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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The philosophy of the Monroe Township School District is to provide students with a multitude of opportunities in which they can 

experience a quality education.  While our educational programs take into account the physical, social and emotional needs of our 
students, the primary educational focus continues to be largely academic in nature. We believe that students learn best when they are 
able to actively construct meaning. We believe that learning is best experienced when it is student-centered and fosters the capacity to 
hypothesize, theorize and clearly articulate thought. We recognize that students come to school with prior knowledge and pre-existing 
assumptions about the world around them. We believe that the Social Studies curriculum should be problem and/or scenario based and 
allow students to interact with the content.  

This curriculum represents the expression of educational ideas in practice. The curriculum is guided by the use of Essential 
Questions and Big Ideas that help facilitate student-thought and content integration. As our students continue to grow in an ever 
shrinking and changing world, it is our belief that they must become equipped to be global citizens by learning the skills of effective 
cooperation and collaboration for global problem solving.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Educational Goals 
Students will: 

• Appreciate that the study of Social Studies helps build civic awareness and responsibility. 
• Understand that problem-solving and critical thinking is essential to learning and enduring understanding.   
• Inquire and explore the relationship between Social Studies, the growth of democracy and active citizenship.  
• Communicate ideas by identifying a problem, developing a solution and sharing with others.  
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies were revised in 2006.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district 
servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm 
 
 
NJ Educational Mandates: 
 
The New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education mandates that every board of education shall include instruction on the 
Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html 
 
 
The Amistad Bill (A1301), calls on “New Jersey schools to incorporate African-American history into their social studies curriculum.” 
Passed by the New Jersey legislature in 2002, “The Amistad Bill” created the Amistad Commission, a 22- member body charged with 
ensuring that the rich heritage and lessons of black America are fully represented and taught throughout the state’s classrooms.   
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/ 
 
The Assistant Deputy Secretary for Innovation and Improvement, Department of Education, announces that, pursuant to legislation 
passed by Congress, educational institutions receiving Federal funding are required to hold an educational program pertaining to the 
United States Constitution on September 17 of each year. 
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf 
 
 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html�
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/�
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf�
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Grade 1 Social Studies 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I  - People 
I. Social Institutions  

a. People

School - Identify the school environment, school workers, and schools 
around the world. 

 Neighborhood – Identify and describe a neighborhood as a place where 
 people live, work and play.   

 - Family/Home - Describe types of families, how families 
change, roles and responsibilities of families, and the importance of 
respecting family members. 

b. Connections

c. 

 – Compare and contrast families, homes, schools, and 
neighborhoods of long ago with the changes of today.  Recognize that 
members of the community are affected by changes in the community 
that occur over time. 
Ideas and Beliefs

 
 
 

 – Explore the importance of family dynamics, social 
interaction and belonging to a neighborhood. 

II. Who Are Our Leaders and Explorers of America? 
a. People

 
Christopher Columbus – Identify this is a day to remember the 
discovery of the “New World” by Christopher Columbus.   
Martin Luther King Jr. – Identify contributions that Martin Luther King, 
Jr. made to society.  
President’s Day- This is a day to honor all United States presidents for 
the roles they play in our history.   
Black History Month – Identify historic and current figures that have 
impact our society. 
Women’s History Month – Recognize and honor the accomplishments 
of women in history from the past and present. 
 

 –Identify historic and current figures that have an impact on our 
society. Identify community and government leaders (e.g., mayor, town 
council, governor, and president). Understand that important deeds 
were accomplished by people who became American leaders. Examine 
the differences and similarities of our leaders and explorers. 

b. Connections 

c. 

– Explore how you can be a leader in your community, 
home, and school. 
Ideas and Beliefs

III. Multicultural Awareness  

 – Define who a leader is and good characteristics of 
leaders.  Analyze the difference amongst leaders and explorers of our 
country. 

a. People

b. 

 - Native Americans - Identify and explore how the Native 
Americans have influenced the American lifestyle of today. 
Connections 

c. 

- Past, Present, and Future – Understand the concepts of 
time and chronology by distinguishing among past, present, and future 
societies/cultures.  Examine the culture of the family and community.   
Ideas and Beliefs

 
 

  
 

 - Embracing Cultures – Acquire an understanding 
that various cultures are learned behaviors that includes customs, 
beliefs, rules, life ways, language, food, and clothing.  Define 
multiculturalism.  Describe the importance of diverse beliefs, customs, 
and traditions of families. 

IV. Holidays/Historical Events  
a. People

Celebrating Heroes - Recognize someone who is remembered for acts 

 - Understand that major holidays are celebrated to remember 
 certain important leaders and events of the past.  Recognize and 
 describe the historical events associated with national holidays. 
 

