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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The philosophy of the Monroe Township School District is to provide students with a multitude of opportunities in which they can 

experience a quality education.  While our educational programs take into account the physical, social and emotional needs of our 
students, the primary educational focus continues to be largely academic in nature. We believe that students learn best when they are 
able to actively construct meaning. We believe that learning is best experienced when it is student-centered and fosters the capacity to 
hypothesize, theorize and clearly articulate thought. We recognize that students come to school with prior knowledge and pre-existing 
assumptions about the world around them. We believe that the Social Studies curriculum should be problem and/or scenario based and 
allow students to interact with the content.  

This curriculum represents the expression of educational ideas in practice. The curriculum is guided by the use of Essential 
Questions and Big Ideas that help facilitate student-thought and content integration. As our students continue to grow in an ever 
shrinking and changing world, it is our belief that they must become equipped to be global citizens by learning the skills of effective 
cooperation and collaboration for global problem solving.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

Educational Goals 
Students will: 

• Appreciate that the study of Social Studies helps build civic awareness and responsibility. 
• Understand that problem-solving and critical thinking is essential to learning and enduring understanding.   
• Inquire and explore the relationship between Social Studies, the growth of democracy and active citizenship.  
• Communicate ideas by identifying a problem, developing a solution and sharing with others.  
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies were revised in 2004.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards for grades 9-12 and may be found in the Curriculum folder on 
the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm 
 
The New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education mandates that every board of education shall include instruction on the 
Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html 
 
 
The Amistad Bill (A1301), calls on “New Jersey schools to incorporate African-American history into their social studies curriculum.” 
Passed by the New Jersey legislature in 2002, “The Amistad Bill” created the Amistad Commission, a 22- member body charged with 
ensuring that the rich heritage and lessons of black America are fully represented and taught throughout the state’s classrooms.   
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/ 
 
The Assistant Deputy Secretary for Innovation and Improvement, Department of Education, announces that, pursuant to legislation 
passed by Congress, educational institutions receiving Federal funding are required to hold an educational program pertaining to the 
United States Constitution on September 17 of each year. 
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html�
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/�
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf�
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 Kindergarten Social Studies 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I: Interdependence 
I) Social Institutions 

a. People

b. 

- Self/Family: Understand self by identifying physical 
characteristics, personality traits, favorites. Identify and describe social 
groups one belongs to. (family heritage) 
Connections

c. 

-Community: Identify other social groups one belongs to 
(school community, friends, teams, interest groups). 
Ideas and Beliefs

II. Explorers 

-Explore the importance of social interactions and how 
people need each other.  

a. People

b. 

-Investigate the journeys and history of Christopher Columbus 
and the impact his discoveries had on the world. Utilize maps, globes 
and the compass rose to demonstrate and visualize the findings of 
Christopher Columbus. Identify continents and oceans on the Earth. 
Connections

c. .

- Investigate ways to explore our own world today. Take a 
nature walk or discover a new area at school or neighborhood.  
Ideas and Beliefs

 

- Discuss how people’s beliefs about the planet 
changed as a result of the explorers. 

III) Native American Culture 
 a.  People

b. 

-Examine the Native American culture. Describe the varieties of 
ways that they meet their needs ( food, clothing, shelter, recreation, and 
the arts). 
Connections

c. 

-Compare and contrast the lifestyles of Native Americans 
past and present. Discuss similarities and differences with our own 
culture. 
Ideas and Beliefs

IV) Colonial Life/Long Ago & Today 

-Describe the ideology of the Native Americans and 
their respect of nature. 

a. People

b. 

- Examine the daily life of Pilgrims/Colonial Americans. Describe 
how they met their needs (food, clothing, shelter, recreation and the 
arts). 
Connections

c. 

- Compare and contrast daily life of long ago and today. 
Recognize advancements. 
Ideas and Beliefs

Quarter II: Interactions 

- Discuss the ideology of early Americans and the 
sacrifices they made to obtain freedom.  

V) Multicultural Celebrations/Traditions 
a. People

b. 

