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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The goal of the Monroe Township High School Language Arts program is to develop and to enhance students’ ability to communicate 
effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  Probably the single most important attribute of academic and career success, effective 
communication is based on the components of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 
 
A successful high school English program develops these components through an integrated approach to the language arts.  This 
includes instruction in and practice of the support skills underlying each of these processes.  For example, in the writing component, 
students write regularly, in a variety of modes and for a variety of audiences, using writing activities designed to appeal to students’ 
interests and needs.  Students learn strategies for prewriting and revising – in essence, skills for critical thinking such as analysis, 
synthesis, problem-solving and evaluation.  They also share their writing with others and keep records of their writing development and 
samples of their writing in a portfolio.  Frequent formal and informal assessment of the student’s writing provides the teacher, the 
student and the parent with information about the student’s areas of strength and the areas that need improvement. 
 
Reading and writing about literature become increasingly more important as students develop the sophisticated skills of analysis and 
interpretation.  By the time they complete their senior year, students will have read significant works of American, British and World 
literature.  They also will have learned to express themselves in all of the rhetorical modes and to conduct independent research. 
 
 

Educational Goals 
This course offers students an opportunity to define and the study the “hard-boiled” crime story in American literature. Through 
examination and analysis of short stories, fiction, poetry, and various arts and media genres in the context of popular culture, students 
will engage in social, political and moral climate of each detective’s era of crime investigation.  At the end of this course, students will 
have a better understanding of how a true crime story “emphasizes the character conflict and the problems inherent in human behavior” 
(Pronzini, 1995). 
 
This course satisfies the second part of the twelfth grade Language Arts requirement for graduation. 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
A note about Language Arts Literacy Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy were revised in 2004 to include the five general 
standards of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing and media literacy, along with specific strands and cumulative progress 
indicators for each.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and 
may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for 
Language Arts Literacy may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3_lal.htm 
 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3_lal.htm�
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Language Arts IV Crime Fiction 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 
Quarter I 

Big Idea: Structure & Functions 
Identifiable Characteristics of American Crime Fiction 
I. How the author infuses literary elements 

a. Literary Elements: Plot, Characters, Tone, Irony 
b. Beginning with 1920’s hardboiled detective-Dashiell Hammett’s: 

 
The Maltese Falcon 

Big Idea:  Correlation 
American Crime Fiction as it Mirrors American Society 
II. Relationships, Class Structure, Gender Opinions in America 

a.  The role of man & woman, other-Raymond Chandler’s: 

b.  The roles of the low, middle, wealthy 

The Big 
Sleep 

c.  The role of male vs. female   
Big Idea:  Nature & Nurture 
American Crime Fiction ‘s Comment on Social Taboos 
III. Types of crimes committed/Types of Criminals: Film Study 

a.   social norms 
b. social taboos 
 

 

Quarter II 
Big Idea: Evolution 
American Crime Fiction’s Popularity 
IV. Topics of interest: Decade related 

a.    1920/30  
b     1940-violence- Mickey Spillane’s: 
c.  1960 

I, the Jury 

d.  1990 
 

Big Idea: Evolution 
The Development of the Hero’s Role in Non-Traditional Ways 
V. Types of detectives/The role of the detective 

a.    Serious/Male 
b.    Bumbling 
c.    Teams 
d.  Women-Sue Grafton’s:  

 
A is for Alibi 

Big Idea: Evolution 
Crime Fiction Works & Evil in the Universe 
VI.  The apparent plot and the revealed plot.-Student Choice 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Structure and Function- 
 Identifiable Characteristics of American Crime Fiction :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic:  How the author infuses literary elements.  
 
Goal 1: The student will be able to distinguish through the use of various literary elements how a crime 
                    story evolves. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions  
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10-12 • Identify, assess and apply 
personal reading 
strategies that were most 
effective in previous 
learning from a variety of 
texts. 3.1.12.E 

• Use knowledge of word 
origins and word 
relationships, as well as 
historical and literary 
context clues, to determine 
the meanings of 
specialized 
vocabulary.3.1.12,F 

• Analyze how an author’s 
use of words creates tone 
and mood, and how choice 
of word advances the 
theme or purpose of the 
work.3.1.12,G 

• Recognize literary 
concepts such as 
rhetorical device, logical 
fallacy and jargon, and 
their effect on meaning. 
3.1.12,G 

• Analyze and evaluate the 
appropriateness of diction 
and figurative 
language(e.g. irony, 
paradox) 3.1.12,G 

• How does crime fiction compare with the typical 
literary genre? ie: setting, plot, characters? 

