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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

The goal of the Monroe Township High School Language Arts program is to develop and to enhance students’ ability to communicate 
effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  Probably the single most important attribute of academic and career success, effective 
communication is based on the components of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 
 
A successful high school English program develops these components through an integrated approach to the language arts.  This 
includes instruction in and practice of the support skills underlying each of these processes.  For example, in the writing component, 
students write regularly, in a variety of modes and for a variety of audiences, using writing activities designed to appeal to students’ 
interests and needs.  Students learn strategies for prewriting and revising – in essence, skills for critical thinking such as analysis, 
synthesis, problem-solving and evaluation.  They also share their writing with others and keep records of their writing development and 
samples of their writing in a portfolio.  Frequent formal and informal assessment of the student’s writing provides the teacher, the 
student and the parent with information about the student’s areas of strength and the areas that need improvement. 
 
Reading and writing about literature become increasingly more important as students develop the sophisticated skills of analysis and 
interpretation.  By the time they complete their senior year, students will have read significant works of American, British and World 
literature.  They also will have learned to express themselves in all of the rhetorical modes and to conduct independent research. 

 
 

Educational Goals 
 

Public Speaking and Debate is a course geared toward students that wish to improve their public speaking skills on a sophisticated 
level.  It is open to juniors and seniors that are in the refining years of their high school writing careers.  This course is designed to 
expose students to a myriad of public speaking venues and opportunities.  As a semester course, the pace of the course is rigorous, 
and includes frequent research and presentations.  Students should enter the course with strong written communication and a keen 
interest to improve oral communication.  Students will learn to write a speech, deliver a speech, and respond to audience 
comments/questions.  Students will also learn the complicated procedure of formal debate and the art of oral interpretation.   
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about the Language Arts Literacy Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy were revised in 2004 to include the five general 
standards of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing and media literacy, along with specific strands and cumulative progress 
indicators for each.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and 
may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for 
Language Arts Literacy may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3_lal.htm 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3_lal.htm�
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Public Speaking and Debate 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I 
Big Idea: Reflection 
I. Becoming Comfortable in One’s Skin 
 a. Analyze personality traits that may hinder the natural ability to comfortably 
publicly speak. 
 b. Gain confidence as speakers in the classroom and become accustomed to 
having their voices heard.   
 c. Use daily voice exercises to strengthen comfort level and physical ability. 
 d. Research and explore ways to reduce anxiety while delivering a speech. 
 e. Evaluate their missions/goals for the class. 

Big Idea: Reaction & Participation 
II. Surveying Different Speeches With Different Purposes 
 a. Analyze a written speech for tone, emphasis, and diction. 
 b. Evaluate the importance of words and language in addition to taking 
“performance” into consideration. 
 c. Summarize and interpret others’ speeches through oral and visual 
conveyance. 
 d. Create classroom discussion forums to collectively analyze a speech. 
 e. Construct a framework and requirements for student speech evaluations. 

Big Idea: Performance 
III. Writing Speeches and Performing Them 
 a. Write exemplary speeches with varying syntax, appropriate diction, and 
evident tone. 
 b. Utilize relaxation and focusing techniques to deliver a formal speech to the 
class with a level of comfort. 
 c. Recognize the importance of revision and the formal writing process within 
speech writing. 
 d. Demonstrate competent knowledge in research and employ media center 
resources. 

 

Quarter II 
Big Idea: Interactions 
IV. Rules and Procedure Are Key to Debate 
 a. Identify and explain the procedure for formal debate. 
 b. Evaluate techniques/procedures used in formal debate and speculate about 
the importance of the procedure. 
 c. Portray and interact in a professional demeanor that adheres to the nature of 
formal debate. 
 d. Participate in formal debates that address a myriad of topics. 

Big Idea: Interpretation 
V. Portraying the Tone and Message of Another 
 a. Employ the physical and mental preparatory techniques for public speaking. 
 b. Speculate about the personality and affect of the author of a speech. 
 c. Makes inferences about an author’s purpose/intent. 
 d. Analyze character, theme, and tone of a fictional nature. 
 e. Take on the persona of a fictional character and perform as such. 
 f.  Write/perform a speech in a specific voice of someone else. 