Constitution Day – Recognize the importance of our constitution. 
Columbus Day – Recognize that this is a day set aside to honor an 
Italian explorer who landed in the Bahamas in 1492. 
Veteran’s Day - Recognize that this is a day set aside to honor the men 
and women who served in the American Armed Forces. 
Thanksgiving - Identifying the first Americans, the Pilgrims’ 
Thanksgiving, and how families celebrate Thanksgiving today. 
New Year’s Day - Recognize that this is a day in celebration of the start 
to a new year and some cultures celebrate it on different days. 
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Quarter I  - People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
*Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ lives.  
Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all 
the students. 

of bravery, outstanding achievements, or kindness toward others.  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day - Recognize that this is a day 
celebrated to identify contributions that Martin Luther King, Jr. made to 
society. 
Valentine’s Day - Recognize the history of Valentine's Day and how this 
holiday is celebrated in America and other countries today. 
President’s Day - Recognize why we celebrate President's Day and 
how this holiday came to be.  Identify some basic facts about George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln. 
St. Patrick’s Day - Recognize why we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and 
how it is celebrated all over the world. Distinguish between fact and 
fiction. 
Flag Day - Recognize that this is a day that we honor our American 
Flag. 
Independence Day – Recognize that this is a holiday to remember 
when America became a new country.   
Earth Day - Recognize the meaning and importance of this holiday.  
Memorial Day - Recognize the meaning and importance of this holiday. 
Holidays Around the World - Recognize that American families 
celebrate different holidays and traditions and that these holidays link 
families over time. 
 

b. Connections - Identify special family celebrations and how extended 
 families gather and follow traditions. 
c. Ideas and Beliefs –Examine how different cultures celebrate events that 
 are special to their history. Define a holiday as a day on which 
 something or someone is honored or remembered. 
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Quarter II - Character 

I. United States Symbols / Customs 
a. People

b. 

 - Understand that the United States has patriotic symbols and 
traditions.  Identify patriotic symbols and traditions that honor the 
people and the history of the United States. Explore symbols of our 
heritage and nation.   
Connections

c. 

 – Discuss the significance of symbols and how they relate 
to our past, present and future.  Recite and explain the meaning of a 
Pledge of Allegiance and a flag. 
Ideas and Beliefs

 
 United States Flag 

Pledge of Allegiance 
American Bald Eagle 
Liberty Bell 
White House 
Statue of Liberty 
Washington Monument 
Lincoln Memorial  

 – Compare and contrast symbols and how they are 
meaningful to us.  Recognize and gain respect for Unites States 
symbols.  Identify symbols of American values and beliefs.   

II. Rules and Laws  
a. People – Identify community rules, family and cultural rules, and safety 

rules.  Develop awareness and explain the need for rules and laws.  
Determine the importance of rules in a community and consequences 
for breaking rules.

b. 

 Recognize that these rules may vary from culture to 
culture. 
Connections 

c. 

- Create/examine class, playground, cafeteria, bus and 
other rules that pertain to their lives.  Explore the appropriate behaviors 
for these rules.  Participate in democratic decision-making. 
Ideas and Beliefs

 

 – Explore how justice means fairness to all.  Describe 
the characteristics of an effective rule or law (e.g., achieves purpose, 
clear, fair, protects rights and the common good.)  Compare rules made 
for different groups and situations.   

III. Rights and Responsibilities (Being a Good Citizen) 
a. People

Predict consequences that may result from responsible and 
irresponsible actions. 

 – identify the rights, privileges, and responsibilities students 
have at home, in the classroom, at school, and in the community. 

b. Connections 

c. 

- Describe how citizens can participate in community life 
(e.g., voting).  Develop and exhibit citizenship traits in the classroom, 
school, and other social environments. 
Ideas and Beliefs

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ lives.  
Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all 
the students. 

 –Recognize real people and fictional characters that 
have demonstrated responsible leadership and identify the 
characteristics that have made them good examples. 
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Quarter III - Economics 

IV. Economic Forces (On the Job) 
a. People

b. 

 – Develop an awareness of the economic forces which 
influence their lives. Identify the difference between goods and services 
a family needs for every day life.  Distinguish between the wants and 
needs of communities, families, and individuals.   
Connections 

c. 

- Explore and explain how the products individuals eat, 
wear, and use impact their health and safety and the environment.  
Explore reasons why people save (e. g., buy a bike, go to college, buy 
a house, purchase a toy). Describe how people of different cultures 
work to earn an income in order to satisfy their wants and needs. 
Ideas and Beliefs

 
 

 
  

 
 

 – Explain what it means to “save” money and the role 
money plays in everyday life. 

V. Exploring Resources  
a. People

b. 

 – Differentiate between human and natural resources. Describe 
the role of resources.  
Connections

c. 
 - Examine the role people have on developing resources. 

Ideas and Beliefs

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ lives.  
Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all 
the students. 

 – Investigate the influence society has in terms of 
cause and effect on renewable and nonrenewable resources. 
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Quarter IV - Geography 

VI. The Land Around Us  
a. People

b. 

 – Identify and explore different ecosystems and animal habitats. 
Gain an understanding of the differences in various kinds of physical 
environments. 
Connections

c. 

 – Understand the economic forces which influence their 
lives.  Explain how changes in the environment have an impact on 
other locations. 
Ideas and Beliefs

 
 

 – Explore dependency on the physical environment 
and how modifications can be made. 

VII. Finding Our Way (The Environment and Maps) 
a. People

b. 

 –Recognize the differences between maps and globes. Use 
mental maps to identify locations within the local community and in 
nearby communities. Differentiate between neighborhood, town, and 
state. Identify the locations of places within the community and suggest 
why particular locations are used for certain human activities. 
Connections 

c. 

- Construct a simple map of classroom, home, and school.  
Compare and contrast geographic features of places within various 
communities. 
Ideas and Beliefs

VIII.   Looking at Land and Water 

 – Recognize the interdependence among people, 
communities, and countries through the use of maps.  

a. People

b. 

 – Recognize the impact people have on protecting our natural 
resources.   
Connections 

 
   Oceans and continents 
   Looking at Landforms 
   Bodies of Water 

 

- Identify and describe the physical characteristics of 
places. Explore physical features of continents and major bodies of 
water. 

c. Ideas and Beliefs

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ lives.  
Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all 
the students. 

