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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
 The United States History program is designed to insure students of varying abilities an opportunity to master the content and skills 
of this discipline.  We must convey the vast range of events and achievements that make up contemporary life to our students.  Their 
ability to access the events and achievements of the past directly affects their ability to participate and function effectively in society. 
The course is structured in such a manner as to provide the student with a variety of activities that will enable him/her to understand 
and appreciate the history of the American people as a part of the overall human experience.  It is important that students use this 
understanding and appreciation to further their personal goals and, through active citizenship, become effective, active members of our 
global society. 
 
 

Educational Goals 
 

 The Recent American History course provides a chronological survey of the major themes in American history beginning with the 
examination of the Watergate Scandal through the present. Topics and themes will focus on the documents, events and avhievements 
that have shaped our history and how this legacy influences our society today. The course will focus on such issues as the function, 
structure, and operation of the levels of government in the United States; the development of multicultural society; the role of the family, 
religion, and other social and economic institutions in the development of our society; the impact of technology on our society; and, the 
positive impact of reforms which have improved the quality of life in the United States. 
 
 
 This program will also include global issues and current events in order to provide the opportunity for students to analyze the 
relationship between the past and the present, and aid students in the acquisition of a geographical understanding of the world in 
spatial terms.  In this analysis students will study the influence of the news media in the development of history and the impact of this 
media on the American lifestyle. 
 
 
 This course is designed to insure students of varying abilities an opportunity to master content and skills of this discipline. It offers a 
variety of teaching and learning strategies designed to enhance reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.  It is designed to give the 
student a panorama of recent American history and is structured in such a manner as to provide the student with a variety of activities 
that will enable him/her to understand and appreciate the history of the American people as a part of the overall human experience. 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies were revised in 2004.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards for grades 9-12 and may be found in the Curriculum folder on 
the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm 
 
The Amistad Bill (A1301), calls on “New Jersey schools to incorporate African-American history into their social studies curriculum.” 
Passed by the New Jersey legislature in 2002, “The Amistad Bill” created the Amistad Commission, a 22- member body charged with 
ensuring that the rich heritage and lessons of black America are fully represented and taught throughout the state’s classrooms.   
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/ 
 
The Assistant Deputy Secretary for Innovation and Improvement, Department of Education, announces that, pursuant to legislation 
passed by Congress, educational institutions receiving Federal funding are required to hold an educational program pertaining to the 
United States Constitution on September 17 of each year. 
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm�
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/�
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf�
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Recent  American History 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I 
Big Ideas: Liberalism, Conservatism, Democracy, Leadership 
and Corruption 
I. 
 
1.1.  

Political History 

• Summarize the details of the Watergate burglary and describe how the 
scandal was uncovered; 

Watergate Scandal 

• Research current instances were politicians have lied to their 
constituents and discuss how their careers were affected; 

• Analyze how the Watergate Scandal affected American political culture 
by producing a grand disillusionment with the Imperial Presidency; 

• Evaluate Ford’s pardon of Nixon. 
1.2.  

• Analyze the significance of Jimmy Carter’s election of 1976. 
The Carter Years 

1.3.  
• Examine the reasons behind Reagan’s landside victory over Carter in 

the Election of 1980; 

The Conservative Resurgence 

• List where Reagan’s support came from in the 1984 election; 
• Describe the events leading up to and the political fallout of the Iran-

Contra scandal. 
• Describe how “attack ads” influenced the election of 1988; 
• Discuss Bush’s political platform during the 1988 Presidential Election; 
• Compare the conservative waves which led the Republican presidential 

candidates to victory in 1988 and 2000; 
• Describe the failures of Bush I’s domestic policies. 

1.4.  
• Summarize the issues of the 1992 presidential campaign, including 

Clinton’s “centering” of the Democratic Party; 

Democrats become Moderates 

• Identify H. Ross Perot; 
• Explain what happened in 1994 that changed the balance of power in 

Washington; 
• Describe the political events surrounding Clinton’s impeachment trial 

and its outcome. 
 

Big Ideas:  Healthcare, Immigration, Disease and Crime 
II. 
 

Domestic Issues 

2.1. 
• Discuss the manner in which the hippie counterculture’s tenets of 

peace and harmony gave way to violence and disillusionment; 

Social Issues 

• Identify the Moral Majority; 
• Examine national concerns about education, drug use and urban 

problems in the 1980s; 
• Discuss the causes and effects of the 1992 Los Angeles riots; 
• Identify Rodney King; 
• Explore today’s race relations; 
• Analyze the effectiveness of the “Just say no!” to drugs campaign; 
• Identify A Nation at Risk; 
• Identify the causes of urban flight; 
• Describe changing migration patterns and immigration policies; 
• Discuss the events and effects of the Columbine High School and 

Virginia Tech shootings; 
• Evaluate the need for gun control; 
• Analyze the Oklahoma City Bombing of 1995, including the motives of 

the bombers and the nation’s emotional response to the tragedy; 
• Identify Bush I’s education reforms under the “No Child Left Behind” 

Act; 
• Define gentrification; 
• Compare and contrast city and suburb life using issues such as taxes, 

education, culture, crime and business; 
• Discuss the causes and effects of poverty in the United States; 
• Discuss the causes and effects of the siege of David Koresh’s Branch 

Davidians at Waco, Texas.    
2.2. 

• Trace the events surrounding the 1980s AIDS epidemic; 
Health Issues 

• Explore the manner in which AIDS has changed politics, relationships, 
healthcare, prejudices and communities; 
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1.5.  
• Analyze the events of the 2000 election and the Supreme Court’s role; 
Conservative Revival 

• Discuss Bush’s reelection to office as a result of the 2004 election. 
1.6.  

• Analyze the 2008 presidential primaries and general election; 
The 2008 Election 

• Discuss how racial and sex barriers were challenged during the 2008 
presidential race. 

 
 
 

• Define universal healthcare; 
• Identify Hillary Rodham Clinton and discuss her 1993 health care 

reform plan; 
• Analyze the impact of aging and obesecity on America; 
• Research latest developments of the avian flu strand. 

Big Ideas:  Freedom and Civil Rights 
III. 
 

Legal Developments  

3.1. 
• Describe some of the early gains and losses of the women’s 

movement, including the Equal Rights Amendment and Roe v. Wade; 

Women’s Rights 

• Define feminism; 
• Analyze the defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment state by state;  
• Summarize the political, economic, and social gains achieved by 

women during the 1980s. 
3.2. 

• Analyze the Supreme Court’s decision in Regents of the University of 
California v. Bakke; 

Affirmative Action 

• Define entitlement programs, affirmative action and reverse 
discrimination; 

• Identify Jesse Jackson and L. Douglas Wilder; 
• Research the Supreme Court’s decision in Richmond v. J.A. Croson 

Co.  
3.3. 

• Identify the 26
Law and Politics 

th

• Debate both sides of the 1970s busing controversy; 
 Amendment; 

• Examine Carter’s civil rights record; 
• Identify the New Right; 
• Examine how the Reagan and Bush appointees changed the direction 

of the Supreme Court; 
• Analyze the motivation of the New Right to attack abortion rights, court-

ordered busing, and the Equal Rights Amendment; 
• Compare the political gains and losses experienced by various groups 

during the Reagan and Bush administrations, including Latinos, Asian-

Big Ideas:  Inflation, Prosperity and Downturn 
IV. 
 

Economics 

4.1. 
• Describe the economic inequality between men and women; 
National Economy of the 1970s 

• Define stagflation and examine its causes and effects upon the 
American economy during the early 1970s; 

• Identify OPEC;  
• Analyze the failure of Ford’s WIN plan for tackling stagflation; 
• Discuss the role the economy played in the presidential elections of 

1972, 1976, 1980; 
• Examine the changing U.S. economy during 1970s, including the 

growth of foreign competition and the decline of American 
manufacturing and agricultural jobs. 

4.2. 
• Define supply-side economics and the “trickle-down” theory; 
National Economy of the 1980s 

• Describe the three parts of “Reaganomics”; 
• Evaluate the actions Reagan took to cut back on government 

regulation; 
• Define Ecotopia, Sunbelt and Rustbelt. 

4.3. 
• Discuss how the nation’s poor economic condition affected the 

Presidential of Election of 1992; 

National Economy of the 1990s 

• Explain how President Clinton balanced the budget; 
• Describe how President Clinton reformed the welfare system; 
• Define the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and identify 

the controversy. 
4.4. 

• Explain increased competition for domestic and international markets; 
Current Economic Issues 

• Discuss the fallout of the Enron and WorldCom corporate scandals; 
• Identify the causes of the country’s mid-2000s mortgage crisis; 
• Analyze the growth of the service sector; 
• Define downsize; 
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Americans, gay men and lesbians, Native Americans, Asian-
Americans, and African- Americans; 

• Discuss the U.S. policy and legal issues surrounding indefinitely holding 
suspected terrorists at the Guantanamo Bay military base; 

• Discuss recent legal and social developments with the 1st

• Identify Bill Gates, NASDAQ, and the dotcom industry; 

 Amendment. 

• Identify GATT and WTO; 
• Analyze how a weak dollar and the rising energy prices have negatively 

affected the economy; 
• Explain the latest trends in the “green” industry; 
• Discuss the nation’s push toward telecommuting; 
• Analyze the growing concerns with the Social Security program. 

 
 

Quarter II 
Big Ideas:  Diplomacy, Communism and Terrorism 
V. 
 

