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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 
Mission 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
 Our philosophy is to provide children with many opportunities to experience a quality education. While our educational programs take into 

account the physical, social and emotional needs of our students, the primary educational focus continues to be largely academic in nature. Emphasis 
is upon acquiring a strong foundation in all subject areas; developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills; and fostering attitudes of social 
awareness, civic responsibility and cultural enrichment. Students also have many opportunities for classroom and individual use of computers with 
up-to-date software and access to the Internet. 
 

Educational Goals 
 

 The fourth grade course in Social Studies correlates with our school goals.  In order to develop as effective members of a democratic society, 
students must understand their historical heritage and see themselves as part of a large human adventure in time and place.  They must appreciate and 
understand the past and apply the lessons they have learned to the present and to their lives today.  They must also understand other cultures and 
learn to accept and respect lifestyles different from their own.  Tools in their possession must include a wide range of decision-making and 
interpersonal skills as well as those traditionally associated with Social Studies.   
 

The fourth grade Social Studies course will provide a focus on the geographic, historic and cultural understanding of New Jersey and the 
United States.  Students will make connections to cultural traditions and heritages that contribute to the diversity of our country by learning about the    
Lenape Native American Tribes and the Early Colonial Settlers.  Primary and secondary source historical documents will be viewed, analyzed and 
discussed to promote a rich historical understanding with a deep appreciation for democratic citizenship.  Thus, students will grow to become 
informed, active and responsible citizens in our American democratic republic and will learn the value of participation in the constitutional system of 
government in New Jersey and the United States.   
 

This curriculum was written in accordance with the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies and the New Jersey 
Holocaust/Genocide guidelines.   

 6



 

New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies were revised in 2006.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district 
servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm

 
 
 

NJ Educational Mandates: 
 
The core mission of the New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education is to promote Holocaust education in the State of New 
Jersey. On a continual basis, the Commission shall survey the status of Holocaust Education; design, encourage and promote the 
implementation of Holocaust and genocide education and awareness; provide programs in New Jersey; and coordinate designated 
events that will provide appropriate memorialization of the Holocaust on a regular basis throughout the state. 
http://www.state.nj.us/njded/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html
 
 The Amistad Bill (A1301), calls on “New Jersey schools to incorporate African-American history into their Social Studies curriculum.” 
Passed by the New Jersey legislature in 2002, “The Amistad Bill” created the Amistad Commission, a 22- member body charged with 
ensuring that the rich heritage and lessons of black America are fully represented and taught throughout the state’s classrooms.   
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/
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Social Studies Grade 4 

Scope 
 
 

Social 
Studies 
Grade 4

Civics 6.2
Politics, 

Government,
International 
Education, 
Democracy, 
Citizenship

World History 
6.3

Birth of 
Civilization to 

1000 BCE,
Early Societies

Economics 6.5
Economic 

Literacy and 
Societal ImpactGeography 6.6

World in spatial 
terms, Places & 

Regions, Physical
& Human Systems,

Environment

Language 
Arts

Literacy
3.1-3.5

 
 
 
 
 
 

* Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ lives.  
Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. * Current events and current day geography will be integrated 
in a meaningful way into the Grade 4 course of study rather than taught in isolation.   
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Social Studies-Grade 4 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 
 

Quarter I- Geography    
I. Map Skills of New Jersey   
a. Government-  Explore physical and political maps to identify resources in 

New Jersey and the United States; discuss thematic maps as they relate to 
New Jersey. 

b. People- Apply map skills to travel to New Jersey vacation destinations;  
identify how populations change the land; compare physical characteristics 
of places and regions in New Jersey and how these features and climate 
affect New Jersey citizens; explain how people depend on the physical 
environment and how it can be modified. 

c. Ideas-  Explain regional changes over time and physical and human 
characteristics in places in New Jersey. 

d. Geography- Identify, define and apply key map skills in relation to New 
Jersey and where students live; recognize the difference between maps and 
globes. 

e. Economics-  Discuss,  recognize and distinguish between natural, and 
renewable and non-renewable resources in daily life. 

f. Current Events-   Recognize and identify various maps by reading the class 
TFK magazine, Scholastic News, local newspapers or the Junior Atlas; 
construct a simple map that reflects current, local geographic regions 
experiencing conflict. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
* Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ 
lives.  Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the 
needs of all students. * Current events and current day geography will 
be integrated into the grade 4 course of study rather than taught in 
isolation.   
 

II. Regions and Resources 
a. Government-  Use physical and political maps to identify resources and 

governments in New Jersey and the United States.  
b. People- Apply map skills to traveling to vacation spots in the United States; 

explore how students can make a difference in their environment. 
c. Ideas-  Explain regional changes over time and physical and human 

characteristics in places in the United States.  
d. Geography- Identify, define and apply key map skills such as key, scale, and 

compass rose, and landforms, including mountain ranges, cities, and rivers; 
read an elevation map. 

e. Economics- Explain how State and National Parks and beaches are 
maintained and funded. 

f. Current Events-   Recognize and identify various map skills by reading the 
class TFK magazine, Scholastic News, local newspapers or the Junior Atlas 
that reflects current geographic regions experiencing conflict. 
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Quarter II- Settlement    
I. Native Americans:  The First People of New Jersey           
a. Government-Understand the life of a Lenape Village. 
b. People-  Discuss the heritage of the Lenape through their traditions. 
c. Ideas-  Explain the factors that contributed to the conflicts between the 

Lenape and European settlers; discuss the beliefs and values of the 
Lenape.  

d. Geography- Identify and trace the origins and routes of early New Jersey 
Native Americans; locate and discuss current towns and cities in New 
Jersey that were once inhabited by the Lenape. 

e. Economics-  Compare how goods and services of the Lenape were 
acquired and contrast how goods and resources are acquired today.   

f. Current Events-  Discuss current tribes and reservations of the Lenape;  
describe current historical sites and landmarks that were once inhabited by 
the Lenape. 

