gained into human nature by the 
study of conflict in literature? 

 Why do authors employ symbols and allegories? 

 How do people come to terms with internal and 
external conflicts (such as psychological or learning 
disorders)? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 People become violent in times of fear or chaos. 

 People are products of their environment.  

 People have a tendency to abuse power:  ―Power 
tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.‖  John Acton, Historian and Moralist (1887) 

 Sometimes it takes a catastrophe to help people 
discover what’s truly important in life.   

 Symbols and allegories provide a greater range of 
meaning and in their interpretation transmit cultural 
beliefs and attitudes about society. 

 Maturity and support are essential in helping people to 
overcome internal conflict.     

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

 

Learning Activities: 

 Read Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
(novel).  (Knowledge, Comprehension). 

 Students in groups choose a character to 
analyze from Lord of the Flies.  Students skim 
the novel for descriptive passages, symbols, 
motifs, and quotes that support characterization. 
Using large sheets of paper, students trace a 
body image.  Descriptions, quotes, and symbols 
are recorded on the body of the poster.  Posters 
are displayed and all students participate on 
gallery walk (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis, Synthesis).       

 Early in the reading of Lord of the Flies, 
students track one symbol (conch, fire, glasses) 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Conflict 

Topic: Conflicts create suspense and excitement in literature and can serve as metaphors for life’s 
challenges.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 3: The student will be able to interpret metaphors in literature to gain insights into human nature. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

language to develop a 
picture of how the events, 
experiences, and ideas 
emerge and unfold. 

3.6. W 5 Strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a 
specific task and context. 

3.7. W 7 Perform short, focused 
research projects and more 
sustained research; 
synthesize multiple sources 
on a subject to answer a 
question or solve a problem. 

3.8. W 9 Write in response to 
literary or informational 
sources, drawing evidence 
from the text to support 
analysis and reflection as 
well as to describe what 
they have learned. 

3.9. W 10 Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 

Sample Conceptual Understandings: 

 Lord of the Flies reveals that laws and rules, police 
officers and schools are necessary to keep the darker 
side of human nature in line. When these institutions 
and concepts slip away or are ignored, human beings 
revert to a more primitive part of their nature. 
 

 William Golding intended Lord of the Flies to be 
symbolic in nature.  Characters serve as allegories 
and objects serve as symbols beyond the simple plot 
level. 
 

 Ralph and Jack are representatives of civilization and 
anarchy.  They help the reader realize some of the 
major themes of the novel, such as survival and abuse 
of power.  

 

GRASPS 

 

G Goal: Write a news story about the freak accident from 
The Interlopers and describe its terrible aftermath.   

R Role: Newspaper reporter. 

A Audience:  General public. 

S Situation: You are a newspaper reporter assigned to 
objectively cover a tragic event that occurred in your 

throughout the reading by recording the page 
number, chapter, quote, and their own analysis 
of the quote. After reading, students write an 
essay in which they analyze the meaning of the 
symbol, characters that are connected to the 
symbol, and how the symbol has changed 
through the course of the novel. Three internal 
citations support symbolic analysis (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis).  

 Read ―We Wear the Mask‖ by Paul Laurence 
Dunbar (poem).   Students discuss the role of 
masking as it relates to language, human 
personality, and characters and thematic ideas 
in the novel Lord of the Flies (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Analysis).   

 Select a significant quote that has multiple 
meanings from Lord of the Flies.  Construct a 
two sided mask.  The front of the mask contains 
the quotation and literal interpretation of the 
quote.  The inside of the mask  must reflect or 
illustrate the implied meaning of the quote 
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Analysis, Synthesis and Evaluation). 

 Read ―The Interlopers‖ by Saki (HH Munro).  
(Knowledge, Comprehension). 

 After reading ―The Interlopers,‖ write a letter 
Ulrich or Georg might have written before the 
wolves closed in, telling how the members of 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Conflict 

Topic: Conflicts create suspense and excitement in literature and can serve as metaphors for life’s 
challenges.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 3: The student will be able to interpret metaphors in literature to gain insights into human nature. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

frames (a single setting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.   

3.10. SL 4 Plan and deliver 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence in support of 
findings and claims such 
that listeners can follow the 
reasoning, adjusting 
presentation to particular 
audiences and purposes. 

3.11. SL 5 Make strategic use of 
digital media elements and 
visual displays to enhance 
understanding.   

3.12. CCR 1 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage. 

3.13. CCR 2 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation. 

3.14. CCR 3 Make effective 
choices about language, 

town.   

P Product:  Newspaper article will have a headline, lead, 
and body paragraphs and answer the questions who, 
what, where, when, why, and how.   

S Standards:  The newspaper article must have: 

- Headline 

- The article should begin with a lead that tells the five Ws 
and the body paragraphs will expand on the specifics 
from the lead.   

- Active voice 

- Objective vs. subjective style (no opinions). 

- Third person point of view 

- five Ws & H: Who, what, when, where, why and how. 

 

both families should treat each other from now 
on.  (Comprehension, Application) 

 Read ―On Being Seventeen, Bright, and Unable 
to Read‖ by David Raymond (nonfiction, article) 
(McDougal Littell pp. 136-140).  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension). 

 

Assessment Models: 

Pre-Assessment: 

 

 Before reading Lord of the Flies, conduct a Who 
Should Survive activity.  Scenario: A severe 
storm has crippled a small ship and the only 
remaining lifeboat has room for seven people.  
You have no hope of reaching civilization, but 
there’s a fairly good chance that you can make 
it to one small, uncharted, and deserted island 
in the area.  You may have to remain on said 
island for years.  Break students into groups to 
review biographies of the eleven passengers 
who possess varying skills, education levels, 
and backgrounds.  In groups, come to a 
consensus of which seven people you would 
save and why.  Be able to defend why you have 
chosen not to take the others as well.  Present 
your findings to the class.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Conflict 

Topic: Conflicts create suspense and excitement in literature and can serve as metaphors for life’s 
challenges.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 3: The student will be able to interpret metaphors in literature to gain insights into human nature. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

punctuation, and sentence 
structure for meaning and 
style.   