Foreign Relations, Armed Conflict and Terrorism 

5.1. 
• Analyze the negotiation and end results of the Camp David Accords; 
Triumph and Crisis in the 1970s Middle East 

• Explain how Israel’s location contributes to it’s conflicts; 
• Describe the Iran hostage crisis;  
• Identify Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

5.2. 
• Define the “Strategic Defense Initiative”; 
The End of the Cold War 

• Identify Mikhail Gorbachev; 
• Define glasnost and perestroika; 
• Trace the arms-control meetings which led up to the INF Treaty; 
• Describe the decline of the Soviet Union and the resulting collapse of 

the communist regimes; 
• Describe the demonstrations in China’s Tiananmen Square. 

5.3. 
• Summarize the U.S. actions taken to influence affairs in Nicaragua, 

Panama and Grenada; 

Increase Involvement Abroad 

• Analyze U.S. involvement in the Persian Gulf War (Operation Desert 
Storm); 

• Study the map of the Middle East and discuss Kuwait’s strategic 
importance; 

• Examine the World Trade Center bombing of 1993; 
• Describe the U.S. intervention in Kosovo. 

5.4. 
• Examine the terrorism attacks on September 11, 2001; 
The War Against Terrorism 

• List the measures President Bush took to combat terrorism, including 
the invasion of Afghanistan; 

• Identify Osama bin Laden; 
• Explore the causes of and latest developments in the war in Iraq; 

Big Ideas:  Invention and Standard of Living 
VI. 
 

Science and Technological Developments 

6.1. 
• Discuss how the invention of the microchip helped to revive the 

economy and increase the standard of living; 

Technology and the Economy 

• Examine how the Internet changed business, education, and 
communication in America; 

• Define the information superhighway; 
• Discuss the evolution of the cellular telephone; 
• Document the growth of the telecommunications industry in the 1990s; 
• Examine the uses of virtual reality technology. 

6.2. 
• Analyze how the explosions of the space shuttles Challenger and 

Columbia affected the space program; 

Technology and Politics 

• Define genetic engineering; 
• Define visual imaging and artificial intelligence; 
• Document the breakthroughs in robotics technology; 
• Analyze the breakthroughs in biotechnology, including the Human 

Genome Project and genetic engineering; 
• Debate the cloning and stem cell issues. 
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• Discuss the country’s current relationships with Iran, Syria, and North 
Korea; 

• Analyze the nation’s current relationships with China, India, Russia 
and Latin America; 

• Discuss possible ways the United States can successfully secure, 
stabilize and rebuild Iraq.  

 
 
Big Ideas:  Conservation, Ecology and Pollution  
VII. 
 

Environmental Issues 

7.1. 
• Identify the key environmental issues of the 1970s; 
Politics and the Environment 

• Evaluate the environmentalist measures taken by the Nixon presidency; 
• Explain how Carter dealt with the energy crisis of the late 1970s; 
• Debate the potential benefits and costs of off-shore oil drilling and in the 

Alaskan wilderness; 
• Trace the origins of Earth Day; 
• Identify the Green Party; 
• Examine Reagan’s policies which affected the environment; 
• Discuss environmental terrorism; 
• Describe both the immediate and long term effects that Hurricane 

Katrina had on New Orleans and the surrounding Gulf area. 
7.2. 

• Research the environmental crisis of global warming and devise 
solutions to slow down the process; 

Energy and the Environment 

• Analyze the Three Mile Island accident; 
• Debate the benefits and risks or nuclear energy; 
• Discuss how environmental concerns can at times be at odds with and 

at other times share the goals of economical development; 
• Document the push away from fossil fuels towards renewable sources 

of energy such as solar and wind energies; 
• Define carbon footprint and carbon trading. 

Big Ideas:  Fad and Pop Culture 
VIII.  
 

Popular Culture 

8.1. 
• Analyze the effects of the 1960’s counterculture upon attitudes and 

culture of the 1970s; 

1970s: Disco and Archie Bunker 

• Examine how the television medium was revolutionized by realism 
during the early 1970s; 

• Discuss the new genres of music which emerged in the 1970s, 
including disco, punk rock, progressive rock; 

• Identify the toy fads of the 1970s, including the rubiks cube and the 
skateboard; 

• Discuss 1970s fads, including Sea Monkeys, smiley face, pet rocks, 
mood rings, streaking, bell bottoms and leisure suits; 

• Discuss the manner in which movies of the 1970s influenced popular 
culture. 

8.2. 
• Identify the toy fads of the 1980s, including Cabbage Patch Kids, 

Nintendo, Trivial Pursuit; 

1980s: Cabbage Patch Kids and the Me Generation  

• Discuss the manner in which movies of the 1980s influenced popular 
culture; 

• Discuss the manner in which cable television affected television 
dramas, music, news reporting and sports; 

• Research the effects MTV has had upon the music industry, popular 
culture, and politics; 

• Discuss the new genres of music which emerged in the 1980s, 
including rap/hip hop and new wave; 

• Discuss 1980s fads, including big hair, MTV, the preppie look, smurfs, 
tanning salons and leg warmers. 

8.3. 
• Identify the toy fads of the 1990s, including Roller Blades, Tickle Me 
1990s: Grunge Rock and Seinfeld 
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Elmo and Beanie Babies; 
• Discuss the manner in which movies of the 1990s influenced popular 

culture; 
• Describe the effects of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 upon the 

radio and television industries; 
• Discuss the new genres of music which emerged in the 1990s, 

including techno, grunge rock, boy band and gangster rap; 
• Discuss 1990s fads, including Beavis and Butthead, Napster and body 

piercing. 
8.4. 

• Evaluate how social obsessions with celebrity status have influenced 
America in the new millenium; 

2000s: Reality TV and MySpace 

• Describe the affect of reality shows upon the television medium; 
• Discuss how internet websites, including facebook and myspace,  have 

impacted popular culture and the operation of our daily lives; 
• Analyze the effects of video games upon the nation’s youth. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Liberalism, Conservatism, Democracy, Leadership and Corruption 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic: Political History 

Goal 1

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the political history of the United States from the 
Watergate scandal to the present-day state of national politics. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

8 
Blocks 

1.1. Watergate Scandal- 

• Summarize the details of the 
Watergate burglary and describe how 
the scandal was uncovered; 

(6.1; 6.2.A.1, 3, 5, 7; 
6.2.C.1-2; 6.2.D.1-5; 6.4.L.1) 

• Research current instances were 
politicians have lied to their 
constituents and discuss how their 
careers were affected; 

• Analyze how the Watergate Scandal 
affected American political culture by 
producing a grand disillusionment 
with the Imperial Presidency; 

• Evaluate Ford’s pardon of Nixon. 
 
1.2. The Carter Years-

• Analyze the significance of Jimmy 
Carter’s election of 1976. 

(6.1; 6.2.D.1-5; 
6.4.L.1) 

 
1.3. The Conservative Resurgence-

• Examine the reasons behind 
Reagan’s landside victory over Carter 
in the Election of 1980; 

(6.1; 
6.2.A,3, 5, 7; 6.2.C.5-6; 6.2.D.1-5; 
6.4.L.1; 6.6.D.5) 

• List where Reagan’s support came 
from in the 1984 election; 

• Describe the events leading up to and 
the political fallout of the Iran-Contra 
scandal; 

• Describe how “attack ads” influenced 
the election of 1988; 

Understanding: 
After the Watergate scandal, the country’s 
dominant political view fluctuated between 
conservatism and liberalism.  Specifically, the 
policies and political philosophies of the Carter 
and Clinton administrations stand in stark 
contrast to those of the Reagan, Bush I and 
Bush II presidencies.  The 2008 election will be 
the next episode in our nation’s political drama.  
Moreover, beginning with Watergate and 
continuing with Iran Contra and Clinton’s 
impeachment, instances of political corruption 
and scandal have raised questions of public 
trust that affect how the public and media 
skeptically view politicians.   
 
Essential Questions
• What is the difference between the 

conservative view of government and the 
liberal view? 

: 

• What are the conservatives’ attitudes 
toward existing government programs that 
were established during more liberal 
presidencies? 

• What are the most important issues that 
affect the nation today? 

• What are qualities of a good leader? 
• How has American democracy evolved in 

the last 35 years? 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 

- Part I: Research current political races: 
Assessment Model: 

o President, Senate, House, 
Governor 

- Create poster of 4 candidates for the 
upcoming election. 

- Poster Must Include: 
o Previous Occupation/s 
o Political Experience 
o Party Affiliation 
o Voting Record 
o Religion 
o Campaign Platform (on such issues 

as the environment, education, 
taxes, foreign relations, healthcare, 
gay marriage, abortion, etc.) 

o Other Essential Information 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Liberalism, Conservatism, Democracy, Leadership and Corruption 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic: Political History 

Goal 1

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the political history of the United States from the 
Watergate scandal to the present-day state of national politics. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Discuss Bush’s political platform 
during the 1988 Presidential Election; 

• Compare the conservative waves 
which led the Republican presidential 
candidates to victory in 1988 and 
2000; 

• Describe the failures of Bush I’s 
domestic policies. 

 
1.4. Democrats become Moderates-

• Summarize the issues of the 1992 
presidential campaign, including 
Clinton’s “centering” of the 
Democratic Party; 

(6.1; 
6.2.A,1-7; 6.2.C.1, 5-6; 6.2.D.1-5; 
6.4.L.1) 

• Identify H. Ross Perot; 
• Explain what happened in 1994 that 

changed the balance of power in 
Washington; 

• Describe the political events 
surrounding Clinton’s impeachment 
trial and its outcome. 