 – Discuss the importance of Global Warming and the 
need for conserve our resources. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  People 
:  

Grade 1 Social Studies 
Topic: Social Institutions 

Goal 1: The student will be able to identify continuity and change in the different environments around 
 them, including school and neighborhood, communities. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 1.1 People - Family/Home 
 Describe types of families, 
 how families change, roles and 
 responsibilities of families, and 
 the importance of respecting 
 family members. 
 School - Identify the school 
 environment, school workers, 
 and schools around the world. 
  Neighborhood – Identify and 

 describe a neighborhood as a 
 place where people live, work 
 and play. 

  (6.3, 6.4: A1, A2, A3, A4) 
   
1.2 Connections – Compare and 

contrast families, homes, 
schools, and neighborhoods of 
long ago with the changes of 
today.  Recognize that 
members of the community are 
affected by changes in the 
community that occur over 
time. 

 (6.1: A2, 6.4: A2, A3) 
 
1.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• What makes a family and a community? 

 – Identify the 
importance of family dynamics, 
social interaction and 
belonging to a neighborhood. 

 (6.4: A2, A4) 

• How does where you live shape what you need? 
• What is a community and how does it function? 
• How do people of different ethnics origins, customs, 

and traditions participate in and contribute to their 
communities? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses). 

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How would you explain your role as a 
member of your family? (Analysis) 

 Invite students to create a 
family scrapbook.  As a class, brainstorm interview 
questions and role-play interviews.  Students will 
define and identify roles and responsibilities of 
family members.  The family scrapbook will include 
answers to the following questions: 

2. What would happen if family members 
did not fulfill their responsibilities? 
(Synthesis) 

3.  What is your opinion of your family? 
(Evaluation)  

  
Assessment Model 2:

1. How would you present the importance 
of attending school? (Application) 

  Invite students to imagine 
they are meeting someone who has never attended 
school before.  As they engage in discussion, the 
students will generate a K-W-L (What students 
know, want to know, and have learned) about the 
school environment and school workers.  Students 
will determine personal/individual goals that they 
would like to accomplish this year in school and 
how school workers will help them to achieve these 
goals.  Students will refer to these goals throughout 
the year, monitor their progress and add new goals 
as necessary by creating a timeline based on 
school experiences.  The answers to the following 
questions will be included: 

2. How would a school’s location in the 
world affect what students do at 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  People 
:  

Grade 1 Social Studies 
Topic: Social Institutions 

Goal 1: The student will be able to identify continuity and change in the different environments around 
 them, including school and neighborhood, communities. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

school? 
3. How would you explain your goals? 

(Analysis) 
4. What can you point out about your 

progress in school? (Analysis) 
5. How would you generate a plan to 

achieve these goals? (Synthesis) 
6. What would happen if there were no 

school workers to help aid you in your 
learning? (Synthesis) 

7. How would you assess your progress? 
(Evaluation) 

 
Assessment Model 3:

1. How are schools from long ago and our 
school today different? (Knowledge and 
Comprehension) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are traveling back in time and attending school 
___ years ago.  Students will generate ideas and 
research the “early schoolhouse.”  As students 
compare and contrast schools from long ago and 
schools of today, they will produce a Venn diagram.  
Examine the similarities and differences.  Draw 
conclusions as to why schools have changed over 
time (e.g., purpose, goals, needs and resources).  
Students will role-play a time-travel skit (dramatic 
performance) scenario, which will depict the 
answers to the following questions: 

2. What can you infer about schools from 
long ago? (Analysis) 

3. Why do most schools have vacation 
time in the summer and how would you 
explain this tradition as it relates to 
schools from long ago? (Knowledge 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  People 
:  

Grade 1 Social Studies 
Topic: Social Institutions 

Goal 1: The student will be able to identify continuity and change in the different environments around 
 them, including school and neighborhood, communities. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

and Application) 
4. Why do you think some children 

learned at home? 
5. What do you think it would have been 

like to attend a school with so few 
tools? 

6. What problems could you imagine 
having if you were trying to learn using 
tools from long ago (i.e., to write your 
letters and you had to use pen and 
ink?) 

7. How would you explain the educational 
needs of students from long ago and 
today? (Analysis) 

    
Assessment Model 4:

1. How would you compare your 
neighborhood to others? 
(Comprehension) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are travel agents and they want to promote 
tourism in their neighborhood.  Students will need to 
formulate a list of positive attributes and main 
attractions.  As travel agents, students will create 
brochures, which will highlight their home, school, 
etc.  The brochure will include the answers to the 
following questions: 

2. What other way would you present your 
neighborhood to tourists? (Application) 

3. How would you explain the reason for 
visiting your neighborhood? (Synthesis) 

4. What facts can you gather about this 
area? (Synthesis) 

5. How would devise a way to influence 
tourists to visit? (Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  People 
:  

Grade 1 Social Studies 
Topic: Social Institutions 

Goal 1: The student will be able to identify continuity and change in the different environments around 
 them, including school and neighborhood, communities. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6. How would you compile the facts for 
tourists? (Synthesis) 

7. What is the most important factor about 
your neighborhood? (Evaluation) 

8. What criteria would you use to assess 
this neighborhood and its value? 
(Evaluation)    
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  People 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
 

Topic: Who Are Our Leaders and Explorers of America? 

Goal 2:  The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of varying leaders and explorers  
  throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 2.1 People

(6.2: C1, 6.3, 6.4: B1, B2, B3) 
 

 Christopher Columbus – 
Identify this is a day to 
remember the discovery of the 
“New World” by Christopher 
Columbus.   