3.15. CCR 4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases encountered 
through conversations, 
reading, and media use. 

3.16. CCR 5 Understand the 
nuances of and 
relationships among words. 

3.17. CCR 6 Use grade-
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary and 
domain specific words and 
phrases purposefully 
acquired as well as gained 
through conversation and 
reading and responding to 
texts.   

 

 

 Before reading ―On Being Seventeen, Bright, 
and Unable to Read‖ complete a KWL chart on 
dyslexia.  Divide students into groups to 
brainstorm other learning disabilities (ADD, 
ADHD, OCD, ODD).  Students in groups 
research facts about these disorders.  Students 
develop a four slide Power Point slide show 
containing:  Definition of Disability, Causes, 
Symptoms, and Treatments. Students present 
findings to the class (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis, and Evaluation).        

 

Formative Assessment: 

 

 Quizzes and tests 

 Quick write one of the journal topics 
or essential questions 

 Teacher observations 

 Class discussions 

 Sociograms, character webs 

 Thumbs up/thumbs down verbal quiz 

 Exit tickets and other closure 
activities 

 Public speaking assessment 

 Literature Circles: Divide students in 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Conflict 

Topic: Conflicts create suspense and excitement in literature and can serve as metaphors for life’s 
challenges.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 3: The student will be able to interpret metaphors in literature to gain insights into human nature. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

groups, assign them a chapter, and assign 
student roles:  Discussion Leader, Summarizer, 
Journaler, Word Smith (Vocab. Finder), Line 
Lighter (passage selector), Illustrator, and 
Literary Luminary (figurative language finder).  
Students arrange information on easel paper 
that shares their findings.  Or, have the 
Summarizer share the findings orally.  
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Analysis, 
Evaluation). 

 

Summative Assessment: 

 William Golding writes: "The theme (of Lord of 
the Flies) is an attempt to trace the defects of 
society back to the defects of human nature. 
The moral is that the shape of society must 
depend on the ethical mature of the individual 
and not on any political system however 
apparently logical or respectable." In a well 
constructed essay, discuss the statement this 
novel makes about this theme and whether you 
agree or disagree. Avoid plot summary. Instead 
deal with what different characters symbolize 
and the statement they make about individuals 
and their government. Be as specific as 
possible, and utilize introductory and concluding 
paragraphs. (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Conflict 

Topic: Conflicts create suspense and excitement in literature and can serve as metaphors for life’s 
challenges.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 3: The student will be able to interpret metaphors in literature to gain insights into human nature. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Application, Synthesis, Evaluation).   
 

 Identify the most significant symbol in the novel 
and justify your choice by evaluating Golding’s 
use of symbolism in two to three passages.  
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Analysis, 
Evaluation).   
 

 State one possible theme of the novel, and 
support your position with specific examples 
from the novel.  (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Synthesis). 

Resources: 
 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

Vocabulary Workshop Level D Sadlier Oxford 

 

Additional Resources: 

 

―We Wear the Mask‖ by Paul Laurence Dunbar 
Retrieved from 
http://www.potw.org/archive/potw8.html  

 

―The Interlopers‖ by Saki (HH Munro)  
Retrieved from 

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-

http://www.potw.org/archive/potw8.html
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/Inte.shtml
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Conflict 

Topic: Conflicts create suspense and excitement in literature and can serve as metaphors for life’s 
challenges.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 3: The student will be able to interpret metaphors in literature to gain insights into human nature. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

stories/UBooks/Inte.shtml  

 

Literature Circle Roles 

http://www.npatterson.net/litcircleroles.html  

 

Lord of the Flies activities and tasks 

http://www.dukeofdefinition.com/lotf.htm 

 

http://www.npatterson.net/litcircleroles.html
http://www.dukeofdefinition.com/lotf.htm
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

20-25 
Blocks 

4.1. RL 1 Cite the evidence in 
the text that most strongly 
supports a specific analysis 
of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 

4.2. RL 2 Analyze in detail the 
development and refinement 
of a theme or central idea in 
a text including how it 
emerges and how it is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details. 

4.3. RL 3 Analyze how complex 
characters, including those 
with conflicting loyalties, 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

4.4. W 3(b) Write a narrative in 
which narrative elements 
are developed (setting, 
event sequence, complex 
characters) using relevant 
sensory details.   

4.5. W 3 (d) Use precise 

Essential Questions: 

 

 How do societal issues impact personal relationships? 

 What is the role of fate in determining the future? 

 How are the themes and issues in Romeo & Juliet still 
relevant in the 21

st
 century? 

 How do literary devices impact readers? 

 How is drama different than other types of literature? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

 Relationships with family and friends are impacted by 
historical context, societal and family values, and 
cultural traditions. 

 

 Life is impacted by a combination of forces beyond our 
control (fate) and personal choices. 

 

 The literary devices and elements that Shakespeare 
uses develop characters and enhances the beauty of 
the language. 

 

 Drama is a genre of literature in which characters and 
relationships are developed through dialog and action. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

 

Learning Activities: 

 

 Before reading Romeo & Juliet, view 
documentary Shakespeare in the Classroom 
(Miramax; 1999) 46 min.  Students understand 
the surviving facts about the life and times of 
William Shakespeare, challenges of actors in 
London, impact of Queen Elizabeth.  
 