- Family: Identify special family celebrations (birthdays, 
anniversaries, weddings, family reunions), and how extended families 
gather together and follow traditions. Religious Communities:  Examine 
how different cultures and religions celebrate events that are special to 
their history (i.e. Hanukkah, Christmas, Poinsettia Day, Dewali). 
Community/Country: Explore holidays celebrated by communities and 
countries that celebrate events special to their history. (i.e. 
Independence Day, Memorial Day, Thanksgiving). 
Connections

c. 

- Identify special celebrations that have been held in your 
family, community and country. 
Ideas and Beliefs

VI) Civil Rights 

- Discuss how a culture’s ideas and beliefs drive their 
customs and traditions. 

a. People

b. 

- Explore the story and struggles of Martin Luther King Jr. and 
the Civil Rights Movement. Identify accomplishments of important 
African Americans Native Americans and women in history ( ie: Martin 
Luther King Jr. George Washington Carver, Squanto, Sacagawea, 
Rosa Parks, Susan B. Anthony, Sally Ride) 
Connections

c. 

- Examine how being treated differently because of hair or 
eye color can cause feelings of sadness. Examine how it would feel to 
be left out, because of a physical characteristic you are born with. 
Ideas and Beliefs-Explore basic concepts of diversity, tolerance, 
fairness and respect for others. 
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Quarter III: Order 

VII)   American Presidents / United States Symbols and Customs 
a. People-

b. 

 Identify important presidents in American history (George 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, current president) and their 
contributions. Recognize and gain respect for the United States 
symbols and customs. Define citizens of a community or country. 
Connections

c. 

- Identify United States symbols and customs that are a 
part of our everyday life at home, in school and the community (Pledge 
of Allegiance, Bald Eagle, Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty, White House, 
United States Flag, The Capitol Building). Explain how these symbols 
connect us to each other and help identify us as part of a community. 
Ideas and Beliefs

  

- Understand the importance of honor and respect for 
our country. 

VIII) Citizen Rights and Responsibilities / Rules and Laws 
a. People

b. 

- Define the qualities of a good citizen. Explore the rights of 
individuals, and how we protect those rights. Understand voting rights.  
Identify community leaders (mayor, governor, president). Identify authority 
figures that help keep order (police, judges). Identify rules and laws that 
exist for safety and fairness in our community.  
Connections

 

- Identify the authority figures that are responsible for keeping 
children safe and happy at home, in school and in the community (parents, 
teachers, school staff, principal, assistant principal). Identify rules that are 
followed in different settings for children (school, bus, cafeteria, 
playground). 
Ideas and Beliefs 

    

-Explore the concepts of order and disorder. Understand 
why society works best with organization and rules. 

Quarter IV: Community 
IX) Community Helpers / Money / Goods and Services 

 People

 

- Describe important jobs and roles that people have in a 
community that impact on our daily lives. Examine the variety of goods 
and services that are available and how an economic system works. 
Connections

 

 - Identify the community helpers in our own community. 
Identify the goods and services that families need and want. Imagine 
and design a plan to earn and save money for something special. 
Ideas and Beliefs

X) Global Citizens / The Environment / Maps and Globes 

 – Explore the economic forces, ideas and institutions 
that exist in our world.  

 People 

 

- Examine the impact that people have on the environment. 
Explore the responsibilities of the global community to protect and 
preserve Earth’s resources. Utilize map skills to identify landforms 
(valley, mountain, plain, hill), and waterways (stream, river, lake, 
ocean),  on Earth. Describe the physical characteristics of different 
land and water ecosystems. 
Connections 

 

- Describe how children can help to protect the Earth. 
Define the concept of. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Develop an 
understanding and awareness of our ecosystem and ecology. 
Ideas and Beliefs

XI) Transportation and Communication / The Global Community 

 Explore the concept of aesthetic beauty and the 
impact it has on people of the Earth. Understand the connection 
between people and nature. 

a. People
      people have used throughout history to connect to the world.  

 - Examine the forms of transportation and communication that  

b. Connections 
      (mail, telephone, cell phone, email, text message, Internet). Describe   

            the variety of ways that one can travel to get to locations around the  
            community and the world (bicycle, scooter, quad, car, bus, train, plane,     
            helicopter). 

– Describe the variety of ways that we communicate today 

c. Ideas and Beliefs 
      continuallyseek advancements in technology and human systems.    
      Describe the impact of these accomplishments.  

