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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 
Mission 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The mission of Applegarth Middle School is to provide an environment that will nurture adolescents according to their 

developmental needs.  During this transition period, the school shall provide a variety of opportunities for the acquisition of essential 
skills and for the development of a positive self-concept.  Furthermore, we aim to instill in students a sense of values leading to respect 
for others and their differences, the ability to work with others, and a sense of responsibility for the environment and community.  It is 
our hope that the time spent at Applegarth will provide youngsters with the desire for learning now and in the future. This course in 
American government correlates with our school goals.  Through this class, students will engage in many cooperative and 
interdisciplinary activities to help them to appreciate the role that American government plays in our everyday lives.  They will learn 
skills and attitudes that will help them later in life to be productive members of our society.  They also will gain an appreciation for the 
many cultures in our country and appreciate their contributions to the American story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educational Goals 
 

 This course in early American history is designed as part of a sequence of courses from the seventh and into the ninth grades.  
This class is designed to introduce students to the early years of the United States, with an emphasis on the development and structure 
of the American system of government.  The curriculum is organized within five historical lenses: government, people, ideas, 
geography, and economics.  These “lenses” will be used to focus instruction and also to draw connections over time and across units of 
study.  The content included in this curriculum is intended to be relevant to the lives of students and will be connected to major historical 
themes that have relevance and significance to the daily lives of middle school students.  By the end of this course, students will have 
an appreciation of how the early years of the American nation had a major impact on the way Americans live today and the role the 
government plays in the lives of its citizens.  
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies were revised in 2004.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards for grades 5-8 and may be found in the Curriculum folder on the 
district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies may be found at:  
http://www.state.nj.us/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm 
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Social Studies 8 
 
 
 

SOCIAL 
STUDIES 

8

Economics
6.5.B

Economics and Society

US  History
6.4.C,D.E

Many Worlds Meet
Colonization and Settlement

Revolution  and the New Nation

World History
6.3.D,E

Age of Global Encounters
Age of Revolutionary Change

Civics
6.2C

The Constitution and 
American Democracy

Geography
6.6.,D

Human Systems

Language Arts
3.1G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D

Comprehension Skills and Repsonse to 
Text

Inquiry and Research
Writing as Process and Product

Writing Forms
Discussion,Oral Presentation
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Social Studies Grade 8 

 
 Scope and Sequence  
 
 
 

Quarter I-Exploration and Colonization 
I. European Exploration 
 a. Government: Assess motivations for European overseas exploration; 
Compare and contrast motivations of different nations, including the English, 
Spanish, Portuguese, and French 
 b. People: Outline the reasons why citizens were willing to engage in 
exploration; Weigh the benefits and dangers to people who engaged in 
exploration  
 c. Ideas: Examine the changing view of the world in the 17th Century; 
Discover which inventions enabled Europeans to explore lands outside their 
continent 
             d. Geography: Follow the trade routes followed by the Europeans; 
Assess the advantages that the “new lands” possessed that Europe did not 
             e. Economics: Discuss the financial motivations for exploration; Analyze 
the costs of exploration that are not financial (life, culture) 
 
  

II. European Colonization 
 a.  Government: Trace what motivated the European governments to 
pursue colonization,  even at the risk of risk of life and fortune 
 b.  People: Compare the European cultures with those of the Native 
Americans and enslaved Africans 
 c. Ideas: Analyze the social differences and similarities among the 
American colonies, including New Jersey; Create theories about the effect the 
cultural differences will have on the people of these colonies in the future  
 d.  Geography: Differentiate among the physical landscapes and 
climates of the European colonies; Hypothesize how climate and terrain could 
influence the economic success of the colonies 
 e.  Economics: Define mercantilism; Assess the effects of mercantilism 
on the colonial power as well as on the “Mother Country” 

III. Native American and African Cultures 
 a.  Government: Explain origins of and reasons for transatlantic slave 
trade and the establishment of African slavery in America;  Explore how Native 
American and Africans retained culture during these times 
 b.  People: Compare and contrast Native American peoples, including 
the Lenape of New Jersey  
 c.  Ideas: Discuss the ways that Europeans intellectually justified 
slavery and relocation; Hypothesize the thoughts of the enslaved and Natives.      
             d. Geography: Assess the reasons why slavery was concentrated in the 
southern region of the American colonies and why it was not economically 
viable in the northern colonies 
             e. Economics: Discuss the financial motivations for the African slave 
trade and benefits of the “triangular trade”; Discuss the negative effects the 
slave trade had on the economy of the American colonies as well as Africa 
 

IV. Colonial Wars 
 a.  Government: Assess the reasons for conflicts in America among the 
Native peoples and Europeans; Evaluate the success of the different European 
powers in their wars in the colonies 
 b. People: Examine how the cultures of the Europeans, Native 
Americans, and enslaved Africans were affected by the outcome of the various 
colonial wars  
 c. Ideas: Project the ways that victory in the colonies affected the 
economic ambitions and dreams of the future American colonists from Europe, 
as well as the Native Americans and enslaved Africans 
             d. Geography: Utilize maps to trace the colonial borders at the end of 
each conflict 
             e. Economics: Examine the costs of the war; Evaluate how war debt 
changed government policies toward the colonies and led to new taxation 
policies 
 



 
Social Studies is to be taught as an integrated subject with emphasis on real-world application.  Teachers are expected to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all learners.   