 
• In what way does the use of “first-person” narration 

help or hinder the reader’s interest in the novel? 
 

• What/who is the Hard-boiled detective? 
 
 

Enduring Understanding 
American Crime Fiction is a unique genre as it has a 
hard-boiled detective, with definitive characteristics, 
which uses first-person narration throughout the novel 
to reveal the crime and its solution.  
 

Grasps: Performance Assessment  

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

(Application, 
Evaluation, Synthesis) 
You are the writer of a crime fiction novel. The first 
character you will create is the detective. As a traditional 
writer of American Hard-Boiled Detective Fiction you would 
be restricted in creating a character within the confines of a 
certain “type”. 
Goal: Students will be asked to devise a character sketch 
of the hard-boiled detective. 
Role: You are the crime fiction author. 
Audience: The reader of crime fiction, specifically hard-
boiled crime fiction. 
Situation: The challenge involves effectively creating a 
hard-boiled detective character. 

• Students will read  Dashiell Hammett’s The 
Maltese Falcon  

• Students will keep a log of literary elements 
(e.g. plot, setting, characters) in order to 
help “solve” the crime. (This helps keep the 
facts straight and as a double purpose, 
serves as a review.) (Knowledge, 
Application, Comprehension) 

(Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 
Evaluation, & Synthesis) 

• T-Charting/Cause and Effect: The teacher 
can pre-assign groups early in the 
semester. Large sheets of paper can be 
adhered to a Crime-Fiction section of the 
classroom.  Each group will then be 
assigned a novel to be responsible for 
creating a T-chart of the cause and effect 
relationship which details the clues the 
detective followed to solve the crime. 
(Evaluation, Synthesis, Analysis)                           
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Structure and Function- 
 Identifiable Characteristics of American Crime Fiction :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic:  How the author infuses literary elements.  
 
Goal 1: The student will be able to distinguish through the use of various literary elements how a crime 
                    story evolves. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions  
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Product: You will create a hard-boiled detective using 
writing prompts and pictures to symbolize the character. 
Standards and Criteria for Success: Your work will be 
judged by using the following prompts placed on a rubric: 
1.  Did the author include the following information in 
his/her depiction of the detective: 

• What do you think he would “look” like? 
• Where do you think he would live? 
• What kind of family life do you think he would 

have? 
• What kind of education do you believe he would 

have to have to be a detective? 
• What emotional attachments would he exhibit? 

2.   Did the author use visuals? 
3.   Did he or she Visually represent his detective according 
to his/her description? 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Correlation- 
 American Crime Fiction as it mirrors American Society :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction 
Topics: Relationships, Class Structure, Gender Opinions in America 

Goal 2: The student will be able to compare and contrast how Crime Fiction writers portray American 
                   society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10-12 • Analyze and evaluate the 
appropriateness of diction 
and figurative 
language(e.g. irony, 
paradox) 3.1.12,G 

• Analyze how an author’s 
use of words creates tone 
and mood, and how choice 
of word advances the 
theme or purpose of the 
work.3.1.12,G 

 

• What pre-conceived ideas might the author initiate in 
the mind of the reader on relationships, class structure, 
and gender opinions in America? 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

Enduring Understanding 
Students should infer and perceive that authors  
intentionally include biases to manipulate the outcome  
of the events or storyline. 

 

• Students will read Raymond Chandler’s 
The Big Sleep.