 Martin Luther King Jr. – 
Identify contributions that 
Martin Luther King, Jr. made to 
society.  

 President’s Day- Explain that is 
a day to honor all United 
States presidents for the roles 
they play in our history.   

 Black History Month – Identify 
historic and current figures that 
have an impact on our society. 

 –Identify historic and 
current figures that have an 
impact on our society. Identify 
community and government 
leaders (e.g., mayor, town 
council). Understand that 
important deeds were 
accomplished by people who 
became American leaders. 
Examine the differences and 
similarities of our leaders and 
explorers. 

 Women’s History Month – 
Identify and honor the 
accomplishments of women in 

• Why do we have leaders? 
• What contributions did these leaders/explorers make? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:  Ask students to imagine

1. How would describe the role of this 
public official? 

 
there is a contest to see who made the most 
positive changes in society.  The winner of the 
contest will travel back in time to assist one of our 
country’s leaders/explorers.  In order to win the trip, 
students need to create a leader/explorer profile 
poster and write a speech explaining why they 
decided to choose this public official and how their 
accomplishments affected the people/citizens of our 
country and impacted society.  The profiles and 
speeches will include answers to the following 
questions: 

2. What would the result be if this 
leader/explorer had not been 
successful? (Application) 

3. What ideas validate the 
accomplishments/efforts made by this 
leader/explorer? (Analysis) 

4. How are the goals of this 
leader/explorer connected to our lives 
today? (Analysis) 

5. How would you portray this 
leader/explorer? 

6. What is your opinion of this 
leader/explorer and why? 

Assessment Model 2:  Ask students to imagine it 
is Election Day.  Assign students the parts of 
citizens and candidates for President.  Students will 
role-play how candidates for President travel 
around the country and give speeches about their 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  People 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
 

Topic: Who Are Our Leaders and Explorers of America? 

Goal 2:  The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of varying leaders and explorers  
  throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

history from the past and 
present. 

 
2.2 Connections 

(6.2: A3, D2, 6.3) 
 

– Identify how 
you can be a leader in your 
community, home, and school. 

2.3 Ideas and Beliefs

(6.2: D2, 6.4: B1, B2, B3) 

 – Define 
who a leader is and good 
characteristics of leaders.  
Analyze the difference 
amongst leaders and explorers 
of our country. 

 
 
 

plans and how citizens line up and cast their ballots 
one by one.  Demonstrate how the votes are 
counted and the new President is announced.  
Invite volunteers to narrate Election Day role-plays 
for Mayor, Town Council, and Governor.  The 
Election Day skits will include answers to the 
following questions: 

1. How would you present/portray yourself as 
an effective future leader? (Application and 
Synthesis) 

2. What actions would you take to perform the 
role of President? (Application) 

3. What could you point out about your goals 
for the country? (Analysis) 

4. What would happen if you were elected to 
Office? (Synthesis) 

5. What criteria would you use to assess your 
qualifications as President? (Evaluation) 

6. What actions would you take to perform the 
role of President? (Application) 

 
Assessment Model 3:  Direct students to imagine 
the Town Council has announced the establishment 
of a Hall of Fame to recognize and honor the 
contributions of local citizens to their community.  
Students will choose an individual from their home, 
school or community that has made positive 
contributions.  Ask students to write letters 
nominating the citizen, which they will submit to the 
Hall of Recognition committee for review.  As the 
year progresses, students will have an opportunity 
to revisit the Hall of Fame and nominate other 
leaders in their community.  The Hall of Fame 
nominations will include answers to the following 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  People 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
 

Topic: Who Are Our Leaders and Explorers of America? 

Goal 2:  The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of varying leaders and explorers  
  throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

questions: 
1. What can you point out about this 

community leader? (Analysis) 
2. How would you explain the reason 

for this nomination? (Synthesis) 
3. What criteria would you use to 

assess candidates? (Evaluation)  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Community 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Multicultural Awareness 

Goal 3: The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of varying cultures throughout the 
 history of New Jersey, the United States, and the world.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 3.1 People

(6.4: B1, B2, B3) 
 

 - Native Americans - 
Identify and explore how the 
Native Americans have 
influenced the American 
lifestyle of today. 

3.2 Connections 

(6.1: A2, A5, 6.2: E2, E3, 6.4: 
A3, A4) 

 

- Past, Present, 
and Future – Understand the 
concepts of time and 
chronology by distinguishing 
among past, present, and 
future societies/cultures.  
Examine the culture of the 
family and community.   

3.3 Ideas and Beliefs

(6.2: E2, E3, 6.4: A3, A4) 
 
 

 - Embracing 
Cultures – Describe various 
cultures are learned behaviors 
that includes customs, beliefs, 
rules, life ways, language, 
food, and clothing.  Define 
multiculturalism.  Describe the 
importance of diverse beliefs, 
customs, and traditions of 
families. 

• What are the similarities and differences between the 
different places in the world? 

