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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 
 

Philosophy  
 
 The Sociology course is designed to afford students of varying abilities an opportunity to master the content and skills of this 
discipline and to help students enrich their life experience. Sociology is introduced as a way of seeing and understanding the social 
world. The course is designed with a variety of activities and real applications to students’ lives and current events. The focus will be the 
examination of Sociology as both a pure and applied science. Students will observe and record social relationships as well as study the 
relationship between the individual and society.  Major emphasis will be placed on culture, social structure, social institutions, human 
interaction, group dynamics, and social inequality. The implications of the changing social world will also be analyzed. Through the 
study of Sociology, students will be better able to handle the complex issues encountered as citizens of a democracy.  
 

Our philosophy is to provide students with a multitude of opportunities in which they can experience a quality education.  While 
our educational programs take into account the physical, social, and emotional needs of our students, the primary educational focus 
continues to be largely academic in nature. We believe that students learn best when they are able to actively construct meaning.  We 
believe that learning is best experienced when it is student-centered and fosters the capacity to hypothesize, theorize and clearly 
articulate thought. We recognize that students come to school with prior knowledge and pre-existing assumptions about the world 
around them. We believe that the Social Studies curriculum should be problem and/or scenario based and allow students to interact 
with the content.  

 
The curriculum represents the expression of educational ideas in practice. Our curriculum is guided by the use of Essential 

Questions and Big Ideas that help facilitate student-thought and content integration. As our students continue to grow in an ever 
shrinking and changing world, it is our belief that they must become equipped to be global citizens by learning the skills of effective 
cooperation and collaboration for global problem solving.   
 
  
 

Educational Goals 
 Students will: 

• Appreciate that they belong to a world and a community in which they play an integral role. 
• Appreciate diversity and respect the contributions, customs and beliefs of the greater community. 
• Understand through problem solving and critical thinking that they can be an agent of positive change in their school, their 

community and in the world in which they live.  
• Inquire about and gain an understanding of the complex dynamics of human and social relationships in society.  
• Respect the need to value and promote civic awareness and understanding. 
• Communicate ideas by identifying problems, developing solutions and sharing with others.  
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
  
The Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards for grades 9-12 and may 
be found in the Curriculum folder on the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social 
Studies may also be found at:  
 
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm�
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Sociology 
Scope and Sequence 

 
Quarter I 

I. Sociological Perspectives 
a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research 

b. 

- Identify the social aspects of students’ daily 
lives. Explain Sociology as a field of science, studying human behavior and 
social structure. Identify careers in the field of Sociology and explain details 
of those that students find most interesting.  Trace the development of 
Sociology as a field of science.  Describe and discuss basic research 
methods and concepts used by sociologists. Explain steps taken by 
sociologists to guide their research.  Discuss ethics in sociological research. 
Social Structure 

c. 

- Define and apply the three major theoretical perspectives 
applied in the study of Sociology.  
Human Behavior/Relationships -

d. 

 Define and apply the three major 
theoretical perspectives applied in the study of Sociology.  
Connections

II. Culture 

 – Analyze the popularity of the Internet based using the 
theoretical perspectives of sociology. 

a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research

b. 

 – Describe norms of our society. Explain the 
relationship between norms and values.  Explain how culture and heredity 
affect social behavior. 
Social Structure – 

c. 

Discuss how cultural diversity is promoted within a 
society. Understand the role of ethnocentrism in society. 
Human Behavior/Relationships - 

d. 

Explain how culture and heredity affect 
social behavior. 
Connections

III. Socialization 

 – Analyze world cultures and identify similarities and 
differences. Analyze a news article that reveals a cultural issue in our 
society. 

a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research

b. 

– Define the term socialization. Explain the 
application of the theoretical perspectives on socialization. 
Social Structure

c. 

 – Analyze the role of family, school, peer group, and media 
in socializing young people. 
Human Behavior/Relationships

d. 

 – Describe the effects of extreme isolation 
on children. Discuss processes for socialization in adulthood.   
Connections

 

 – Analyze a news article that discusses a sociological study of 
socialization. 

Quarter II 
IV. Social Structures 
a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research

b. 

 – Explain what sociologists mean by social 
structure.  Define the concepts of group, social category, and social 
aggregate.  
Social Structure

c. 