 Before or during the reading of Romeo & Juliet, 
provide copies of various Shakespearean 
language handouts (insults, pick up lines, other 
set forms of expression) from the Folger 
Shakespeare Library at www.folger.edu (see 
Resources).  Students try their hand at 

http://www.folger.edu/
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

language to develop a 
picture of how the events, 
experiences, and ideas 
emerge and unfold. 

4.6. W 5 Strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a 
specific task and context. 

4.7. W 7 Perform short, focused 
research projects and more 
sustained research; 
synthesize multiple sources 
on a subject to answer a 
question or solve a problem. 

4.8. W 9 Write in response to 
literary or informational 
sources, drawing evidence 
from the text to support 
analysis and reflection as 
well as to describe what 
they have learned. 

4.9. W 10 Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 

 

Sample Conceptual Understandings: 

 

 Historical period details of the Elizabethan Era 
enhance our understanding of Romeo & Juliet.   

 

 Interpretation of literary elements and devices increase 
comprehension and appreciation of the play. 

 

 The study of Romeo & Juliet helps us understand 
ourselves and our relationships.   

 

GRASPS 

G Goal: Create a modern day interpretation of the balcony 
scene from Romeo & Juliet.   

R Role:  You are a member of a theater group (playwright, 
actors, actresses, set designer, narrator) 

A Audience: The class and the teacher 

S Situation: A young couple meets and falls in love but 
realizes their families will not approve of their relationship.  
Their feelings for each other are too strong to be denied.  
They declare their love for each other and decide to find a 
way to be together.   

P Product: With two other people, rewrite Act II, Scene 2 of 
Romeo & Juliet.  Create a contemporary situation and use 

communicating with another student using 
Shakespearean language.  Recipients translate 
the message into modern English. (Knowledge, 
Application).   

 Before, during or after reading Romeo & Juliet, 
research costume designs for Elizabethan 
theater. Find pictures of stage productions of 
Romeo & Juliet and study the costumes.  Then 
design an original outfit that either Juliet or 
Romeo might have worn to the Capulet Ball.  
Draw your costume and show it to the class.  
Students go on a gallery walk and rate the 
costumes (Knowledge, Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation).  

 Before or after reading Romeo & Juliet, choose 
one of the following topics: The Globe Theatre, 
Shakespeare's life, Courtship/marriage in 
Shakespeare's time, Life in Elizabethan 
England, entertainment, food, and clothing. Find 
information from two or more sources.  
Evidence why and how your topic was important 
to Elizabethan life.  (Knowledge, Application, 
Comprehension, Synthesis). 

 Early in the reading of Romeo & Juliet, 
construct a family tree to identify the 
relationships among the major and minor 
characters in the play.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension) 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

frames (a single setting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.   

4.10. SL 4 Plan and deliver 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence in support of 
findings and claims such 
that listeners can follow the 
reasoning, adjusting 
presentation to particular 
audiences and purposes. 

4.11. SL 5 Make strategic use of 
digital media elements and 
visual displays to enhance 
understanding.   

4.12. CCR 1 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage. 

4.13. CCR 2 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation. 

4.14. CCR 3 Make effective 
choices about language, 

modern language.   

S Standards: Your script should… 

- Be written in script form 

- Be consistent with the original plot 

- Include set description 

- Include stage directions in parenthesis 

- Reveal Romeo’s feelings for Juliet 

- Reveal Juliet’s concern about the disapproval of parents 

- Include Juliet’s feelings for Romeo 

- Include Romeo and Juliet’s vows of love for each other 

- Include plans for their next meeting 

 

All group members should help to plan and write the scene.  
You will be monitored for active participation and on task 
behavior. 
 

Two in the group will act out the scene for the class; the 
other person will write out or type the scene to be handed 
in for a grade. Additional students can serve as narrator. 

 Students will articulate the differences between 
their ideal mate and their parents’ ideal of a 
perfect mate.  Parents and students delineate 
what each believes qualifies a person as the 
―perfect mate.‖  Students compare and contrast 
idea of what constitutes a ―perfect mate.‖  
Perfect Mate student and parent forms available 
on TeachersFirst.com at 
http://teachersfirst.com/getsource.cfm?id=184  

(Evaluation) 

 

 After reading Romeo & Juliet, Draw the plot 
triangle for the entire play Romeo & Juliet 
including exposition, rising action, climax, falling 
action, and resolution (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application).  

 During reading of Romeo & Juliet, break 
students into groups of three.  Give each group 
one line of figurative language from the balcony 
scene written on an index card (Figurative 
Language in the balcony scene available at 
http://www.folger.edu/edulesplandtl.cfm?lpid=60
9 ).  Each group has three minutes to plan how 
they will represent the ideas as charades for the 
rest of the class.  When the students act out 
their line, the rest of the class must guess what 
line it is from the balcony scene and the literary 
element at work (figurative language).  

http://teachersfirst.com/getsource.cfm?id=184
http://www.folger.edu/edulesplandtl.cfm?lpid=609
http://www.folger.edu/edulesplandtl.cfm?lpid=609
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

punctuation, and sentence 
structure for meaning and 
style.   

4.15. CCR 4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases encountered 
through conversations, 
reading, and media use. 

4.16. CCR 5 Understand the 
nuances of and 
relationships among words. 

4.17. CCR 6 Use grade-
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary and 
domain specific words and 
phrases purposefully 
acquired as well as gained 
through conversation and 
reading and responding to 
texts.   

 

Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Synthesis) 

 Tableaux Vivants. During or after reading 
Romeo & Juliet, select ten areas of imagery in 
the play.  Students in pairs read the scene, 
evaluate the imagery, and physically represent 
the imagery with their bodies.   
http://www.shakespeareinamericanlife.org/educ
ation/schooldays/tableauvivant.cfm  

(Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Synthesis) 

 

Assessment Models:  

 

Pre-Assessment: 

 

 Pre-test on literary elements, figurative 
language, and elements of drama to determine 
student readiness. 