• What is culture? 
• Why should we study other cultures? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How were the three basic needs of food, 
shelter and clothing significant in the lives 
of Native Americans and how do they 
compare to the lives of American people of 
today? (Analysis) 

  Direct students to create a 
cultural exchange corner.  Students will examine 
Native American cultures and write a report, draw a 
picture and/or give a demonstration, which reflects 
upon the customs, beliefs, rules, life ways, 
language, food, clothing and tools.  The reports, 
illustrations, and/or demonstrations will include 
answers to the following questions: 

2. How would you correlate Native American 
life to the American lifestyle today? 
(Analysis) 

3. How would you portray the beliefs, customs 
and traditions of Native American families? 
(Synthesis) 

4. What would you suggest is the most 
important factor of Native American life and 
how did it influence society today? 
(Evaluation)  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Community 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Holidays/Historical Events 

Goal 4: The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship through the humanities, by studying 
 literature, art, history and philosophy and related fields.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 4.1 People

(6.2: E1, E2, 6.4: B3) 
 

 Constitution Day – Recognize 
 the importance of our 
 constitution. 
 Columbus Day – Identify that 

this is a day set aside to honor 
an Italian explorer who landed 
in the Bahamas in 1492. 

 Veteran’s Day - Identify that 
this is a day set aside to honor 
the men and women who 
served in the American Armed 
Forces. 

 Thanksgiving - Identifying the 
first Americans, the Pilgrims’ 
Thanksgiving, and how 
families celebrate 
Thanksgiving today. 

 New Year’s Day - Identify that 
this is a day in celebration of 
the start to a new year and 
some cultures celebrate it on 
different days. 

 – List different major 
holidays that are celebrated to 
remember certain important 
leaders and events of the past.  
Recognize and describe the 
historical events associated 
with national holidays. 

 Celebrating Heroes - Identify 
someone who is remembered 

• How and why do we celebrate holidays? 
• Who is associated with these holidays? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How would you compare and 
contrast your cultural holiday to 
other holidays?  (Analysis) 

  Ask the students to pretend 
they have been invited to a cultural holiday 
celebration.  Students will select a cultural holiday 
that is significant to them and create posters or 
banners that reflect their culture.  Since the 
celebration will culminate with a parade, students 
may opt to dress in clothing related to their holiday.  
The celebration will include answers to the following 
questions:  

2. How would you participate in this 
celebration so that your beliefs and 
traditions would be portrayed 
accurately? (Synthesis) 

3. What is the most important cultural 
holiday to you and why? 
(Evaluation) 

 
Assessment Model 2:  Invite the students to 
imagine they are construction workers.  Students 
will select a historical event that is nationally 
recognized (i.e., Constitution Day, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day) and construct a 3-dimensional model 
that represents the importance of this event.  The 
model will depict any obstacles that were overcome, 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Community 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Holidays/Historical Events 

Goal 4: The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship through the humanities, by studying 
 literature, art, history and philosophy and related fields.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

for acts of bravery, outstanding 
achievements, or kindness 
toward others.  

 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
 Day - Identify that this is a 
 day celebrated to identify 
contributions that Martin Luther 
King, Jr. made to society. 

 Valentine’s Day - Identify the 
history of Valentine's Day and 
how this holiday is celebrated 
in America and other countries 
today. 

 President’s Day - Identify why 
we celebrate President's Day 
and how this holiday came to 
be. Identify learn some basic 
facts about George 
Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln. 

 St. Patrick’s Day - Identify why 
we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
and how it is celebrated all 
over the world. Distinguish 
between fact and fiction. 

 Flag Day - Identify that this is a 
day that we honor our 
American Flag. 

 Independence Day – Identify 
that this is a holiday to 
remember when America 
became a new country.   

 Earth Day - Identify the 
meaning and importance of 

 
 
 

the time frame, setting, and the people involved in 
facing the challenges.  Students will celebrate the 
unveiling of their buildings and participate in 
interviews conducted by other students, school 
workers, families, and community members.  These 
“reporters” will publish newspaper articles 
describing the construction site and will include 
answers to the following questions: 

1. Discuss the pros and cons of your rights 
and responsibility? (Analysis) 

2. What would have happened if this historical 
event did not take place? (Synthesis) 

3. What choice would you have made if the 
outcome was different? (Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Community 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Holidays/Historical Events 

Goal 4: The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship through the humanities, by studying 
 literature, art, history and philosophy and related fields.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

this holiday.  
 Memorial Day - Identify the 

meaning and importance of 
this holiday.  

 Holidays Around the World – 
Identify that American families 
celebrate different holidays 
and traditions and that these 
holidays link families over time. 

 
4.2 Connections

(6.1: A1, A4, 6.4: A3, A4) 
 

 - Identify special 
family celebrations and how 
extended families gather and 
follow traditions. 

4.3 Ideas and Beliefs

(6.2: E2, 6.4: A3, A4, B3) 
 
 

 –Discuss 
how different cultures 
celebrate events that are 
special to their history. Define 
a holiday as a day on which 
something or someone is 
honored or remembered. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Character 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: United States Symbols 

Goal 5: The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship and how to participate in the 
 constitutional system of government of the United States. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 5.1 People - Understand that the 
 United States has patriotic 
 symbols and traditions.  
 Identify patriotic symbols and 
 traditions that honor the 
 people and the history of the 
 United States. Identify 
 symbols of our heritage and 
 nation.   
 (6.2: B1, E1, 6.4: B3) 
 
5.2 Connections – Discuss the 
 significance of symbols and 
 how they relate to our past, 
 present and future.  Recite and 
 explain the meaning of a 
 Pledge of Allegiance and a 
 flag. 
 (6.2: A3, B4, E3, 6.4: B3) 
 
5.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• What made the following symbols important to the 
history of America? 