10

 
Quarter II-Road to Revolution 

V. Parliament and the Colonies 
 a. Government: Identify political sources of conflict between Britain and 
the American colonies; Examine how the development of colonial governments 
provided the colonists with a “lesson in independence”; Review the major acts 
of Parliament that were passed 
 b. People: Evaluate the ways that British citizens differed from their 
American counterparts after decades of separation 
 c. Ideas: Explore the reasons for the growing resentment between 
Britain and the colonies; Discuss how the American colonists were developing a 
culture of independence even in the years before the Revolution  
 d. Geography: Explain how the physical distance between England and 
the colonies contributed to the escalating tensions between the two cultures 
             e. Economics: Explore the economic strain the British Empire faced as 
a result of the French and Indian War; Examine how mercantilism limited the 
economic self-sufficiency of the American colonies 

VI. Development of Spirit of Independence 
 a. Government: Examine the creation of the First and Second 
Continental Congresses, which represented the first American governments 
independent of British rule; Explore the creation of Sons/Daughters of Liberty, 
Committees of Correspondence, protest newspapers 
 b. People: Profile major characters who became leaders in the 
Revolutionary times; Examine the different groups who favored/opposed 
independence 
 c. Ideas: Trace the development of the spirit of independence; Evaluate 
the debates over independence 
             d. Geography: Evaluate the geographic differences in the level of 
support the Revolutionaries enjoyed 
             e. Economics: Discuss the economic impact independence would have 
on the colonies 
  

VII. Important Documents 
 a. Government  Analyze the consequences the Declaration of 
Independence would have on the future government to be established in the 
former British colonies; Assess the weaknesses and accomplishments of the 
Articles of Confederation 
 b. People: Identify the types of people who favored/opposed 
Independence and hypothesize the reasons why; Explore political cartoons, 
protest songs, and newspapers that contributed to the spirit of independence 
among the “average Americans”  
             c. Ideas Explain the impact Common Sense had on the Revolutionary 
spirit; Assess the intellectual struggle Americans faced in declaring 
independence yet retaining slavery 
 d. Geography Evaluate how access to revolutionary literature differed 
between rural and urban areas; Hypothesize how access (or lack thereof) may 
have affected support for the revolutionary movement 
             e. Economics: Identify the economic arguments for independence 
contained in these revolutionary documents 
  

VIII.  War for Independence 
 a. Government: Explain how the American colonies governed 
themselves in the years of the American Revolution; Assess the struggle to 
grant power to the national vs. state governments 
 b. People  Assess the contributions of women, enslaved Africans, 
native Americans in the American conflict  
             c. Ideas Discuss how support for the war changed, the longer the war 
continued 
 d. Geography  Discuss the major battles of the Revolution and the 
reasons for the American victory; Explore New Jersey’s critical role in the 
Revolution 
             e. Economics: Evaluate the costs of war; Discuss how the American 
victory changed the priorities of the American colonies; Imagine how other 
European countries may have felt about trading with the colonies, both during 
and after the war 
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Quarter III-The Constitution 

IX. Ideological Origins of the Constitution 
 a. Government Explain what lessons were learned from the failures of 
the Articles of Confederation as well as from state constitutions 
 b. People: Profile the major figures who contributed to the development 
of American constitutional thought (ex: Aristotle, Plato, Socrates) 
 c. Ideas : Assess ideas adapted from the British constitutional 
experiences; Identify concepts that were adapted from ancient cultures 
 d. Geography:  Map the countries whose civic development ultimately 
influenced the US Constitution 
             e. Economics: Analyze the economic motivations for writing the 
Constitution 
  

X. The United States Constitution 
 a. Government: Outline the structure of the Constitution; Identify the 
powers of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches 
 b. People: Assess the role of the American citizen in this government; 
Identify the ways that property ownership (slavery), gender, and race affected 
the level of power a citizen enjoyed in this government 
 c. Ideas:  Explain the newly-developed concepts of separation of 
powers, checks and balances, and federalism  
 d. Geography : Analyze the regional interests represented in the 
Constitution; Assess the interests of small and large states and explain how 
these were incorporated in the Constitution  
 e. Economics:  Outline the economic interests contained in the 
Constitution; Assess the role slavery played in the development of the 
Constitution; Evaluate the role the government will play in the economy and 
trade 
 
 
 
 

XI. The Constitutional Convention 
 a. Government Identify the beliefs of Federalists and Anti-Federalists; 
Examine the compromises contained in the document 
 b. People: Profile the major figures who were involved in the 
development and ratification of the US Constitution; Examine how the “average 
person” was effected by the ratification.  
 c. Ideas Assess the importance of ratification and the challenges to 
successful implementation of the document 
             d. Geography: Evaluate the reasons why certain states and regions 
favored or opposed ratification of the Constitution 
             e. Economics: Assess the economic motivations for favoring or 
opposing the ratification of the Constitution 
 
 
 

XII. The Bill of Rights 
 a. Government  Explain the significance of the inclusion of the first 10 
amendments; Outline the meaning of each amendment; Identify historical 
examples of rights in conflict 
 b. People: Profile the major personalities involved in the development of 
the Bill of Rights; Analyze how the Bill of Rights affects the everyday lives of 
Americans 
 c. Ideas: Analyze American values contained in the Bill of Rights;   
Describe conflicts that can occur between individual and collective rights 
 d. Geography:     
             e. Economics: Explain how different amendments may have an 
economic impact on the government and on Americans in general 
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Quarter IV-The Start of a New Nation 
XIII.  The First Presidencies 
 a. Government  Analyze how the Constitution was implemented; 
Identify precedents established by Washington 
 b. People  Discuss how the first presidents hoped to improve daily life 
for the American people  
 c. Ideas  Examine the development of America’s first political parties 
 d. Geography: Describe the territories and new land acquired and the 
process of admitting new states to the Union 
             e. Economics: Outline the trade agreements and conflicts that existed in 
the first years of the country; Examine how the nation planned to handle its war 
debt; Assess the need for the country to develop its own industry rather than be 
a source of raw materials 