 K-W-L Shakespeare. 

 Present students with 10-15 social offenses (i.e. 
lying to your parents, killing someone for 
revenge, crashing a party).  Students must rank 
each offense between 1 and 4 in the degree of 
seriousness, with 1 being the most serious and 
4 being the least serious.  Pair-share answers 

http://www.shakespeareinamericanlife.org/education/schooldays/tableauvivant.cfm
http://www.shakespeareinamericanlife.org/education/schooldays/tableauvivant.cfm
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

with a partner.  Discuss differences of opinion 
and support/defend your rankings.  (Knowledge, 
Evaluation).   

 

Formative Assessment: 

 

 Interactive online quizzes for Romeo & Juliet 
(quote quiz and biography quiz):  
http://www.dukeofdefinition.com/romeojuliet.htm  

 

 Students complete a Venn diagram on one 
issue from Romeo & Juliet (lying to your 
parents).  The diagram will compare student 
position on the issue to a character’s from the 
play.  (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Evaluation).  
http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/education
al-standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-
multiple-assessments/  

 Answer study guide questions, including fill-in-
the-blank paraphrasing and interpretive 
activities after each act of Romeo & Juliet.  
http://drb.lifestreamcenter.net/Lessons/RomJul/i
ndex.htm  (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Analysis).   

 

 Divide students in groups to choose a soliloquy 

http://www.dukeofdefinition.com/romeojuliet.htm
http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/educational-standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-multiple-assessments/
http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/educational-standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-multiple-assessments/
http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/educational-standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-multiple-assessments/
http://drb.lifestreamcenter.net/Lessons/RomJul/index.htm
http://drb.lifestreamcenter.net/Lessons/RomJul/index.htm
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

or dramatic monologue from Romeo & Juliet.  
Assign students to character roles to perform a 
dramatic reading.  Students perform and are 
evaluated on a public speaking rubric.  Teacher 
and audience evaluate speakers.  (Knowledge, 
Application, Evaluation) 

 

 Quizzes and tests 

 Quick write one of the journal topics 
or essential questions 

 Teacher observations 

 Sociograms, character webs 

 Thumbs up/thumbs down verbal quiz 

 Exit tickets and other closure 
activities 

 

Summative Assessments: 

 

 Who’s to Blame:  Brainstorm possibilities for 
which character(s) is/are to blame for the 
tragedy.  Select supporting details and cite 
specific lines from the play to defend your 
choice of three characters who are responsible 
for the tragedy.  Five paragraph essay, writing 
to persuade, MLA format.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation). 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 Use of foreshadowing in Romeo & Juliet:  Part I:  
Prewriting: Working in pairs or trios, students 
find quotes and illustrate six examples of 
foreshadowing from the beginning, middle, and 
the end of the play that hint at the tragic 
outcome.  As an alternative to foreshadowing, 
this assignment can explore theme, irony, 
symbolism, or imagery.  Part II:  Students write 
a five paragraph essay which explores the use 
of the literary device of foreshadowing in the 
play.  Students must correctly quote passages 
from the play as evidence.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation).   

 

 Each student will assume the persona of any 
character in Romeo and Juliet and create an 
appropriately decorated homemade diary.  
Diary entries will be written in the first person 
point of view.  The entries should reflect the 
character's unique traits and situation: Social 
position, gender, personality, and temperament. 
Through this written and artistic exploration into 
character, students will deepen their 
understanding of motivation and the conflicts 
within the play; they will also exercise and 
expand their creative writing abilities.  
(Knowledge, Application, Analysis, Synthesis).  
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

This diary is to stretch over the entire study of 
the play; it takes about ten minutes at the end of 
every couple of class periods, plus an extra 
class period at the end of the unit.  

 

Resources: 

Literature and Language McDougal Littell 

Vocabulary Workshop Level D Sadlier Oxford 

 

Additional Resources: 

 

Romeo & Juliet literary explorer resource 

http://drb.lifestreamcenter.net/Lessons/RomJul/inde
x.htm  

Interactive/Use of technology activities:   

http://www.dukeofdefinition.com/romeojuliet.htm  

 

Folger Shakespeare Library resources for handouts 
on Elizabethan language:   

http://www.folger.edu/eduLesPlanDtl.cfm?lpid=602  

http://www.folger.edu/template.cfm?cid=2142  

 

Folger Shakespeare Library Figurative Language in 
the Balcony Scene 

http://drb.lifestreamcenter.net/Lessons/RomJul/index.htm
http://drb.lifestreamcenter.net/Lessons/RomJul/index.htm
http://www.dukeofdefinition.com/romeojuliet.htm
http://www.folger.edu/eduLesPlanDtl.cfm?lpid=602
http://www.folger.edu/template.cfm?cid=2142
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Relationships 

Topic:  Family, Friendship, & Romance 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to recognize the issues that impact personal relationships through the 
study of drama. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

http://www.folger.edu/edulesplandtl.cfm?lpid=609  

Handout of figurative language lines 

http://www.folger.edu/documents/Figurativenew1.pd
f  

 

Venn Diagram and other Romeo & Juliet 
assessment activities: 

http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/educational-
standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-multiple-
assessments/  

 

Perfect Mate 
http://teachersfirst.com/getsource.cfm?id=184  

 

Film:  Romeo & Juliet (1968) Franco Zeffirelli.  

 
 

http://www.folger.edu/edulesplandtl.cfm?lpid=609
http://www.folger.edu/documents/Figurativenew1.pdf
http://www.folger.edu/documents/Figurativenew1.pdf
http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/educational-standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-multiple-assessments/
http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/educational-standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-multiple-assessments/
http://hammerprofolio.wordpress.com/educational-standard-8-assessment/romeo-and-juliet-multiple-assessments/
http://teachersfirst.com/getsource.cfm?id=184
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 
Blocks 

5.1. RL 1 Cite the evidence in 
the text that most strongly 
supports a specific analysis 
of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 

5.2. RL 2 Analyze in detail the 
development and refinement 
of a theme or central idea in 
a text including how it 
emerges and how it is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details. 