Big Idea: Creativity 
VI. Construction of a Portfolio 
 a. Arrange pieces of written work in a purposeful manner. 
 b. Revise and edit written pieces with the help of peers. 
 c. Construct a visually pleasing and professional presentation of speeches. 
 d. Explore ways technology can assist one in making a stellar portfolio. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Reflection 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Building Confidence 

Goal 1: The student will be able to become comfortable in one’s own skin while speaking to peers and 
instructors. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8   
1.1. Analyze personality traits that 

may hinder the natural 
ability to comfortably 
publicly speak. (3.3.12.A.1) 

 
1.2. Gain confidence as speakers 

in the classroom and 
become accustomed to 
having their voices heard. 
(3.3.12.D.1) 

 
1.3. Use daily voice exercises to 

strengthen comfort level and 
physical ability. (3.3.12.D.1) 

 
1.4. Research and explore ways to 

reduce anxiety while 
delivering a speech. 
(3.1.12.G.1, 3.3.12.B.9) 

 
1.5. Evaluate their missions/goals 

for the class. (3.3.12.D.2, 
3.3.12.D.6) 

• Why do people fear speaking in front of others? 
(embarrassment, uncomfortable, etc) 

• What are the benefits associated with public 
speaking? 
(confidence, having one’s voice heard) 

• What skill might an employer look for when hiring 
an employee?                                                       
(the ability to communicate effectively) 

 
• What skills would one need to possess to deliver a 

speech? 
(calm nerves, loud voice, something to say) 

• What are the purposes of delivering a speech? 
(communicating an idea or opinion) 

 
 
The development of public speaking skills is a cornerstone 

to effective communication inside and outside the 
classroom. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 

• Have students list mannerisms that annoy 
them while watching someone speak.  
Instructor will facilitate a four corners activity 
that all pertain to nervous habits while 
speaking.  This will give the students an 
opportunity to informally address some of 
their insecurities. (Analysis, Evaluation) 

 
• Split students into groups of three or four.  

Have them create an anxiety inventory.  
Have students prepare a list/survey of the 
anxieties felt by people when asked to 
present a speech.  Students should also 
discuss and brainstorm ideas to quell these 
anxiety instigators.  Student groups will 
present to the class. (Analysis, Evaluation, 
Synthesis) 

 
• The instructor will facilitate vocal chord and 



 10 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
bl

oc
ks

 o
f 

In
st

ru
ct

io
n 

Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Reflection 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Building Confidence 

Goal 1: The student will be able to become comfortable in one’s own skin while speaking to peers and 
instructors. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

comfort-building activities such as having 
students speak a list of words at different 
decibel levels or using goofy voices.  
(Application, Comprehension) 

 
• Each student will be assigned a common fear 

of public speakers.  Students will use the 
media center resources to gather factual 
information on this fear and coping methods.  
Students will create a small two minute 
informal speech to deliver to the class.  
(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will write a letter to themselves 

explaining all of their fears and insecurities 
about public speaking.  They will put the 
letters in sealed envelopes and we will review 
them again at the end of the year. (Analysis, 
Synthesis) 

 
• Each student will write a eulogy or an obituary 

of themselves.  This activity is designed to 
pinpoint students’ areas in which they think 
they need to improve and also aids to identify 
where their general comfort levels are.  
Students will read these eulogies to the 
class.  (Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• As a journal entry, student swill brainstorm ten 

interview questions geared toward high 
school students.  The instructor will pair 
students and they will conduct the interview 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Reflection 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Building Confidence 

Goal 1: The student will be able to become comfortable in one’s own skin while speaking to peers and 
instructors. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

and record responses.   
 