 

II. Colonial New Jersey & Explorers 
a. Government-  Discuss how New Jersey was split into east and west;  identify 

New Jersey Assemblies and how a constitution governs a colony/country. 
b. People-  Discuss the interaction between early explorers and the Lenape. 
c. Ideas-  Discuss and describe the need for early New Jersey exploration; 

organize events on a timeline and how they apply to the marking of time 
including years, decades, centuries and generations using events in Colonial 
New Jersey and British Colonial North America.   

d. Geography-  Trace the exact routes that explorers took by identifying the lines 
of latitude, longitude and the prime meridian. 

e. Economics-  Compare how goods and services of the Colonial settlers have 
evolved over time.    

f. Current Events-  Explain how present events are connected to the past.  
 

III.  The American Revolution 
a. Government-  Identify key factors leading to the American Revolution and 

New Jersey’s role in this conflict; identify key principles embodied in the 
U.S. Constitution, and discuss their application in specific situations; 
compare and contrast the US Constitution the NJ Constitution.  

b. People-  Analyze reasons why Revolutionary leaders fought for 
independence from England; discuss the Quakers and how they 
established much of northern New Jersey; key developers of the 
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence; identify rights and 
responsibilities of citizens. 

c. Ideas-  Analyze important primary source documents including the Pledge 
of Allegiance, the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the 
New Jersey Constitution; identify state and national symbols and 
monuments. 

d. Geography-  Discuss the role of key cities/locations during the American 
Revolution period; locate and label the 13 American Colonies and the  
proximity from England. 

e. Economics-  Discuss the economic ramifications of the war on the colonists. 
f. Current Events-  Draw a parallel between current issues and basic 

principles of the Constitution;  compare and contrast war strategies from the 
past to the present. 

          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ 
lives.  Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the 
needs of all students. * Current events and current day geography will be 
integrated into the grade 4 course of study rather than taught in 
isolation.   
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Quarter III- Growth of a Nation and New Jersey 

III. Challenges of Building the Garden State                                               
.          a.   Government-  Explain New Jersey reforms and suffrage;    
                 discuss the establishment of free public schools and improved 
                 healthcare. 
           b.   People-  Explain how people and goods moved across   
                 New Jersey in the early 1800’s; identify the key role of women 
           c.   Ideas-  Make comparisons and form conclusions regarding the  
                 growth of transportation and industry and compare daily life     
           d.  Geography-  Describe New Jersey as an early 1800 crossroad;   
           e.  Economics-  Identify new methods of transportation and identify  
                 the growth of industry and its impact on the economy. 
           f.   Current Events-  Analyze, compare and contrast colonial    
                education to present day public education. 

IV.   Immigration 
 a. Government-  Describe Immigration to Ellis Island and the process of  
                  citizenship.    
   b. People-  Describe immigrant communities; discuss diversity and  
                 heritage throughout different cultures;  compare and contrast  
                 American student culture with student cultures around the world. 
             c. Ideas-  Evaluate the importance of traditions and values; discuss  
                 how people with diverse backgrounds can work together to solve 
                 common problems and how today’s immigrants can help one  
                 another; analyze the purposes of the United Nations as a symbolic  
                 working model of cooperative government. 
    d. Geography-  Locate countries of students’ origins on a world map;  
                 compare/contrast these cultures using maps, globes, and charts for  
                 recording data. 
             e. Economics-  Describe how industry expanded following immigration.    
 f.  Current Events-  Identify current issues that have global impact; use  
                 historical facts to draw conclusions. 
 
 
 
 

V.    New Jersey’s Economy Today 
             a.  Government-  Identify the free enterprise system. 
             b.  People-   Discuss how inventions impacted the lives of the inventors 
                  and how they changed society at the time. 
   c.  Ideas-   Analyze lessons that can be learned through free enterprise, 
                  entrepreneurship, and competition.        
             d.  Geography-  Identify and practice interpreting time zone maps;  
                  discuss how the Internet helps New Jersey companies do more   
                  business. 
             e.  Economics-  Describe what goods and services make New Jersey’s 
                  economy strong; discuss how technology impacts how we  
                  live today; describe tourism. 
              f.  Current Events-  Discuss articles and advertisements pertaining to  
                  New Jersey and why it is a good place to start a business. 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ 
lives.  Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the 
needs of all students. * Current events and current day geography will 
be integrated into the grade 4 course of study rather than taught in 
isolation.   
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Quarter IV- New Jersey Now 
IX.  Civics and Government 
 a.  Government-  Define and explain the functions of the three branches 
                  of federal, state, and local government; explain how local  
                  governments work for the people in our communities. 
 b.  People-   Identify the current U. S. President, Congressmen, Judges, 
                 Governor and Mayor; explain the rights and responsibilities of a  
                  citizen such as voting, jury duty, etc. 
 c.  Ideas-   Describe characteristics of an effective rule or law and why  
                  they are important; recognize and gain respect for New Jersey  
                  symbols and the U.S.Constitution.       
             d.  Geography-  Analyze and explain that the world is divided into many  
                  nations consisting of territory and people. 
             e.  Economics-  Identify budget-planning for spending the municipality  
                  funds. 
             f.  Current Events-Identify and describe local civic organizations; 
                 explain how present events are connected to the past by reading   
                 current periodicals and newspapers.                                          
 

X. People and Culture of New Jersey 
 a. Government-  Describe New Jersey as a leader in education.  
 b.  People-  Identify the ethnicity of population; identify writers, artists  
                  and performers from New Jersey. 
             c.  Ideas-  Recognize and gain respect for New Jersey symbols and  
                 N. J. Constitution. 
 d. Geography-  Describe characteristics of a megalopolis and the  
                  populations of regions  (urban, suburban and rural);  
                  research New Jersey’s 21 counties (New Jersey Cake).   
              e. Economics-  Identify spectator sports and the parks, forests,  
                  of the New Jersey Shore and its history; identify public schools and  
                  what they provide to the economy.  
  f.  Current Events-  Discuss up to date issues that presently affect New  
                 Jersey; integrate research skills for locating fact and data about  
                  New Jersey. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Social Studies will be taught as a broad-field with an emphasis on 
problem solving, real-world application, and connection to students’ 
lives.  Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the 
needs of all students. * Current events and current day geography will 
be integrated into the grade 4 course of study rather than taught in 
isolation.   
 