5.3. RL 3 Analyze how complex 
characters, including those 
with conflicting loyalties, 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

5.4. W 3(b) Write a narrative in 
which narrative elements 
are developed (setting, 
event sequence, complex 
characters) using relevant 
sensory details.   

5.5. W 3 (d) Use precise 

Essential Questions: 

 

 What is a hero?  Do heroes have weaknesses? 

 

 How can humans overcome obstacles in the real 
world?   

 

 How does having self-control and courage help people 
achieve their goals? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

 Heroes have weakness and limitations as well as many 
strengths. 

 

 Humans must temper their pride and curiosity with 
restraint and control.   

 

 Heroes are human beings who may have flaws and 
weaknesses, but courage and commitment to goals 
sees them through.   

 

 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

 

Learning Activities: 

 

 Students read Homer’s Odyssey in the 
McDougal Littell textbook on pp. 156-193. 
(Knowledge, Comprehension). 

 

 Before reading Homer’s Odyssey, students use 
laptops to review an interactive website with 
visuals and information about the geography, 
culture, and history of Greece.  
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREE
CE/home.html .  Students in pairs choose two of 
the topics from the site (Death and Burial, 
Victory and Conquest, Gods, Goddesses and 
Heroes, Greek Democracy, Architecture, 

http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/home.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/home.html
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

language to develop a 
picture of how the events, 
experiences, and ideas 
emerge and unfold. 

5.6. W 5 Strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a 
specific task and context. 

5.7. W 7 Perform short, focused 
research projects and more 
sustained research; 
synthesize multiple sources 
on a subject to answer a 
question or solve a problem. 

5.8. W 9 Write in response to 
literary or informational 
sources, drawing evidence 
from the text to support 
analysis and reflection as 
well as to describe what 
they have learned. 

5.9. W 10 Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 

Sample Conceptual Understandings: 

 

 The Odyssey passes down values about human nature 
that were important to Greek society in Homer’s time 
(500 BC) 

 

 Many concepts of what it means to be a hero exist, and 
some of our concepts of heroism are similar to those 
of the ancient Greeks. 

 

 Epics such as The Odyssey have had a profound 
impact on our culture. 

 

GRASPS 

 

G Goal:  Students create an original odyssey in a foreign 
land 

R Role:  A member of the sailing crew or the captain 

A Audience:  Greek society 

S Situation:  As a seasoned sailor, you have been asked to 
share the profound adventures that you experienced in a 
foreign land.   

P Product:  You will be writing a journal that records the 
events from own fictional five-stop odyssey in a foreign 
land.  You will also create a map that identifies the five 

American Cities/Greek Names).  Students 
arrange information on a large sheet of easel 
paper.  Students present information to the 
class. (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Synthesis).  

 

 Students study Odysseus’ introduction at the 
banquet in The Odyssey ―New Coasts‖ (pg. 
156) and decide upon five to seven personality 
and character traits for the main character.  Part 
I:  Students brainstorm modern career 
opportunities that would be good or bad for 
Odysseus and why (police detective, band 
director, foreman on factory line, 
diplomat/ambassador, elementary teacher, 
CEO of shipbuilding corporation, custodian).  
Part II:  Choose a job for Odysseus to pursue.  
Write a resume based on his activities over the 
past 20 years.  Add a cover letter for an 
interview.  The address for Odysseus will be 
One Palace Way, Stavros, Ithaca.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Synthesis)  

 

 Students identify specific passages which 
exemplify Homer’s Odyssey as an epic poem 
(tragic hero, epic setting, supernatural forces, 
and saving a nation).  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Analysis).   
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

frames (a single setting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.   

5.10. SL 4 Plan and deliver 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence in support of 
findings and claims such 
that listeners can follow the 
reasoning, adjusting 
presentation to particular 
audiences and purposes. 

5.11. SL 5 Make strategic use of 
digital media elements and 
visual displays to enhance 
understanding.   

5.12. CCR 1 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage. 

5.13. CCR 2 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation. 

5.14. CCR 3 Make effective 
choices about language, 

stops on your journey. 

S Standards:  Original odysseys must contain  

- Five journals of two paragraphs each for each stop 

- Actual dates of travel (ancient, present, future)  

- Route map, including the latitude and longitude that 
marks out the five stops 

- Interesting facts about the location, including place 
names, monuments, landforms, and weather of each stop 

- A brief story about the adventure that happened at that 
location (i.e. crew, who else you met, how you traveled, 
what kind of obstacles you encountered (be creative)   

 
  Cities of Greece 
(http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE
/welcome.html ) 
 
  Cities along the Nile River 
(http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/n
ilemap.html ) 
 
  Travels in the Near East 
(http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/NEAREA
ST/nemappg.html ) 

 

 

 After reading of The Odyssey ―Lotus Eaters,‖ 
imagine that Odysseus encounters one of the 
Lotus Eaters as he tries to convince his crew 
members to leave.  Write the conversation that 
might take place.  Explain why it is or is not right 
for Odysseus to force his men off the island of 
the Lotus Eaters.  (Knowledge, Application, 
Evaluation).   

 

 During or after reading The Odyssey, Write a 
eulogy praising one of Odysseus’ lost crew 
members.  Use facts about the character’s 
death and ideas from your imagination to make 
the deceased man seem real.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application).   