• Each student will choose something that 

annoys him or her (a pet-peeve).  Students 
will begin exploring this pet-peeve in a journal 
entry and later expand it into a “rant.”   After 
revising final copies of the “rants,” students 
will share/deliver the “rant” for small student 
groups (3-4 students per group).  (Analysis, 
Evaluation, Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Reaction & Participation 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Analysis of Speeches 

Goal 2: The student will be able to survey and analyze different speeches with different purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
2.1. Analyze a written speech for 

tone, emphasis, and diction. 
(3.1.12.G.10, 3.1.12.G.14) 

 
2.2. Evaluate the importance of 

words and language in 
addition to taking 
“performance” into 
consideration. (3.1.12.F.1, 
3.1.12.F.5) 

 
2.3. Summarize and interpret 

others’ speeches through 
oral and visual conveyance. 
(3.1.12.E.1, 3.5.12.B.2) 

 
2.4. Create classroom 

discussion forums to 
collectively analyze a 
speech. (3.3.12.B.1, 
3.3.12.B.5) 

 
2.5. Construct a framework and 

requirements for student 
speech evaluations. 
(3.3.12.D.6) 
 

• What is the difference between hearing someone and 
listening to someone?  
(understanding the point one makes, etc) 

• What steps can you take to become a more active 
listener? 
(concentration techniques, taking notes, etc) 

• What are the major obstacles to active listening? 
(distractions, attention span, etc) 
 

 
Sophisticated and engaged listeners employ eye contact, 

note-taking strategies, and offer respectful. 

• Students will read examples of famous 
speeches (see list of attached website 
sources).  In pairs, they will complete a chart 
that outlines examples of tone and diction.  
Students will discuss the close reading with 
the instructor in a large class setting. 
(Comprehension, Application, Analysis) 

 
• Have students listen to a speech and write 

down all of the unfamiliar words that they 
hear.  In pairs, have students look up the 
definitions for the words they wrote down.  
Instructor should guide this activity to a 
discussion of diction and the paramount 
importance of vocabulary skills as a writer 
and speaker.  Also discuss how diction and 
audience are related. (Comprehension, 
Application) 

 
• Establish observation journals.  Students must  

keep a section in the back of their daily 
journals in which to record observations of 
daily life, conversations, mannerisms, and 
how people speak.  At the end of each week, 
students will review their observations with a 
partner and discuss what they have learned 
about informal and formal speech. 
(Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• In groups, students will create criteria on 

which to be evaluated.  Students must take 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Reaction & Participation 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Analysis of Speeches 

Goal 2: The student will be able to survey and analyze different speeches with different purposes. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

written and verbal evaluation into 
consideration and report their discussions to 
the class.  Together, with the instructor 
facilitating, students will create a rubric for 
speech assignments. (Evaluation, Synthesis) 

 
• The instructor will give a series of words, that 

while they are actual English words, have no 
meaning in relation to each other.  In pairs, 
students must repeat the series perfectly.  
For every perfect recitation, one word is 
added to the list.  This activity should 
continue until students are no longer able to 
repeat all the words in the list without error.  
This activity can be made into a contest, with 
the student who is able to progress the 
longest declare the winner. (Comprehension, 
Application) 

 
• Scenario:  A Holocaust revisionist petitioned 

the school to deliver a speech to share “their 
side of the story”.  Listen and critique. Write a 
rebuttal that you will then present to the class 
in the form of a speech.  Highlight and rebut 
specific points from the revisionist’s speech 
and provide evidence to support your 
argument.  (Comprehension, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Performance 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Writing Speeches and Delivering Them 

Goal 3: The student will be able to write speeches and perform them for the class. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
3.1. Write exemplary speeches 

with varying syntax, 
appropriate diction, and 
evident tone. (3.2.12.B.4, 
3.2.12.B.9) 

 
3.2. Utilize relaxation and 

focusing techniques to 
deliver a formal speech to 
the class with a level of 
comfort. (3.3.12.D.1 

 
3.3. Recognize the importance 

of revision and the formal 
writing process within 
speech writing. (3.2.12.A.6, 
3.2.12.B.1, 3.3.12.D.4) 

 
3.4. Demonstrate competent 

knowledge in research and 
employ media center 
resources. (3.2.12.B.7) 
 

• What elements create a moving and effective speech? 
(tonal inflection, diction, rhetorical strategies) 

 
• What makes a speaker engaging? 