XIV. The American People 
 a. Government: Provide examples of how the US government affected 
the daily lives of American citizens in the first years of the Constitution; assess 
to what degree the Constitution was an improvement over the problems 
encountered under the Articles of Confederation 
 b. People Assess the role women played in early American society; 
Explore the changing culture of Native Americans under the new society; 
Examine the evolution of African slavery in America 
 c. Ideas: Evaluate the vision of America that began to develop in the 
early years of the republic, including Manifest Destiny 
 d. Geography:  Examine the settlements patterns of the new Americans 
and evaluate the lure of the frontier for many people  
             e. Economics: Outline the ways in which Americans made a living; 
Examine the changing economic system on Native Americans; Review the 
continuing practice of slavery in the United States 

XV.  The Revolution of 1800  
 a. Government Explore the significance of the first transfer of power 
between competing political parties; Identify the significance of the Louisiana 
Purchase and frontier exploration 
 b. People: Identify what issues were important to the American people 
in the election of 1800; Theorize about the issues that would have been 
important had all Americans been able to vote 
 c. Ideas Describe the development of an American identity; Review the 
concept of Manifest Destiny 
             d. Geography: Discuss the acquisition of the Louisiana Territory and 
assess its impact for the future development/expansion of the country 
             e. Economics: Hypothesize the economic impact the Louisiana Territory 
could have on the country 
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Topic: European Exploration  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/Social Studies-US History 

Goal 1: The student will be able to explain the reasons and consequences of European 
exploration in the Americas and compare them with current efforts to explore space 
and the seas. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 1.1. Government: Assess motivations for 
European overseas exploration; Compare 
and contrast motivations of different 
nations, including the English, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and French (6.3.D; 6.4.C.1, 
6.4.C.4) 

1.2. People: Evaluate the ways that British 
citizens differed from their American 
counterparts after decades of separation 
(6.3.D; 6.4.C.2) 

1.3. Ideas: Examine the changing view of the 
world in the 17th Century; Discover which 
inventions enabled Europeans to explore 
lands outside their continent (6.3.D; 
6.4.C.2) 

1.4. Geography: Follow the trade routes 
followed by the Europeans; Assess the 
advantages that the “new lands” 
possessed that Europe did not (6.4.C.2) 

1.5. Economics: Discuss the financial 
motivations for exploration; Analyze the 
costs of exploration that are not financial 
(life, culture) (6.4.C.1; 6.5.B) 
 

• How do European motivations for 
exploration compare with present-day 
desires to understand space and the 
oceans? 

 
• What lessons from European exploration 

can we apply to our present-day exploration 
efforts?  

 

• Assessment Model: Conduct a television talk 
show in which you interview a famous 
explorer of the recent past or present-day.  
Talk with the explorer about the excitement 
and perils of exploration.  In your interview, 
be sure to address the following issues: 
1. In what field are you an explorer?  

Please describe it 
2. Why have you chosen to explore this 

area? 
3. What are the dangers and possible 

consequences of the exploration? 
4. How are your efforts to explore this field 

similar to and different from explorers of 
the past? 

5. What have you learned about 
exploration that you would want to share 
with future generations? 

 
NOTE: For this and all subsequent assessment 
models in this curriculum guide, the teacher and 
students should have the flexibility to modify the 
format of presentation.  Depending upon the 
needs of the class, these questions may be 
answered in the form of essays, quizzes, 
mobiles, PowerPoint, oral reports, booklets, or 
other formats used by the teacher. 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  European Colonization Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 2: The student will be able to outline the motivations for European colonization and 
contrast these efforts with American involvement in other countries today. 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 2.1. Government: Trace what motivated the 
European governments to pursue 
colonization,  even at the risk of risk of life 
and fortune (6.4.D.3, 6.4.D.7) 

2.2. People: Compare the European cultures 
with those of the Native Americans and 
enslaved Africans (6.4.C.3, 6.4.C.5, 
6.4.C.6) 

2.3. Ideas: Analyze the social differences and 
similarities among the American colonies, 
including New Jersey; Create theories 
about the effect the cultural differences 
will have on the people of these colonies 
in the future (6.4.D.1, 6.4.D.2) 

2.4. Geography: Differentiate among the 
physical landscapes and climates of the 
European colonies; Hypothesize how 
climate and terrain could influence the 
economic success of the colonies (6.4.D.; 
6.6.B) 

2.5. Economics: Define mercantilism; Assess 
the effects of mercantilism on the colonial 
power as well as on the “Mother Country” 
(6.4.D.3; 6.5.B) 

• Why do the governments of some countries 
try to influence the political and economic 
development of other countries? 

 
• What are the benefits and costs of nations 

becoming involved in one another’s affairs? 
 
• How did European colonization affect the 

culture of America today? 
 

• Assessment Model: Identify a country with 
which the United States is presently 
involved.  Imagine you are an American 
reporter living in this other country.  Create 
the front page of their country’s newspaper, 
complete with articles, that address these 
issues: 

1) What is America’s current interest in 
this country? 

2) How do the people of this country 
feel about America’s involvement? 

3) What two lessons could America 
learn from Europe’s effort to 
colonize America in the 17th and 18th 
centuries? 

4) How is America’s involvement today 
different from the European 
colonization efforts? 