 
1.5. Conservative Revival-

• Analyze the events of the 2000 
election and the Supreme Court’s 
role; 

(6.1; 6.2.C.1-2, 5-
6; 6.2.D.1, 5; 6.4.L.1) 

• Discuss Bush’s reelection to office as 
a result of the 2004 election. 

 
1.6. The 2008 Election-

• In what ways can a president misuse 
power? 

 (6.1; 6.2.C.1-2, 5-6; 
6.2.D.1, 5; 6.4.L.1) 

• How can a president lose or restore a 
nation’s trust? 

- Part II: Select 1 candidate and create a 
campaign commercial (depending upon 
technology availability, either video-
television or audio-radio) in favor of that 
candidate. 

- Record the commercial. 
- Class to view/listen to the commercials and 

discuss nature of political advertisements 
- A scoring rubric will be used 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapters 32, 
33, 34 

Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapters 32, 33, 34 

- Classzone.com  
- Political Cartoons: Watergate, Reagan 

o http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/he
rblock/crook.html 

o The Cartoon History of the United 
States, pp.341-42, 358-60 

- Video: United Streaming, “Watergate,” (52 
min) 

- Video: United Streaming, “Nixon’s 
Resignation Speech,” August 8, 1974 

- Website: Watergate 
o http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp

-
srv/national/longterm/watergate/fro

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/crook.html�
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/crook.html�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/front.htm�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/front.htm�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/front.htm�


 17 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
bl

oc
ks

 o
f 

In
st

ru
ct

io
n 

Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Liberalism, Conservatism, Democracy, Leadership and Corruption 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic: Political History 

Goal 1

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the political history of the United States from the 
Watergate scandal to the present-day state of national politics. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Analyze the 2008 presidential 
primaries and general election; 

• Discuss how racial and sex barriers 
were challenged during the 2008 
presidential race. 

nt.htm
- Website: United States v. Nixon (1974): 

Background and Activities 

 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/nixo
n/home.html 

- Video: All the President’s Men (1976) 
- Article:  Social Education

- Article: 

 (“Media 
Construction of Presidential Campaigns”  
Article and lesson ideas)  Nov/Dec 2007 

TIME

- Article: 

, Jul. 7, 2008 (“The Real 
Meaning of Patriotism: Conservatives and 
Liberals”) 

TIME

- Article:  

,  Oct. 30, 2006 (Special 
Report, “America at 300 Million: Where we 
live?  How we vote?  How much we earn?  
What we believe?”) 

Social Education

- Article:  What Ifs? Of American History 
(“What if Watergate were still just an 
upscale address?”) 

 (“The Great 
Communicator Files”  Article and lesson 
ideas on Ronald Reagan’s presidency)  
Nov/Dec 2007 

- Audio: Ronald Reagan’s Inaugural Address 
o http://school.discovery.com/lessonp

lans/activities/presidentialspeeches
/reagan.html 

- Primary Document: Newt Gingrich’s “ A 
Contract with America,” 1994 

o http://www.nationalcenter.org/Contr
actwithAmerica.html 

http://www.landmarkcases.org/nixon/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/nixon/home.html�
http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/activities/presidentialspeeches/reagan.html�
http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/activities/presidentialspeeches/reagan.html�
http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/activities/presidentialspeeches/reagan.html�
http://www.nationalcenter.org/ContractwithAmerica.html�
http://www.nationalcenter.org/ContractwithAmerica.html�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Liberalism, Conservatism, Democracy, Leadership and Corruption 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic: Political History 

Goal 1

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the political history of the United States from the 
Watergate scandal to the present-day state of national politics. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- Website: The Impeachment Trial 
o http://www.pbs.org/newshour/impe

achment/index.html 
- Map: Election of 2000 
- Website:  Bush v. Gore                       

http://www.supremecourtus.gov/florida.html  
- Website:   Presidential Campaign 

Commercials, 1954 through 2004    
                   http://livingroomcandidate.org/  

 

- Create a timeline from the Watergate 
break-in to President Nixon’s resignation . 
Decide when Nixon lost the trust of the 
American public. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Research the present activities and 
whereabouts of all the participants in the 
Watergate story and make a chart entitled 
“Where Are They Now?” Explain how the 
Watergate scandal affected their careers. 

- Students will imagine that they are a 
member of a Congressional committee that 
must investigate the Watergate incident and 
determine if impeachment proceedings 
should be initiated against President Nixon.  

- Conduct a poll on trust in government. Tally 
the results, and report back to the class. 

o Example Question: 
o Is there any politician that you 
      trust today? Who? 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/impeachment/index.html�
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/impeachment/index.html�
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/florida.html�
http://livingroomcandidate.org/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Liberalism, Conservatism, Democracy, Leadership and Corruption 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic: Political History 

Goal 1

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the political history of the United States from the 
Watergate scandal to the present-day state of national politics. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- View presidential campaign commercials 
and write an essay that analyzes the 
political messages stated therein. 

- Read Maya Angelou’s poem “On the Pulse 
of Morning” written for President Clinton’s 
1993 inauguration and discuss the theme of 
diversity. 

- As a member of Congress, write a letter in 
which you attempt to persuade other 
lawmakers to vote either for or against the 
impeachment of President Clinton. 

- Analyze Newt Gingrich’s “ A Contract with 
America,” 1994, and consider how it might 
have appealed to voters. 

- Take on the role of a Supreme Court 
justice. Write a statement explaining how 
you voted in Bush v. Gore. 

Write an essay answering the following questions:  
1) Is the presidential election system broken?  2) 
Has the selection of a president become like 
“American Idol” or “Survivor”?  3) Is the “best” 
candidate necessarily the best president? 



 20 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
bl

oc
ks

 o
f 

In
st

ru
ct

io
n 

Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Liberalism, Conservatism, Democracy, Leadership and Corruption 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic: Political History 

Goal 1

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the political history of the United States from the 
Watergate scandal to the present-day state of national politics. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Healthcare, Immigration, Disease and Crime   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Domestic Issues 

Goal 2

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the various social and health issues which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6 
Blocks 

2.1. Social Issues-

• Discuss the manner in which the hippie 
counterculture’s tenets of peace and 
harmony gave way to violence and 
disillusionment; 

(6.1; 6.2.B.2-6; 6.2.D; 
6.2.E.4-14; 6.4.L.1, 6-7; 6.6.A.5; 6.6.B; 
6.6.D) 

• Identify the Moral Majority; 
• Examine national concerns about 

education, drug use and urban 
problems in the 1980s; 

• Discuss the causes and effects of the 
1992 Los Angeles riots; 

• Identify Rodney King; 
• Explore today’s race relations; 
• Analyze the effectiveness of the “Just 

say no!” to drugs campaign; 
• Identify A Nation at Risk; 
• Identify the causes of urban flight; 
• Describe changing migration patterns 

and immigration policies; 
• Discuss the events and effects of the 

Columbine High School and Virginia 
Tech shootings; 

• Evaluate the need for gun control; 
• Analyze the Oklahoma City Bombing of 

1995, including the motives of the 
bombers and the nation’s emotional 
response to the tragedy; 

• Identify Bush I’s education reforms 
under the “No Child Left Behind” Act; 

• Define gentrification; 

Understanding:   
Issues involving the social well-being and 
health of Americans have always been and 
will continue to be a primary national 
concern.  Citizens place great emphasis 
upon domestic issues such as healthcare, 
education, crime prevention, poverty and 
substance abuse because they directly affect 
the everyday lives of all Americans.  Thus, 
these are the issues which often become the 
centerpieces for the platforms of politicians 
who advocate change. 
 
Essential Questions
• What are the most important issues to 

you as citizens of Monroe/Jamesburg 
Township? 

: 

• How should a government care for its 
citizens? 

• Should students be bused to other towns 
to promote racial integration? 

• What, if any, restrictions should be 
placed upon immigration to this country? 

• Is society becoming more violent?  Why 
or why not? 

• Should a capitalist nation attempt to 
eradicate poverty?  If so, how should it 
be accomplished? 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 

- Part I: In groups of four, the students will 
hold either a rally for one of these domestic 
issues: Immigration Restrictions (“pro” or 
“anti”), Gun Control (“pro” or “anti”), 
National Health Issues (AIDS, obesity, 
and/or aging), School Bullying/Violence, 
and Substance Abuse.  

Assessment Model: 

- Groups will make their top three choices of 
issues for the assignment and the teacher 
will use the groups’ choices to assign 
issues (differentiated instruction). 

- Each group must convey the key issues, 
goals, people, and slogans of the 
movement and try to recruit new members 
to support their cause. 

 
 



 22 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Healthcare, Immigration, Disease and Crime   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Domestic Issues 

Goal 2

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the various social and health issues which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Compare and contrast city and suburb 
life using issues such as taxes, 
education, culture, crime and business; 

• Discuss the causes and effects of 
poverty in the United States; 

• Discuss the causes and effects of the 
siege of David Koresh’s Branch 
Davidians at Waco, Texas. 

      
2.2. Health Issues-

• Trace the events surrounding the 1980s 
AIDS epidemic; 

(6.1; 6.2.B.2; 6.2.D; 6.2.E.4-
14; 6.4.L.1, 6-7; 6.6.D) 

• Explore the manner in which AIDS has 
changed politics, relationships, 
healthcare, prejudices and 
communities; 

• Define universal healthcare; 
• Identify Hillary Rodham Clinton and 

discuss her 1993 health care reform 
plan; 

• Analyze the impact of aging and 
obesecity on America; 

• Research latest developments of the 
avian flu strand. 