– Understand the motivation of society  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Interdependence 
:  

<Grade K/Social Studies> 
Topic: Social Institutions 

Goal 1: The student will be able to appreciate the importance of social institutions and identify various 
social groups that they belong to. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5  
1.1. People

 

 – Self/Family 
Understand self by 
identifying physical 
characteristics, personality 
traits and favorites. Identify 
and describe social groups 
one belongs to.  Describe 
characteristics of home and 
family. Define the social 
groups that the family 
belongs to (extended family, 
religious community, 
heritage). (6.2.2. A.3) 

1.2. Connections

 

 – Community 
Identify and list other social 
groups one belongs to 
(school community, 
neighborhood, friends, 
teams, interest groups). 
(6.6.2. A.1) 

1.3. Ideas and Beliefs

• Who are you? 

 – 
Understand and describe 
the importance of social 
interaction and how people 
need each other. (6.2.2. 
A.6) 

• What groups do you belong to? 
• Why do people enjoy doing things together? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model:  

1.  What are you like? 

Students will imagine that 
they have just met some aliens from another 
planet. They need to create a visual display 
(poster or banner) with drawings, photographs 
and graphics that describes themselves and the 
social groups that they belong to. Students will 
then have an opportunity to share their project 
with the class as if they were aliens from 
another world and did not have a previous 
understanding of our cultural social groups (ie: 
Cub Scouts, Brownies, T-Ball, Ballet). The 
presentation should also encourage the aliens 
to assimilate into our culture and find some 
interest groups to join. The student’s oral 
presentation of their visual display will answer 
the following questions: 

2. What is your family like? 
3. What groups do you belong to? 
4. Why might an alien choose to 

join some of these groups? 
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Interdependence 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic: Explorers 

Goal 2: The student will be able to acquire historical and geographical understanding of their world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 2.1. People

 

 – Investigate the 
journeys and history of 
Christopher Columbus and 
the impact his discoveries 
had on the world. Utilize 
maps, globes and the 
compass rose to 
demonstrate and visualize 
his findings. Identify 
continents and oceans on 
the Earth. (6.1.2.A.1, A.2, 
A.4) 

2.2. Connections

 

: - Identify ways 
to explore our own world 
today. Take a nature walk or 
discover a new area at 
school or in the 
neighborhood. (6.6.2. A.1, 
A.2, A.3) 

2.3. Ideas and Beliefs

 

 – Explain 
how people’s beliefs about 
the planet, changed as a 
result of the explorers. 
(6.1.2. A.2, A.4, 6.4.2. A.3, 
6.4.2 B.1, B.3) 

• What is an explorer? 
• Why do we celebrate Columbus Day? 
• How can you explore your world? 
• Why do we need explorers today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model

1. How did Christopher Columbus 
explore his world? 

:  Students will imagine that 
they are an explorer in our world today.  They 
need to choose a fronteir that they would like to 
investigate (space, planets, deep sea, polar 
regions, rain forest  etc.). They will draw a 
picture that portrays Christopher Columbus 
embarking on his journey to India. The picture 
should demonstrate an understanding of the 
transportation mode, and clothing of that time 
period. Then students will create a picture that 
shows themselves preparing to embark on an 
exploration mission of today. Their picture 
should contain a mode of transportation (space 
shuttle, deep sea dive apparatus, ice breaker 
ship for polar regions), as well as correct 
clothing and tools of today.  Students will have 
an opportunity to share their pictures. They 
should describe the fronteir they are exploring 
and also compare and contrast the similarities 
and differences of these journeys. The oral 
presentation of student work should contain the 
answers to these questions. 