 - Discuss how statuses and roles are related to social 
structure. Explain how culture and social structures are related. List the 
major characteristics of primary and secondary groups. Identify examples of 
bureaucracies and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of 
bureaucracy. Distinguish between formal and informal organizations.  
Human Behavior/Relationships 

d. 

– Discuss how statuses and roles influence 
human behavior. Describe five types of social interaction. Discuss the use 
of power within an organization. 
Connections

V. Deviance and Social Control 

 – Compare and contrast preindustrial, industrial, and 
postindustrial societies. Analyze a news article that discusses a type of 
social structure.  

a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research

b. 

 – Define deviance. Define social control and 
identify the major types of social control. Differentiate between the major 
theories of deviance: Functionalism, Symbolic Interaction and Conflict 
Theory. 
Social Structure 

c. 
– Define approaches to crime control. 

Human Behavior/Relationships 

d. 

- Discuss the positive and negative 
consequences of deviance.  
Connections – Analyze a news article that describes deviant behavior, 
social controls or the consequences of deviance. 
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VI. Social Stratification 
a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research - 

b. 

Identify the differences among the three major 
perspectives on stratification. Describe the measurement and extent of 
poverty in the U.S. 
Social Structure

c. 

 – Explain the relationship between stratification and social 
class. Compare and contrast the three dimensions of stratification. Identify 
the distinguishing characteristics of the major social classes in the U.S.  
Human Behavior/Relationships

d. 

 – Evaluate U.S. commitment to poverty 
programs. Discuss social mobility in the U.S. 
Connections

 

 – Analyze a news article that reveals an element of social 
stratification in our society. 

Quarter III 
VII. Social Inequalities 
a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research

b. 

 - Describe what sociologists mean by the terms 
minority, race and ethnicity. Explain how functionalists, conflict theorists, 
and symbolic interactionists view racial inequalities. 
Social Structure

c. 

 –Compare and contrast the condition of American 
minorities with that of the white majority. Analyze the difference between 
prejudice and discrimination. Define the concepts of sex, gender and 
gender identity. Distinguish between age stratification and ageism.  
Human Behavior/Relationships

d. 

 – Identify patterns of racial and ethnic 
relations. Describe the status of women in the United States. Summarize 
the inequality experienced by America’s elderly.  
Connections

VIII. Social Institutions 

 – Compare social inequalities that exist in our society today 
with those in American history during the 1800s and 1900s.   

a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research 

b. 

– Define concepts of sex, gender and gender 
identity. Describe the types of family structure and norms for marriage 
arrangements. Define the hidden curriculum. Compare and contrast views 
of family proposed by the three major perspectives. Distinguish between 
power, coercion, and authority. Explain the sociological meaning of religion. 
Describe different views of religion as seen by the major theoretical 
perspectives. Define secularization and describe its relationship to 
religiosity in the U.S. Describe religious fundamentalism in the U.S. from the 
sociological perspective. Compare and contrast sport in America from the 
sociological perspective. 
Social Structure 

c. 

- Outline the basic functions of education. Explain schools 
as bureaucracies.  Evaluate the merit-based nature of public education. 
Identify three forms of authority. Identify differences among democracy, 
totalitarianism, and authoritarianism. Describe characteristics of capitalism 
and socialism. Distinguish the basic types of religious organization. Explain 
the justification of sport as an American institution. Explain the relationship 
between American sport and social mobility. 
Human Behavior/Relationships - Outline

d. 

 the extent and cause of divorce in 
America. Provide an overview of family violence in the U.S.  Analyze 
educational inequality. Describe the ways in which schools socialize 
students. Explain how voting is an exercise of power.   Describe America’s 
changing workforce. Describe the meaning and nature of religiosity. 
Analyze evidence of sexism and racism in American sport.  
Connections –Analyze a news article that focuses on a current case of 
inequality. Analyze the future of family in the U.S.  Describe the 
consequences of corporate downsizing. Identify the distribution of religions 
around the world. Analyze a news article that includes sociological research 
on a social institution. 
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Quarter IV 

IX. Population and Urbanization  
a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research - Analyze theories of causes for population 

changes. Compare and contrast theories of city growth. 
b. Social Structure – Trace the development of preindustrial and modern 

cities. 
c. Human Behavior/Relationships - Explain the three population processes.   
d. Connections – Compare and contrast populations of the U.S. and other 

countries of the world.  Analyze a news article that contains data from the 
most recent U.S. census.  