 

- The meeting must contain the following 
components: Poster, Speech, Pamphlet, 
Song, and Promotional Material. 

- Part II: Students will create an information 
sheet and a student authored quiz (teacher 
approved) on their movement. 

- The quizzes will be administered to the 
class.  

- A scoring rubric should be used. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapters 32, 
33, 34 

Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapters 32, 33, 34 

- Classzone.com 
- Primary Document: “4 U.S. Agents killed 

in Texas Shootout with Cult”, 1993 
o http://www.nytimes.com/learning/ge

neral/onthisday/big/0228.html#articl
e 

- Primary Document: Oklahoma City 
Bombing, 1995 

o http://www.nytimes.com/learning/ge
neral/onthisday/big/0419.html#articl
e 

- Primary Document: Columbine School 
Shootings, April 20, 1999 

o http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpag

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0228.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0228.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0228.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0419.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0419.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0419.html#article�
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=940CE7DC143AF932A15757C0A96F958260&scp=6&sq=April+21%2C+1999&st=nyt�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Healthcare, Immigration, Disease and Crime   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Domestic Issues 

Goal 2

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the various social and health issues which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

e.html?res=940CE7DC143AF932A
15757C0A96F958260&scp=6&sq=
April+21%2C+1999&st=nyt

 
  

- Primary Document: Virginia Tech 
Shootings, April 16, 2007 

o http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpag
e.html?res=9F01E1D7113FF934A2
5757C0A9619C8B63&scp=2&sq=A
pril+17%2C+2007&st=nyt 

- Video:  Crash, 2004 
- Video:  Sicko, 2007 
- Court Case:  District of Columbia v. Heller 

(http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/0
7pdf/07-290.pdf) – 2nd

- Websites: Gun Rights vs. Gun Laws 
 Amendment  

o www.nraila.org  
o www.bradycenter.org 
o www.csgv.org    

- Report:  A Nation at Risk, 1983 
- Video:  And the Band Played On, 1993 
- Article:  TIME

- Article:  

 (Special Health Issue on 
Childhood Obesity) June 23, 2008 

Social Education

- Article:  

 (“Out of Range: 
An Interview with Mark Tushnet on the 
Second Amendment”)  Background and 
lesson ideas on the Second Amendment, 
Sept 2007 

mental floss Jan-Feb 2008, “No 
Politics Allowed:  An Unbiased Guide to 
Healthcare” 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9F01E1D7113FF934A25757C0A9619C8B63&scp=2&sq=April+17%2C+2007&st=nyt�
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9F01E1D7113FF934A25757C0A9619C8B63&scp=2&sq=April+17%2C+2007&st=nyt�
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9F01E1D7113FF934A25757C0A9619C8B63&scp=2&sq=April+17%2C+2007&st=nyt�
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9F01E1D7113FF934A25757C0A9619C8B63&scp=2&sq=April+17%2C+2007&st=nyt�
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/07pdf/07-290.pdf�
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/07pdf/07-290.pdf�
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/07pdf/07-290.pdf�
http://www.nraila.org/�
http://www.bradycenter.org/�
http://www.csgv.org/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Healthcare, Immigration, Disease and Crime   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Domestic Issues 

Goal 2

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the various social and health issues which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- Article:  TIME

- Article:  

  “The Great Wall of America: 
A New Line in the Sand” (Immigration 
Restrictions) June 30, 2008 

TIME

- Article:  

, June 18, 2007 
(“Immigration: Why Amnesty Makes 
Sense”) 

TIME

- Article:  

, April 10, 2006 (“Who Gets 
to be an American?  Inside the Immigration 
Debate that is Dividing the Nation”) 

TIME

 

, April 30, 2007 (“Special 
Report: Virginia Tech”) 

- Make up a public service advertising 
campaign to inform people about how AIDS 
is spread or make a memorial service or 
poster about famous people who have died 
from AIDS. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- You are a newspaper reporter on the scene 
during the Los Angeles riots.  Write an 
article about the causes, events, and 
effects of the riots. 

- Create a photo essay using images and 
sentence captions to tell the story of the 
events regarding the siege of David 
Koresh’s Branch Davidians at Waco, 
Texas. 

- Create a time line illustrating the nation’s 
war on drugs. 

- Hold a class debate on the pros and cons 
of universal healthcare 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Healthcare, Immigration, Disease and Crime   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Domestic Issues 

Goal 2

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the various social and health issues which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- You are a high-ranking advisor to a 
candidate running for president, and you 
have been assigned to create the 
candidate’s domestic platform.  Write a 
speech which outlines the issues you feel 
important enough to include and the 
reasons why each was included. 

- Create graphic organizers which illustrate 
how the nation is “aging” and how it is 
becoming “more obese.” 

- Conduct a roundtable discussion on the 
causes and effects of the Columbine High 
School and Virginia Tech shootings. 

- Write an editorial to a newspaper. Students 
will explain why they are for or against 
increased immigration restrictions. 

- Jigsaw New York Times headline stories 
illustrating violence in today’s society 
(Waco Siege, Oklahoma City Bombing, 
Columbine School Shootings and Virginia 
Tech Shootings).  

           (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Freedom and Civil Rights   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Legal Developments 

Goal 3

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the major developments in American jurisprudence from 
the 1970s to today, including women’s rights, affirmative action, and law in politics.    
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 
Blocks 

3.1. Women’s Rights-

• Describe some of the early gains 
and losses of the women’s 
movement, including the Equal 
Rights Amendment and Roe v. 
Wade; 

(6.1; 6.2.B.2-6; 
6.2.D; 6.2.E.6, 10, 13; 6.4.K.6; 
6.4.L.1, 4, 7) 

• Define feminism; 
• Analyze the defeat of the Equal 

Rights Amendment state by state;  
• Summarize the political, 

economic, and social gains 
achieved by women during the 
1980s. 

3.2. Affirmative Action-

• Analyze the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Regents of the 
University of California v. Bakke; 

(6.1; 6.2.B.2-6; 
6.2.D; 6.2.E.13; 6.4.K.6; 6.4.L.1, 4, 
7) 

• Define entitlement programs, 
affirmative action and reverse 
discrimination; 

• Identify Jesse Jackson and L. 
Douglas Wilder; 

• Research the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Richmond v. J.A. 
Croson Co.  

3.3. Law and Politics-(6.1; 6.2.B.2-6; 

Understanding:   
The freedoms and rights granted and guaranteed 
to Americans under the law have come a long way 
since the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 
1960s.  From the country’s inception, law has 
affected policy and policy has shaped law.  Indeed, 
in the last 35 years, the country’s jurisprudence 
has evolved according to the politics of the day.  
Such issues as women’s rights and affirmative 
action will be explored. 
 
Essential Questions
• How does the law affect your everyday life? 

: 

• Should politics help to mold the law? 
• How should morals help to shape law? 
• When if ever should minorities receive 

preferential treatment under the law? 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 

- Part I: In groups of three or four, the 
students will role play admissions officers at 
a university. 

Assessment Model: 

- Groups must use the following three 
questions to draft the university’s 
admissions policy: 

1. What qualities should the university look for 
in applicants? 

2. Should race be considered a key factor in 
your admissions policy?  Explain. 

3. Make three recommendations regarding 
inclusion or exclusion of an affirmative 
action policy at your university. If you 
include an affirmative action policy, how will 
your policy be implemented? 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Freedom and Civil Rights   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Legal Developments 

Goal 3

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the major developments in American jurisprudence from 
the 1970s to today, including women’s rights, affirmative action, and law in politics.    
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6.2.C; 6.2.D; 6.2.E.13; 6.4.K.6; 
6.4.L.1, 4, 7) 
• Identify the 26th

• Debate both sides of the 1970s 
busing controversy; 

 Amendment; 

• Examine Carter’s civil rights 
record; 

• Identify the New Right; 
• Examine how the Reagan and 

Bush appointees changed the 
direction of the Supreme Court; 

• Analyze the motivation of the New 
Right to attack abortion rights, 
court-ordered busing, and the 
Equal Rights Amendment; 

• Compare the political gains and 
losses experienced by various 
groups during the Reagan and 
Bush administrations, including 
Latinos, Asian-Americans, gay 
men and lesbians, Native 
Americans, Asian-Americans, and 
African- Americans; 

• Discuss the U.S. policy and legal 
issues surrounding indefinitely 
holding suspected terrorists at the 
Guantanamo Bay military base; 

• Discuss recent legal and social 
developments with the 1st

- Part II:  Finally, join all "Admissions Boards" 
together for a class discussion/debate on 
the focus questions and policy 
recommendations.  

 
Amendment. 