(visual aids during speech, inflection in voice, etc) 
• What are the ethics of public speaking? 

(appealing to an entire audience, knowing an 
audience) 

• What are ethos, pathos, and logos? 
(different appeals that speakers can use to appeal to 
an audience) 

 
 
Engaging speakers use inflection, visual aids, knowledge of 

audience, and rhetorical strategies to appeal to their 
audience. 

 

 
• Students will listen and respond in writing and 

then orally to videos of famous American 
speeches.  Students will write journal entries in 
response to speeches, participate in small and 
large class discussions, and complete quizzes 
to assess comprehension. (Comprehension, 
Application, Evaluation) 

 
• After students have listened/viewed three or 

four famous American speeches, each student 
must choose one speech for which to write a 
reply.  Each student will write a speech that 
creates a conversation with a famous American 
speech.  Students must deliver the speech to 
classmates. (Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will research material on student-

selected/teacher approved topics for a variety 
of speeches.  Topics can include: persuasive, 
informative, current events, ethical issues, etc). 
(Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• Students will deliver and respond to formal 

speeches (ie. Persuasive, informative, current 
event) (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 
• In groups of two or three, students will conduct 

informal research on one of the following terms.  
Each student “team” must construct a three to 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Performance 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Writing Speeches and Delivering Them 

Goal 3: The student will be able to write speeches and perform them for the class. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

four minute presentation that provides all of the 
pertinent information about the term.  Groups 
must use visual aids in their presentations. 

Copyright 
Public domain 
Fair use doctrine 
Paraphrase information 
Plagiarism 
Cybercheating 
Jargon 
Free speech 
(Suggested Website: National Speakers 
Association Code of Ethics.  www.nsahouston.org) 
(Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
 

 

http://www.nsahouston.org/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Interactions 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Rules and Procedure Are Key to Debate 

Goal 4: The student will be able to identify and employ practices for formal debate. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
4.1. Identify and explain the 

procedure for formal debate. 
(3.3.12.A.4) 

 
4.2. Evaluate techniques/ 

procedures used in formal 
debate and speculate about 
the importance of the 
procedure. (3.3.12.B.3, 
3.3.12.B.5, 3.3.12.B.8) 

 
4.3. Portray and interact in a 

professional demeanor that 
adheres to the nature of 
formal debate. (3.3.12.C.1, 
3.3.12.D.3) 

 
4.4. Participate in formal debates 

that address a myriad of 
topics. (3.3.12.B.6, 
3.3.12.B.7) 
 

• What are the uses of formal debate? 
(formal meeting groups, political venues, classrooms, 
etc) 

• What elements are needed to successfully and 
ethically debate a topic? 
(research, accurate points and support, debate 
procedures) 

• What societal venues still employ formal debate? 
(politics, various organizations, etc) 

 
 
Formal debate, a format used in a myriad of venues today, 

is a process that allocates time for each side to be 
heard and usually focuses on ethical and controversial 
topics. 

• Jigsaw Activity: Instructor will split students into 
four groups and assign each group a part of the 
formal debate procedures.  This first round of 
groups must become “experts” about their 
excerpt.  In the second round, group members 
will teach their classmates about their part of the 
formal debate procedures. (Comprehension, 
Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• Assign each student a research topic for debate.  