2. What did Christopher Columbus 
find on his journey? 

3. How will you explore your world? 
4. What would you expect to find on 

your journey? 
5. What would you say to convince 

others to explore your chosen 
frontier? 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Interdependence 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic: Explorers 

Goal 2: The student will be able to acquire historical and geographical understanding of their world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Interdependence 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic: Native American Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of a cultural group in the history of 
New Jersey and the United States. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 3.1. People

 

 – Describe the 
Native American culture of 
long ago and today. Identify 
the varieties of ways that 
they met and meet their 
needs (food, clothing, 
shelter, recreation and the 
arts). (6.1.2 A.1, A.2, A.4, 
6.4.2 B.2) 

3.2. Connections

 

 – Compare the 
Native American culture to 
our own culture.  (6.6.2. E.1, 
E.3) 

3.3. Ideas and Beliefs

 

 – 
Describe the ideology of the 
Native Americans and their 
respect for nature. (6.2.2. 
E.2) 

• What is culture? 
• Why do people live together? 
• How do people in a community depend on each other? 
• What is special about the Native American culture? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model

1. How did Native Americans of long ago 
live their daily life? 

:  Students will imagine that 
they are in a time machine sending them back to 
the time of the first Thanksgiving. They will 
visualize a Native American community or tribe 
of long ago. The class will create a model of this 
community. Students will use classroom 
materials and collected items of nature such as 
sticks or leaves to help bring their community to 
life. Each child will make or build their own 
dwelling (teepee, longhouse) for the class 
model. Details may be added giving examples of 
food, clothing, shelter, recreation and the arts. 
Examples of Native American art should be 
included as they decorate their dwelling, 
displaying the colors and symbols typical of 
their culture. Each child will be able to identify 
important components of the community and 
culture. Children will be able to answer the 
following questions: 

2. What jobs did each member of the group 
do to help their community? 

3. How is our daily life alike and different? 
4. What can we learn from the Native 

Americans? 
5. Why is it important to learn about Native 

American culture? 
 

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Interdependence 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic: Native American Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of a cultural group in the history of 
New Jersey and the United States. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Interdependence 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic: Colonial Life/Long Ago & Today 

Goal 4: The student will be able to acquire understanding of societal ideas and forces throughout the 
history of New Jersey, the United States and the world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 4.1. People

 
 

 – Examine the daily 
life of Pilgrims/Colonial 
Americans. Describe how 
they met their needs (food, 
clothing, shelter, recreation 
and the arts). Understand 
the story of the first 
Thanksgiving. (6.1.2 A.1, 
A.4, 6.4.2. A.3, 6.4.2.B.3) 

4.2. Connections

 
 

 – Compare 
and contrast daily life of long 
ago and today. Recognize 
advancements. (6.1.2.A.2, 
6.4.2.A.1,A.3) 

4.3. Ideas and Beliefs

 

 – 
Describe the ideology of 
early Americans and the 
sacrifices they made to 
obtain religious freedom. 
(6.1.2. A.4,) 

• How does a community work? 
• Why is it so important for people to be free? 
• How has life changed in America over the years? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model:

1. What kind of clothing did the early 
Americans wear? 

  Students wil imagine that 
they are attending the first Thanksgiving. They 
will create a Pilgrim costume with a collar and a 
hat to represent a girl or boy from that time. 
Children will share a feast with friends just like 
the Native Americans and Pilgrims did long ago. 
Students will be able to reinact the celebration. 
Upon questioning, students will be able to 
answer the following questions: 
 

2. How did they find food for their families? 
3. Who helped the early settlers survive? 
4. Why did the Pilgrims come over to 

America. 
5. Would you do the same thing if you were 

one of them? Explain. 
 
 
 
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Interactions 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  Multicultural Celebrations / Traditions 

Goal 5: The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of traditions and celebrations of 
various cultures. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 5.1. People

 

 - Family: Identify 
special family celebrations 
(birthdays, anniversaries, 
weddings, family reunions) 
and how extended families 
gather together and follow 
traditions. Explain how 
different cultures and 
religions celebrate events 
that are special to their 
history (i.e. Hanukkah, 
Christmas, Poinsettia Day, 
Dewali). Community / 
Country: Identify holidays 
celebrated by communities 
and countries that celebrate 
events special to their 
history (i.e. Independence 
Day, Memorial Day, 
Thanksgiving). (6.1.2.A.1-2, 
A.4, A.6, 6..2.2.E.2-3, 
6.6.2.A.3) 

5.2. Connections

 

 – Identify 
special celebrations that 
have been held in your 
family, community and 
country. (6.4.2.B.3) 

Ideas and Beliefs

• Why do people come together to celebrate special 
events? 

 – Discuss 
how a culture’s ideas and 
beliefs drive their customs 
and traditions. 