- A scoring rubric should be used. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapters 32, 
33, 34 

Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapters 32, 33, 34 

- Classzone.com 
- Website:  U.S. Supreme Court decisions 

and oral argument 
o http://www.oyez.org/ 

- Websites: Affirmative Action 
o http://www.crf-

usa.org/brown50th/adarand_affirma
tive_action.htm  

o http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/
teachers/lessonplans/affirmative_a
ction/action.html  

- Primary Document: Betty Friedan’s The 
Feminine Mystique 

- Map: The Equal Rights Amendment 
- Political Cartoon:  The Cartoon History of 

the United States, pp.350-51 
- Article:  TIME (“Who Can Say What?  Don 

Imus and a Brief History of the Freedom of 

http://www.oyez.org/�
http://www.crf-usa.org/brown50th/adarand_affirmative_action.htm�
http://www.crf-usa.org/brown50th/adarand_affirmative_action.htm�
http://www.crf-usa.org/brown50th/adarand_affirmative_action.htm�
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/affirmative_action/action.html�
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/affirmative_action/action.html�
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/affirmative_action/action.html�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Freedom and Civil Rights   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Legal Developments 

Goal 3

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the major developments in American jurisprudence from 
the 1970s to today, including women’s rights, affirmative action, and law in politics.    
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Speech in Media”) April 23, 2007 
- Primary Document: NOW’s Statement of 

Purpose, 1966 
- Website: Roe v. Wade- Background and 

Activities 
o http://www.landmarkcases.org/roe/

home.html 
- Website: Regents v. Bakke- Background 

and Activities 
o http://www.landmarkcases.org/bakk

e/home.html    
 

- Students will imagine they were alive in the 
sixties and had just read Betty Friedan’s 
The Feminine Mystique. Students will write 
a letter to the author articulating any 
questions they might have. 

Suggested Learning Activities 

- Make a bumper sticker for or against the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 

- Read the background to Roe v. Wade and 
complete the activities at 
landmarkcases.org. 

- Read the background to Regents v. Bakke. 
Complete the activities at 
landmarkcases.org. 

- Make a magazine special on outstanding 
women of the eighties, including Sally Ride, 
Sandra Day O’Connor, Geraldine Ferraro, 
Christa McAuliffe, and Jane Fonda. 

- Create an illustrated and notated timeline 

http://www.landmarkcases.org/roe/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/roe/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/bakke/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/bakke/home.html�
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Freedom and Civil Rights   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Legal Developments 

Goal 3

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the major developments in American jurisprudence from 
the 1970s to today, including women’s rights, affirmative action, and law in politics.    
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

which illustrates the evolution of 1st

- You are a parent of the child who is being 
bused to another school district in 
promotion of school integration.  Write a 
letter to the superintendent of your home 
town school against or in support of the 
policy. 

 
Amendment laws over the last 35 years. 

- Create a chart highlighting the major 
decisions written by each of the Clinton and 
Bush Supreme Court appointees.  

             (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Freedom and Civil Rights   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Legal Developments 

Goal 3

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the major developments in American jurisprudence from 
the 1970s to today, including women’s rights, affirmative action, and law in politics.    
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 3.4.    
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Inflation, Prosperity and Downturn  
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic: Economics 

Goal 4

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the major developments and issues regarding the 
American economy from 1970s stagflation to the economic forces that are affecting the nation 
today. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 
Blocks 

4.1. National Economy of the 1970s

• Describe the economic 
inequality between men and 
women; 

-
(6.1; 6.2.E.1-5, 9, 12; 6.4.L.1-4; 
6.5.A; 6.5.B) 

• Define stagflation and examine 
its causes and effects upon the 
American economy during the 
early 1970s; 

• Identify OPEC;  
• Analyze the failure of Ford’s WIN 

plan for tackling stagflation; 
• Discuss the role the economy 

played in the presidential 
elections of 1972, 1976, 1980; 

• Examine the changing U.S. 
economy during 1970s, including 
the growth of foreign competition 
and the decline of American 
manufacturing and agricultural 
jobs. 

 
4.2. National Economy of the 1980s

• Define supply-side economics 
and the “trickle-down” theory; 

-
(6.1; 6.2.E.1-5, 9, 12; 6.4.L.1-4; 
6.5.A; 6.5.B) 

• Describe the three parts of 
“Reaganomics”; 

• Evaluate the actions Reagan 
took to cut back on government 

Understanding: 
The history of the national economy since the early 
1970s is one of ebbs and flows.  Stagflation and an 
energy crisis sunk the economy during the 1970s 
while the policies of the Reagan administration 
brought about a temporary boom during 1980s.  The 
economic gains made in the 1990s were then 
tempered by a new energy crisis in the form of 
increased oil prices and problems in the housing 
market.  Issues such as the international balance of 
trade, “green” industries, social security, and the 
strength of the dollar will continue to dictate the fate 
of the American economy in the coming years.      
 
Essential Questions
• Which national economic issues/problems most 

affect you now?  After graduation? 

: 

• How do you account for the economic inequality 
between men and women? 

• How important is the status of the national 
economy to voters in a presidential race? 

• How does the economy affect social 
issues/trends such as migration, employment, 
discrimination, and the environment? 

• What, if any, methods of financial assistance 
should the government provide to the poor, the 
elderly, and/or the unemployed? 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Assessment Model

- In small group configurations students will 
write and perform skits detailing the 
following economic/financial “slice of life” 
scenarios: 

: 

o Customers waiting on line at a gas 
station during the mid-1970s 
discuss the country’s energy crisis. 

o President Ford discussing the WIN 
plan for tackling stagflation with his 
cabinet. 

o Three people (an elderly person, 
middle-aged person, and a recent 
high school graduate) are sitting in 
a diner discussing which candidate 
in the 1980 election would do a 
better job with the economy. 

o A Reagan supporter debating the 
merits of the supply-side 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Inflation, Prosperity and Downturn  
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic: Economics 

Goal 4

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the major developments and issues regarding the 
American economy from 1970s stagflation to the economic forces that are affecting the nation 
today. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

regulation; 
• Define Ecotopia, Sunbelt and 

Rustbelt. 
 

4.3. National Economy of the 1990s

• Discuss how the nation’s poor 
economic condition affected the 
Presidential of Election of 1992; 

-
(6.1; 6.2.E.1-5, 9, 12; 6.4.L.1-4; 
6.5.A; 6.5.B) 

• Explain how President Clinton 
balanced the budget; 

• Describe how President Clinton 
reformed the welfare system; 

• Define the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and 
identify the controversy. 

 
4.4. Current Economic Issues

 

-(6.1; 
6.2.E.1-5, 9, 12; 6.4.L.1-4; 6.5.A; 
6.5.B) 

• Explain increased competition 
for domestic and international 
markets; 

• Discuss the fallout of the Enron 
and WorldCom corporate 
scandals; 

• Identify the causes of the 
country’s mid-2000s mortgage 
crisis; 

• Analyze the growth of the 

economics and the “trickle down” 
theory with Walter Mondale 
supporters. 

o Circa 1985 U.S. automotive 
workers who were just laid off due 
to downsizing or increased foreign 
competition. 

o Recipients under Clinton’s 
reformed welfare system 
discussing the economy of the 
early 1990s and how this welfare 
program differs from the prior 
program. 

o Former employees of WorldCom 
and Enron being interviewed on a 
nationally telecasted talk show. 

o American, Canadian and Mexican 
business people on a conference 
call about doing business post-
NAFTA. 

o A 2008 American family discussing 
how increased energy costs and 
the falling dollar have affected their 
lives. 

o A couple discussing the possibility 
of foreclosure upon their house due 
to the mortgage crisis of the 2000s. 

o Major shareholders of a large 
corporation discussing the 
possibility of purchasing or creating 
“green” divisions of the company. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Inflation, Prosperity and Downturn  
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic: Economics 

Goal 4

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the major developments and issues regarding the 
American economy from 1970s stagflation to the economic forces that are affecting the nation 
today. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

service sector; 
• Define downsize; 
• Identify Bill Gates, NASDAQ, 

and the dotcom industry; 
• Identify GATT and WTO; 
• Analyze how a weak dollar and 

the rising energy prices have 
negatively affected the economy; 

• Explain the latest trends in the 
“green” industry; 

• Discuss the nation’s push toward 
telecommuting; 

• Analyze the growing concerns 
with the Social Security program. 

 

o A group of middle-aged people 
discussing the future of the Social 
Security Program.  

- A scoring rubric will be used. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 32 
Materials 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapter 32 

- Classzone.com  
- Article:  TIME

- Video:  Other People’s Money (2001) 

, October 30, 2006 (“Special 
Report: America at 300 million”) 

- Video:  Roger and Me (1989) 
- Political Cartoon: “The Inflation 

Stagecoach” 
- Map: World Trading Blocs, 2000 
- Political Cartoon:  The Cartoon History of 

the United States, pp.360-62 
(Reaganomics); 372-73 (Savings & Loan 
Crisis) 

- Website: OPEC information and lesson 
plan: 

o http://homepage.mac.com/dov_ros
enberg/opec_lesson_plan.html  

- Reading: Focus on the New Economy 
(“The New Corporate World”)-readings and 

http://homepage.mac.com/dov_rosenberg/opec_lesson_plan.html�
http://homepage.mac.com/dov_rosenberg/opec_lesson_plan.html�


 34 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f  
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Inflation, Prosperity and Downturn  
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic: Economics 

Goal 4

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the major developments and issues regarding the 
American economy from 1970s stagflation to the economic forces that are affecting the nation 
today. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

lesson ideas 
- Article:  TIME

- Article:  

, July 30, 2007 (“The End of 
Easy Money”) 

TIME

- Reading: 

, Jan. 22, 2007 (Special 
Report: “The Chinese Century: Dawn of a 
New Dynasty”) 

Focus on the New Economy

- Biography/Speeches: Bill Gates 

 
(“Internet Business and the Changing 
Workforce”)-readings and lesson ideas 

o http://www.microsoft.com/presspas
s/exec/billg/default.mspx 

 

- Make a cartoon about waiting in a gas line 
and the impact of the crisis. 