 

 



 
 

Topic:  Map Skills of New Jersey  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4th Grade Level/Social Studies 

Goal 1: The student will acquire a geographic understanding through the study of New         
Jersey history. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology 
/ Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

13 1.1 Government-  Explore physical and political 
maps to identify resources and governments in 
New Jersey and the United States; discuss 
thematic maps (climate, population, 
precipitation, etc.) as they relate to New Jersey 
(6.6.A.1). 

 
1.2 People- Apply map skills to travel and tourism 

in New Jersey; identify how populations 
change the land; compare the physical 
characteristics of places and regions in New 
Jersey and how features and climate affect 
New Jersey citizens; explain how people 
depend on the physical environment and how 
they modify it (6.6.B.1,B.2, D.2). 

 
1.3 Ideas-  Demonstrate an understanding of the 

spatial concepts of locational distance, 
direction, scale, region and movement; explain 
regional changes over time and physical  and 
human characteristics in places in New Jersey 
(6.6.A.3, B.1). 

 
1.4 Geography- Identify, define and apply key map 

skills in relation to New Jersey and identify 
where students live; recognize the difference 
between maps and globes (6.6.B.1,B.2,C.1). 

 
 
 

• What sites would students include in a 
one week tour of New Jersey? Why? 

• In what ways are natural resources 
important to New Jersey and how can 
they be conserved? 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models 
provided in this document are 
suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop 
his/her own model, it must be of 
equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels 
(as noted in parentheses).  
 
 

Assessment Model:  Students will imagine 
they are the owner of a travel agency.  
Students will create an interesting travel 
brochure of New Jersey to entice visitors 
to our state, and assist new residents. The 
brochure will contain an illustrated cover, 
including a map of New Jersey,  the 
counties, articles and illustrations about 
New Jersey with captions for each picture. 
Completed student work should include 
the answers to the following questions: 

       (Application, Analysis & Evaluation) 
1. What landform and climate have the 

greatest impact on tourism? (Analysis 
& Evaluation) 

2. What are the major waterways and 
why are they important to New 
Jersey? (Knowledge & Analysis)  

3. What is the most historic site in New 
Jersey? Why? (Analysis & Evaluation) 

4. Create an ad in their brochure of their 
favorite place to persuade others to 
visit New Jersey. (Synthesis) 
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Topic:  Map Skills of New Jersey  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4th Grade Level/Social Studies 

Goal 1: The student will acquire a geographic understanding through the study of New         
Jersey history. 

Su
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d 
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f 
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st
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ct
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n 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology 
/ Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

1.5  Economics- Discuss, recognize and 
distinguish between natural, renewable and 
non-renewable resources in daily life 
(6.6.E.1,E.2).  

1.6 Current Events-   Recognize and identify 
various maps through the use of newspapers, 
Junior Atlas, Time For Kids, and Scholastic 
News;  (www.scholasticnews.com); construct a 
simple map (6.6.A.1,A.2,A.3,A.4,A,5,B.3). 

 

 
• Technology: 

http://thegateway.org
www.askeric.org/cgibin/lessons.cgi/so
cialstudies/geograghy
www.UnitedStreaming.com (view 
various videos) 
www.ip.org/youth/stateknowgeography
.state.gov/htmls/chal4frame.html
www.Googleearth.com
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Topic:  Regions and Resources Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

2   The student will acquire a geographical understanding by studying the United States and 
the world in spatial terms. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

14 2. 1   Government-  Use physical and political 
maps to identify resources and governments 
in New Jersey and in the United States  
(6.6.A.1.) 
 
2.2    People-  Apply map skills to tourism in 
the United States; explore how students can 
make a difference in their environment  
(6.4.A.6., 6.6.A.4.). 
 
2.3    Ideas-  Explain regional changes over 
time and physical and human characteristics 
in places in the United States (6.6.B.2.). 
 
2.4   Geography- Identify, define and apply 
key map skills in the United States on a U.S. 
map; locate landforms (mountain ranges, 
cities, rivers, etc) and parts of a map such as 
key, scale, and compass rose; read an 
elevation map (6.6.A.4., 6.6.A.5., 6.6.B.1, 
6.6C.1.). 
 
2.5  Economics- Explain how State and 
National Parks and beaches are maintained 
and funded 
 (6.5.B.1). 
 
2.6  Current Events-   Recognize and identify 
various maps by reading the class TFK 
magazine, Scholastic News, local newspapers 
or the Junior Atlas (6.1.A.3.). 

• How does the land affect the way people 
live? 

• How do people change the land? 
• What is special about each region of the 

United States? 
 