• How do people from other cultures celebrate special 
events? 

• What is always the same in all these different kinds of 
celebrations? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model

1. What time of year does this event 
occur? 

: Students will imagine that 
they are part of another cultural group from 
around the world. They will be planning a big 
celebration for an upcoming special event or 
holiday. Students need to plan for the 
celebration and create an invitation for their 
event. Their invitation should answer the 
following questions: 
 

2. What special activities will be available? 
3. What music, foods and colors are 

associated with this event? 
4. How can you convince someone from 

another community to come share your 
event? 

5. How do you feel about this celebration? 
Explain. 

 
 
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Interactions 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  Civil Rights 

Goal 6: The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of struggles in civil rights and the 
importance of acceptance of diversity. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 6.1. People

 

 – Summarize the 
story and struggles of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and the Civil 
Rights Movement. Identify 
accomplishments of 
important Native Americans, 
African Americans and 
women in history (i.e. 
Squanto, Sacagawea, 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
George Washington Carver, 
Rosa Parks, Sally Ride). 
(6.1.2.A.4, 6.4.2.B.1-2) 

6.2. Connections

 

 – Imagine 
being treated differently 
because of hair or eye color. 
Explain how it would feel to 
be left out because of a 
physical characteristic you 
are born with. (6.2.2.A.6) 

6.3. Ideas and Beliefs

 

 – 
Understand basic concepts 
of diversity, tolerance, 
fairness and respect for 
others. (6.2.2.A.6) 

• Who was Martin Luther King Jr.? 
• Why is his birthday an important holiday in our country? 
• Why should people be treated fairly? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model

1. Why did the rules need to be changed? 

:  Ask students to imagine 
that they are visitors in a strange new land 
called “Unfair World”. They find that as 
newcomers they are not allowed to play on the 
playgrounds, eat at the ice cream shop, ride on 
the trolly cars, or go to the same schools as the 
natives. Students will pretend to attend a town 
meeting with the mayor of “Unfair World”, and 
convince her to adopt a new set of rules for the 
land. They will create a poster displaying the 
new rules for the land using pictures and/or 
words to label. Students will then re-name the 
community. Children will have an opportunity to 
share their new laws for the land. Their oral 
presentation should answer the following 
questions: 
 

2. How did it feel coming to a place with 
unfair rules? 

3. Why should other visitors come to this 
new land now? 

 
 
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 



 18 

 
Su

gg
es

te
d 

da
ys

 o
f 

In
st

ru
ct

io
n 

Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Order 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  American Presidents / United States Symbols and Customs 

Goal 7: The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship and how to participate in the 
constitutional system of government of the United States. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 7.1. People

 

 – Identify important 
presidents in American 
history (George 
Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, current president) 
and their contributions. 
Recognize and gain respect 
for the United States 
symbols and customs. 
Define citizens of a 
community or country. 
(6.2.2.A.1-6, C.1, D.1, 
6.4.2.B.1) 

7.2. Connections

 

 – Identify 
United States symbols and 
customs that are a part of 
our everyday life at home, in 
school and in the community 
(Pledge of Allegiance, Bald 
Eagle, Liberty Bell, Statue of 
Liberty, White House, 
United States Flag, The 
Capitol Building). Explain 
how these symbols connect 
us to each other and help 
identify ourselves as part of 
a community. (6.2.2.B.1, 
6.4.2.B.3-4) 

7.3. Ideas and Beliefs

• Who are our leaders? 

 – 
Understand the importance  

• What presidents have made a difference in our 
country? 

• What do American symbols mean to us? 
• Why are we proud of our country? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Model

1. What symbols represent our country? 

: Students will imagine that 
they are travel agents. They will create a 
brochure displaying pictures of American 
symbols and presidents. Their brochure will 
highlight the ideas and beliefs of our country 
and encourage travelers to come here to visit. 
Student completed work will answer the 
following questions: 
 

2. What do the symbols stand for? 
3. Why should travelers come here to 

visit? 
4. How do you feel about being an 

American? 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Order 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  American Presidents / United States Symbols and Customs 

Goal 7: The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship and how to participate in the 
constitutional system of government of the United States. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
of honor and respect for our 
country. Describe the feeling 
of being proud of your country, 
and belonging to a group. 
(6.2.2.B.1) 