5) If you had a crystal ball, how will this 
country be different in ten years as a 
result of the American involvement? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic: Native American and African Cultures  Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 3: The student will be able to describe the cultural conflict between the Europeans 
and Native Americans/enslaved Americans and compare these with clashes between 
different groups of people today. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 3.1. Government: Explain origins of and 
reasons for transatlantic slave trade and 
the establishment of African slavery in 
America;  Explore how Native Americans 
and Africans retained culture during these 
times (6.4.C.3, 6.4.C.8, 6.4.D.4) 

3.2. People: Compare and contrast Native 
American peoples, including the Lenape 
of New Jersey (6.4.C.6, 6.4.D.5) 

3.3. Ideas: Discuss the ways that Europeans 
intellectually justified slavery and 
relocation; Hypothesize the thoughts of 
the enslaved and Natives (6.4.C.7, 
6.4.D.6) 

3.4. Geography: Assess the reasons why 
slavery was concentrated in the southern 
region of the American colonies and why it 
was not economically viable in the 
northern colonies (6.4.D.6) 

3.5. Economics: Discuss the financial 
motivations for the African slave trade and 
benefits of the “triangular trade”; Discuss 
the negative effects the slave trade had 
on the economy of the American colonies 
as well as Africa  (6.4.D.6) 
 

• How are the causes of the historical cultural 
conflicts similar to those the world 
experiences today? 

 
• Drawing from historical and contemporary 

examples, propose solutions to current-day 
cultural conflicts. 

 
 
• How did Native Americans and enslaved 

Africans maintain their cultures in the midst 
of cultural conflict? 

 

• Assessment Model Imagine you are a peer 
advisor at your school.  It has come to your 
attention that there are many student fights 
developing as a result of different cultures 
and beliefs.  You want the school to present 
an assembly about cultural conflicts and 
peaceful solutions to these conflicts.  Create  
a proposal for the principal which describes 
what you want to be included in this 
assembly and why.  Be sure that each of the 
following issues are addressed in the course 
of your assembly: 

1) What are 2 examples in 
American history of cultures 
clashing?  Describe each. 

2) How were the clashes listed 
above finally resolved? 

3) How was each group changed 
as a result? 

4) What are some ways these 
clashes could have been 
resolved differently? 

5) What can we learn today from 
the cultural conflicts of the past? 

 
 
 

(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  Colonial Wars Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain the conflicts that erupted over American 
colonization and describe what lessons we can apply to present-day conflicts. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 4.1. Government: Assess the reasons for 
conflicts in America among the Native 
peoples and Europeans; Evaluate the 
success of the different European powers 
in their wars in the colonies (6.4.D.4, 
6.4.D.5) 

4.2. People: Examine how the cultures of the 
Europeans, Native Americans, and 
enslaved Africans were affected by the 
outcome of the various colonial wars 
(6.4.D.4, 6.4.C.7) 

4.3. Ideas: Project the ways that victory in the 
colonies affected the economic ambitions 
and dreams of the future American 
colonists from Europe, as well as the 
Native Americans and enslaved Africans 
(6.4.E.1) 

4.4. Geography: Utilize maps to trace the 
colonial borders at the end of the each 
conflict (6.4.D.3) 

4.5. Economics: Examine the costs of the war; 
Evaluate how war debt changed 
government policies toward the colonies 
and led to new taxation policies (6.4.D.3, 
6.4.E.1) 
 

• Compare and contrast the causes of the 
colonial wars with struggles currently being 
fought around the world. 

 
• How did the results of the colonial wars lead 

to the American War for Independence? 
 
• What lessons do these wars offer to other 

countries that are still controlled by a 
“Mother Country”? 

 
 

• Assessment Model Interview a parent who 
has children who have grown and moved out 
of their house.  Ask the parent about the 
challenges of “letting go” of their children as 
they got older.  Then, ask the grown child 
about these experiences as well.  Then, 
write a letter to the leader of a country that is 
trying to break away from a colonial ruler.  In 
that letter, use your knowledge of the 
previous colonial wars as well as insights 
from your interviews to address these 
issues: 

1. Why do parents often have trouble 
watching their children grow up? 

2. Why do children often fight with their 
parents as they get older? 

3. How are the feelings of parents 
similar to the frustrations of England 
in the 1770s? 

4. How are the frustrations of the 
children similar to the American 
colonies? 

5. What can this country learn from the 
struggles of parents and kids, as 
well as those of the British and 
Americans? 

 
(Bring PRC Residents) 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  Parliament and the American Colonies Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 5: The student will be able to understand the relationship between the British 
Parliament and the American colonies and compare it to contemporary examples of 
citizens fighting with their government over unpopular policies. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 5.1. Government: Identify political sources of 
conflict between Britain and the American 
colonies; Examine how the development 
of colonial governments provided the 
colonists with a “lesson in independence”; 
Review the major acts of Parliaments that 
were passed (6.3.E6.4.E.1) 

5.2. People: Evaluate the ways that British 
citizens differed from their American 
counterparts after decades of separation 
(6.4.E.1) 

5.3. Ideas: Explore the reasons for the growing 
resentment between Britain and the 
colonies; Discuss how the American 
colonists were developing a culture of 
independence even in the years before 
the Revolution (6.4.E.1) 

5.4. Geography: Explain how the physical 
distance between England and the 
colonies contributed to the escalating 
tensions between the two cultures 
(6.4.E.1) 

5.5. Economics: Explore the economic strain 
the British Empire faced as a result of the 
French and Indian War; Examine how 
mercantilism limited the economic self-
sufficiency of the American colonies 
(6.4.E.1) 

• What are common sources of disagreement 
between governments and their citizens? 