• Establish observation journals. Students will 
keep a section in the back of their daily 
journals/notebooks in which to record 
observations of daily life, conversations, 
mannerisms, and how people speak and 
act. At the end of a week, students will 
review their observations with a partner and 
discuss what they have learned about 
people’s mannerisms, ability to deny 
information, nervous habits, truthful 
conversations, etc. in attempt to model 
what a detective might have to elicit from a 
unsuspecting witness or reluctant witness 
of a crime. (Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 
Evaluation, & Synthesis) 

• Detective’s Log-All detectives must keep an 
accounting of their activities and expenses 
for their customer as part of an expense 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Correlation- 
 American Crime Fiction as it mirrors American Society :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction 
Topics: Relationships, Class Structure, Gender Opinions in America 

Goal 2: The student will be able to compare and contrast how Crime Fiction writers portray American 
                   society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

report to validate their “work” or “worth”. 
Students should experience what it is like to 
keep of log of their activities for the day as it 
pertains to their “job” be it school, their 
actual place of employment, or member of 
the household responsibilities. Students are 
to keep a log for one day tracking their 
activities which would make their 
“employer” satisfied that payment was 
warranted. (Application, Evaluation, 
Synthesis) 
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Big Idea:  Nature & Nurture- 
  American Crime Fiction ‘s Comment on Social Taboos :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: Criminals and the Crimes They Commit 

Goal 3: The student will be able to examine and formulate arguments as to why people choose to violate social 
                   norms and/or rules. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 • STANDARD 3.5 (Viewing 
and media literacy) All 
students will access, view, 
evaluate, and respond to 
print, nonprint, and 
electronic texts and 
resources 

• Identify and evaluate how 
a media product 
expresses the values of 
the culture that produced 
it.  

 

 

 
• What is considered acceptable behavior in society? 
• How does society assess the severity of a crime? 
• Is the “law” willing to bend the rules for criminals? How 

so? Why? 
• Have social taboos changed over time? 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

Enduring Understanding 
Students must consider why society sets acceptable 
 and non acceptable social behaviors and at what cost 
 to society is a crime ever deemed tolerable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Jigsaw Activity: In groups of 2, students will 
research and make a list of the 10 most 
notorious criminals in history (or American 
Criminals). Students will note their crime 
and punishment. Also students can be 
asked to note who captured the criminals. 
Students will then present their selected 
criminal to the rest of the class, instructing 
each group of the notorious criminal. 
(Synthesis, knowledge, application, 
evaluate) 

• In groups of 3, students will be asked to 
make a list of acceptable societal norms 
and taboos. Students will compare lists and 
create master list for class display.  
(Analysis, evaluation, synthesis) 

 
• Students should view clips of films that 

depict “Criminals and the Crimes they 
commit, e.g. Little Caesar (1930), Scarface: 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nature & Nurture- 
  American Crime Fiction ‘s Comment on Social Taboos :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: Criminals and the Crimes They Commit 

Goal 3: The student will be able to examine and formulate arguments as to why people choose to violate social 
                   norms and/or rules. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

The Shame of a Nation (1932), The Sting, 
The Godfather I & II. Students will be 
required to write a paper formulating the 
argument as to why these criminals chose 
to violate the social norms and rules using 
evidence/examples from the film. In an 
opinion statement, students will defend 
whether or not they see a positive or 
negative outcome. (Evaluation, Analysis, 
Synthesis) 

 
• Your goal is to inform the reader of your 

opinion paper why citizens choose to 
violate acceptable social norms. 

• Keep in mind you must provide examples 
from each of the films which show the 
criminals profiting from their abhorrent 
behavior.  

• The challenge involves effectively 
interpreting and debating why abhorrent 
behavior is intermittently accepted by 
societal members. 

• Student will write a three page paper with 
examples from each of the movie clips 
showing how the criminals’ behavior is 
accepted and/or deemed appropriate by 
society, along with a clear thesis statement 
stating the writer’s position. 

• Standards and Criteria for Success: Your 
work will be evaluated by your instructor on 
a rubric which addressed the following 
questions: 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nature & Nurture- 
  American Crime Fiction ‘s Comment on Social Taboos :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: Criminals and the Crimes They Commit 

Goal 3: The student will be able to examine and formulate arguments as to why people choose to violate social 
                   norms and/or rules. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

1. Does the student have a clear thesis 
statement, taking a position of whether or 
not the criminal’s behavior defies social 
norms yet is deemed acceptable on some 
level?  

2. Does the student incorporate and defend 
examples from each of the three films with 
assessments as how the behavior or crime 
was accepted? 