Have students use the media center resources to 
research debate topics and compile a position 
paper on their stances.  Students must include a 
properly formatted works cited page prior to 
participating in the debate. (Comprehension, 
Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• In pairs, students will convert ideas and 

arguments from debate position papers into 
appropriate constructive speeches used in formal 
debate.  Students will rehearse their debate 
speeches with a partner prior to the formal 
debate. (Analysis, Synthesis) 

 
• The instructor will have created two sides for the 

formal debate and assigned each student with 
specific subtopics for debating.  Students will 
engage in formal debate.  Each student and the 
group as a whole will be assessed with a class-
generated rubric. (Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Interactions 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Rules and Procedure Are Key to Debate 

Goal 4: The student will be able to identify and employ practices for formal debate. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Students will choose and study a famous debate. 
Students will replicate the debate to practice 
formal debating procedures.  Students will 
choose a controversial current event topic for 
debating purposes (should be approved by 
instructor). Students will engage in debate using 
formal debating procedures and rules.  
(Comprehension, Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis)  

 
• Scenario: Students will participate in a 

parliamentary debate.  Most commonly used by 
law-making groups, such as Congress, 
parliamentary procedure is also used by a variety 
of groups including churches, businesses, and 
service groups.  Parliamentary procedure follows 
three main principles: the will of the majority 
determines action and policy, the right of the 
minority to speak and participate must always be 
protected, and the rules must be followed as they 
exist to serve the organization and are equally 
applicable to all members.  This scenario will be 
graded using a class-created rubric. 
(Comprehension, Application, Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Interpretation 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Portraying the Tone and Message of Another 

Goal 5: The student will be able to portray the tone and message of another author. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8  
5.1. Employ the physical and 

mental preparatory 
techniques for public 
speaking. (3.3.12.D.2) 

 
5.2. Speculate about the 

personality and affect of the 
author of a speech. 
(3.1.12.G.12) 

 
5.3. Make inferences about an 

author’s purpose/intent. 
(3.1.12.G.9) 

 
5.4. Analyze character, theme, 

and tone of a fictional 
nature. (3.1.12.G.9, 
3.1.12.G.14) 

 
5.5. Take on the persona of a 

fictional character and 
perform as such. 
(3.3.12.D.1, 3.3.12.D.3) 

 
5.6. Write/perform a speech in a 

specific voice of someone 
else. (3.3.12.D.1, 
3.3.12.D.3) 
 

• What is oral interpretation? 
(speaking to specifically interpret literary elements or a 
character) 

• What are the uses of oral interpretation? 
(analysis of literature, entertainment, etc) 

• How can oral interpretation help connect us to our 
physical selves? 
(helps individuals connect to a character more deeply 
and relate that to one’s own insecurities) 

 
 
Oral interpretation is an effective way to plunge into the 
life/mind of a character or piece of literature, and can also 
be used to entertain an audience. 
 
 
Performance Assessment (GRASPS): 
Goal: Students will create and perform an original story or 
narrative. Students should attempt to invent a story that will 
not only captivate the audience, but will also be interesting 
when read. 
Role: Students will take on the role of a writer, actor, and 
director to complete the task from beginning to end.  As 
students perform the story, it will be their job to use voice 
and body to add interest to the performance. 
Audience: Students will be performing the narrative to 
classmates who will provide peer content and performance 
feedback. 
Situation:

• Individually, students will create a pre-speech 
ritual that calms and mentally prepares them.  
Each student will write a short explanatory essay 
about his/her calming technique and share it with 
the class. (Analysis, Synthesis) 

 Students have been hired to create a fictional 
piece for performance by a popular NYC theater group.  

 
• Have students read exemplary pieces of poetry, 

short stories, and plays from British and World 
texts.  Students will analyze literary genres such 
as poetry, short stories, and plays. 
(Comprehension, Analysis) 

 
• Assign each student a soliloquy from one of 

Shakespeare’s plays.  Each student will then use 
the media center to research the importance of 
that character within the specific Shakespearean 
work.  Students will then be required to memorize 
and perform the soliloquy for the class.  Extra 
credit may be earned for dressing in costume.  
Students must include a two paragraph 
explanation of their oral interpretation. (Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 
• Each student will bring in a children’s book and 

share its importance to the class as an opening 
activity.  In groups, students will analyze the 
allure of storybook characters using guided 
discussion questions.  After speculation, each 
group must come to a conclusion regarding 
engaging characteristics of storybook characters.  
Each group will present its findings to the class. 
(Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Interpretation 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Portraying the Tone and Message of Another 

Goal 5: The student will be able to portray the tone and message of another author. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

The story should be fictional, but it can be based on fact if a 
student desires.   
Product: Students will submit a written script to the 
instructor and will perform the piece for the class. 
Standards/Criteria:

 

 Students should be assessed on written 
skills, performance skills, and entertainment ability (this 
piece should be a combination of feedback from 
classmates and the instructor). 
 