 
 
 
   

X. Social Change and Collective Behavior 
a. Ideas and Beliefs/Research– Explain the three social processes that 

contribute to social change. Describe social change as viewed by the 
sociological perspectives. Compare and contrast theories of crowd 
behavior. Compare and contrast theories of social movements. 

b. Social Structure - . Identify how technology, population, natural 
environment, revolution. and war cause cultures to change. Define and 
identify rumors, fads and fashions. 

c. Human Behavior/Relationships – Identify responsibilities an individual has 
to society. Identify ways that an individual can make a difference in society.  

d. Connections – Analyze a news article about a social movement or about an 
individual that has made a difference in society. 

 
 XI. Research Projects and Presentations 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Sociological Perspectives 
 
Goal 1: The student will be able to define sociology and explore the sociologist’s view of 

society. 
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 
block

s 

1.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.4 A, 6.2 
B) 
• Identify the social aspects of a typical 

day in students’ lives. 
• Explain Sociology as a science, studying 

human behavior and social structure. 
• Identify careers in the field of Sociology 

and explain details regarding one they 
find most interesting.  

• Trace the development of Sociology as a 
field of science.  

 
1.2 Social Structure  - (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.2 D) 

• Define and apply the three major 
theoretical perspectives applied in the 
study of Sociology: Functionalism, 
Conflict Theory, and Symbolic 
Interaction. 

• Analyze situations using the theoretical 
perspectives of sociology. 

 
 
1.3 Human Behavior/Relationships – (6.1, 6..2 B, 

6.2 D, 6.4 A) 
• Define and apply the three major 

theoretical perspectives applied in the 
study of Sociology: Functionalism, 
Conflict Theory, and Symbolic 
Interaction. 

• Analyze situations using the theoretical 
perspectives of sociology. 

 
1.4 Connections – (6.1, 6.6 D, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Are humans social beings? 
• What is Sociology? 
• How has Sociology developed as a science? 
 

Assessment Model: 
In a small group configuration, students will 
research and apply the three theoretical 
perspectives to a topic. Student groups will 
randomly choose one of the following topics: 
Students driving to school, Teenage cell phone 
usage, Cable television, Students working, the 
Ipod.  Students will imagine that they are 
sociologists researching their chosen topic and 
apply the sociological perspectives. Each group 
will prepare an oral presentation that explains how 
they would apply each of the three sociological 
perspectives to their topic. The class will discuss 
group presentations. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
Coat of Arms: 
Students will create a personal coat of arms that 
expresses individual values, attitudes and 
relationships. Students will include: 

• A personal motto as a label on the top or 
bottom of the coat of arms.  

• The quadrants of the coat of arms should 
include shapes, symbols and/or words 
which reflect attitudes and beliefs 
regarding student:  Values, Relationships, 
Future and Interests. 

• On a separate sheet of paper, a short 
description of the symbols, words and 
pictures of each quadrant. 
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• Analyze the popularity of the Internet 
using the theoretical perspectives of 
sociology. 

 

Learning Activities:  
• Students imagine that they are a detective 

observing themselves for a 24 hour period. 
For the investigation, they will record all of 
their activities over the course of 24 hours 
in a “diary” to illustrate the social aspects 
of their day. 

 

The class will discuss their  
data/record and connections will be made 
to the study of sociology. 

• By examining a list of careers:  
http://www.asanet.org/cs/root/leftnav/caree
rs_and_jobs/careers_in_sociology 
students will choose one career that they 
find most interesting. Students will respond 
in writing as to why they find that career 
most interesting and how their strengths & 
weaknesses compare to those listed for 
that job. Students will research educational 
requirements, income expectations and 
management opportunities for the chosen 
career and include a short essay on the 
advantages and disadvantages of that 
career in sociology. 

 
• Discussion and lecture on the origins and 

development of Sociology. 
 