 – Compare 
 and contrast symbols and how 
 they are meaningful to us.  
 Identify and gain respect for 
 United States symbols. Identify 
 symbols of American values 
 and beliefs.   
 (6.2: B1, 6.4: B3, B4) 

 
 United States Flag 
 Pledge of Allegiance 
 American Bald Eagle 
 Liberty Bell 
 White House 

• What are some patriotic symbols and traditions of the 
United States? 

• How do citizens demonstrate respect for the American 
flag and the United States? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How would you explain the 
importance of this symbol? 
(Analysis) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are famous artists.  Students will design 
patriotic T-shirts depicting state or national symbols 
to wear on a symbol celebration day.  The patriotic 
T-shirts will reflect answers to the following 
questions: 

2. What facts can you gather about 
this symbol? (Synthesis) 

3. What is your opinion of this 
symbol? (Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Character 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: United States Symbols 

Goal 5: The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship and how to participate in the 
 constitutional system of government of the United States. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 Statue of Liberty 
 Washington Monument 
 Lincoln Memorial 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Character 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Rules and Laws 

Goal 6: The student will be able to explain the meaning of government; explain why rules and laws are 
 needed in the school and community. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 6.1 People – Identify community 
rules, family and cultural 
rules, and safety rules.  
Develop awareness and 
explain the need for rules and 
laws.  Explain/discuss the 
importance of rules in a 
community and 
consequences for breaking 
rules. Identify that these rules 
may vary from culture to 
culture. 

 (6.2: A1, A2, A3, A4, A5, A6) 
 
6.2 Connections - 

Create/examine class, 
playground, cafeteria, bus 
and other rules that pertain to 
their lives.  Identify the 
appropriate behaviors for 
these rules.  Participate in 
democratic decision-making. 

 (6.2: A2, A4, A5, A6, D1) 
 
6.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• Why do we have rules and law? 

 – Identify 
how justice means fairness to 
all.  Describe the 
characteristics of an effective 
rule or law (e.g., achieves 
purpose, clear, fair, protects 
rights and the common good.)  
Compare rules made for 
different groups and 
situations.   

• What rules do people need? 
• What rules do families need? 
• Who should make the rules and laws? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How could you develop the rules? 
(Application) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are in charge of giving themselves their 
grades.  Students will create their own report cards 
that will reflect their efforts and behavior.  Direct 
them to focus on two or three rules that they need 
to follow.  Design a ratings scale or rubric to use as 
a method of evaluation.  Additional comments will 
be written as well.  The report cards will include 
answers to the following questions:  

2. Discuss the pros and cons of 
following the rules. (Analysis) 

3. How would you generate a plan to 
follow these rules and fairly rate 
your progress? (Synthesis) 

4. What would the consequences of 
your actions be if you broke the 
rules? (Synthesis) 

5. How would you grade yourself? 
(Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Character 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Rules and Laws 

Goal 6: The student will be able to explain the meaning of government; explain why rules and laws are 
 needed in the school and community. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 (6.2: A3, A4, A6) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Character 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Rights and Responsibilities  

Goal 7: The student will be able to dentify individual rights and responsibilities; and usea variety of 
 sources to learn about the functions of government and roles of citizens.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 7.1 People – Identify the rights, 
 privileges, and responsibilities 
students have at home, in the 
classroom, at school, and in 
the community. Predict 
consequences that may result 
from responsible and 
irresponsible actions. 

 (6.2: A2, A5, A6) 
 
7.2 Connections - Describe how 

citizens can participate in 
community life (e.g., voting).  
Develop and exhibit citizenship 
traits in the classroom, school, 
and other social environments. 

 (6.2: A2, A5, D1, D2) 
 

 7.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• What are the roles and responsibilities? 

 –Identify  
  real people and fictional  
  characters who have   
  demonstrated responsible  
  leadership and identify the  
  characteristics that have made 
  them good examples. 
  (6.2: D2) 
 

• What makes a good citizen? 
• What are the differences between roles and 

responsibilities? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. What is the impo

  Ask students to imagine 
they are puppeteers and their job is to present the 
rights and responsibilities of citizens.  Students will 
create a puppet show that will present real people 
and fictional characters demonstrating responsible 
citizenship and leadership.  The puppet show, “Get 
on The Right Track and Be Responsible!” will 
include answers to the following questions: 

2. Discuss the pros and cons of being 
responsible. (Analysis) 

rtance of knowing 
your rights?  

3. How would you compare your 
rights and responsibilities to those 
of other children in another 
community? (Analysis) 

4. What would happen if citizens in 
your community chose to be 
irresponsible? (Synthesis) 

5. How can you assess the value of 
having rights and responsibilities? 
(Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Economics 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Economic Forces (On the Job) 
 
Goal 8: The student will be able to explain how people in the school and community use goods and 

 services and make choices as both producers and consumers.  
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 8.1 People – Develop an 
awareness of the economic 
forces which influence their 
lives. Identify the difference 
between goods and services 
a family needs for everyday 
life.  Distinguish between the 
wants and needs of 
communities, families, and 
individuals.   

 (6.5: A1, A2, A4, 6.6: D1, D2) 
 
8.2 Connections - Identify and 

explain how the products 
individuals eat, wear, and use 
impact their health and safety 
and the environment.  Identify 
reasons why people save (e. 
g., buy a bike, go to college, 
buy a house, purchase a toy). 
Describe how people of 
different cultures work to earn 
income in order to satisfy their 
wants and needs. 

 (6.5: A1, A2, B1) 
 
8.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• What makes places unique and different? 

 – Define 
what it means to “save” 
money and the role money 
plays in everyday life. 

