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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 
Mission 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
 5



 
INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The Monroe Township School District’s Language Arts/SAT Preparation Curriculum is an integrative, interactive approach to instruction, 
which develops proficiency in vocabulary, reading comprehension, and sentence completion. This language arts literacy curriculum is 
intended to support the learning of all students and promote higher levels of student performance through differentiated instructional 
strategies, which foster critical thinking, problem solving, and creativity. This program links instruction with district, state, and national 
proficiency standards. Students acquire skills and use strategies by exploring language in its many dimensions, which they will carry 
with them as contributing members of society. Through a balanced literacy program, students develop skills to achieve success on the 
verbal section of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, which will enable them to enroll in an institution of higher learning. In this program the 
students will apply critical thinking, word analysis, cross-curricular content, and test taking strategies to create an interdisciplinary 
approach to lite racy, which extends beyond the classroom and allows them to pursue higher education. 
 

 
Educational Goals 

 

The goal of the SAT- Language Arts course is to prepare students to excel in the verbal section of the SAT administered by Educational 
Testing Services.   
 
-Extend students’ vocabulary through critical reading, and sentence completion. 
-Demonstrate fluency and comprehension of a variety of texts. 
-Demonstrate competence In writing persuasively in response to a prompt  
-Demonstrate competence in identifying and correcting errors in grammar and usage  
-Practice effective test taking skills and learn methods to reduce test anxiety. 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
 A note about Language Arts Literacy Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy were  revised in 2004 to included 
the five general standards of reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing and media literacy, along with specific 
strands and cumulative progress indicators for each.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI’s) referenced in this 
curriculum guide refer to these new standards and may be found in the curriculum folder on the district servers.  A 
complete copy of the Core Curriculum Content Standards for Language Arts Literacy may also be found at: 
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s3 al.htm   
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Sat Verbal 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I 
I. Extend vocabulary through reading comprehension and sentence 

completion. 
a. Apply reading vocabulary in different content areas 
b. Use knowledge of root words and prefixes to understand new words. 
c. Use knowledge of word origins and word relationships, as well as 

historical and literary context clues, to determine the meanings of 
specialized vocabulary 

II.    Demonstrate fluency and comprehension of a variety of texts  
a.    Read developmentally appropriate materials, independently, with 

accuracy and speed.  
b.    Read and critically analyze a variety of genres and types of text with 

fluency and comprehension. 
c.    Identify, describe, evaluate, and synthesize the central ideas in 

informational text.  
d.    Distinguish between essential and nonessential information.  
e.    Recognize literary concepts, such as rhetorical device, logical 

fallacy, and jargon, and their effect on meaning.  
f.     Analyze and evaluate the appropriateness of figurative language. 

(e.g. irony, paradox.)  
g.    Interpret how literary devices affect reading emotions and 

understanding. 
h.    Analyze how an author’s use of words creates tone and mood, and 

how choice of words advances the theme or purpose of the work.  
i.    Analyze how works of a given period reflect historical and social 

events and conditions.  
j.    Differentiate between fact and opinion.  
k.   Apply information gained from text to foster an argument, draw 
conclusions,  
      or advance a position.  
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Quarter II 

I.   Demonstrate competence in identifying and correcting errors in grammar  
      and usage. 

a. Recognize and correct errors in subject verb agreement. 
b. Recognize and correct errors in verb tense. 
c. Recognize and correct errors in idiomatic use of  language. 
d. Recognize and correct errors with commonly misused words. 
e. Recognize and correct errors with noun/pronoun agreement. 
f. Recognize and correct errors using adverbs/adjectives.  
g. Recognize and correct errors in sentence construction. 

II. Demonstrate competence In writing persuasively in response to a prompt 
a.    Use the writing process to plan, write, revise/edit a persuasive 
essay, 
b.    Present a clear point of view related to a topic. 
c.    Present reason, examples, evidence to support point of view. 
d.    Demonstrate organization and coherence in writing. 
e.    Demonstrate varied, accurate vocabulary in writing. 
f.     Demonstrate meaningful variety in sentence structure. 
g.    Demonstrate competence in grammar, usage and mechanics.     