 
 

 
Assessment Model 1 : Ask students to imagine 
they are an alien leader in a galaxy that they 
have been forced to leave.  Students will need to 
find a new country in which to live with their 
people. As a creative cartographer, students will 
design their own country with a theme of 
students’ choice, such as “Flowerland”. Student 
mapwork will include: a map key, a scale of 
miles, lines of latitude and longitude, a compass 
rose, landforms and features such as: cities and 
towns, states, mountains,  rivers,  islands, 
boundaries,  lakes,  peninsulas, oceans and 
bays, parks, beaches that would make the 
country unique.  The map will also include the 
answers to the following questions:  
 (Synthesis) 
1 Identify and describe the major landforms 

and other features of each region. 
(Application) 

2 Decide the region in which students will 
locate their capital city. Students must 
justify their decision? (Application, Analysis 
& Evaluation) 

3 What role will the major bodies of water 
play in the students country and why? 
(Analysis) 

4 What are major natural resources of the 
country and why will they need these to 
prosper? (Analysis) 

OR 
 

 15



Topic:  Regions and Resources Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

2   The student will acquire a geographical understanding by studying the United States and 
the world in spatial terms. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
Assessment Model  2:   Ask students to 
imagine they are in a new school and it is 
the beginning of the year.  The principal 
makes an announcement about a contest 
that would entitle them to win a free trip to 
any amusement park of their choice within 
the United States.  In order to win the 
contest, students need to write a paragraph 
explaining why they decided to choose this 
particular location, and will then create a 
map of the United States which will 
demonstrates student knowledge and 
understanding by responding to the following 
questions:  See Assessment Model I 
Questions. 

• Technology: 
http://thegateway.org
www.askeric.org/cgibin/lessons.cgi/socialstu
dies/geography
(Map Making) 
www.ipl.org/youth/stateknow
www.Googleearth.com

       Register class on www.epals.com and 
communicate with other classrooms from 
around the world 

       www.geocities.com
       www.Unitedstreaming.com
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Topic: Native Americans:  The First People of New Jersey  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

3  The student will acquire a historical and cultural understanding of the first Native Americans 
and Early Settlers in New Jersey and will be able to identify cultural traditions and the 
human heritage that contributes to the diversity of this country. 
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n Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

14 3.1 Government-  Understand life in a 
Lenape Village (6.1.A.5, 6.1.A.6., 6.4.A, 
B.1). 

3.2 People-  Discuss the interaction 
between early explorers and the 
Lenape; discuss the heritage of the 
Lenape through their traditions; 
Analyze and compare family life in a 
community of the past to life in a 
community of the present; discuss the 
history of their community, including the 
origins of its name, groups and 
individuals who lived there  (6.2.E.6, 
6.4 A). 

3.3 Ideas-  Explain the factors that 
contributed to the conflicts between the 
Lenapes and the European Settlers; 
explain how the Lenape passed down 
customs through oral tradition, 
literature, songs and celebrations  
(6.1.A.5.,6.2.E.6, 6.2.E.8., 6.4.A.5, 
6.4.B.8). 

3.4 Geography-  Locate current towns and 
cities in New Jersey that were once 
inhabited by the Lenape (6.4.A.4). 

3.5 Economics-  Compare how goods and 
services of the Lenape were acquired 
and how they are acquired today 
(6.1.A.5, 6.1.A.6, 6.2.A.5, 6.4.B.8, 
6.5.A.1., 6.5.A.4, 6.5.B.2). 

 
3.6- Current Events-  Discuss current tribes 

1. How does learning about diverse 
peoples, ideas and cultures help you 
get along with others that are different 
from yourself? 

2. Why did people make journeys to New 
Jersey? 

3. How did the Lenape use resources in 
their environment to improve their life? 

 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Model:  Direct students to imagine 
their biggest dream is to become a worldly 
traveler.  They will go to bed one night, and when 
they awaken, they will find themselves back in 
time in a Lenape Village living with a family.  Their 
family needs assistance to prepare for a huge 
feast.  As they are tending to their chores, they 
are suddenly brought back to their home in the 
21st century.  Since the students do not want to 
forget any of the details of their experience, they 
immediately begin to create a diorama of their 
journey back in time.  Their follow-up oral 
presentation of the diorama will include the 
answers to the following questions: 
 (Comprehension & Analysis) 
 
1.  How did the environment impact the lifestyle of 

            the Lenape?   
2.  How did the Lenape dress express their 
     culture or lifestyle? 
3.  How did the region in which the Lenape lived 
     impact the food they produced and  
     consumed? 
4.  How did the Lenape’s belief system impact 
     their daily life? 
5. How was the daily life of a Lenape youth 

different from student life? 
• Technology: 
www.unitedstreaming.com
www.proteacher.com
www.usgennet.org/usa/nj/state/Lenape.htm
www.state.nj.us/hangout/dinosite/lenape.html
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http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
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Topic: Native Americans:  The First People of New Jersey  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

3  The student will acquire a historical and cultural understanding of the first Native Americans 
and Early Settlers in New Jersey and will be able to identify cultural traditions and the 
human heritage that contributes to the diversity of this country. 
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Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

        and reservations; describe current 
        historical sites and landmarks that     
        were once inhabited by the Lenape    
       (6.1.A.1., 6.1.A.5, 6.4.A.6.). 
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Topic:  Colonial New Jersey Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

4 The student will acquire a historical, cultural, and philosophical understanding of the 
societal ideas and forces that the Europeans brought to New Jersey during 
colonization. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

17  4.1. Government-  Discuss how New Jersey was 
divided into east and west; identify New 
Jersey Assemblies and how a constitution 
governs a colony/country (6.2.B.1., 6.4.B.4). 

 
4.2. People-  Discuss the interaction between 

early explorers and the Lenape; identify the 
origin of explorers (6.4.A, 6.4.B.1.).    

 
4.3. Ideas-  Discuss the need for exploration;  

organize events on a timeline and 
demonstrate how they apply to time including 
years, decades, centuries and generations 
(events in Colonial New Jersey and British 
Colonial North America) (6.1.A.2, A.4.). 

 
4.4.Geography-  Follow routes that explorers 

took;  Identify the lines of latitude, longitude 
and the prime meridian, and what they are 
used for (6.4.A.5; 6.6.A.6). 