 (6.5: A3, A4) 
 

• How does where I live influence how I live? 
• What is the difference between needs and wants? 
• What are goods, and services? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How would you organize your store 
or business to show the goods or 
services that are available? 
(Application) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are opening up their own store or business.  As 
a class, brainstorm ideas and explain the 
differences between goods and services.  Invite the 
students to determine if they want to sell goods or 
provide services to the community.  Students will 
decide on a name for their store or business.  They 
will choose to create dioramas of their shops and 
offices, or create displays.  The “Grand Opening” of 
their stores and businesses will culminate with a 
presentation and will include answers to the 
following questions: 

 

2. Why do you think your store or 
business will be successful in your 
community? (Analysis) 

3. Suppose you really could open 
your own shop or office.  What 
would you do? (Synthesis) 

4. Based on what you know, how 
would you explain the need for 
these goods or services? 
(Evaluation) 

 
Assessment Model 2:  Ask students to imagine 
they are going to become community workers.  
Brainstorm a list of jobs and the worker’s roles.  
Direct students to work in groups and select one 
community helper and determine a list of 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Economics 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Economic Forces (On the Job) 
 
Goal 8: The student will be able to explain how people in the school and community use goods and 

 services and make choices as both producers and consumers.  
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

responsibilities and tools associated with the 
profession.  Each group will provide an oral 
presentation along with any posters, illustrations, 
props and uniforms.  The oral presentations will 
include answers to the following questions:       

 
1. What are the features of this 

job? (Analysis) 
2. What would happen if the 

community helper failed to 
complete his tasks? (Synthesis) 

3. How would you compare this 
particular worker to other 
workers in your community? 
(Evaluation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Economics 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Exploring Resources 

Goal 9: The student will be able to acquire an understanding about resources. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 9.1 People – Differentiate between 
 human and natural resources. 
 Describe the role of resources.  
 (6.6: E1) 
 
9.2 Connections - Identify the 
 role people have on 
 developing resources. 
 (6.6: E1, E2) 
 
9.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• Why do we need resources? 

 – Investigate 
 the influence society has in 
 terms of cause and effect on 
 renewable and nonrenewable 
 resources. 

  (6.6: E1, E2, E3) 

• What is the difference between natural and human 
resources? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How are the 3 R’s (reduce, 
reuse and recycle) connected 
to our environment? (Analysis) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are researchers and have just discovered that 
their community is running out of resources.  In 
order to conserve these natural resources, the 
entire community needs to make an effort to 
reduce, reuse, and recycle.  Students will share this 
information from their research reports at a press 
conference and demonstrate/model ways to 
conserve.  The press conference will include 
answers to the following questions:   

2. What can you point out about 
our resources? (Analysis) 

3. How would you generate a plan 
to save our natural resources? 
(Synthesis) 

4. What would you suggest that 
community members do to 
continue to? (Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Geography 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: The Land Around Us 

Goal 10: The student will be able to acquire geographical understanding by studying the environment 
 and society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 10.1 People - Identify and   
  explore different    
  ecosystems and animal   
  habitats. Identify the   
  differences in various   
  kinds of physical    
  environments. 
  (6.6: B1, B2) 
 
10.2 Connections  - Describe  
  the economic forces which  
  influence their lives.    
  Explain how changes in   
  the environment have an  
  impact on other locations. 
  (6.6: B1, B2, C1, E1, E2) 
 
10.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• How do we come to know the natural world and our 
places in it? 

 –    
  Identify dependency on   
  the physical environment  
  and how modifications can  
  be made. 
  (6.6: B1, B2) 
 

 
 

• How does location affect how we live? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How would you explain economic 
forces? (Analysis) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are newscasters on location in the East who 
are filming a documentary.  Brainstorm animal 
habitats in this area, describe the physical 
environment and identify economic forces which 
influence the students’ lives.  This documentary will 
depict how changes in the environment affect other 
areas (i.e., if there is a dry summer, it may be 
difficult to harvest crops of corn that is sent to other 
states.)  The shortage of corn may cause prices to 
increase at farm markets and the grocery stores.  
Students will determine the dependency we have 
on our physical environment.  The documentary will 
include answers to the following questions:  

2. What facts can you gather to 
differentiate our geographical 
environment as opposed to that of 
another area? (Synthesis) 

3. What could you hypothesize about 
our dependency on the physical 
environment in this area? 
(Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Geography 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Finding Our Way (The Environment and Maps) 

Goal 11: The student will be able to identify the basic characteristics of maps and globes and explain 
 basic facts. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 11.1 People –Identify the   
  differences between maps  
  and globes. Use mental   
  maps to identify locations  
  within the local community  
  and in nearby     
  communities.     
  Differentiate between   
  neighborhood, town,   
  and state. Idenfity the   
  locations of places within  
  the  community and    
  suggests why particular   
  locations are used for   
  certain human activities. 
  (6.6: A1, A2, A3) 
 
11.2 Connections  - Construct a  
  simple map of classroom,  
  home, and school.    
  compare and contrast   
  geographic features of   
  places within various   
  communities. 
  (6.6: A1, A2, A3) 
 
11.3 Ideas and Beliefs

• What story do maps and globes tell? 