 
• How can conflicts between a government 

and its citizens be resolved without resorting 
to war? 

 
• How did the relationship between the British 

Parliament and the American colonies in the 
1760s and 1770s ultimately lead to war? 

• Assessment Model Identify an issue in the 
news which involves citizens trying to 
persuade the government to change its 
policies.  Then, answer the following 
questions, using a mobile: 

1. What are the citizens unhappy 
about? 

2. What would the citizens like to see 
done differently and what are 
consequences of the citizens’ 
ideas? 

3. What techniques are the citizens 
using to express their displeasure? 

4. In what ways are these protests 
similar to those of the American 
colonists against the British?  How 
do they differ? 

5. Drawing on the experience of the 
American colonists, what piece of 
advice would you offer to the current 
protesters (in order to make their 
protest more effective)? 

 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  Development of the Spirit of Independence Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 6: The student will be able to explain how American colonists began to perceive 
themselves as a separate culture and apply that knowledge to the existence of many 
cultures and subcultures in the United States. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 6.1. Government: Examine the creation of the 
First and Second Continental Congresses, 
which represented the first American 
governments independent of British rule; 
Explore the creation of Sons/Daughters of 
Liberty, Committees of Correspondence, 
protest newspapers (6.4.E.2) 

6.2. People: Profile major characters who 
became leaders in the Revolutionary 
times; Examine the different groups who 
favored/opposed independence (6.4.E.2, 
6.4.E.3) 

6.3. Ideas: Trace the development of the spirit 
of independence; Evaluate the debates 
over independence (6.4.E.1, 6.4.E.2) 

6.4. Geography: Evaluate the geographic 
differences in the level of support the 
Revolutionaries enjoyed (6.4.E.1) 

6.5. Economics: Discuss the economic impact 
independence would have on the colonies 
(6.4.E.1) 

• What problems can arise when the citizenry 
of a nation live far away from one another 
and have different lifestyles? 

 
• What can a government do to unite the 

people in a diverse nation? 

• Assessment Model Imagine you are in 
charge of a new cabinet position in the US 
government: Secretary of American Unity.  
You are in charge of developing a more 
united, patriotic citizenry.  Create an ad 
campaign that you would use to try and unite 
the many diverse groups in American 
society.  Be prepared to present the ad to 
the class, as well as to answer the following 
specific questions: 
1. Why is the existence of so many 

cultures, so spread out, problematic in 
our society? 

2. What are the advantages of having so 
many cultures in our nation? 

3. What mistakes did England make when 
trying to govern its diverse Empire back 
in the 1700s? 

4. How did the American colonists react to 
the British rule? 

5. What should America’s government do 
today to ensure its citizens do not rebel 
like the colonists did in 1776? 

 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  Important Documents Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 7: The student will be able to assess the significance of major documents that 
became the framework of American government and culture and identify those 
documents that have equivalent significance to Americans today. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

15 7.1. Government  Analyze the consequences 
the Declaration of Independence would 
have on the future government to be 
established in the former American 
colonies; Assess the weaknesses and 
accomplishments of the Articles of 
Confederation (6.4.E.2) 

7.2. People: Identify the types of people who 
favored/opposed Independence and 
hypothesize the reasons why; Explore 
political cartoons, protest songs, and 
newspapers that contributed to the spirit 
of independence among the “average 
Americans (6.4.E.2, 6.4.E.3) 

7.3. Ideas Explain the impact Common Sense 
had on the Revolutionary spirit; Assess 
the intellectual struggle Americans faced 
in declaring independence yet retaining 
slavery (6.4.E.3) 

7.4. Geography Evaluate how access to 
revolutionary literature differed between 
rural and urban areas; Hypothesize how 
access (or lack thereof) may have 
affected support for the revolutionary 
movement (6.4.E.2, 6.4.E.3) 

7.5. Economics: Identify the economic 
arguments for independence contained in 
these revolutionary documents (6.4.E.2, 
6.4.E.3) 
 

• How did these revolutionary documents 
define who Americans are as a citizenry? 

 
• In what way is America still trying to fulfill the 

ideals contained in these documents? 
 
• What media today defines who Americans 

are? 
 
• How did ancient ideas influence the 

Declaration of Independence? 

• Assessment Model Imagine that Steven 
Spielberg wants to create a movie about the 
important documents of America’s early 
history.  In the movie, though, he wants to 
“update” the documents make them more 
modern and understandable to Americans 
today.  He has hired you, an American 
history expert, to assist him in this project.  
He wants you to submit a brochure which 
outlines your suggestion for the topics and 
format of the movie.  In the brochure, he 
wants you to answer these questions: 
1) What two important documents should 

be highlighted and why? 
2) What are the important ideas from these 

documents that Americans today 
understand and believe? 

3) What changes would you make to these 
documents to make them more modern 
and relevant to Americans today? 

4) What are the documents, shows, books, 
or other media that Americans find 
critical to life today?  Explain. 

5) What values are contained in these 
contemporary media?  How do they 
compare with those listed in question 1? 

(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  War for Independence Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 8: The student will be able to explain the causes and effects of the American War for 
Independence, as well as the significance of major battles and compare this with 
other struggles for freedom, both within the US and in the world. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

15 8.1. Government: Explain how the American 
colonies governed themselves in the 
years of the American Revolution; Assess 
the struggle to grant power to the national 
vs. state governments (6.4.E.1, 6.4.E.2, 
6.4.E.3) 

8.2. People  Assess the contributions of 
women, enslaved Africans, native 
Americans in the American conflict 
(6.4.E.3) 

8.3. Ideas Discuss how support for the war 
changed the longer the war continued 
(6.4.E.1) 

8.4. Geography  Discuss the major battles of 
the Revolution and the reasons for the 
American victory; Explore New Jersey’s 
critical role in the Revolution (6.4.E.2, 
6.4.E.3, 6.4.E.4) 
Economics: Evaluate the costs of war; 
Discuss how the American victory 
changed the priorities of the American 
colonies; Imagine how other European 
countries may have felt about trading with 
the colonies, both during and after the war 
(6.4.E.2, 6.4.E.3) 

• What challenges do people face when they 
achieve independence from the power that 
previously governed them? 