• Students will read model in textbook (p. 
28): “Sociology Looks at the Internet” and 
the class will discuss. Then, as a 
sociologist, students will consider the 
popularity of the Internet from the 
perspectives of functionalist, conflict and 
symbolic interactionists.  Students will 
write a brief statement describing how 
each perspective would approach this 
issue, including positive or negative effects 
depending on their interpretation. The 
class will discuss student statements. 

 
 

http://www.asanet.org/cs/root/leftnav/careers_and_jobs/careers_in_sociology�
http://www.asanet.org/cs/root/leftnav/careers_and_jobs/careers_in_sociology�
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Materials:  
-Textbook Sociology and You 
 
Internet Sites:  
American Sociology Association (careers): 
http://www.asanet.org/cs/root/leftnav/careers_and_
jobs/careers_in_sociology 
 
Dead Sociologists’ Society 
http://www.runet.edu/~lriedner/DSS/DEADSOC.ht
ml 
 
Optical Illusions: 
http://www.illlusionworks.com 
 

 

 REINSERT GOAL2 HERE…………….. 

http://www.asanet.org/cs/root/leftnav/careers_and_jobs/careers_in_sociology�
http://www.asanet.org/cs/root/leftnav/careers_and_jobs/careers_in_sociology�
http://www.runet.edu/~lriedner/DSS/DEADSOC.html�
http://www.runet.edu/~lriedner/DSS/DEADSOC.html�
http://www.illlusionworks.com/�
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 REINSERT GOAL2 HERE…………….. 

4 
block

s 

1.1.  Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.2  D, 6.2 E) 

• Describe and discuss basic research 
methods and concepts used by 
sociologists. 

• Explain steps that are taken by 
sociologists to guide their research. 

• Discuss ethics in sociological research. 
 
2.4     Connections – (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.2  D, 6.2 E) 

• Analyze research methods described in 
news articles. 

• What are the advantages and disadvantages 
of research methods used by sociologists? 

• What is sociology’s code of ethics and why is it 
necessary? 

 
 
 

Assessment Model: 
Assuming the role of a Sociologists, students will 
locate, read and evaluate an article reporting on a 
study (from a periodical or weekly news 
magazine). Students will summarize, in written 
format, the study results, identify the research 
method used and describe how the “safeguards” 
(text p. 62) can be applied to the reported study. 
 
Parent organizations around the country have 
become increasingly concerned about the amount 
of violence children see on television. In order to 
make decisions about regulating violence on 
television, government officials decide to analyze 
the problem. Students imagine that they have been 
hired to conduct a content analysis experiment that 
will examine acts of violence in television shows. 
Students will be required to collect and analyze 
data and make inferences from statistics. Students 
will view two television shows at home over a few 
days. Each show will be at least thirty minutes long 
and one will be a prime time drama for mature 
audiences and the other show will be a cartoon. 
Students will record the number of times that a 
person or an animal is subjected to physical 
violence (actions from shoving to shooting). 
Students will collect the data and will create a 
graph that demonstrates the number of violent acts 
for the shows they watched. The class will discuss 
results. Steps taken in their research will provide 
students an understanding of the use of 
quantitative research in the field of sociology.  
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities:  

• Students will examine pictures and record 
their first impressions or reactions to the 
pictures. The class will review reactions 
and discuss the variety of perspectives 
held by students in the class, making 
connections to elements of society that 
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 REINSERT GOAL2 HERE…………….. 

influence individual and group 
perspectives.  

 
• Discussion and lecture: Research 

Methods. 
 

• Student groups will analyze examples of 
research studies from current news articles 
and classify them by research method.  

 
• With a partner, students will complete 

“Skills at a Glance” activities (p. 46-49 of 
text): Using Basic Statistical Measures, 
Evaluating Internet Resources, and 
Reading Tables and Graphs. Students will 
evaluate data; a debriefing session will be 
conducted. 

 
• Students will read “Cheating in America” 

and will respond in written and verbal 
format to questions considering ethical 
behavior. 

 
• Students will read articles detailing various 

accounts of unethical research (see 
internet sites). Students imagine that they 
are a participant in one of the research 
studies and write a journal entry, as the 
participant, expressing their perspective of 
the study. The class will then discuss 
some of their perspectives, making 
connections to the idea of ethical research. 