Suggested Learning Activities 

- Write a news bulletin about either the Enron 
or WorldCom collapse. 

- Write slogans in support of American 
manufacturing. 

- Research and compile a list of “green” 
industries.  Next, create a poster illustrating 
the manner in which each of these 
industries is turning a profit while assisting 
the environment. 

- Compare Bill Gates’ biography with Andrew 
Carnegie’s biography and compile a list of 
attributes, ideas, and philosophies both of 
these men shared. 

- Draw a map that illustrates American 

http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/exec/billg/default.mspx�
http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/exec/billg/default.mspx�
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Inflation, Prosperity and Downturn  
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic: Economics 

Goal 4

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the major developments and issues regarding the 
American economy from 1970s stagflation to the economic forces that are affecting the nation 
today. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

migration from the Rustbelt to the Sunbelt 
over the last 25 years. 

- Write a company’s telecommuting policy 
and rationale. 

- Create a graphic organizer which illustrates 
the rise in gasoline prices since the mid-
1970s. 

- Compile a list of industries affected by the 
increase of energy prices 

     (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Inflation, Prosperity and Downturn  
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic: Economics 

Goal 4

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the major developments and issues regarding the 
American economy from 1970s stagflation to the economic forces that are affecting the nation 
today. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 4.5.    
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Diplomacy, Communism and Terrorism 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Foreign Relations, Armed Conflict and Terrorism 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the nation’s important foreign policy developments 
beginning with Carter’s Camp David Accords and ending with the War Against Terrorism. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 
Blocks 

5.1. Triumph and Crisis in the 1970s 
Middle East

• Analyze the negotiation and end 
results of the Camp David 
Accords; 

-(6.1; 6.2.E; 6.4.L.1, 4-
5; 6.6.A.5; 6.6.B; 6.6.D) 

• Explain how Israel’s location 
contributes to it’s conflicts; 

• Describe the Iran hostage crisis;  
• Identify Ayatollah Ruhollah 

Khomeini. 
 

5.2. The End of the Cold War

• Define the “Strategic Defense 
Initiative”; 

-(6.1; 
6.2.E; 6.4.L.1, 4-5; 6.6.A.5; 6.6.B; 
6.6.D) 

• Identify Mikhail Gorbachev; 
• Define glasnost and perestroika; 
• Trace the arms-control meetings 

which led up to the INF Treaty; 
• Describe the decline of the 

Soviet Union and the resulting 
collapse of the communist 
regimes; 

• Describe the demonstrations in 
China’s Tiananmen Square. 

 
5.3. Increase Involvement Abroad

• Summarize the U.S. actions 

-(6.1; 
6.2.E; 6.4.L.1, 4-5; 6.6.A.5; 6.6.B; 
6.6.D) 

Understanding: 
In the years following the Nixon administration, the 
United States has used both diplomacy and military 
might to promote its economic standing and to 
ensure the safety of its citizens.  The 1970s 
included diplomatic success stories, such as the 
Camp David Accords, as well as failures, the Iran 
Hostage Crisis.  The collapse of the Soviet Union 
marked an end to the Cold War, but China has 
remained a communist superpower.  Finally, with 
Iraq and Afghanistan, America has employed both 
diplomatic savvy and its military might to fight its war 
on terrorism.  
 
Essential Questions
• Which rights, if any, would you be willing to 

sacrifice in the war against terrorism? 

: 

• When, if ever, should a country use its military 
to attack another country? 

• Which attributes, beliefs, actions, etc. make a 
person a terrorist? 

• How important is another country’s economic 
well being to our own security? 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 

- Students will create a scrapbook detailing 
the American military presence in Iraq and 
Afghanistan including letters and 
photographs. 

Assessment Model 

- Write a series of letters home as a soldier in 
Iraq or Afghanistan and describe the 
guerilla warfare and terrorist tactics used. 

- Write a series of letters to a soldier in Iraq 
or Afghanistan about the pro-war and anti-
war politics, demonstrations, and feelings in 
the United States. In written form, the 
students will evaluate the morality or ethics 
of war. 

- The series should contain 6 letters (3 from 
U.S. soldier in Iraq or Afghanistan and 3 
from U.S. civilian at home). 

- One page should be dedicated to 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Diplomacy, Communism and Terrorism 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Foreign Relations, Armed Conflict and Terrorism 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the nation’s important foreign policy developments 
beginning with Carter’s Camp David Accords and ending with the War Against Terrorism. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

taken to influence affairs in 
Nicaragua, Panama and 
Grenada; 

• Analyze U.S. involvement in the 
Persian Gulf War (Operation 
Desert Storm); 

• Study the map of the Middle 
East and discuss Kuwait’s 
strategic importance; 

• Examine the World Trade Center 
bombing of 1993; 

• Describe the U.S. intervention in 
Kosovo. 

 
5.4. The War Against Terrorism

• Examine the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001; 

-(6.1; 
6.2.E; 6.4.L.1, 4-5; 6.6.A.5; 6.6.B; 
6.6.D) 

• List the measures President 
Bush took to combat terrorism, 
including the invasion of 
Afghanistan; 

• Identify Osama bin Laden; 
• Explore the causes of and 

latest developments in the war 
in Iraq; 

• Discuss the country’s current 
relationships with Iran, Syria, 
and North Korea; 

• Analyze the nation’s current 
relationships with China, India, 

photographs of soldiers in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

- One page should be dedicated to 
photographs of anti-war demonstrations 
and daily life at home. 

- The letters should look authentic and the 
photographs should have captions.  

- Students will assess and evaluate in written 
form the impact of war as a uniting and 
divisive force. (Comprehension, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 

- A scoring rubric should be used. 
              (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluaiton) 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapters 32, 
33, 34 

Materials 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapters 32, 33, 34 

- Classzone.com 
- Report:  The 9/11 Commission Report 
- Article:  Social Education

- Biography: Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 

 (“911 and 
Terrorism:  The Ultimate Teachable 
Moment in Textbooks and Supplemental 
Curricula”  Article and lesson ideas)  Sept 
2007 

- Map: Middle East, 1978-1982 
- Political Cartoon:  The Cartoon History of 

the United States, pp.363-69 (Reagan’s 
foreign policy) 

- Video: Reagan’s “Tear Down This Wall” 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Diplomacy, Communism and Terrorism 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Foreign Relations, Armed Conflict and Terrorism 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the nation’s important foreign policy developments 
beginning with Carter’s Camp David Accords and ending with the War Against Terrorism. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Russia and Latin America; 
• Discuss possible ways the 

United States can successfully 
secure, stabilize and rebuild 
Iraq. 

 

Speech, Berlin, 1987 
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7

OcVEvG4L9Y 
- Photograph: Tiananmen Square, 1989 
- Map: The Persian Gulf War, 1990-1991 
- Website: The Gulf War 

o http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/fro
ntline/gulf/ 

- Primary Document: “Blast Hits Trade 
Center”, 1993 

o http://www.nytimes.com/learning/ge
neral/onthisday/big/0226.html#articl
e 

- Video: Flight 93 (2006) 
- Article:  TIME

- Commentary: 

, Mar. 5, 2007 (Special 
Report: “Why They Hate Each Other: Iraq’s 
Sunnis and Shi’ites”) 

TIME

- Article:  

, Aug. 13, 2007 
(“Pundits and Politicians have Admitted to 
Being Wrong about Iraq.  Shouldn’t the 
American public do the same?”) 

TIME

- Article:  

, Sept. 11, 2006 (“What We 
Lost:  How our response to 9/11 reshaped 
the century”) 

TIME

- Article: 

, July 30, 2007 (“What Will 
Happen When We Leave Iraq”) 

TIME

- Video:  Last Letters Home: Voice of 
American Troops from the Battlefields of 
Iraq (2005) 

, Jul. 7, 2008 (“A War That’s 
Still Not Won: Afghanistan”) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OcVEvG4L9Y�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OcVEvG4L9Y�
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gulf/�
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gulf/�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0226.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0226.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0226.html#article�


 40 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas: Diplomacy, Communism and Terrorism 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Foreign Relations, Armed Conflict and Terrorism 

Goal 5

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

:  The student will be able to trace the nation’s important foreign policy developments 
beginning with Carter’s Camp David Accords and ending with the War Against Terrorism. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 

- Students will imagine they are members of 
the family of one of the Americans held 
hostage in Iran. Write a diary entry or a 
letter to a friend expressing your feelings 
and fears based on the historical facts that 
surrounded their capture. 

Suggested Learning Activities 

- Write a news bulletin about the results of 
the Camp David meetings between 
President Carter, Menachem Begin, and 
Anwar Sadat. 

- Create a foreign affairs timeline for the 
years 1980-1992 (Regions: Europe, Asia, 
Middle East, Central America/Caribbean) 
Write an editorial expressing a positive or 
negative view on U.S. foreign policy.  

- Research the events leading up to U.S. 
involvement in one of these countries: 
Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, or Kuwait. 
Negotiate to resolve the conflict. 

- Write a thematic essay about the Persian 
Gulf War entitled, “The TV War.” 

- Create a photo essay using images and 
sentence captions to tell the story of 
terrorism today. 