 
4.5 Economics- Compare how goods and  
       services of the Colonial Settlers have  
       evolved over time (6.5.A.1., 6.5.B.2). 
 
4.6.Current Events-  Explain how present events 

are connected to the past (6.1.A.1., 6.5.A.1). 
  

1. What was the impact and effect of 
English rule in New Jersey? 

2. How did the colonial settlement in 
America inspire change in the 
government? 

3. How was life in a New Jersey colony 
the same as today? 

 

Assessment Model:   Assessment Model Direct 
students to imagine they are a British lad/lass who 
stumbled across a treasure map in the new world.  
They’ve set sail to locate the treasure.  Students 
will create a board game of New Jersey mapping a 
route from landing on the shore to locating the 
treasure.  Using dice, cards, spinners, game board 
pieces, crayons, markers, cardboard, rulers, 
stickers, question cards/answers, students will 
demonstrate how Native Americans and explorers 
treated the land and how they resided.  Rules, 
objectives and a title are among the materials and 
ideas that may help to develop the game.  The 
following questions should be answered in creating 
this game: 

1. What places are students exploring 
and where are they located on the 
map? (Comprehension & Application) 

2. Who explored the new land and who 
are its inhabitants? ((Comprehension 
& Application) 

3. Identify lines of latitude, longitude, 
meridians, compass rose, and scale 
on the boardgame. (Application) 

4. There was a need to explore in the 
past.  What are some reasons for 
exploration today? (Comprehension) 
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Topic:  Colonial New Jersey Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

4 The student will acquire a historical, cultural, and philosophical understanding of the 
societal ideas and forces that the Europeans brought to New Jersey during 
colonization. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Technology: 
www.u-s-history.com/pages/h591.html
www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_history_of_New_

Jersey
www.usgennet.org/usa/topic/colonial/book/chap7

_3.html
www.unitedstreaming.com
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http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h591.html
http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_history_of_New_Jersey
http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonial_history_of_New_Jersey
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/topic/colonial/book/chap7_3.html
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/topic/colonial/book/chap7_3.html
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/


 
Topic:  The American Revolution  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

5   The student will acquire a historical understanding of the political and diplomatic ideas, 
forces, and institutions throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States and the 
world. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

15 5.1 Government-  Evaluate New Jersey’s role 
in the war;  identify key principles 
embodied in the U.S. Constitution, and 
discuss their application in specific 
situations; compare and contrast the US 
Constitution and the NJ Constitution 
(6.2.B1). 

 
5.2 People-  Sumnmarize reasons why 

Revolutionary leaders fought for 
independence from England; discuss the 
Quakers and how they established much 
of northern New Jersey; explain key 
developers of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence; identify the 
rights and responsibilities of citizens 
(6.2.A.2, 6.2.B.1, 6.2.C.1, 6.4.B.2). 

5.3 Ideas-  Identify key factors leading up to 
the war; Analyze and cite the principles 
and beliefs of important historical primary 
source documents including the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the Declaration of 
Independence, the Bill of Rights, and the 
New Jersey Constitution;  identify state 
and national symbols and monuments 
(6.2.A.3, 6.2.A.6, 6.2.B.1,  6.2.B.2, 6.2.B.3)

5.4  Geography-  Discuss the role of key cities 
and locations during the war; discuss the 
13 Colonies and their proximity to England 
and to each other (6.1.A.4., 6.1.B.3, 
6.1.B.4). 

5.5 Economics-  Discuss the economic 

1. What is a “right”? 
2. What is the purpose of the 

Constitution? 
3. What prompted the writing of the 

Constitution? 
4. How did the Constitution change 

life? 

Assessment Model:  In the middle of the 1700’s, 
France and Britain were fighting over their North 
American colonies.  In 1776, the 13 British colonies 
decided to break away from Great Britain.  New Jersey 
played a major role in the American Revolution.  The 
student is an editor of a major newspaper in New 
Jersey and will write an article about this historical time 
period.  Students author this article based on the point 
of view of either a Patriot or a Loyalist by answering  
the following questions in their article: 

1. What events may be identified as the 
causes and effects of the Revolution? 
(Analysis) 

2. What compromises were made? 
(Knowledge) 

3. Evaluate the following statement:  “New 
Jersey played an important role in the 
American Revolution.”  Provide and 
explain your opinion. (Evaluation) 

4. What impact did the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights have on freedom of the 
press? (Analysis) 

5. Does “too much” freedom of the press 
exist? Explain. (Evaluation, Analysis) 

6. Would the King of England consider the 
colonists to be terrorists if the “Revolution” 
happened today? Students should defend 
their responses. (Evaluation, Analysis) 
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Topic:  The American Revolution  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

5   The student will acquire a historical understanding of the political and diplomatic ideas, 
forces, and institutions throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States and the 
world. 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

ramifications of the war on the colonists 
(6.2.E.2). 

5.6  Current Events-  Draw a parallel between 
current “Revolutions” and the basic 
principles of the U.S. Constitution; Analyze 
and compare and contrast war strategies 
from the past to the present (6.2.C.1., 
6.2.E.2.). 

 

 
• Technology: 
www.doublegv.com/ggv/NJrev.html
www.scc.rutgers.edu/njh/AmericanRevolution/
www.nps.gov/crossroads/chrono.htm
http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_ 
Jersey_during_the_American_Revolution 
www.surfnetkids.com/american_revolution.htm
www.americanrevwar.homestead.com/files/BATT
LES.HTM
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http://www.doublegv.com/ggv/NJrev.html
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Topic: Challenges of Building the Garden State Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

6   The student will gain an understanding of the geographical, philosophical and historical 
growth of transportation improvements, early industries and reforms of the 1800’s.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

 6.1  Government - Explain New Jerseyan 
reforms and suffrage; Analyze and discuss 
the establishment of free public schools 
and improved healthcare (6.2.B.3., 
6.2.C.2.).  