 
 
Materials:  
-Textbook: Sociology and You. 
- Kevin Bushweller, “Student Cheating: A Morality 
Moratorium?”, The American School Board 
Journal, Issue 186 (April 1999), pp. 24-32. 
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 REINSERT GOAL2 HERE…………….. 

   
Internet sites: 
Unethical Research: 
http://www.tuskegee.edu/Global/Story.asp?s=1207
586 
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=en&M
oduleId=10005168 
http://www.decaturdaily.com/decaturdaily/news/05
0617/testing.shtml 
http://www.newstarget.com/019189.html 
 
Council of American Survey Research 
Organizations 
http://www.casro.org/index.htm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tuskegee.edu/Global/Story.asp?s=1207586�
http://www.tuskegee.edu/Global/Story.asp?s=1207586�
http://www.decaturdaily.com/decaturdaily/news/050617/testing.shtml�
http://www.decaturdaily.com/decaturdaily/news/050617/testing.shtml�
http://www.newstarget.com/019189.html�
http://www.casro.org/index.htm�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12 Sociology 

Topic:  Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain cultural components and how culture and heredity 
affect social behavior. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 
block

s 

1.2. Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.4 L) 

• Describe norms of our society. 
• Explain the relationship between norms 

and values. 
   
1.3. Social Structure – (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.2 E, 6.4 A)    

• Discuss how cultural diversity is 
promoted within a society. 

• Understand the role of ethnocentrism in 
society. 

 
1.4. Human Behavior/Relationships – (6.1, 6.4 

A) 
• Explain how culture and heredity affect 

social behavior. 
 
1.5. Connections (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.2 E, 6.4 L, 6.6 

D)  
• Analyze world cultures and identify 

similarities and differences. 
• Analyze a news article which highlights a 

current cultural issue.  
 

• How does culture and heredity affect 
behavior? 

• Does ethnocentrism hurt or help society? 
Why? 

• Why do cultural universals exist and how are 
they expressed? 

 

Assessment Model:  
Students will closely examine one of their own 
values (political, economic, cultural, religious or 
social) using Student Discovery worksheet “What 
is a Value?”. Students will select a value that they 
hold and analyze it against the criteria suggested 
on the worksheet. For each criterion, students will 
respond in written format how their value meets the 
criteria. Student volunteers will share their value 
analysis with the class. 
  
Students imagine that they are historians 
considering ethnocentrism. They will be speaking 
at a convention of sociologists on the topic and 
must prepare a short speech. In written format, 
students will list three examples of ethnocentrism 
that they believe have helped society and three 
they believe have hurt society. Students will 
include details to support their perspective. 
Students will demonstrate their understanding of 
the definition of ethnocentrism and the affect it can 
have on society.  
 
After viewing My Big Fat Greek Wedding, students 
will either: 
1. Create a family tree or family orchard. 
Printable family tree: 
http://www.classbrain.com/artmovies/uploads/famil
y_tree_ws.pdf 
Printable family orchard: 
http://www.classbrain.com/artmovies/uploads/famil
y_orchardws.pdf 

http://www.classbrain.com/artmovies/uploads/family_tree_ws.pdf�
http://www.classbrain.com/artmovies/uploads/family_tree_ws.pdf�
http://www.classbrain.com/artmovies/uploads/family_orchardws.pdf�
http://www.classbrain.com/artmovies/uploads/family_orchardws.pdf�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12 Sociology 

Topic:  Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain cultural components and how culture and heredity 
affect social behavior. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

OR 
2. Create a variation on a family tree or family 
orchard. Students will paste the flag(s) that reflect 
the heritage of each of their ancestors onto their 
worksheet. Flags for all countries can be found in 
ClassBrain’s Country Report Section: 
www.mycountryreport.com 
In addition, students will write an essay (min. 250 
words) of how they feel the culture of their family 
does or does not influence their behavior. 
 