 

 View film Oh Brother Where Art Thou?  Choose 
one character from The Odyssey and a similar 
character from O Brother, Where Art Thou? And 
evaluate character actions and motivation 
(Odysseus and Everett, Penny and Penelope, 
―Big Dan‖ Teague and Cyclops).  Students write 
a compare/contrast essay that includes 
supporting documentation and citations in MLA 
format.  (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Synthesis, Evaluation).  

http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/welcome.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/welcome.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/welcome.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/welcome.html
http://www.emory.edu/CARLOS/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/nilemap.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/nilemap.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/nilemap.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/EGYPT/nilemap.html
http://www.emory.edu/CARLOS/ODYSSEY/NEAREAST/nemappg.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/NEAREAST/nemappg.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/NEAREAST/nemappg.html
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/NEAREAST/nemappg.html
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

punctuation, and sentence 
structure for meaning and 
style.   

5.15. CCR 4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases encountered 
through conversations, 
reading, and media use. 

5.16. CCR 5 Understand the 
nuances of and 
relationships among words. 

5.17. CCR 6 Use grade-
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary and 
domain specific words and 
phrases purposefully 
acquired as well as gained 
through conversation and 
reading and responding to 
texts.   

 

  

 Assign students in groups to read poems 
related to The Odyssey, such as ―Siren Song‖ 
by Margaret Atwood, ―An Ancient Gesture,‖ by 
Edna St. Vincent Millay; ―Ithaca‖; and ―Ithaca‖ 
by Constantine Cavafy.  Students in groups 
identify elements of poetry (imagery, figurative 
language) and relate to the characters, setting 
in The Odyssey (www.poemhunter.com).  
(Knowledge, Application, Comprehension).   

 

 After reading The Odyssey, view documentary 
―Great Books: Homer’s Odyssey‖ on United 
Streaming (25 minutes).  
www.unitedstreaming.com Students answer 
questions based on film (provided with the film 
under Teacher Resources).  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension) 
 

 

Assessment Models:  

 

Pre-Assessment: 

 

 Before reading Homer’s Odyssey, view Power 
Point slideshow of 26 heroes from popular 

http://www.poemhunter.com/
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

culture.  
http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/854209251033
56560/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=200
0&BCOB=0&C=60408 Students identify each 
person, and list their traits, goals, and 
challenges.  In pairs, students compare notes 
and share knowledge about heroes across time.  
(Knowledge). 

 

Formative Assessment: 

 
Quizzes and tests 
Quick write one of the journal topics or essential 
questions 
Teacher observations 
Thumbs up/thumbs down verbal quiz 
Exit tickets and other closure activities 
Public speaking assessment 

 After reading Homer’s Odyssey ―Circe The 
Enchantress‖ (Literature & Language pp. 176-
183), write part of the story from Eurylochus’ 
point of view showing how he sees things 
differently from Odysseus.  Judge which 
character is the wiser and provide at least two 
supporting reasons from the poem (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Evaluation, and Synthesis). 

 After reading Homer’s Odyssey ―Sea Perils and 
Defeat‖ (pp. 186-193), find three examples of 

http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/85420925103356560/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=60408
http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/85420925103356560/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=60408
http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/85420925103356560/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=60408
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

imagery and decide to which sense each 
appeals.  Find epic similes in lines 233-243 in 
―Cyclops‖ and lines 122-130 in ―Circe: The 
Enchantress.‖  Write an epic simile in which you 
compare yourself to someone or something else 
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Analysis, Synthesis).  

 During the reading of The Odyssey, Students 
write a ―Minute Paper‖ that focuses on a short 
question presented by the teacher at the end of 
a lesson.  Example questions:  How heroic are 
Odysseus’ actions after fighting the Cyclops?  
Compare the crew’s advice on lines 356-359 to 
advice given earlier on lines 61-65.  
(Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Evaluation).   

 During the reading of The Odyssey, create a 
diagram that identifies each problem Odysseus 
and his crew face and how each is solved.  Use 
the problem/solution model on page 69 of 
Literature & Language. (Knowledge, 
Application, Comprehension, Evaluation).  

 

Summative Assessment: 

 

 Students visually summarize and order the 
major events in Homer’s Odyssey.  Skim each 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

episode, jotting down the main events and 
where they took place.  Present the events on a 
timeline or picture graph, or create a board 
game for extra credit.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Synthesis).   

 Students choose a hero to research from 
popular culture or current events that fits their 
idea of a hero.  Discuss and evaluate the heroic 
qualities that their chosen hero demonstrates, 
as well as identify the obstacles that the chosen 
hero has had to overcome.  (Knowledge, 
Application, Analysis, Evaluation).   

 During the reading of The Odyssey, Imagine 
that on Odysseus’ return to Ithaca he holds a 
press conference.  Consider whether the 
members of the press would be friendly or 
antagonistic.  What questions might they ask 
Odysseus?  How might he defend his actions?  
Act out the press conference.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation).   

 

Resources: 
 

Literature and Language McDougal Littell 

Vocabulary Workshop Level D Sadlier Oxford 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Overcoming Obstacles 

Topic: Literary obstacles can be metaphors for daily struggles 

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the archetype of the epic hero still has relevance today.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Additional Resources: 

 

Power Point:  Heroes in Popular Culture 

http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/854209251033565
60/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCO
B=0&C=60408  

 

Film: Great Books: Homer’s Odyssey found at  
www.unitedstreaming.com  

 

Poems ―Siren Song,‖ ―An Ancient Gesture,‖ and 
―Ithaca‖ retrieved from:  
http://www.poemhunter.com  

 

Film:  Oh Brother Where Art Thou?  PG13 (106 
min) 

 

Comparing The Odyssey to Oh Brother Where Art 
Thou? 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/weaving-into-pairing-
odyssey-1041.html  

 

 
 

http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/85420925103356560/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=60408
http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/85420925103356560/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=60408
http://monroenj.schoolwires.com/85420925103356560/blank/browse.asp?A=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&C=60408
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.poemhunter.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/weaving-into-pairing-odyssey-1041.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/weaving-into-pairing-odyssey-1041.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/weaving-into-pairing-odyssey-1041.html
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Escapism 

Topic: In their efforts to escape a troublesome society and create utopia, humans often end up in 
dystopia.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand escapism as a response to societal pressure.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 
Blocks 

6.1. RL 1 Cite the evidence in 
the text that most strongly 
supports a specific analysis 
of what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 

6.2. RL 2 Analyze in detail the 
development and refinement 
of a theme or central idea in 
a text including how it 
emerges and how it is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details. 