 
III.   Practice effective test taking skills and learn methods to reduce test anxiety. 

a.    Apply the problem-solving process specific in a variety of 
situations.  

b.    Identify, assess, and apply personal reading strategies that were 
most effective in previous learning from a variety of texts.  

c.     Explain test strategy in general and the SAT strategy in particular.  
d.     Demonstrate how this strategy can be put to good use.  
e.     Strategize methods to avoid test anxiety.  
f      Explain how to reach into experiences for insights and answers.  
g.     Provide certain organizing principles that will help handle SAT 

questions.  
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Language Arts Outcomes 
 

Reading Benchmarks  Writing Benchmarks 
Form  Form 

Recognize central idea or theme  Communicate message to intended 
audience 

Recognize supporting detail 
  Develop topic / central idea 

Connect with prior knowledge 
  Develop thesis 

Determine author or reader’s 
purpose  Provide supporting details 

Using appropriate reading strategies  Create opening /closing 

Identify and analyze: 
Text type, Literary forms, Elements, 

Devices, Patterns of organization 
 Use variety of lead sentences 

 
Form opinions and conclusions 

 
 Logical progression of ideas 

Self-assess one’s own reading 
strategies and responses to text  Varied sentence structure 

 
Make inferences and predict 

 
 Engage in writing process 

Understand new vocabulary  Self-assess using standard criteria 

Recognize persuasion  Develop conclusions 

Use context clues to enhance 
comprehension  Convey point of view 

Extrapolate information  Elaborate 

Identify and analyze: 
Text type, Literary forms, Elements, 

Devices, Patterns of organization 
 Use models or examples 

Distinguish information as 
relevant/irrelevant/fact/opinion 

 
 

Develop awareness of standard 
usage and an appreciation of 

concise, effective writing 
Interpret literary devices   
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Topic: SAT Vocabulary  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 1: The student will be able to extend vocabulary through critical reading and sentence completion. 
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22 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 1.1  apply reading vocabulary in        
different content areas.        
(3.4.26-32) 

1.2  use knowledge of root words       
to understand new words.        
(3.4.26-32) 

1.3  use knowledge of word origins 
       and word relationships, as well 
       as historical and literary  
       context clues, to determine the 
       meanings of specialized  
       vocabulary. (3.4.26-32) 
 
 

• How can reading vocabulary be applied to different content areas? 
• How can the knowledge of root words help to understand new words? 
• How can the knowledge of work origins and relationships, as well as 

historical and literary clues help determine the meanings of specialized 
vocabulary? 

 

• Have students create 
vocabulary cards. Students 
write down words they 
encounter that they are 
unfamiliar with on the front 
of the card.  On the back, 
students write the meaning 
of the word and any 
information that may be 
helpful.  Students work with 
partners to quiz each other 
using the vocabulary cards. 

• Practice using context skills 
using “Improve Your 
Vocabulary Context Skills” 
(Sheppard), study 
definitions for incorrect 
responses. 

• Complete vocabulary 
puzzles (Vocabulary AOL) 
including interactive, fill-in-
the-blanks, definition 
match, is it true or false, 
synonym/antonym 
encounters, find the words, 
and cross words to expose 
to new vocabulary words. 

• Vocabulary Bingo 
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Topic: SAT Vocabulary  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 1: The student will be able to extend vocabulary through critical reading and sentence completion. 
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22 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 
• Keep a vocabulary journal.  

Students write down 
unfamiliar words they 
encounter that they are 
unfamiliar with.  List can be 
used as a source for 
quizzes, games, or 
activities. 

Resources 
• Amsco’s Preparing for 

the SAT in Critical 
Reading and Writing by 
Henry L. Christ 

• Teacher created 
handouts 

• Internet sites: 
• www.collegeboard.com 
• www.sheppardsoftware

.com/web_games_voc
ab.html 

• www.vocabulary.com/A
OLtopsatwords12.html 

• www.takesat.com 
• www.quia.com/ig/6628

3.html 
• www.superkids.com/aw

eb/tools/words/hangma
n/sat1.shtml 

• http://testprep.sparkn
otes.com/ 
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Topic: Reading Comprehension  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 2: The student will be able to demonstrate fluency and comprehension of a variety of texts. 
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22 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 2,1     read developmentally 
appropriate materials, 
independently, with accuracy 
and speed. (3.4.26-32) 

2.1     read and critically analyze a 
variety of genres and types 
of text with fluency and 
comprehension. (3.4.26-32) 

2.3     identify, describe, evaluate, 
and synthesize the central 
ideas in informational text. 
(3.4.26-32) 

2.4     distinguish between essential 
and nonessential 
information. (3.4.26-32) 

2.5     recognize literary concepts, 
such as rhetorical device, 
logical fallacy, and jargon, 
and their effect on meaning. 
(3.4.26-32) 

2.6     analyze and evaluate the 
appropriateness of figurative 
language. (e.g. irony, 
paradox) (3.4.26-32) 

2.7     interpret how literary devices 
affect reading emotions and 
understanding. (3.4.26-32) 

 
 
 
2.8     analyze how an author’s use 

• How can developmentally appropriate materials be read  independently 
with speed and accuracy? 