 

 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

 
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Order 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  Citizen Rights and Responsibilities / Rules and Laws 

Goal 8: The student will be able to acquire an understanding of the democratic process, the importance 
of rules and laws in a community, and the qualities of a good citizen. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 8.1. People

 

 – Define the 
qualities of a good citizen. 
Identify the rights of 
individuals, and how we 
protect those rights.  
Participate in the democratic 
process. Understand voting 
rights. Identify community 
leaders (mayor, governor, 
president). Identify authority 
figures that help keep order 
(police, judges). Identify 
rules and laws that exist for 
safety and fairness in our 
community. (6.2.2.A.1-6, 
D.1) 

8.2. Connections

 

 – Identify the 
authority figures that are 
responsible for keeping 
children safe and happy at 
home, in school and in the 
community (parents, 
teachers, school staff, 
principal, assistant 
principal). Identify rules that 
are followed in different 
settings for children (school, 
bus, cafeteria, playground). 
(6.2.2.A.1-2, C.1) 

8.3. Ideas and Beliefs

• Why do we have rules and laws? 

 – Define 
the concepts of order and 

• Who helps keep us safe at home, in school and in the 
community? 

• What does a good citizen do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Model

1. What are the qualities of a good citizen? 

:  Have students imagine that 
they are participating in a national Citizen of the 
Year competition. Students will nominate a 
candidate to vote for in the contest. They may 
choose to nominate a classmate, family 
member, school worker, community helper or 
even themselves. They need to draw a picture of 
their nominee and write or tell why that person 
is a good citizen. Students need to incorprate 
their knowledge and understanding of 
citizenship and give specific examples to 
support their candidate in a presentation to the 
class. The class can hold a primary vote and 
narrow down the list to the top five candidates. 
Students will then experience the democratic 
process by holding a secret ballot vote to 
decide as a class which candidate will win the 
Citizen of the Year award. A special certificate 
can be made by the class  and presented to the 
winner. Through this process students will be 
able to answer the following questions: 
 

2. Who are the people we admire in our 
community? 

3. How can we decide an outcome fairly in 
a large group? 

4. Do you believe that fairness is 
important? Explain. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Order 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  Citizen Rights and Responsibilities / Rules and Laws 

Goal 8: The student will be able to acquire an understanding of the democratic process, the importance 
of rules and laws in a community, and the qualities of a good citizen. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

disorder. Understand why 
society works best with 
organization and rules. 
(6.2.2.A.1-2,4, 6, D.1) 
 

 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Community 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  Community Helpers / Money / Good and Services 

Goal 9: The student will be able to acquire a basic understanding of economic forces, ideas and 
institutions in their community and throughout the world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

10 9.1. People

 

 – Describe important 
jobs and roles that people 
have in a community that 
impact on our daily lives. 
List the variety of goods and 
services that are available 
and explain how an 
economic system works. 
(6.5.2.A.1-4, B.1) 

9.2. Connections

 

 – Identify the 
community helpers in our 
own community. Identify the 
goods and services that 
families need and want. 
Imagine and design a plan 
to earn and save money for 
something special. 
(6.5.2.A.1-4, B.1) 

9.3. Ideas and Beliefs

 

 – 
Describe the economic 
forces, ideas and institutions 
that exist in our world. 
(6.5.2.A.3-4) 

• What do people need and want in a community? 
• How do people obtain what they need and want? 
• How would you go about getting something special that 

you really want? 
• What job would you like to have when you are grown 

up? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Model

1. What kinds of jobs would you enjoy 
doing? 

:  Students will imagine that 
they have stepped into a time machine.  They 
have gone through a time warp and when they 
come out, they are 18 years old and about to 
graduate from high school. Students will 
imagine something that they would want or 
need as they graduate from high school (a car, a 
trip, a boat, supplies for college, etc.). Then 
students need to come up with a plan to decide 
how they could earn money for their desired 
item(s). Students will prepare a book of ways to 
earn money. Their book will describe the item 
they would like to purchase. Each page could 
then list jobs they could do, services they could 
provide and/or things they could sell to help 
raise the money for their item. Children will 
share their stories with the class. Student work 
and presentation should provide answers to the 
following questions: 
 

2. How can you earn money? 
3. Who would want to pay you for your 

goods and/or services? 
4. How would you feel after earning 

enough money to purchase your 
item(s)? 