6.3. RL 3 Analyze how complex 
characters, including those 
with conflicting loyalties, 
develop over the course of a 
text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the 
plot or develop the theme. 

6.4. W 3(b) Write a narrative in 
which narrative elements 
are developed (setting, 
event sequence, complex 
characters) using relevant 
sensory details.   

6.5. W 3 (d) Use precise 

Essential Questions: 

 What conditions cause people to escape from their 
current lives?  

 How do themes in science fiction relate to events in the 
―real world?‖ 

 How can literature help us to understand problems that 
exist in current society? 

 Is there such a thing as utopia?  Why or why not?   

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 People seek other circumstances to escape reality.  

 Themes of humanity, time travel, futuristic societies, life 
on other planets and realms, colonization, and 
escapism relate the genre of science fiction to the ―real 
world.‖ 

 Problems in current society, such as disease, abuse of 
power, war, and restrictive government are explored in 
literature to provoke awareness and change. 

 In the attempt to create a utopian society, dystopia 
often results. 

 

Sample Conceptual Understandings: 

 

 Ayn Rand in Anthem and Kurt Vonnegut in Harrison 
Bergeron support the belief that human beings achieve 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

 

Learning Activities: 

 

 Before reading The Martian Chronicles, expose 
students to first contact stories in popular 
culture.  Divide students in expert groups.  
Provide students in each group with a first 
contact story synopsis (ET, Close Encounters, 
Star Wars, Contact, Alien, Planet of the Apes, 
and Ender’s Game).  Students are then broken 
up into heterogenous groups to share how 
various films and books from popular culture 
explore first contact with other life forms and 
planets.  . As desired, group(s) can share with 
class what they learned from first contact in the 
media.  (Prior Knowledge).   
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Escapism 

Topic: In their efforts to escape a troublesome society and create utopia, humans often end up in 
dystopia.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand escapism as a response to societal pressure.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

language to develop a 
picture of how the events, 
experiences, and ideas 
emerge and unfold. 

6.6. W 5 Strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what 
is most significant for a 
specific task and context. 

6.7. W 7 Perform short, focused 
research projects and more 
sustained research; 
synthesize multiple sources 
on a subject to answer a 
question or solve a problem. 

6.8. W 9 Write in response to 
literary or informational 
sources, drawing evidence 
from the text to support 
analysis and reflection as 
well as to describe what 
they have learned. 

6.9. W 10 Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 

best when they are free. 

 The Martian Chronicles reveals that when people try to 
escape boredom, war, economic issues, and social 
inequities (prejudice, racism) without changing their 
core beliefs, they end up with the same problems.  

 

 

GRASPS 

G Goal:  Design a utopian society. 

R Role:  You are a member of a planning committee for a 
new society 

A Audience: Your design will be presented to government 
officials for their consideration 

S Scenario: Your committee is responsible for designing a 
utopian society. Your committee must determine societal 
values, governing rules, and plan a vision of the day to day 
lives of your citizens. 

P Product: Outline important aspects on chart paper and 
create a name and a seal for your society.   

S Standards: Chart paper must contain: 

- 3 societal values 

- Sample schedule for a typical day 

- 10 governing rules 

- Name of the society 

- Official seal of the society (illustration) 

 Read The Martian Chronicles (1953) by Ray 
Bradbury. (Knowledge, Comprehension). 

 Divide students into small groups to research 
the status of civil rights in the South after the 
Civil War, noting the era immediately after 
WWII.  Have a leader from each group give an 
oral report and connect the group’s findings with 
the portrayal of African Americans in The 
Martian Chronicles ―Way in the Middle of the 
Air.‖  (Knowledge, Comprehension, Application). 

 After reading The Martian Chronicles ―The 
Settlers,‖ have students create a poster 
advertising ―There’s Work for You in the Sky:  
See Mars!‖ with a propaganda slogan, graphics, 
and five facts about the colonization of Mars in 
The Martian Chronicles.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application) 

 Examine reasons humans go to Mars in the 
novel The Martian Chronicles.  Correlate these 
reasons with other great migrations through 
research:  Choose from:  The first explorers to 
the New World, the Great Migration of African 
Americans to the North, Asian immigrants to 
San Francisco, the pioneers who settled the 
West, the Europeans (Italian, Polish) 1830-
1920, or the Latin American immigration 
occurring 21

st
 century.  Construct a T chart 

visual to diagram the comparisons/contrasts of 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Escapism 

Topic: In their efforts to escape a troublesome society and create utopia, humans often end up in 
dystopia.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand escapism as a response to societal pressure.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

frames (a single setting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.   

6.10. SL 4 Plan and deliver 
relevant and sufficient 
evidence in support of 
findings and claims such 
that listeners can follow the 
reasoning, adjusting 
presentation to particular 
audiences and purposes. 

6.11. SL 5 Make strategic use of 
digital media elements and 
visual displays to enhance 
understanding.   

6.12. CCR 1 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage. 

6.13. CCR 2 Demonstrate a 
command of the 
conventions of 
capitalization, spelling, and 
punctuation. 

6.14. CCR 3 Make effective 
choices about language, 

 large scale people movements across time.  
Synthesize the findings in an essay with 
document sources in MLA format (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Synthesis).   