Students imagine that they are members of a 
culture that has yet to be discovered by the rest of 
the world. Using the cultural universals diagram in 
the text (p.102), students create their own culture 
and prepare to describe it to the world which is 
about to discover them. The culture must include 
all components of the second level: an economy, 
institutions, arts, language, environment, recreation 
and beliefs. Elements of the third level on the 
diagram must also be included. Students will name 
their culture and locate it on a map. The culture 
must be presented to the class with a detailed 
poster as if the class were the explorers that have 
stumbled upon their hidden culture.  
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will make lists of how they 
resemble members of their family. For 
example, have they ever been told “You 
laugh just like your mother” or do they 
share a physical trait with a family 

http://www.mycountryreport.com/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12 Sociology 

Topic:  Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain cultural components and how culture and heredity 
affect social behavior. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

member, such as being double-jointed. 
When students have finished their lists, 
volunteers will share their lists and the 
class. Next, students will consider how the 
culture influences them and create a list of 
ways. For example, do their parents dislike 
the music they prefer or do they prefer a 
certain style of clothes because it’s popular 
with their friends? When students have 
finished their lists, the class will discuss. 
As the activity is discussed, it will become 
clear to students that they are products of 
both heredity and culture. 

 
• Students will read: The Mysterious Fall of 

the Nacirema  (text p. 76) and respond in 
written format to related questions. The 
class will review and discuss responses. 

 
• Students will read Cultural Relativism (text 

p. 80) and write about a time when they 
made assumptions that turned out to be 
culturally biased. 

• The class will review and discuss student 
responses. 

 
• Student pairs will brainstorm lists of 

cultural norms and values. Next, pairs will 
meet with another pair to compare and 
contrasts their lists. The class will discuss 
common and different elements of the 
student’s lists and what that indicates 
about our culture.  



 20 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12 Sociology 

Topic:  Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain cultural components and how culture and heredity 
affect social behavior. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
• Students imagine that they and their 

partner  are preparing to teach a class of 
new immigrants or new students, how to 
adjust quickly to the U.S. or to MTHS 
Student pairs will brainstorm a list of 
cultural etiquette items in the U.S. or basic 
values students at MTHS harbor. Students 
will then compare their list of etiquette 
items to the table in the text (p.82) and the 
values to the list in the text (p.90) and be 
prepared to discuss differences and 
similarities.  

 
• Student- pairs will view photos of 

individuals from the fifties, sixties and 
eighties and are asked to identify those 
that represent countercultures of the eras. 
Students will respond verbally to questions 
regarding subcultures and countercultures 
that exist today. 

 
• During their lunch period, students will 

discreetly observe people, looking for 
individuals wearing T-shirts and making 
notes of those shirts. Students will respond 
in written format to the following questions: 

(1) Do the shirts make a statement 
about the people wearing them? 

(2) Do they carry messages related to 
any different aspects of culture 
such as family, politics or religion? 

(3) Do they reflect social values? 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12 Sociology 

Topic:  Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain cultural components and how culture and heredity 
affect social behavior. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

(4) Are any of them inappropriate? If 
so, what does it say about the 
wearer’s values compared to 
yours? 

(5) Did you see similarities in T-shirts, 
such as a lot of black or sports T-
shirts? 

             The class will discuss student observations  
            and make connections to elements of 
            culture. 
 

• Students will view a video clip from United 
Streaming: Discovering History: 20th-
Century Biographies: Sports Legends 
(Jesse Ownes). Students will identify 
examples of ethnocentrism that they find in 
the video clip. Class will discuss 
eethnocentrism.  

 
• To increase understanding of 

ethnocentrism, cultural universals and 
elements of culture, students will view “My 
Big Fat Greek Wedding” and respond in 
written format to Video Guide questions. 

 
• Groups will brainstorm lists of “Cultural 

Universals”. The class will review lists and 
discuss lists. 

 
• Students will read and analyze “How 

Rude! Manners in America”. Students will 
respond in written format to questions 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12 Sociology 

Topic:  Culture 

Goal 3: The student will be able to explain cultural components and how culture and heredity 
affect social behavior. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

regarding rules of etiquette and how the 
media influences these behaviors. 

 
• Students will choose a news article that 

reveals a cultural issue in our society. 
Students will write a summary of the 
article, specifying the issue addressed and 
their opinion on the issue/article. Students 
will share their articles with the class and 
the class will discuss student topics. 

 
Materials: 
-Textbook: Sociology and You  
-DVD: My Big Fat Greek Wedding 
-National Geographic magazines 
-John Marks, “The American Uncivil Wars,” U.S. 
News and World Report, Vol.120, Issue 16 (April 
22, 1996), p. 66. 
 