3. Does the student produce a conclusion 
which refines the topic and summarizes the 
thesis? 

4. Is the paper grammatically correct, with 
proper sentence structure? Has the paper 
been properly formatted in the MLA style? 
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Big Idea: Evolution- 
  American Crime Fiction’s Popularity :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The topics which motivates a reader to read about crime. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to examine and critique, with the conclusion of each novel, if there is an  
                  essential element which continues to promote Crime Fiction’s popularity. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10-12 • Understand that our 
literary heritage is marked 
by distinct literary 
movements and is part of 
a global literary 
tradition.(3.1.12.G3) 

• What makes a subject, e.g. crime fiction, popular? 
• What keeps the subject interesting? 
• What might an author do to lose the popularity of his or 

her audience? 
• How many different ways can authors make the same 

crime interesting? 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

Enduring Understanding 
Authors must continuously hypothesize and transform 
current subject matter of interest into readable fiction  
for their audience.  

 

• Students create a visual timeline showing 
distinct literary changes in the art of Crime 
Fiction writing. Small groups of students 
can research each decade’s characteristics, 
authors, and literary works central to each 
decade, and that data is added to each 
timeline. (Application, Comprehension, 
Synthesis) 

• Students should read the first chapter of I, 
the Jury. Students can be grouped into 
large groups of 4 and brainstorm the three 
rules of crime solving: Motive, Means, and 
Opportunity.  (This novel is particularly 
evasive in the beginning in these three 
areas. Students should make a list and 
retain until novel is finished to reveal if 
students were correct.) (Analysis, 
Evaluation) 

• Students will read Mickey Spillane’s I, the 
Jury   focusing on how during the 1940’s 
Spillane’s famous detective Mike Hammer 
personified violence in his crime fighting. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Evolution- 
  American Crime Fiction’s Popularity :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The topics which motivates a reader to read about crime. 

Goal 4: The student will be able to examine and critique, with the conclusion of each novel, if there is an  
                  essential element which continues to promote Crime Fiction’s popularity. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

This was the most popular detective of that 
period. (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis, Evaluation, & 
Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Evolution- 
The Development of the Hero’s Role in Non-Traditional Ways :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The Type & Role of the Detective 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to synthesize and appraise how crime fighting roles change due to changes in    
             gender, personalities, and collaborative measures.                   
Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

8 • Analyze how an author’s 
use of words creates tone 
and mood, and how choice 
of word advances the 
theme or purpose of the 
work.3.1.12,G 

• Identify literary and stylistic 
devices in short stories, 
fiction, nonfiction, and 
poetry (3.1.12.G.1-5) 

• Identify and evaluate how 
a media product 
expresses the values of 
the culture that produced 
it. 3.5.12,2 

 

• What “kinds” of detectives are there? 
• What is the role of the detective? 
• Should a detective live by certain moral codes? 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

Enduring Understanding 
Readers need to recognize through the evolution of 
American Crime Fiction the central character may 
include differences in gender, personalities, and 
collaborative. 
 Authors must be cognizant of the readers’ attachment 
to the detective when the detective is an admired serial 
character. 

• Students should view clips of TV shows 
such as: Ellery Queen (1950), Dragnet 
(1951), Columbo and/or Cannon (1971), 
Hart to Hart (1979), Charlie’s Angels (1976) 
and Spencer for Hire (1985) to interpret 
how each detective and/or detective teams 
formulated their own sense of style and 
workmanship. (Analysis, Evaluation) 

• Students will read Sue Grafton’s A is for 
Alibi

• Students will compare the “female” to a 
“male” detective and examine differences 
and or similarities in styles of investigative 
abilities.  

. In this novel, students will continue to 
discuss the role of the detective, what moral 
codes Kinsey Millhone does or does not 
prescribe to as a detective. (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 
Evaluation, & Synthesis) 

             Students should be evaluating her narrative 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Evolution- 
The Development of the Hero’s Role in Non-Traditional Ways :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The Type & Role of the Detective 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to synthesize and appraise how crime fighting roles change due to changes in    
             gender, personalities, and collaborative measures.                   
Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

             style to Spade’s or Marlowe’s to assess    
             how it compares to the traditional “hard- 
             boiled” detective. (Analysis, Evaluation,   
             Synthesis) 

• Arrest the Criminal!- Now that you have 
read how most hard-boiled detectives do 
not  work willingly with the police you must 
write a persuasive letter to the local law 
enforcement agency stating why it is in its 
best interest  to arrest the criminal you 
believe has committed the crime.  