• How can texts from a variety of genres and types be read and critically 
analyzed with fluency and comprehension? 

• How can the central ideas in informational text be identified, described, 
evaluated, and synthesized? 

• How does one distinguish between essential and nonessential 
information in texts? 

• How can one identify literary concepts and their effect on meaning? 
• How can figurative language be analyzed and evaluated on its 

appropriateness? 
• How do literary devices affect reading emotions and understanding? 
• How does an author use words to create tone and mood? 
• How does word choice advance the theme or purpose of a work? 
• How do works of a given period reflect historical and social events and 

conditions? 
• How can one differentiate between fact and opinion? 
• How can information gained from a text be helpful to foster an 

argument, draw a conclusion, or advance a position? 

• Administer Diagnostic pre-
test to assess strengths 
and weaknesses. 

• Create a portfolio in which 
assessment materials are 
kept and progress is 
charted throughout the 
semester. 

• work in cooperative groups 
to complete text activities 
and explain strategies for 
responses. 

• Read authentic selections 
from newspapers, 
magazines, essays, 
literature, and biographies 
that cover a range of 
subjects (art, science, 
entertainment, history, 
people, current events) 

• Read articles from a variety 
of print material and make 
up critical reading 
questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
Resources 
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Topic: Reading Comprehension  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 2: The student will be able to demonstrate fluency and comprehension of a variety of texts. 
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g
22 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

of words creates tone and 
mood, and how choice of 
words advances the theme 
or purpose of the work. 
(3.4.26-32) 

2.9     analyze how works of a 
given period reflect historical 
and social events and 
conditions. (3.4.26-32) 

2.10   differentiate between fact 
and opinion. (3.4.26-32) 

2.11 apply information gained      
from text to foster an 
argument, draw conclusions, 
or advance a position. 
(3.4.26-32) 

 

• Amsco’s Preparing for 
the SAT in Critical 
Reading and Writing by 
Henry L. Christ 

• Teacher created 
handouts 

• Internet sites: 
• www.collegeboard.com 
• www.sheppardsoftware

.com/web_games_voc
ab.html 

• www.vocabulary.com/A
OLtopsatwords12.html 

• www.takesat.com 
• www.quia.com/ig/6628

3.html 
• www.superkids.com/aw

eb/tools/words/hangma
n/sat1.shtml 

• http://testprep.sparkn
otes.com 
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Topic: SAT  Grammar and Usage   Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 3: The student will be able to demonstrate  competence in identifying and correcting errors in 
grammar and usage. 
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  2
2 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 3.1    Recognize and correct errors 
in subject verb agreement. 

         (3.3.11) 
3.2    Recognize and correct errors 

in verb tense. (3.3.11) 
3.3    Recognize and correct errors 

in idiomatic use of language. 
(3.3.11) 

3.4    Recognize and correct errors 
with commonly misused 
words. (3.3.11) 

3.5   Recognize and correct errors 
with noun/pronoun 
agreement. (3.3.11) 

3.6   Recognize and correct errors 
using adverbs/adjectives.  

         (3.3.11) 
3.7   Recognize and correct errors 

in sentence construction. 
        (3.3.11) 
 

• How does one recognize and correct errors in grammar, usage and 
sentence structure? 

 

• Review  relevant rules for  
grammar, usage and 
sentence construction for 
common errors on the 
multiple choice section of 
the writing portion of the 
SAT(including subject/verb 
agreement, verb tense, 
noun/pronoun agreement, 
run on 
sentences/fragments, 
misplaced modifiers, and 
commonly misused 
words/idioms).  Practice 
correcting these errors. 

• Work in pairs to to 
complete text activities and 
explain strategies for 
responses. 

• Practice daily editing and 
revising DO NOWs. 