 
• What groups of Americans did not enjoy full 

independence in 1776 and how did they 
choose to fight the government to obtain 
their political freedom? 

• Assessment Model: Create a board game 
entitled “The Struggle for Freedom.”  In the 
game, you should have five categories of 
questions, which address the following 
topics: 

1) The Causes of the American 
Revolution  

2) The Results of the American 
Revolution 

3) Other Struggles for Independence 
(what other groups, both in America 
and outside, have tried to achieve 
freedom?) 

4) The Challenge of Independence 
(what problems do newly-free 
countries face after achieving 
independence?) 

5) The Legacy of Independence (what 
are the perks of achieving 
independence?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  Ideological Origins of the Constitution Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 9: The student will be able to assess how the ideas of other societies led to the 
formation of the unique American system of government and identify other aspects of 
American culture today that have been shaped by other countries. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 9.1. Government Explain what lessons were 
learned from the failures of the Articles of 
Confederation as well as from state 
constitutions (6.2.C; 6.4.E.5) 

9.2. People: Profile the major figures who 
contributed to the development of 
American constitutional thought (ex: 
Aristotle, Plato, Socrates) (6.2.C; 6.4.E.5, 
6.2.B.1) 

9.3. Ideas : Assess ideas adapted from the 
British constitutional experiences; Identify 
concepts that were adapted from ancient 
cultures (6.4.E.5) 

9.4. Geography:  Map the countries whose 
civic development ultimately influenced 
the US Constitution (6.4.E.5) 

9.5. Economics: Analyze the economic 
motivations for writing the Constitution 
(6.4.E.5) 
 

• What are the advantages of adapting ideas 
from many other cultures, separated either 
by distance or time? 

 
• How did ancient ideas influence the 

Declaration of Independence? 
 
 

• Assessment Model: Complete an inventory 
of your home for examples of the influence 
of other countries in your daily life.  Create a 
catalog for the “International Store” which 
highlights at least 20 products from other 
countries which you own.  At the end of your 
catalog, include a “Mission Statement” for 
your store, in which you explain to your 
consumers your thoughts on the following 
issues: 

1) In what ways have other countries 
affected our daily lives? 

2) How does the US affect other 
countries? 

3) How can the exchange of ideas be a 
positive force for countries? 

4) What are examples from America’s 
past of other countries having a 
positive influence on our country (be 
sure to focus on our government 
here!) 

5) What are some other ways, besides 
trade, that countries can share 
ideas? 

 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  The US Constitution Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 10: The student will be able to explain the functioning of the US government as 
outlined in the US Constitution and apply the knowledge when assessing current 
issues related to American government. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

20 10.1. Government: Outline the structure of the 
Constitution; Identify the powers of the 
legislative, executive, and judicial 
branches (6.2.C.1, 6.2.C.2) 

10.2. People: Assess the role of the American 
citizen in this government; Identify the 
ways that property ownership, gender, 
and race affected the level of power a 
citizen enjoyed in this government 
(6.2.C.1, 6.2.C.2, 6.2.D.1) 

10.3. Ideas:  Explain the newly-developed 
concepts of separation of powers, checks 
and balances, and federalism (6.2.C.1, 
6.2.C.2) 

10.4. Geography : Analyze the regional 
interests represented in the Constitution; 
Assess the interests of small and large 
states and explain how these were 
incorporated in the Constitution (6.2.C.1, 
6.2.C.2) 

10.5. Economics:  Outline the economic 
interests contained in the Constitution; 
Assess the role slavery played in the 
development of the Constitution; Evaluate 
the role the government will play in 
economy and trade (6.2.C.1, 6.2.C.2) 

• How is the US government involved in the 
every-day lives of American citizens? 

 
• What role do American citizens play in the 

proper functioning of the American 
government? 

 

• Assessment Model You have been invited to 
speak at a swearing-in ceremony for newly-
naturalized citizens of the United States.  
You have been asked to deliver an 
inspirational speech to these new citizens, in 
which you remind them of the structure of 
American government and their role within it.  
Submit a draft of your speech, which should 
address these important points: 

1) What is the basic structure of the US 
government? 

2) How does the government affect our 
everyday lives? 

3) What are three examples of the 
government improving our society? 

4) What is expected of citizens in this 
country, in exchange for the work 
the government does for them? 

5) What are three examples of citizens 
working to improve our government?  

 
 
 
 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  The Constitutional Convention Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 11: The student will be able to explain how the US Constitution was ratified and why 
many people were opposed to the document and relate this to contemporary debates 
over the meaning of the Constitution. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 11.1. Government Identify the beliefs of 
Federalists and Anti-Federalists; Examine 
the compromises contained in the 
document (6.2.C.4, 6.4.E.5) 

11.2. People: Profile the major figures who were 
involved in the development and 
ratification of the US Constitution; 
Examine how the “average person” was 
effected by the ratification (6.2.C.4, 
6.4.E.3, 6.4.E.5) 

11.3. Ideas: Assess the importance of 
ratification and the challenges to 
successful implementation of the 
document (6.2.C.4, 6.4.E.5) 

11.4. Geography: Evaluate the reasons why 
certain states and regions favored or 
opposed ratification of the Constitution 
(6.2.C.4, 6.4.E.5) 

11.5. Economics: Assess the economic 
motivations for favoring or opposing the 
ratification of the Constitution (6.2.C.4, 
6.4.E.5) 
 

• Why is the meaning of the Constitution often 
debated? 