• You must have a thesis statement stating 
why this person(s) should be arrested? 

• You must have three main supports: 
motive, means, and opportunity.  Explain 
how each can be proved by using textual 
proof from the book, and make sure you 
cite the page number, on which the proof is 
found, within the letter. 

• Use both citation methods-direct quotation 
and paraphrasing. Part of your textual 
proofs should include the clues found as 
well as  your inferences and logical 
deduction? 

• Conclusion should be restatement of thesis 
with personal conclusions drawn in 
between. 

•  Standards and Criteria for Success: Your 
work will be evaluated by your instructor on 
a rubric which addressed the following 
questions: 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Evolution- 
The Development of the Hero’s Role in Non-Traditional Ways :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The Type & Role of the Detective 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to synthesize and appraise how crime fighting roles change due to changes in    
             gender, personalities, and collaborative measures.                   
Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Does the student have a clear thesis 
statement, justifying clear criminal activity 
and lawlessness? 

•  Does the student include three means of 
support that include motive, means and 
opportunity within the confines of the 
storyline? 

• Does the student use direct and indirect 
quotations with page numbers? 

• Does the student include personal deducing 
or simply restate acts from the novel? 

• Does the student include a conclusion that 
is not merely a restatement of the thesis 
sentence? 

• Is the paper grammatically correct, with 
proper sentence structure? Is the letter 
properly formatted in proper formal letter 
writing style? 

 



 21 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Evolution- 
The Development of the Hero’s Role in Non-Traditional Ways :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The Type & Role of the Detective 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to synthesize and appraise how crime fighting roles change due to changes in    
             gender, personalities, and collaborative measures.                   
Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Evolution- 
 Crime Fiction Works & Evil in the Universe :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The apparent plot and the revealed plot 

Goal 6

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to differentiate between what the author reveals to be the purpose and assess 
what the crime fighter’s true motives are in solving the crime. 
Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

8-10 • Analyze how an author’s 
use of words creates tone 
and mood, and how choice 
of word advances the 
theme or purpose of the 
work.3.1.12,G 

• 2.1  Develop voice as a 
writer    (3.2.12.D.7) 

• 2.2  Communicate ideas 
using persuasion, 
comparison, exposition, 
and research. (3.2.12.D.2) 

• 2.3  Use logic to support 
ideas. (3.2.12.B.3) 

• Write in various forms, 
including: (3.2.12.D.1) 

• Letter 
• Free writing exploration 
• Essay 
• Play/Skit 
• Poem 
• Review/Critique 
• Personal Narrative 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• What crime has been committed? (apparent) 
• Why did the detective really take the case? 

(revealed) 
 

• How is theme revealed or shown through the 
detective’s “methodical craft”? 

 
Enduring Understanding 
The reader observes and discriminates how the 
detective methodically solves the crime. 
 

Situation: The situation involves reviewing and critiquing 

GRASPS  Performance Assessment: 
(Knowledge, Comprehension,  
Application, Analysis, Evaluation & Synthesis) 
You are a high school English teacher who has to choose a 
new novel to add to the American Crime Fiction curriculum 
for next year’s class. Your job is to ensure the novel 
adheres to the characteristics of hard-boiled crime fiction. 
You want to add a contemporary novel to promote “student 
interest”, yet at the same time make sure you do not 
deviate from the specifics of the genre. 
Goal:  Students will choose a contemporary Crime Fiction 
novel. This will be read independently (Books should be 
teacher-approved) 
Role: Students will assume the role of an instructor in the 
choosing of reading material for the course of American 
Crime Fiction for future readers.  
Audience: Teachers who will teach the course of American 
Crime Fiction, Curriculum Supervisor, interested students. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

• Students will use the writing process to 
create their own crime fiction short story 
using their knowledge of the basic elements 
of detective fiction. (Knowledge, 
Application, Synthesis) 