5. What would you say to convince your 
friends to save their money? 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Community 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  Community Helpers / Money / Good and Services 

Goal 9: The student will be able to acquire a basic understanding of economic forces, ideas and 
institutions in their community and throughout the world. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Community 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic:  Global Citizens / The Environment / Maps and Globes 

Goal 10: The student will be able to acquire geographical understanding by studying the environment 
and society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 10.1. People

 

 –Describe the 
impact that people have on 
the environment. Identify the 
responsibilities of the global 
community to protect and 
preserve Earth’s resources. 
Utilize map skills to identify 
landforms (valley, mountain, 
plain, hill), and waterways 
(stream, river, lake, ocean), 
on Earth. Identify the 
continents and oceans on a 
map and globe. (6.6.2.A.1-3, 
B.1-2)  

10.2. Connections

 

 – Describe 
how children can help to 
protect the Earth. Define the 
concepts of Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle. Develop an 
understanding and 
awareness of our 
ecosystem and ecology. 
(6.6.2.E.1,3) 

Ideas and Beliefs

• What kind of ecosystems can you find on Earth? 

 – 
Understand the concept of 
aesthetic beauty and the 
impact it has on people of 
the Earth. Understand the 
connection between people 
and nature. (6.6.2.B.1-2, 
E.1,3) 

• Why do people need to protect them? 
• How can you help protect the environment? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model

1. What are some beautiful places on 
Earth? 

 -  Students will imagine that 
they are going to participate in a national Earth 
Day program. They will each create a poster that 
highlights a beautiful place on Earth and how 
we can protect that ecosystem.  Student posters 
should contain a drawing of what their beautiful 
place looks like. Pictures should include 
landforms, waterways, foliage and animals 
appropriate for that region. The poster should 
also contain a slogan to help people remember 
how important it is to preserve these beautiful 
places for the future. Students will share and 
display their posters.  Students will be able to 
answer the following questions: 
 

2. What will we find there? 
3. What can we do to help keep these 

places beautiful?  
4. Who should help? 
5. Why should we care? Explain. 

 
 
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:   Community 
:  

Grade K / Social Studies  
Topic: Transportation and Communication / The Global Community 

Goal 11: The student will be able to acquire geographical understanding by studying human systems in 
geography. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 11.1. People

 

 – Identify the forms 
of transportation and 
communication that people 
have used throughout 
history to connect to the 
world. (6.1.2.A.1-3, 
6.6.2.D.1-2) 

11.2. Connections

 

 – Describe the 
variety of ways that we 
communicate today (mail, 
telephone, cell phone, 
email, text message, 
internet). Describe the 
variety of ways that you can 
travel to get to locations 
around the community and 
the world (bicycle, scooter, 
quad, car, bus, train, plane, 
helicopter). (6.6.2.A.1, 
6.6.2.D.1-2) 

11.3. Ideas and Beliefs 

• How did people communicate and travel in the past? 

– 
Understand the motivation 
of society to continually 
seek advancements in 
technology and human 
systems. Describe the 
impact of these 
accomplishments. 
(6.1.2.A.1-4, 6.6.2.D.1-2) 

• How do people communicate and travel today? 
• Why is it important for people of the world to 

communicate and travel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it must 
be of equal or better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
 

Assessment Model

1. What landforms and waterways will you 
be seeing along your journey? 

 -  Students will imagine that 
they are a News Reporter covering world 
events. They need to plan a trip to a location for 
a special event (Olympics, volcano eruption, 
Live Earth Concert etc.). They need to create a 
list of things they will need to travel and 
communicate their story. Their list should 
include their destination and how they will travel 
there. They also need to include communication 
devices that they will need (cell phone, laptop, 
video camera etc.) . Students should be able to 
answer the following questions: 
 

2. How else could you have traveled there? 
3. How will you keep in touch with your 

family at home? 
4. How would a News Reporter from the 

past have covered this story? 
5. How could you convince a News 

Reporter from the past to travel through 
time and cover this story today? 