 
• What are some examples of current debates 

over the meaning of the Constitution? 
 
 

• Assessment Model Imagine you are one of 
the Founding Fathers, who has returned to 
present-day America (thanks to the benefits 
of amazing science!).  You wonder around in 
amazement, and find yourself in the middle 
of a vocal rally on the steps of the US 
Supreme Court.  As you speak with some of 
the protesters, Barbara Walters approaches 
and asks to interview all of you.  Record the 
answers provided to these five questions: 

1) What were some of the 
constitutional issues over which the 
Founding Fathers argued during the 
ratification debates? 

2) Why did the Founding Fathers 
include such vague wording in the 
document?  What challenges do we 
face as a result? 

3) What are the consequences for 
present-day Americans of the open-
ended nature of so much of the 
Constitution? 

4) What are some constitutional issues 
today over which Americans argue? 

5) How would the Founding Fathers 
resolve some of today’s 
constitutional problems? 

 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  The Bill of Rights Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 12: The student will be able to understand what rights are protected in the US Bill of 
Rights and appreciate their significance for our daily lives. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

20 12.1. Government  Explain the significance of 
the inclusion of the first 10 amendments; 
Outline the meaning of each amendment; 
Identify historical examples of rights in 
conflict (6.2.C.6, 6.2.D.2, 6.2.D.5) 

12.2. People: Profile the major personalities 
involved in the development of the Bill of 
Rights; Analyze how the Bill of Rights 
affects the everyday lives of Americans 
(6.2.C.6, 6.2.D.2, 6.2.D.5, 6.4.E.3) 

12.3. Ideas: Analyze American values 
contained in the Bill of Rights;   Describe 
conflicts that can occur between individual 
and collective rights (6.2.C.6, 6.2.D.2, 
6.2.D.5) 

12.4. Economics: Explain how different 
amendments may have an economic 
impact on the government and on 
Americans in general (6.2.C.6, 6.2.D.2, 
6.2.D.5) 

• How does the Bill of Rights affect the daily 
lives of American citizens? 

 
• What happens when the rights of citizens 

are in conflict with one another? 

• Assessment Model Select an article from the 
newspaper which involves a citizen’s rights 
being challenged.  Thoroughly research the 
issues involved and present a mock 
argument of the case before the Supreme 
Court of the United States.  Your case 
should have a lawyer presenting both sides 
of the case.  In their arguments, at least one 
of the lawyers should address the following 
questions: 

1) What right(s) are being debated in 
this case? 

2) Over time, how has the meaning of 
this right changed? 

3) Why did the Founding Fathers 
include this right in the Constitution, 
and what do you think they hoped it 
would protect? 

4) What do you think will happen if 
your client loses? 

5) How do you think the justices should 
decide this case and what will be the 
legacy for Americans?  

 
 
 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  The First Presidencies Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 13: The student will be able to identify the contributions and legacies of America’s 
first Presidencies and compare them to other Americans who have been 
groundbreaking in new fields.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 13.1. Government  Analyze how the 
Constitution was implemented; Identify 
precedents established by Washington 
(6.2.C.2) 

13.2. People  Discuss how the first presidents 
hoped to improve daily life for the 
American people 

13.3. Ideas  Examine the development of 
America’s first political parties (6.2.C.3) 

13.4. Geography: Describe the territories and 
new land acquired and the process of 
admitting new states to the Union 
(6.4.E.6) 

13.5. Economics: Outline the trade agreements 
and conflicts that existed in the first years 
of the country; Examine how the nation 
planned to handle its war debt; Assess the 
need for the country to develop its own 
industry rather than be a source of raw 
materials  
 

• What are the advantages and perils of being 
the “first” to accomplish a feat? 

 
• In what ways did our first presidents 

establish a foundation for our government 
that still exists today? 

 

• Assessment Model In order to increase 
tourism to Monroe Township, you have 
decided to create a museum entitled “The 
Groundbreakers.”  In the museum, you are 
going to have exhibits devoted to people 
who have made significant contributions in 
new fields. Create an advertisement to 
induce tourists to come see the museum.  
Your ad should focus on these topics: 

1) What is a groundbreaker, in your 
own words? 

2) Why would it be exciting to be a 
groundbreaker?  Why would it be 
scary? 

3) In what ways were our Founding 
Fathers groundbreakers? (How did 
they change our country?) 

4) Who are 10 other Americans you 
would consider as groundbreakers 
and explain how? 

5) How have the contributions of these 
Americans changed our country? 

 
 
 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  The American People Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 14: The student will be able to describe how the culture of the American people had 
changed from colonial times and apply that to the ways American culture has 
changed as a result of major events in our time. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 14.1. Government: Provide examples of how 
the US government affected the daily lives 
of American citizens in the first years of 
the Constitution; assess to what degree 
the Constitution was an improvement over 
the problems encountered under the 
Articles of Confederation (6.4.E.6) 

14.2. People Assess the role women played in 
early American society; Explore the 
changing culture of Native Americans 
under the new society; Examine the 
evolution of African slavery in America 
(6.4.E.6, 6.2.6.4.E.7, 6.4.D.6, 6.4.D.4) 

14.3. Ideas: Evaluate the vision of America that 
began to develop in the early years of the 
republic, including Manifest Destiny 
(6.4.E.6) 

14.4. Geography:  Examine the settlement 
patterns of the new Americans and 
evaluate the lure of the frontier for many 
people (6.4.E.6) 

14.5. Economics: Outline the ways in which 
Americans made a living; Examine the 
changing economic system on Native 
Americans; Review the continuing 
practice of slavery in the United States 
(6.4.E.6, 6.4.D.6) 
 

• How did the culture of the American people 
change as a result of the American 
Revolution and the writing of the US 
Constitution? 