• Students will be paired and will brainstorm 
as to what type of questions hard-boiled 
detectives might routinely ask at crime 
scenes, witnesses or acquaintences of the 
victim. (Application, Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Evolution- 
 Crime Fiction Works & Evil in the Universe :  

12th/LA Crime Fiction Topic: The apparent plot and the revealed plot 

Goal 6

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to differentiate between what the author reveals to be the purpose and assess 
what the crime fighter’s true motives are in solving the crime. 
Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Summative Assessment: 
Present an organized, 
informative presentation. 
(3.3.12.D.1-3) 

• Determine essential 
information when listening 
to presentations and other 
media. (3.4.12.B.1) 

 

works of crime fiction while ensuring the novel of choice 
models hard-boiled fiction even at with a contemporary 
publication date. 
Product: Students will present a synopsis of the novel-
orally- including detective vs. criminal, crime committed, 
clues, solving of crime, opinion of story and defense as to 
how the detective(s) attain the hard-boiled model of 
detective fiction.  
Standards and Criteria for Success: Your work will be 
evaluated by your instructor and peers on a rubric which 
addresses the following questions: 

1. Does the student include present an organized,  
       informative presentation? 
2. Does the student include all criteria as outlined in 

the product instructions? 
3. Did the student speak articulately and with 

appropriate volume? 
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Language Arts IV Crime Fiction 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
1. The student will be able to distinguish through the use of various literary elements how a crime story evolves. 

 
2. The student will be able to compare and contrast how Crime Fiction writers portray American society. 

 
3. The student will be able to examine and formulate arguments as to why people choose to violate social norms 

and/or rules. 
 

4. The student will be able to examine and critique, with the conclusion of each novel, if there are an essential 
elements which continue to promote Crime Fiction’s popularity. 

 
5. The student will be able to synthesize and appraise how crime fighting roles change due to changes in gender, 

personalities, and collaborative measures. 
 

6. The student will be able to differentiate between what the author reveals to be the purpose and assess what the crime fighter’s true 
motives are in solving the crime. 
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Language Arts Department Benchmarks 
 
 

Reading Benchmarks       Writing Benchmarks 
Form  Form 

Recognize central idea or theme  Communicate message to intended audience 

Recognize supporting detail 
  Develop topic/central idea 

Connect with prior knowledge  Develop thesis 
Determine author or reader’s purpose  Provide supporting details 

Use appropriate reading strategies  Create effective opening/closing 

Identify and analyze: 
Text type, Literary forms, Elements, Devices, 

Patterns of organization 
 Use a variety of lead sentences 

 
Form opinions and conclusions 

 
 Demonstrate logical progression of ideas 

Assess one’s own reading strategies and responses 
to text  Utilize varied sentence structure 

 
Make inferences and predict 

 
 Engage in writing process 

Understand new vocabulary  Self-assess using standard criteria 

Recognize persuasion  Develop conclusions 

Use context clues to enhance comprehension  Convey point of view 

Extrapolate information  Elaborate 

Ask relevant questions to enhance comprehension  Select and research a topic 

Distinguish information as 
relevant/irrelevant/fact/opinion 

 
 Use models or examples 

Interpret literary devices   
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Suggested Titles for American Crime Fiction: 
 
1.  The Maltese Falcon, Dashiell Hammett 
2.  The Big Sleep, Raymond Chandler 
3.  I, The Jury, Mickey Spillane 
4.  A is for Alibi, Sue Grafton 
5.  Student Choice (Teacher Approved) Modern Detective Novel (1980 or later) which fits Hard-Boiled Detective Genre. 
 
 
Videos and Audio: 
Little Caesar (1930) 
Scarface: The Shame of a Nation (1932) 
The Godfather I (1972) 
The Sting (1973) 
The Godfather II (1974) 
 
TV Shows such as: 
Ellery Queen (1950) 
Dragnet (1951) 
Cannon (1971) 
Columbo (1971) 
Charlie’s Angels (1976) 
Hart to Hart (1979) 
Spencer for Hire (1985) 
 
 
Websites:  
www.crimeculture.com 
http://www.mysterynet.com/movies/top50/ 
http:// www.detnovel.com 
http://www.filmsite.org/crimefilms.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.crimeculture.com/�
http://www.mysterynet.com/movies/top50/�
http://www.detnovel.com/�
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