- Write an editorial to a newspaper. Students 
will explain why they are for or against 
increased security, even if it means giving 
up some freedoms.(Synthesis, Evauation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Breakthrough and Standard of Living 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Scientific and Technological Developments 

Goal 6

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the nation’s major scientific and technological 
developments since the 1970s and discuss how these breakthroughs have affected today’s 
society. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 
Blocks 

6.1. Technology and the Economy

• Discuss how the invention of the 
microchip helped to revive the 
economy and increase the 
standard of living; 

-(6.1; 
6.2.E.1-5, 9, 12; 6.4.L.1-4; 6.5.A.4; 
6.5.B.9; 6.6.D) 

•  Examine how the Internet 
changed business, education, 
and communication in America; 

• Define the information 
superhighway; 

• Discuss the evolution of the 
cellular telephone; 

• Document the growth of the 
telecommunications industry in 
the 1990s; 

• Examine the uses of virtual reality 
technology. 

 
6.2. Technology and Politics

• Analyze how the explosions of the 
space shuttles Challenger and 
Columbia affected the space 
program; 

-(6.1; 6.2.E.1-
5, 9, 12; 6.4.L.1-4; 6.5.A.4; 6.5.B.9; 
6.6.D) 

• Define genetic engineering; 
• Define visual imaging and artificial 

intelligence; 

Understanding: 
Science and technology drive both the economy 
and politics.  Indeed, from the invention of the 
microchip to the latest communications 
technologies, American technology industries 
have continued to strive for a larger international 
market share.  Issues such as stem cell research, 
genetic engineering, cloning and artificial 
intelligence have mingled science with politics 
since the 1970s. 
 
Essential Questions
• Which inventions have the biggest impact 

upon your life? 

: 

• Should politics dictate science? 
• How have our methods of communication 

changed since the 1970s? 
• Should the government fund the development 

of technology?  If so, which industries? 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 

- Part I: In small group configurations, 
students will create a museum exhibit for 
the National Museum of American Science 
and Technology. 

Assessment Model 

- Students will use visual and written sources 
to explore American scientific and 
technological breakthroughs since the 
1970s. 

- Each group will be assigned one of the 
following topics: 

o Space exploration and travel 
o Computer hardware and software 
o Telecommunications and the 

Internet 
o Genetic engineering and cloning 
o Stem cell research 
o Robotics 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Breakthrough and Standard of Living 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Scientific and Technological Developments 

Goal 6

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the nation’s major scientific and technological 
developments since the 1970s and discuss how these breakthroughs have affected today’s 
society. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Document the breakthroughs in 
robotics technology; 

• Analyze the breakthroughs in 
biotechnology, including the 
Human Genome Project and 
genetic engineering; 

• Debate the cloning and stem cell 
issues. 

- The exhibit must include written captions for 
all of the photographs, models, and artifacts 
in the collection. 

- The exhibit must discuss how each 
breakthrough affected or was affected by 
either the economy or American politics. 

- Part II: Each group will serve as the 
museum curators and will guide their 
classmates through their portion of the 
exhibit.  

- A scoring rubric should be used.  
(Comprehension, Analysis, Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapters 32, 
33, 34 

Materials 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapters 32, 33, 34 

- Classzone.com 
- Article:  TIME

- Article:  

, Feb. 13, 2006 (Special 
Report: “Is America Flunking Science?”) 

TIME

- Website:  History of computers 

, Mar. 5, 2007 (“The Space 
Cowboys: Richard Branson and Rocket 
Tourism”) 

o http://www.time.com/computers 
- Article:  TIME, Aug. 7, 2006 (“The Truth 

About Stem Cells:  The Hope, the Hype and 
What it Means for You”) 

http://www.time.com/computers�
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Breakthrough and Standard of Living 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Scientific and Technological Developments 

Goal 6

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the nation’s major scientific and technological 
developments since the 1970s and discuss how these breakthroughs have affected today’s 
society. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- Article:  National Geographic

- Article:  CNN.com, Jul. 15, 2008 (“Humans 
and Machines will Merge in Future”) 

, July 1997 
(“Robot Revolution”) 

- Video:  A.I.-Artificial Intelligence (2001) 
- Video:  Columbia:  The Final Mission 

(Discovery Classics) 
- Video:  ABC News Classics: Space Shuttle 

Challenger Disaster (2007) 
 

- Research recent scientific and medical 
advances including: MRI, new AIDS drugs, 
prosthetics, surgical techniques, genetic 
engineering. Create a poster presentation 
in groups. 

Suggested Learning Activities 

- Create a time line illustrating advances in 
computer technology since 1946. 

- Write a special newspaper supplement 
giving a full account of the Challenger or 
Columbia explosion. 

- Hold a class debate on stem cell research 
or cloning. 

     (Comprehension, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Breakthrough and Standard of Living 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent U.S. 
History 

Topic:  Scientific and Technological Developments 

Goal 6

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the nation’s major scientific and technological 
developments since the 1970s and discuss how these breakthroughs have affected today’s 
society. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 
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Big Ideas:  Conservation, Ecology and Pollution   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Environmental Issues 

Goal 7

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various environmental issues which impacted the nation 
and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 
Blocks 

7.1. Politics and the Environment

• Identify the key 
environmental issues of the 
1970s; 

-
(6.1; 6.2.B.5; 6.2.E.4-9, 12; 
6.4.L.; 6.6.A.5; 6.6.B-E) 

• Evaluate the 
environmentalist measures 
taken by the Nixon 
presidency; 

• Explain how Carter dealt 
with the energy crisis of the 
late 1970s; 

• Debate the potential benefits 
and costs of off-shore oil 
drilling and in the Alaskan 
wilderness; 

• Trace the origins of Earth 
Day; 

• Identify the Green Party; 
• Examine Reagan’s policies 

which affected the 
environment; 

• Discuss environmental 
terrorism; 

• Describe both the immediate 
and long term effects that 
Hurricane Katrina had on 
New Orleans and the 
surrounding Gulf area. 

 

Understanding: 
The environment has quickly become one of the most 
prevalent topics of discussion in society today.  
Renewable energy, natural disasters and pollution were 
difficult issues presented to the 1970s public much in 
the same way they are presented to the American 
citizens today.  Indeed, American history since the 
1970s is steeped with political events and economic 
considerations which have shaped the manner in which 
the nation has responded and will continue to respond 
to environmental issues.   
 
Essential Questions
• What personal and economic sacrifices are you 

willing to make to help the environment? 

: 

• Should the United States participate in international 
environmental treaties? 

• When do the potential costs of oil drilling off-shore 
or in a preserved wilderness outweigh the potential 
benefits. 

 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 

- Part I: As a class, view An Inconvenient 
Truth, a documentary about the possible 
dangers of global warming to the 
environment.  

Assessment Model: 

- Students will take note as to the manner in 
which the issues covered in the 
documentary are presented.  Specifically, 
issues and facts are presented in a manner 
intended to persuade the audience toward 
adopting a desirable viewpoint. 

- Part II: In groups, students will research a 
current issue which impacts the 
environment. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Conservation, Ecology and Pollution   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Environmental Issues 

Goal 7

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various environmental issues which impacted the nation 
and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

7.2. Energy and the Environment

• Research the environmental 
crisis of global warming and 
devise solutions to slow 
down the process; 

-
(6.1; 6.2.B.5; 6.2.E.4-9, 12; 
6.4.L.; 6.6.A.5; 6.6.B-E) 

• Analyze the Three Mile 
Island accident; 

• Debate the benefits and 
risks of nuclear energy; 

• Discuss how environmental 
concerns can at times be at 
odds with and at other times 
share the goals of 
economical development; 

• Document the push away 
from fossil fuels towards 
renewable sources of energy 
such as solar and wind 
energies; 

• Define carbon footprint and 
carbon trading. 

 

 
- Next, each group will create a PowerPoint 

that explains the issue and its 
environmental impact.  Each presentation 
must attempt to persuade the audience to 
adopt the viewpoint the group is 
advocating. 

- Part III:  Each group will present its 
PowerPoint with each student in the group 
presenting at least a portion of the 
presentation.  

- Upon viewing each presentation, the 
students in the audience will cast a vote 
and write an explanation as to whether they 
were persuaded to join that group’s cause. 

- A scoring rubric should be used as to both 
the group presentation and audience votes 
& explanations. 

       (Comprehension, Analysis, Application, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapters 32, 
33, 34 

Materials 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapters 32, 33, 34 

- Classzone.com 
- Article:  mental floss

- Video: Global Warming: An Inconvenient 
Truth (2006) 

 Jan-Feb 2008, “The 
(Very Profitable) Economics of Emissions” 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Conservation, Ecology and Pollution   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Environmental Issues 

Goal 7

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various environmental issues which impacted the nation 
and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- Political Cartoon:  The Cartoon History of 
the United States, pp.352-56 

- Article:  National Geographic

- Article: 

, Oct. 2007 
(“Carbon’s New Math: To deal with global 
warming, the first step is to do the 
numbers”) 

National Geographic

- Article: 

, Oct. 2007 
(“Green Dreams: Making fuel from crops 
could be good for the planet-after a 
breakthrough or two”) 

TIME

- Article: 

, Sept. 12, 2005 (Special 
Report:  Hurricane Katrina) 

TIME

- Article: 

, Aug. 13, 2007 (Special 
Report: “Why New Orleans Still Isn’t Safe”) 

TIME

- Map:  New Orleans Levee System (from 
Teaching The Levees) 

, Apr. 3, 2006 (Special 
Report: Global Warming) 

- Websites: Environmental issues 
o http://www.earthshare.org  
o http://www.Cleanair.org 
o http://www.worldwildlife.org/climate  
o http://www.auduboninternational.or

g  
o http://www.Earthday.net    

- Article: TIME

- Video: When the Levees Broke: A 
Requiem In Four Acts (2006) 

, Apr. 28, 2008 (Special 
Environment Issue) 

 

http://www.earthshare.org/�
http://www.cleanair.org/�
http://www.worldwildlife.org/climate�
http://www.auduboninternational.org/�
http://www.auduboninternational.org/�
http://www.earthday.net/�
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Conservation, Ecology and Pollution   
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Environmental Issues 

Goal 7

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various environmental issues which impacted the nation 
and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- Create a program with a list of activities for 
the first Earth Day to portray the shift to a 
citizenry who became environmentally 
aware. 