6.2  People- Explain how people and goods 
moved across New Jersey in the early 
1800’s;  identify the key role women 
played (6.2.A.1., 6.2.E.7., 6.6.B.4.). 

6.3 Ideas-  Identify comparisons and form 
conclusions regarding the growth of 
transportation and industry and daily life in 
the 1800’s (6.6.B.4., 6.6.D.1.). 

6.4 Geography- Describe how New Jersey 
was a crossroads during the early 1800’s;  
utilize a map scale to measure distances 
on a map (6.6.A.2., 6.6.A.3.). 

6.5  Economics-  Identify new methods of 
transportation in the 1800’s and compare 
them to present time; analyze the growth 
of industry and its impact on the economy 
(6.4.B.7., 6.6.B.4., 6.6.D.1.). 

6.6 Current Events-  Compare and contrast 
colonial education to present day public 
education (6.1.A.1., 6.6.B.2., 6.6.D.1.). 

 

• What major changes took place in New 
Jersey between 1787 and 1834? 

• How do some of the problems from the 
1800’s s remain with us today? 

• How did the geography of New Jersey 
impact the growth of transportation and 
industry during colonial times? 

 

Assessment Model:  Students will imagine 
they are a famous Hollywood producer and  
need to create an animated documentary 
about the growth of New Jersey in the 1800’s.  
They will create a timeline that includes the 
following topics: transportation improvements, 
early industries, reforms, and famous people.  
The students’ timeline should also include the 
answers to the following questions: 

1. What were the most important goods 
manufactured in New Jersey? Defend 
this answer. (Analysis, Evaluation) 

2. What was the most important cause 
for factories being built in New 
Jersey? Why? (Analysis, Evaluation) 

3. Which reforms in the 1800’s helped 
make New Jersey a better place for 
its people today? (Analysis) 

 
• Technology: 
www.aboutnewjersey.com/
www.pr.state.az.us/Parks/parkhtml/mcfarl
and.html
www.unitedstreaming.com
www.answers.com/topic/new-jersey
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Topic:  Immigration Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

7  The students gain an understanding of the geographical, historical and philosophical beliefs of 
various cultures throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States and the world. 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 7.1  Government-  Describe immigration to 
Ellis Island and the process of citizenship 
(6.2.A.5., 6.2.D.3.6.4.A.3., 6.4.A.6., 
6.4.B.6.). 
 
7.2   People-   Describe immigrant 
communities; discuss diversity and heritage 
throughout different cultures; compare and 
contrast student culture with cultures around 
the world (6.2.E.7., 6.2.E.9, 6.4.A.5.,  
6.4.A.6., 6.4.B.6.).  
 
7.3    Ideas-  Evaluate the importance of 
traditions and values; discuss how people 
with diverse backgrounds work together to 
solve common problems; discuss how 
today’s immigrants can help one another; 
outline the purposes of the United Nations 
(6.2.E.4., 6.4.A.5, 6.4.A.6). 
    
7.4   Geography-   Locate countries of 
students’ origins on a world map; compare 
and contrast student cultures with cultures 
around the world by using maps and globes 
(6.6.A.5., 6.6.D.2.). 
 
7.5  Economics- Describe how industry 
expanded after immigration (6.6.B.2, 
6.6.B.4). 
 
 
 
 

• How did life change in New Jersey 
during the time of immigration?   

• What is the significance of Ellis Island? 
• What impact does learning about 

immigration have on you and your 
family culture today? 

 

• Assessment Model:   Students will imagine they are 
an immigrant coming to Ellis Island from their 
homeland.  Students will write lyrics to a song or 
author a poem about what it felt like to be leaving 
friends, family and a country (students can choose 
the country from their own family ancestry). Their 
stanzas should include the answers to the following 
questions: 
 (Synthesis) 

1. What was daily life like as an immigrant? 
(Comprehension)  

2. Identify any discrimination observed.  What is the 
students’ opinion of this?  (Comprehension & 
Evaluation)) 

3. How did students communicate with the other 
immigrants who did not speak their language and 
why did the students choose that method? 
(Application & Evaluation) 

4. How does diversity make a country stronger? 
(Analysis & Evaluation) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 24



Topic:  Immigration Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

7  The students gain an understanding of the geographical, historical and philosophical beliefs of 
various cultures throughout the history of New Jersey, the United States and the world. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

7.6  Current Events-  Identify current issues 
that might have global impact; explore 
historical facts to draw conclusions 
(6.1.A.6., 6.2.E.5.).                                    

 
• Technology: 
www.ellisisland.com
www.ellisisland.org
(Virtual Tour of Ellis Island Museum) 
www.unitedstreaming.com
http://teacher.scholastic.com/immigrat/ellis/index.htm
(Virtual Tour of Ellis Island) 
www.state.nj.us/njpeople/town.html
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Topic: New Jersey’s Economy Today:  Growth and Change Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

8 The student will be able to identify the geographic/ economic impact of New Jersey  and 
will compare the economy of New Jersey to the global economy. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 8.1 Government-   Identify the free enterprise 
system (6.5.A.7., 6.5.B.2). 

 
8.2 People-   Describe entrepreneurs and 

investors (6.5.A.7.). 
 
8.3  Ideas-  Analyze lessons that can be learned 

through free enterprise, entrepreneurship, 
and competition (6.5.A.7). 

 
8.4 Geography-   Identify and practice 

interpreting  time zone maps; discuss how 
the Internet helps New Jersey companies do 
more business (6.1.A.3., 6.5.A.7., 6.6.A.6). 

 
8.5 Economics-  Describe what goods and 

services make New Jersey’s economy 
strong; discuss how technology is important 
to how we live today  (6.1.A.3., 6.5.B.2., 
6.5.A.7). 