• Scenario Assessment: Students will have pre-
approved children’s’ book to read to Falcons Nest 
story time children. Public Speaking students will 
be assessed on skills of storytelling, fluency, 
public speaking ability by use of rubric.  This can 
be done over a period of scheduled visits. 
(Application) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Creativity 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Construction of a Portfolio 

Goal 6: The student will be able to create a portfolio that showcases the written and spoken work of the 
semester.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6-8 6.1. Arrange pieces of written 
work in a purposeful 
manner. (3.2.12.B.12) 

 
6.2. Revise and edit written 

pieces with the help of 
peers. (3.2.12.B.11) 

 
6.3. Construct a visually pleasing 

and professional 
presentation of speeches. 
(3.2.12.B.12) 

 
6.4. Explore ways technology 

can assist one in making a 
stellar portfolio. 
(3.2.12.B.12) 
 

• What is the purpose of having a portfolio? 
(to share and showcase work in an organized manner) 

• How do portfolios function for college and in the 
business world? 
(may make more attractive to potential colleges, 
employers, etc) 

• What kinds of visual presentation styles are most 
appealing in the professional world? 
(PowerPoint, visual handouts, CD-Roms, etc) 

 
 
In constructing a portfolio, students must remember that 

professional and visual appeal are the most effective 
ways to showcase work. 

 
• The instructor will bring in five or six different 

examples of writing/speech portfolios.  Students, 
split into groups of three students, will examine 
and analyze each one for elements of 
organization, style, presentation, etc.  Each group 
will chart its analysis and present it to the class.  
The instructor should guide the discussion 
towards the importance of having a portfolio. 
(Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 
• In pairs, students will have a list of prominent jobs 

that utilize speech-making.  Students must 
discuss each profession and brainstorm 
advantages one would have by having a portfolio. 
(Analysis, Evaluation) 

 
• Students will gather printed copies of their work 

from the entire semester.  Each student will be 
assigned a “revision buddy.”  Students will work 
to revise and finalize copies of all pieces written 
during the school year.  The “revision buddy” will 
enforce the practice of peer editing. (Application, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 
• The instructor will present three different 

examples of technology infused portfolios (eg: 
web-based portfolios, CD-rom based portfolios, 
including footage of a speech).  Students will 
have a comparison graphic organizer that asks 
them to evaluate the effectiveness of each 
portfolio.  Each student will share his/her 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Creativity 
:  

Grade 11-12/Public 
Speaking and Debate 

Topic: Construction of a Portfolio 

Goal 6: The student will be able to create a portfolio that showcases the written and spoken work of the 
semester.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

evaluations with a partner.  The instructor may 
also invite a technology professional in to the 
class to give a presentation on “how to” 
strategies for these elaborate portfolios. 
(Comprehension, Application, Analysis) 

 
• Students, using school and personal resources, 

will work to arrange and create a portfolio.  The 
portfolio must be professional and visually 
appealing.  It must include exemplary pieces 
completed during the semester.  It will be 
assessed using a class-created rubric. 
(Application, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Public Speaking and Debate 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
1. The student will be able to become comfortable in one’s own skin while speaking to peers and instructors. 
2. The student will be able to survey and analyze different speeches with different purposes. 
3. The student will be able to write speeches and perform them for the class. 
4. The student will be able to identify and employ practices for formal debate. 
5. The student will be able to portray the tone and message of another author. 
6. The student will be able to create a portfolio that showcases the written and spoken work of the semester. 
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