 
• How have major events in the last few 

decades changed American culture (ex: 
September 11 Terrorist Attacks, War in 
Iraq)? 

 

• Assessment Model As an end-of-the year 
project, you are going to create a time 
capsule to highlight the features of American 
culture this year.  You should select 10 items 
that will summarize what it is like to be an 
American today.  As you assemble your time 
capsule, address these questions/issues.  
(Put the answers inside your time capsule) 

1) What major event took place in your 
lifetime that changed our country 
and how? 

2) Ask your parents how their lives as 
teenagers differ from yours and 
record their answers. 

3) How was the life of an American at 
the start of the 19th century different 
from yours? 

4) Consider your answers to questions 
1-3.  What causes our culture to 
change over time? 

5) Predict how America will be different 
for your child when s/he is an eighth 
grader. 

 
 
 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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Topic:  The Revolution of 1800 Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
8/ Social Studies-US History 

Goal 15: The student will be able to explain the significance of this “revolution” and identify 
other “revolutions” in contemporary society.  
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10 15.1. Government Explore the significance of 
the first transfer of power between 
competing political parties; Identify the 
significance of the Louisiana Purchase 
and frontier exploration (6.2.C.3, 6.4.E.6, 
6.2.E.7) 

15.2. People: Identify what issues were 
important to the American people in the 
election of 1800; Theorize about the 
issues that would have been important 
had all Americans been able to vote 
(6.2.C.3, 6.4.E.6, 6.2.E.7) 

15.3. Ideas: Describe the development of an 
American identity; Review the concept of 
Manifest Destiny (6.2.C.3, 6.4.E.6, 
6.2.E.7) 

15.4. Geography: Discuss the acquisition of the 
Louisiana Territory and assess its impact 
for the future development/expansion of 
the country (6.2.C.3, 6.4.E.6, 6.2.E.7) 

15.5. Economics: Hypothesize the economic 
impact the Louisiana Territory could have 
on the country (6.2.C.3, 6.4.E.6, 6.2.E.7) 

 
 

• What makes something a “revolution” and 
what examples are there in contemporary 
society? 

 

• Assessment Model After listening to a CD of 
your mom’s favorite musical artist from her 
teen years, she sighs and says, “Now THAT 
was music.  That artist was a revolutionary.”  
You can’t believe what you are hearing and 
begin a debate with your mother about what 
a “real” revolution means.  Mom remains 
unconvinced, so you prepare a CD of 
yourself answering these questions and pop 
it into her car radio: 

1)  What are three criteria for calling an   
event or person a 
revolution/revolutionary? 

2) In what ways do the American 
Revolution and the Revolution of 
1800 compare to the criteria listed in 
question 1? 

3) What was the lasting impact of the 
American Revolution and Revolution 
of 1800? 

4) Identify an event or person today that 
meets the criteria listed in question 
one and explain it. 

5) What do you think will be the lasting 
contribution of the event/person listed 
in question 4? 

 
 
(3.1.G,H; 3.2A-C; 3.3.A,B,D) 
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US History-Grade 8 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
 
1. The student will be able to explain the reasons and consequences of European exploration in the Americas and compare them with current efforts to explore 

space and the seas. 
2. The student will be able to outline the motivations for European colonization and contrast these efforts with American involvement in other countries today. 
3. The student will be able to describe the cultural conflict between the Europeans and Native Americans/enslaved Americans and compare these with clashes 

between different groups of people today. 
4. The student will be able to explain the conflicts that erupted over American colonization and describe what lessons we can apply to present-day conflicts. 
5. The student will be able to understand the relationship between the British Parliament and the American colonies and compare it to contemporary examples of 

citizens fighting with their government over unpopular policies. 
6. The student will be able to explain how American colonists began to perceive themselves as a separate culture and apply that knowledge to the existence of 

many cultures and subcultures in the United States. 
7. The student will be able to assess the significance of major documents that became the framework of American government and culture and identify those 

documents that have equivalent significance to Americans today. 
8. The student will be able to explain the causes and effects of the American War for Independence, as well as the significance of major battles and compare this 

with other struggles for freedom, both within the US and in the world. 
9. The student will be able to assess how the ideas of other societies led to the formation of the unique American system of government and identify other 

aspects of American culture today that have been shaped by other countries. 
10.  The student will be able to explain the functioning of the US government as outlined in the US Constitution and apply the knowledge when assessing current 

issues related to American government. 
11.  The student will be able to explain how the US Constitution was ratified and why many people were opposed to the document and relate this to contemporary 

debates over the meaning of the Constitution. 
12.  The student will be able to understand what rights are protected in the US Bill of Rights and appreciate their significance for our daily lives. 
13.  The student will be able to identify the contributions and legacies of America’s first Presidencies and compare them to other Americans who have been 

groundbreaking in new fields. 
14.  The student will be able to describe how the culture of the American people had changed from colonial times and apply that to the ways American culture has 

changed as a result of major events in our time. 
15.   The student will be able to explain the significance of this “revolution” and identify other “revolutions” in contemporary society. 
 
 
 