 
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered orally, 
in pictures, through presentations to the 
teacher/class, quizzes, mobiles, computer 
templates, oral reports, booklets, acting out a 
story, or other formats of measurement used by 
the teacher. 
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Kindergarten Social Studies 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
 
 
1. The student will be able to appreciate the importance of social institutions and identify various social groups that they   

belong to. 
2. The student will be able to acquire historical and geographical understanding of their world. 
3. The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of a cultural group in the history of New Jersey and the United 

States. 
4. The student will be able to acquire understanding of societal ideas and forces throughout the history of New Jersey, the 

United States and the world. 
5. The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of traditions and celebrations of various cultures 
6. The student will be able to acquire historical understanding of struggles in civil rights and the importance of acceptance of 

diversity. 
7. The student will be able to learn democratic citizenship and how to participate in the constitutional system of government 

of the United States. 
8. The student will be able to acquire an understanding of the democratic process, the importance of rules and laws in a 

community, and the qualities of a good citizen. 
9. The student will be able to acquire a basic understanding of economic forces, ideas and institutions in their community 

and throughout the world. 
10. The student will be able to acquire geographical understanding by studying the environment and society. 
11. The student will be able to acquire geographical understanding by studying human systems in geography. 
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Addendum 



Kindergarten Social Studies 
Book/Tech List 

 
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Interdependence Interactions Order Community 
        
Miss Bindergarten I Have a Dream The Pledge of Mommy Works, 
Gets Ready For Illustrated Ed. Allegiance: Daddy Works: 
Kindergarten:   John Fleck Marika Pedersen 
Joseph Slate Black Through      
  My Eyes: The American Flag: I Shop With My  
Tom Goes To Ruby Bridges Tristan Binns Daddy: 
Kindergarten:     Grace Maccarone 
Margaret Wild We Are a Rainbow The Bald Eagle:   
  Nancy Tabor Tristan Binns Monster Money: 
David Goes To      Grace Maccarone 
School:  The Dancing Respect:   
David Shannon Dragon: Marcia Lucia Raatma Where Are You? 
  Vaughan   Francesca Simon 
Yolanda's Yellow   Mayor For a Day:   
School:  Cinco de Mayo: Carl Sommer When I Grow Up: 
Kelly Asbury Janet Riehecky   Peter Horn 
        
On The Day I Celebrating: Me, Too: When I'm Big: 
Was Born: Gwenyth Swain Mercer Mayor Tim Drury 
Debi Chocolate       
  My First Kwaanza No, David!: Jobs People Do: 
The Little House: Deborah Chocolate David Shannon Christopher Maynard 
Virginia Lee Burton       
  Hello! Good-bye!: So, You Want To Bunny Money: 
My House: Aliki Be President: Rosemary Wells 
Lisa Desimini   Judith St. George   
  All the Colors of   Recycle That!: 
Columbus Day the Earth: The Story of the Fay Robinson 
L. Liestman Sheila Hamanaka Statue of Liberty:   
    Betsy Maestro Our Earth: 
Knots on a  Galimoto:   Anne Rockwell 
Counting Rope: Karen Lynn  Woodrow the White   
Bill Martin Jr. Williams House Mouse: It's My City! A 
    Peter Barnes   
      Singing Map: 
www.harcourtschool www.harcourtschool www.harcourtschool April Pulley Sayre 
.com/socialstudies .com/socialstudies .com/socialstudies   
      www.usmint.gov/kids 
www.worldkidsnet www.harcourtschool www.whitehouse.gov /index 
  .com/timeforkids /Wh/kids/html/   
www.billybear4kids   home/html www.nationalgeo 
.com/html www.nationalgeo   graphic.com/ 
  graphicom/main www.kidsvoting,usa   
  html .org/ www.geocity.com 
        

 

http://www.harcourtschool/�
http://www.harcourtschool/�
http://www.harcourtschool/�
http://www.usmint.gov/kids�
http://www.worldkidsnet/�
http://www.harcourtschool/�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/�
http://www.billybear4kids/�
http://www.nationalgeo/�
http://www.nationalgeo/�
http://www.kidsvoting,usa/�
http://www.geocity.com/�
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