 
8.6 Current Events-   Discuss articles and 

advertisements pertaining to New Jersey 
and why it is a good place to start a business 
(6.5.B.2.). 

• What are some of the most 
important identifiable elements of 
New Jersey’s economy that impact 
your life today? 

• What goods and services make 
New Jersey’s economy strong and 
how we are individually affected by 
these? 

 

Assessment Model:  Students will imagine they 
are an entrepreneur establishing a new 
profitable business to help increase the economy 
of New Jersey.  Students will be assigned three 
business associates and given a beginning start 
up capital of $100,000.00.  They will be 
responsible for preparing a written proposal of 
their business. Students must include the 
following information in their proposal:  The 
name of the business, the product/service that 
will be provided, identification of the community 
needs, the target consumers, advertising costs, 
start-up costs, cost of product/service, and 
number of employees.  The students will also 
present an oral presentation to “sell” their 
business venture to business investors 
(classmates).  Students will be required to 
address the following questions: (Application & 
Synthesis) 

1. How will technology positively and negatively 
impact the revenue of your business? 
(Comprehension & Analysis) 

2. How does analyzing a business strategy help us 
to understand classroom organizational skills 
that are essential to building success?    
(Analysis & Evaluation) 

3. Why would learning about other companies help 
students to own a business in the future? 
(Analysis & Evaluation) 
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Topic: New Jersey’s Economy Today:  Growth and Change Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

8 The student will be able to identify the geographic/ economic impact of New Jersey  and 
will compare the economy of New Jersey to the global economy. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 
 

• Technology: 
www.scholasticnews.com
www.unitedstreaming.com
www.econedlink.org
www.younginvestor.com
www.ipl.org/youth/stateknow
www.econ.ag.gov/epubs/other/usfact
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Topic: Civics and Government  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

9 The student will be able to be an informed, active and responsible citizen in the 
American democratic republic and will become active participants in the 
constitutional system of government of the United States and New Jersey.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 9.1 Government-  Define the branches of federal, 
state, and local powers; recognize that 
government exists at the community, county, 
state and federal levels (6.1.A.4; 6.2.A.3). 

9.2 People-  Explain the rights and 
responsibilities of a citizen:  Voting, jury duty, 
workers, consumers and community 
residents; recognize national, state and local 
legislators and government officials and 
explain how to contact them for help or to 
express an opinion; identify aspects of culture 
and heritage presented in literature, art, 
music, sport or the media 
(6.1.A.5,6.2.A.4,6.2.D1,D2, 6.2.E.8). 

9.3 Ideas-   Organize events in a time line and 
apply their knowledge to include the 
understanding of years, decades and 
centuries; describe the characteristics of an 
effective rule or law (achieves purpose, clear, 
fair, protects rights and the common good); 
differentiate between power and authority; 
explain why it is important for nations to 
communicate and resolve disagreements 
through peaceful means; define stereotyping 
and how it impacts self-image and 
interpersonal relationships; recognize and 
gain respect for New Jersey symbols and 
Constitution 

          (6.1.A2, 6.2.A1, A2, 6.2.E.3,6.2.E11 ). 
 
9.4 Geography- Explain that the world is divided 

• What are the local 
responsibilities of a citizen of 
your community, the United 
States, and the global 
community? 

• Identify how the local, state and 
national governments have an 
impact the individual and family. 

• Assessment Model:  The students will imagine that 
their classroom has been converted into its own 
local government, including the election for 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer; and the Three Branches of 
Government.  The students will vote on several 
bills that they would like to pass in the classroom 
after agreeing on a collaborative “Class Bill of 
Rights.”  The full election process will be 
incorporated in the classroom, using any approved 
materials, and programs such as Kids Voting New 
Jersey. The following questions will be answered 
through classroom discussion: 
 (Application) 

1. What is freedom? (Analysis & Evaluation) 
2. Identify what makes a rule fair. (Analysis) 
3. What factors or qualities have an impact on how 

the students vote for classroom leaders? 
Representatives? Students will justify their 
response. (Analysis & Evaluation) 

 
• Technology: 
http://50states.com
www.proteacher.com
www.ushistory.org
www.state.nj.us/njpeople/town.html
www.lcweb.loc.gov/global/state/nj-gov.html
www.unitedstreaming.com
www.whitehouse.com
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Topic: Civics and Government  Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

9 The student will be able to be an informed, active and responsible citizen in the 
American democratic republic and will become active participants in the 
constitutional system of government of the United States and New Jersey.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

into many nations consisting of territory and 
people (6.2.E.1). 

 
9.5 Economics-  Identify budget-planning for 

spending the municipality’s money (6.5.B.1.). 
  
9.6 Current Events-  Describe local organizations; 

explain how present events are connected to 
the past by reading current periodicals and 
newspapers; identify current issues that may 
have a global impact (pollution, diseases) and 
discuss ways to address them; use 
technology to learn about students and their 
families in other countries through links, email 
and Internet research (6.2.E.5, 6.2.E10).   

www.state.gov
www.house.gov
www.senate.gov
www.studyweb.com/links/5281.html
(Current Events Jeopardy) 
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Topic: The People and Culture of New Jersey  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
4/Social Studies 

10 The student will acquire an understanding of the diverse cultures, recreation, and the 
arts of New Jersey. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology 
/ Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 10.1  Government-  Describe how New Jersey is 
a leader in education (6.5.B.1.). 

 
10.2 People-  Identify the ethnicity  of population; 

identify writers, artists and performers from 
New Jersey (6.2.D.8.). 

   
10.3 Ideas-  Discuss why education and the arts 

are important to New Jersey (6.2.D.8.). 
  
10.4 Geography-  Describe a megalopolis and the 

populations of regions (review urban, 
suburban and rural areas); research the 21 
New Jersey counties (New Jersey Cake) 
(6.6.B.3., 6.6.B.6.). 