 – Identify  
  the interdependence among 
  people, communities, and  
  countries through the use of 
  maps. 
  (6.6: A1, A2, A3) 

• How and why do maps and globes change? 
• How do maps provide information about people, 

places, and physical and cultural environments? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How are a map and globe alike? 
(Analysis) 

  Invite students to imagine 
they are Boy/Girl Scouts and need to construct a 
map of their town for an upcoming hike.  As a 
class/troop, brainstorm ideas about a variety of 
locations in town.  Students will differentiate 
between maps and globes, identify geographical 
features and outline the route that will need to be 
followed.  The map of the hike will include answers 
to the following questions: 
 

2. What would the result be if you 
didn’t know how to use the four 
cardinal directions to locate places? 
(Analysis) 

3. How would you explain the reason 
for using a map? (Synthesis) 

4. Devise a way to travel a safe route 
while pointing out a variety of 
geographical features and any 
challenges they may present. 
(Synthesis) 

5. How could you read and interpret 
this map? (Evaluation) 

6. How would you select the safest 
route possible? (Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Environment 
:  

Grade 1 / Social Studies 
Topic: Looking at Land and Water 

Goal 12: The student will be able to identify how individual behaviors alter the environment and how the 
 environment influences the individual with regard to air, water, and land issues. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 12.1 People –Identify the impact  
  people have on protecting our 
  natural resources.  Identify the 
  importance of Earth Day and 
  why we celebrate it.   
  (6.6: E1, E2, E3) 
 
12.2 Connections 

• Why do we have to protect our envirnoment? 

 - Identify and  
  describe the physical   
  characteristics of places.  
  Identify physical features of  
  continents and major   
  bodies of water. 
  (6.6: B1, B3, E1, E2, E3) 

 
  Oceans and continents 
  Looking at Landforms 
  Bodies of Water 

 
12.3 Ideas and Beliefs –  
  Discuss the importance of  
  Global Warming and the need 
  for conserve our resources. 
  (6,6: E1, E2, E3) 

• What does Earth Day mean to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

 
Assessment Model 1:

1. How can you compare different 
areas of land? (Analysis) 

  Ask students to imagine 
they are sculptors whose land and water sculptures 
will be displayed at an art exhibit.  As the students 
work in small groups, they will identify kinds of land 
and water in order to create models using dough or 
clay.  After the models dry, the students will paint 
and present them, as well as discuss physical 
attributes/features of the sculptures.  The sculptures 
will include answers to the following questions: 
 

2. How can you compare different 
bodies of water? (Analysis) 

3. What facts can you gather about 
the physical characteristics of 
places? (Synthesis) 

4. Why would people choose to live in 
a community near a lake or 
mountain? (Evaluation) 
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Grade 1 Social Studies 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
 
1. The student will be able to identify continuity and change in the different environments around them, including school and neighborhood, communities. 
2. The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of varying leaders and explorers throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States, and the 

world. 
3. The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of varying cultures throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States, and the world. 
4. The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship through the humanities, by studying literature, art, history and philosophy and related fields. 
5. The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship and how to participate in the constitutional system of government of the United States. 
6. The student will be able to explain the meaning of government; explain why rules and laws are needed in the school and community. 
7. The student will be able to identify individual rights and responsibilities; and use a variety of sources to learn about the functions of government and roles of 

citizens. 
8. The student will be able to explain how people in the school and community use goods and services and make choices as both producers and consumers. 
9. The student will be able to acquire an understanding about resources. 
10. The student will be able to acquire geographical understanding by studying the environment and society. 
11. The student will be able to identify the basic characteristics of maps and globes and explain basic facts.  
12. The student will be able to identify how individual behaviors alter the environment and how the environment influences the individual with regard to air, water, 

and land issues. 
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Literature and Websites Resources 

Quarter 1 – People 
 

Quarter 2 - Character Quarter 3 – Economics Quarter 4 - Geography 

Celebrating Families by Rosemarie 
Hausherr 

America by W. Nikola-Lisa The Berenstain Bears Get the 
Gimmies by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

Maps and Mapping by Barbara Taylor 

I Love My Family by Wade Hudson The Flag We Love by Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

 Let’s Investigate Marvelously 
Meaningful Maps by Madelyn Wood 
Carlisle 

Who’s In a Family? By Robert Skutch The Statue of Liberty by Lucille Recht 
Penner 

 Me On The Map by Joan Sweeney 

Who’s Who In My Family? By Loreen 
Leedy 

The Star Spangled Banner by Stuart 
Kallen 

 My Map Book by Sara Fanelli 

Arthur’s Neighborhood by Marc 
Brown 

The American Eagle by Lynda 
Sorenson 

 The Whole World In Your Hands by 
Melvin and Gilda Berger 

I Got community by Melrose Cooper    
City Green by DyAnne DiSalvvo-Ryan    
Around Town by Chris K. Soentpiet    
Jobs People Do by Christopher 
Maynard 

   

Guess Who? By Margaret Miller    
Community Helpers series 
(Bridgestone Books) 

   

Do You Want to By My Friend? By 
Eric Carle 

   

    

Create a family book 
http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/page
s/370.shtml  

http://kidsvotingusa.org/ 
 

(Explore different jobs) 
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/g1/u3/i
ndex.html 
 

Over 50 Websites for Maps 
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/SS-
units/maps.htm 
 

Schools – Past/Present 
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/g1/u1/i
ndex.html 

http://www.afda.oz.au/cs/flg 
 

(Resource riddles) 
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/g1/u4/i
ndex.html 
 

 

President’s Day 
http://www.akidsheart.com/holidays/pr
es/presday.htm  

   

Helps ID holidays and months 
http://www.sfsocialstudies.com/g1/u5/i
ndex.html 
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Whitehouse 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
Many sites about famous people. 
http://classroom.jc-schools.net/SS-
units/famous.htm 
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