Resources 
• Amsco’s Preparing for 

the SAT in Critical 
Reading and Writing by 
Henry L. Christ 

• Teacher created 
handouts 

• Internet sites: 
• www.collegeboard.com 
• www.takesat.com 
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Topic: SAT  Grammar and Usage   Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 3: The student will be able to demonstrate  competence in identifying and correcting errors in 
grammar and usage. 
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  2
2 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

• http://testprep.sparkn
otes.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 16



 
Topic:  SAT Writing Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 4: The student will be able to write persuasively in response to a prompt. 
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2 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 4.1   Use the writing process to  
plan, write, revise/edit a 
persuasive essay, (3.4.4) 

4.2   Present a clear point of view 
related to a topic. (3.4.4) 

4.3  Present reason, examples, 
evidence to support  point of 
view. (3.4.4) 

4.4  Demonstrate organization and 
coherence in writing. (3.4.4) 

4.5  Demonstrate varied, accurate 
vocabulary in writing. (3.4.4) 

4.6  Demonstrate meaningful 
variety in sentence structure. 

       (3.4.4) 
4.7   Demonstrate competence in 

grammar, usage and 
mechanics. (3.4.4) 

   
 

• How does one write an effective persuasive essay? 
 

• Go over 6-point essay 
scoring guide and sample 
responses to essays.  Elicit 
reasons for essay scores 
from students (See 
http://www.collegeboard.co
m/student/testing/sat/about
/sat/essay_scoring.html). 

• Brainstorm and then write a 
group response to prompt.  
Present responses orally.   

• Assign a timed (20-30 
minutes) persuasive writing 
prompt to be evaluated 
using the six-point scale. 

• Have students peer edit 
each other’s drafts for 
content, organization, and 
grammar. Write final drafts. 

Resources 
• Amsco’s Preparing for 

the SAT in Critical 
Reading and Writing by 
Henry L. Christ 

• Teacher created 
handouts 
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Topic:  Test Taking Skills Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 5: The student will be able to practice effective test taking skills and learn methods to reduce test 
anxiety. 
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 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 5.1     Apply the problem-solving 
process specific in a variety 
of situations. (Cross Content 

           Workplace Readiness 3.1-
15) 

5.2    Identify, assess, and apply 
personal reading strategies 
that were most effective in 
previous learning from a 
variety of texts. (3.4.26-32) 

5.4.    Explain test strategy in 
general and the SAT 
strategy in particular. (Cross 
Content Workplace 
Readiness 3.1-15) 

5.5.    Demonstrate how this  
strategy can be put to good 
use. (Cross Content 
Workplace Readiness 3.1-
15) 

5.6     Strategize methods to avoid 
test anxiety. (Cross Content 

           Workplace Readiness 3.1-
15) 

 
 

• What can I do to help myself feel less anxious about taking the SAT? • Read and discuss Short-
Term and Long-Term 
Preparation for the SAT, 
Getting Ready to Take the 
Test, At the Test, When 
Guessing Helps 

• Complete Diagnostic test 
and facsimile tests, review 
results, identify areas of 
weakness, continue review 
in these areas 

• Keep a portfolio of all 
practice tests and review 
each area (sentence 
completion, reading 
comprehension, error 
identification, sentence 
improvement, paragraph 
improvement, essay) for 
progress, use this 
information to focus study 
on areas of weakness 

• Review “Top 13 tips to help 
you do your best on the 
SAT I”,; apply tips during 
practice questions/tests 
(College Board) 

• Memorize instructions for 
each section of the SAT. I 
(College Board) 

 
• Review “Learn about the 



Topic:  Test Taking Skills Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 10-11/SAT Verbal 

Goal 5: The student will be able to practice effective test taking skills and learn methods to reduce test 
anxiety. 
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 Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

SAT” (Encarta). 
• Read and discuss “Three 

Down and Dirty SAT 
Techniques” (Encarta). 

• Read “A Word About Test 
Anxiety” and discuss 
various ways to relax 
(MIT). 

• Review “Dealing with Test 
Anxiety” (St. Thomas). 

• Discuss strategies students 
use to relax. 

Resources 
• Amsco’s Preparing for 

the SAT in Critical 
Reading and Writing by 
Henry L. Christ 

• Teacher created 
handouts 

• Internet sites: 
• www.collegeboard.com 
• http://web.mit.edu/arc/l

earning/modules/test 
• http://encarta.msn.com/

college/collegeTestPre
p.asp 

www.iss.stthomas.edu/studygui
des/tstprp8.htm
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