 
10.5  Economics-  Identify spectator sports and 

the parks, forests, beaches and the New 
Jersey Shore and the history; identify public 
schools and what they provide to the 
economy (6.6.B.4., 6.6.B.5.). 

 
10.6 Current Events-  Discuss contemporary 

issues that presently effect New Jersey; 
research skills for lcoating facts and data 
about the development New Jersey (6.1.A.3, 
6.1.A.6.). 

 

• How have different cultures, recreation 
and the arts helped students to become a 
good citizen of New Jersey a special? 

• Explain how the region we live in provides 
diversity and how it effects you, the 
student. 

• How does the school prepare students for 
the growth and development of our 
community? 

 

• Assessment Model:   Have students 
imagine that they have just traveled from 
their homeland to New Jersey.  There is 
going to be a huge multicultural festival of 
the people in their community.  Students 
will collect information and memorabilia 
pertaining to their own family and culture 
to share it with community members.  
Students will first compare similarities and 
differences in customs, foods, games, 
recreation, and celebrations within the 
families of your community. Then, using 
push-pins, students will identify their 
represented countries on a world map.  On 
a New Jersey map, they will locate where 
their family eventually settled.  Students 
will answer the following questions through 
an discussion:  
 (Application & Analysis) 

1. Identify how present-day customs 
and traditions changed from when 
the students’ parents were children. 
(Analysis) 

2. Explore how cultural diversity can 
enrich ones community. (Analysis) 

3. How can students participate in 
making their community, parks, 
forests, and beaches, clean and 
safe? (Analysis) 
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Social Studies- Grade 4 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
1. The student will acquire a geographic understanding through the study of New Jersey history. 
2. The student will acquire a geographic understanding by studying the history of the United States and the world in spatial terms. 
3. The student will acquire a historical and cultural understanding of the first Native Americans and Early Settlers in New Jersey and 

will be able to identify cultural traditions and the human heritage that contributes to the diversity of this country. 
4. The student will acquire a historical, cultural, and philosophical understanding of the societal ideas and forces that the Europeans 

brought to New Jersey during colonization. 
5. The student will acquire a historical understanding of the political and diplomatic ideas, forces, and institutions throughout the history 

of New Jersey, the United States and the world. 
6. The student will gain an understanding of the geographical, philosophical and historical growth of transportation improvements, early 

industries and reforms of the 1800’s. 
7. The students will gain an understanding of the geographical, historical and philosophical beliefs of various cultures throughout the 

history of New Jersey, the United States and the world. 
8. The student will be able to identify the geographic/ economic impact of New Jersey and will compare the economy of New Jersey to 

the global economy. 
9. The student will be able to be an informed, active, responsible citizen in the American democratic republic and will become active 

participants in the constitutional systems of government of the United States and New Jersey. 
10.  The student will acquire an understanding of the diverse cultures, recreation, and the arts of New Jersey. 
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Social Studies Book List 
 
 

History of the US and 
New Jersey 

World History Geography Economics Civics, Citizenship, and 
Government 

Miska, Annie and the Old 
One 
 
Turner, Nettie’s Trip South 
 
Hamilton, The People 
Could Fly 
 
Hamilton, Many Thousand 
Gone 
 
Phoebe the Spy 
 
Davis, Black Heroes of the 
American Revolution 
 
Speare, Sign of the Beaver 
 
Johnson, Our Constitution 
 
Fritz, Why Don’t You Get a 
Horse, Sam Adams? 
 
Sakurai, Paul Revere 
 
Kent, Lexington and 
Concord 
 
Young, The Real Patriots 
of the American Revolution 
 
Hakim, From Colonies to 
Country 
 
Carter, The American 
Revolution 

Polacco, Mrs. Katz and 
Tush 
 
Bunting, How Many Days 
to America 
 
Provensen, My Fellow 
Americans 
 
Say, Grandfather’s 
Journey 
 
Cohn, From Sea to Shining 
Sea 
 
Levy, The Witch of 4th 
Street 
 
Bode, Histories of 
Immigrant Teens 
 
Fisher, Ellis Island 
 
Kundersley, Children Just 
Like Me 
 
Knoll, Ellis Island:  
Doorway to Freedom 

Zeman, Everything you 
Need to Know About 
Geography Homework:  A 
Desk Reference for 
Students and Parents 
 
Collard, Our Natural 
Homes 
 
Lepthien, Wetlands 
 
Sayre, River and Stream 
 
Knapp, What Do We Know 
about Grasslands 
 
Steinecker, Maps 
 
Gianeri, The Story of Maps 
and Navigation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Created by Natalie 
Michael 

Carlson, The Family Under 
the Bridge 
 
Burns, Money 
 
Colman, Strike! 
 
INVENTORS/INVENTIONS
 
Cousins, Ben Franklin of 
Old Philadelphia 
 
Fritz, What’s the Big Idea, 
Ben Franklin? 
 
Clements, The Picture 
History of Great Inventors 
 
Lewis, Hello, Alexander 
Graham Bell Speaking 
 
Rogers, George 
Washington Carver 
 
 

Fritz, Shh! We’re Writing 
the Constitution 
 
Goldish, Our Supreme 
Court 
 
Levy, If you Were There 
When They Signed the 
Constitution 
 
Spies, Our Presidency 
 
Steins, Our Elections 
 
Knoll, By the Dawn’s Early 
Light 
 
St. Pierre, Our National 
Anthem 
 
Bates, America the 
Beautiful 
 
Fox, About Martin Luther 
King Day 
 
Ringgold, My Dream of 
Martin  
 
Schleifer, Our Declaration 
of Independence 
 
Scher, Making Your Voice 
Heard 
 
Johnson, Our National 
Symbols 
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