Suggested Learning Activities 

- View When the Levees Broke: A Requiem 
In Four Acts, and have a class discussion 
on the social, political, economic and 
emotional effects of Hurricane Katrina upon 
the Gulf Coast. 

- Write a position paper arguing for or against 
growing corn for use as ethanol fuel. 

- Students to measure their daily and weekly 
“carbon footprints.” 

- Draft a series of diary entries of a Hurricane 
Katrina survivor. 

- Create a graph that illustrates the United 
States’ energy consumption as it relates to 
other developed countries. 

- Create a list that provides 10 easy ways to 
become a little bit “greener.” 

- Make a poster illustrating the pros and cons 
of nuclear energy. 

- Design your “eco-friendly” dream house 
using a set budget of $400,000. 

- Create a graphic organizer which compares 
and contrasts the environmental policies of 
the last 5 presidential administrations. 

       (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluaiton) 
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Big Ideas:  Fad, Pop Culture 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Popular Culture 

Goal 8

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various issues and events of popular culture which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 
Blocks 

8.1. 1970s: Disco and Archie Bunker

• Analyze the effects of the 1960’s 
counterculture upon attitudes 
and culture of the 1970s; 

-
(6.1; 6.4.L.; 6.6.D) 

• Examine how the television 
medium was revolutionized by 
realism during the early 1970s; 

• Discuss the new genres of music 
which emerged in the 1970s, 
including disco, punk rock, 
progressive rock; 

• Identify the toy fads of the 
1970s, including the rubiks cube 
and the skateboard; 

• Discuss 1970s fads, including 
Sea Monkeys, smiley face, pet 
rocks, mood rings, streaking, bell 
bottoms and leisure suits; 

• Discuss the manner in which 
movies of the 1970s influenced 
popular culture. 

 
8.2. 1980s: Cabbage Patch Kids and the 

Me Generation
• Identify the toy fads of the 

1980s, including Cabbage 
Patch Kids, Nintendo, Trivial 
Pursuit; 

-(6.1; 6.4.L.; 6.6.D)  

• Discuss the manner in which 
movies of the 1980s influenced 

Understanding: 
Popular culture affects and is affected by mass 
media.  American music, fashion and film have 
evolved since the 1970s much in the same way as 
American politics, science and economy.  In fact, 
popular culture in many ways mirrors the political, 
technological and economic realities of the 
corresponding time.   
 
Essential Questions
• How does a trend begin? 

: 

• How does the media shape culture? 
• Is it important to be up to date with popular 

culture? 
 
 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 

- Oral History Project 
Assessment Model: 

- Students will conduct interviews of people 
who experienced or remember some of the 
following events from the 1970s, 1980’s 
and early 1990’s: 
1. First Cases of AIDS 
2. Watergate 
3. Bicentennial Celebration 
4. Three-Mile Island 
5. Iran Hostage Crisis 
6. Challenger explosion 
7. Iran-Contra Scandal 
8. First Personal Computers 
9. First Music Videos 
10. First Video Games 
11. Oklahoma City Bombing 
12. Fall of the Berlin Wall 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Fad, Pop Culture 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Popular Culture 

Goal 8

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various issues and events of popular culture which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

popular culture; 
• Discuss the manner in which 

cable television affected 
television dramas, music, news 
reporting and sports; 

• Research the effects MTV has 
had upon the music industry, 
popular culture, and politics; 

• Discuss the new genres of music 
which emerged in the 1980s, 
including rap/hip hop and new 
wave; 

• Discuss 1980s fads, including 
big hair, MTV, the preppie look, 
smurfs, tanning salons and leg 
warmers. 

 
8.3. 1990s: Grunge Rock and Seinfeld

• Identify the toy fads of the 
1990s, including Roller Blades, 
Tickle Me Elmo and Beanie 
Babies; 

-
(6.1; 6.4.L.; 6.6.D) 

• Discuss the manner in which 
movies of the 1990s influenced 
popular culture; 

• Describe the effects of the 
Telecommunications Act of 
1996 upon the radio and 
television industries; 

• Discuss the new genres of 

13. Music 
14. Fashion 
15. Television Shows 
16. Sayings and Buzz Words 
17. Movies 
18. Persian Gulf War 
19. Rodney King Riots 

- They must write the questions for the 
interviewee and tape the interview. 

- Each interview must address 5 
events/topics. 

- After the interview the students must reflect 
on the positives and negatives of oral 
history. They must create a list of questions 
that arose during the interview process that 
were not answered and explore those areas 
further in independent research. 

- A scoring rubric should be used. 
            (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapters 32, 
33, 34 

Materials 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, Unit 
9, Chapters 32, 33, 34 

- Classzone.com 
- Article: Social Education, Sept 2007 (“A 

School-Wide Effort for Learning History via 
a Time Capsule”) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Fad, Pop Culture 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Popular Culture 

Goal 8

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various issues and events of popular culture which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

music which emerged in the 
1990s, including techno, grunge 
rock, boy band and gangster 
rap; 

• Discuss 1990s fads, including 
Beavis and Butthead, Napster 
and body piercing. 

 
8.4. 2000s: Reality TV and MySpace

• Evaluate how social obsessions 
with celebrity status have 
influenced America in the new 
millenium; 

-
(6.1; 6.4.L.; 6.6.D) 

• Describe the affect of reality 
shows upon the television 
medium; 

• Discuss how internet websites, 
including facebook and 
myspace,  have impacted 
popular culture and the 
operation of our daily lives; 

• Analyze the effects of video 
games upon the nation’s youth. 

- Article:  mental floss

- Video:  Various episodes of All in the 
Family and That ‘70s Show 

 June-July 2008, (“15 
Reasons Mr. Rogers Was the Best 
Neighbor Ever”) 

- Websites: 1970s, 1980s and 1990s 
culture: 

o http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/19
70s.htm  

o http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade
70.html  

o http://eightiesclub.tripod.com/  
o http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/19

80s.html  
o http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade

80.html  
o http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/19

90s.html  
o http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade

90.html  
 

- In groups, students are to create a time 
capsule for the 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, or 
2000s. 

Suggested Learning Activities 

- Watch a sitcom from the 1970s, 1980s, and 
1990s and analyze the manner in which 
each show utilized the politics, culture, and 
trends of time in the story line. 

 

http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1970s.htm�
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1970s.htm�
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade70.html�
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade70.html�
http://eightiesclub.tripod.com/�
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1980s.html�
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1980s.html�
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade80.html�
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade80.html�
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1990s.html�
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1990s.html�
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade90.html�
http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade90.html�
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Fad, Pop Culture 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Popular Culture 

Goal 8

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various issues and events of popular culture which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- Students will imagine they are a critic of a  
       music magazine, and their editor has asked  
       them to research the music of the 1990s            
       and compile a “Top 20” list. Students will  
      compare and contrast this with a lyrical list  
       and lyrical trends of the present. 
 
- Students will view a sitcom from the 1970s 

and rewrite the story line as if it were 
occurring today. 

       (Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis,  
              Evaluation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Ideas:  Fad, Pop Culture 
:  

Grades 11 & 12 Level/Recent 
U.S. History 

Topic:  Popular Culture 

Goal 8

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

: The student will be able to trace the various issues and events of popular culture which 
impacted the nation and its people from the 1970s to the present day. 
Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 8.5.    
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

9. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 9.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
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 55 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

10. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 10.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 56 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

11. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 11.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 57 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

12. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 12.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 58 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

13. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 13.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 59 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

14. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 14.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 60 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

15. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 15.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 61 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

16. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 16.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 62 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

17. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 17.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 63 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

18. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 18.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 64 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

19. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 19.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
 

 



 65 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   
:  

<Enter Grade 
Level/Subject> 

Topic: 

20. The student will be able to  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 20.1.  
 

•  
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
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Recent American History 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
 

1. The student will be able to trace the political history of the United States from the Watergate Scandal to the present day 
state of national politics. 

2. The student will be able to trace the various social and health issues which impacted the nation and its people from the 
1970’s to the present day. 

3. The student will be able to trace the major developments in American jurisprudence from the 1970’s to today, including 
women’s rights, affirmative action, and law in politics. 

4. The students will be able to trace the major developments and issues regarding the American economy from 1970’s 
stagflation to the economic forces that are affecting the nation today. 

5. The students will be able to trace the nation’s important foreign policy developments beginning with Carter’s Camp 
David Accords and ending with the War against Terrorism. 

6. The student will be able to trace the nation’s major scientific and technological developments since the 1970’s and 
discuss how these breakthroughs have affected society today.  

7. The student will be able to trace the various environmental issues which impact the nation and its people from the 
1970’s to the present day. 

8. The student will be able to trace the various issues and events of popular culture which impacted the nation and its 
people from the 1970’s to the present day.  
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