 Read Anthem  by Ayn Rand.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension).   

 Students in pairs think of at least three slogans 
that would promote the beliefs of the collectivist 
society in the novel Anthem.  Students choose 
the best slogan and create a poster to illustrate 
their slogan.  Part II:  Think of three slogans that 
would promote the beliefs of Prometheus’ new 
society at the end of Anthem.  Students choose 
the best slogan and create a poster to illustrate 
their slogan.  (Knowledge, Application, 
Comprehension, Synthesis, Evaluation).  

 During the reading of Anthem, students write a 
factual newspaper article about Prometheus’ 
escape from jail, his surprise appearance at the 
World Council of Scholars, and his flight into the 
Uncharted Forest.  (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Synthesis).   

 After reading ―Harrison Bergeron,‖ play PBS 
interview with Kurt Vonnegut on NOW PBS TV 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x1pjlw_now-
a-tribute-to-kurt-vonnegut-pbs_politics in which 
Vonnegut discusses his life and current state of 
democracy on NOW PBS TV.  Students list 

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x1pjlw_now-a-tribute-to-kurt-vonnegut-pbs_politics
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x1pjlw_now-a-tribute-to-kurt-vonnegut-pbs_politics
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Escapism 

Topic: In their efforts to escape a troublesome society and create utopia, humans often end up in 
dystopia.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand escapism as a response to societal pressure.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

punctuation, and sentence 
structure for meaning and 
style.   

6.15. CCR 4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases encountered 
through conversations, 
reading, and media use. 

6.16. CCR 5 Understand the 
nuances of and 
relationships among words. 

6.17. CCR 6 Use grade-
appropriate general 
academic vocabulary and 
domain specific words and 
phrases purposefully 
acquired as well as gained 
through conversation and 
reading and responding to 
texts.   

 

details from the interview – Vonnegut’s views of 
politics, the common man, public schools, and 
his vision of equality. Apply Vonnegut’s ideas 
about society to the themes in ―Harrison 
Bergeron,‖ as well as Anthem.  (Knowledge, 
Application, Comprehension, Synthesis).   

 During or after reading Anthem, research the 
mythological characters Prometheus and Gaia.  
Based on the research of these two characters, 
determine why characters in the novel chose 
those names.  (Knowledge, Application, 
Comprehension, Evaluation).   

 

Assessment Models:  

 

Pre-Assessment: 

 

Present the essential questions of the unit to the 
students.  Students work in groups to discuss the 
essential questions and share expectations.  
Teacher rotates and sits in on each group to assess 
prior understanding of themes.   

 

Formative Assessment: 

 Quizzes and tests 

 Quick write one of the journal topics 
or essential questions 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Escapism 

Topic: In their efforts to escape a troublesome society and create utopia, humans often end up in 
dystopia.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand escapism as a response to societal pressure.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 Teacher observations 

 Class discussions 

 Thumbs up/thumbs down verbal quiz 

 Exit tickets and other closure 
activities 

 

Summative Assessments: 

 

Write a journal entry that Prometheus writes one 
year after the novel ends.  In the entry, have 
Prometheus compare and contrast his new society 
with the society in which he grew up in Anthem.  
Describe the progress Prometheus sees in his new 
society.  Tell whether or not he feels that he has 
been successful (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Evaluation).   

 
Research political and social controversial issues in 
the Issues & Controversies database available 
through the Media Center.  Students select one 
issue.  Imitating Bradbury’s three phase novel 
structure, students construct their own three phase 
Mission to Mars:  Phase I: Expedition (taking off, 
getting there); Phase II:  Colonization and 
Exploration; and Phase III:  Conclusion.  Within the 
narrative, students attempt to resolve the social or 
political issue on Mars and demonstrate creativity 
and imagination through the use of similes and 
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Curriculum Management System 

Subject/Grade Level:  

LAL I/Grade 9 

Big Idea: Escapism 

Topic: In their efforts to escape a troublesome society and create utopia, humans often end up in 
dystopia.  

Overarching Goals: 
(1) Communicate in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content, format and form for 

different audiences and purposes.   
(2) Comprehend, understand, analyze, evaluate, critique, solve, and respond to a variety of texts. 
(3) Investigate, research, and synthesize information from a variety of media sources. 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand escapism as a response to societal pressure.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions, Enduring Understandings,  

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

metaphors.  (Knowledge, Evaluation) 

 

Resources: 

 

The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury 

Anthem by Ayn Rand 

Literature and Language by McDougal Littell 

 

Additional Resources: 

 

Full text of ―Harrison Bergeron‖ retrieved from 
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/harrison.html 

 
 

http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/harrison.html
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COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

Reading Benchmarks  Writing Benchmarks 

Form  Form 

Recognize central idea or theme  
Communicate message to intended 

audience 

Recognize supporting detail 
 

 Develop topic / central idea 

Connect with prior knowledge 
 

 Develop thesis 

Determine author or reader’s 
purpose 

 Provide supporting details 

Using appropriate reading strategies  Create opening /closing 

Identify and analyze: 
Text type, Literary forms, Elements, 

Devices, Patterns of organization 
 Use variety of lead sentences 

 
Form opinions and conclusions 

 
 Logical progression of ideas 

Self-assess one’s own reading 
strategies and responses to text 

 Varied sentence structure 

 
Make inferences and predict 

 
 Engage in writing process 

Understand new vocabulary  Self-assess using standard criteria 

Recognize persuasion  Develop conclusions 

Use context clues to enhance 
comprehension 

 Convey point of view 

Extrapolate information  Elaborate 

Ask relevant questions to enhance 
comprehension 

 Select and research a topic 

Distinguish information as 
relevant/irrelevant/fact/opinion 

 
 Use models or examples 

Interpret literary devices   

 