 
Internet sites: 
-Google Images: 
http://images.google.com/imghp?tab=wi 
 
-United Streaming: 
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com 
Discovering History: 20th-Century Biographies: 
Sports Legends (Jesse Ownes) 
 
 

http://images.google.com/imghp?tab=wi�
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Socialization 

Goal 2: Students will be able to describe the role socialization plays in human development.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6 
block

s 

2.1. Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.4 A, 6.6 D) 

• Define the term socialization. 
• Explain the application of the theoretical 

perspectives on socialization. 
 
2.2. Social Structure – (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Analyze the role of family, school, peer 
group, and media in socializing young 
people. 

 
2.3. Human Behavior/Relationships – (6.1, 6.2 

B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A) 
• Describe the effects of extreme isolation 

on children. 
• Discuss processes for socialization in 

adulthood. 
 
2.4. Connections – (6.1, 62. B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Analyze a news article that discuses a 
sociological study of socialization. 

 

• How do we know that socialization is 
important? 

• How does socialization progress throughout 
our lives?  

 

Assessment Model:  
Students imagine that they work for a publishing 
company. The company has recently been 
accused by a variety of different groups that they 
publish too many books that do not send 
“appropriate messages” to children. One of the 
managers has asked employees to analyze a 
children’s book, responding in written format to the 
following questions: 
a. What was the socializing message of the book? 
(What lesson did it teach?) 
b. How are females portrayed in the book? 
c. How are males portrayed in the book? 
d. Do males and females take on traditional sex 
roles? Are more modern roles portrayed? 
e. Are any values dealt with? Do you agree or 
disagree with those values?  
f. What ethnic groups are portrayed in the book? 
How are they portrayed? 
g. Is there any violence in the book? Would you 
consider hitting or kicking to be violent? 
h. Are there any other concepts from the chapter 
presented in the books (resocialization, looking-
glass self, etc.?) 
 
Students will number a piece of paper from 1 to 10. 
For each number, students will complete the 
statement “I am ______”. For example, #1 might 
be “I am a student.” After they have completed all 
ten, they write next to each statement which ones 
reflect cultural norms. For example, being a 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Socialization 

Goal 2: Students will be able to describe the role socialization plays in human development.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

student is a cultural norm, being tall is personal, 
but our perception of being tall is also social. 
Students will note how many of their personal 
statements are examples of Mead’s concept of self 
and Cooley’s looking-glass self.  
 
Students imagine that they have a relative moving 
to this country and they have never even visited 
before. To help them adjust, students will compile 
a list of rules and sanctions that govern social 
processes of their life. Students will create a “Book 
of Rules”. For each of ten categories of social 
situations, students will complete a separate sheet 
listing the Rules of Behavior and three Sanctions 
that might be used by others to reinforce 
obedience and discourage deviance. The books 
will include a cover sheet with student names and 
a title. Illustrations will be included for the rules and 
sanctions (drawings, magazine pictures, etc.)  
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 
In order to demonstrate the power of socialization, 
students will be asked to touch their own nose, 
eye, writing hand, big toe. Students will be asked 
“How did you know to do that?”.  After their 
responses, students will be asked to consider 
when they learned it. Connections will be made to 
the family as the primary socializer and one of the 
family’s most important tasks, teaching language.  
The class will discuss the importance of 
socialization. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Socialization 

Goal 2: Students will be able to describe the role socialization plays in human development.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

The class will discuss case studies in text 
regarding isolated children. Students will read: 
“Mom and grandfather charged with torturing girl 
found chained to bed” and respond in written 
format to questions regarding feral chldren and 
socialization. The class will discuss student 
responses. 
 
Students will read and respond in written format to 
questions regarding:  Case Study: High School 
Reunions (text p. 130-131). The class will discuss 
student responses.  
 
Students will bring in an advertisement that they 
feel has an influence over the behavior of teens. 
Students will write a brief description of why and 
how they feel teens are influenced by the ad. 
Students will share their ads and opinions with the 
class.  
 
Students will read: “Advertising and Teenagers: 
The Cowboy and The Camel” and answer 
questions verbally regarding teenage smoking and 
the influence of the Marlboro Man and Joe Camel. 
Students will design an ad (drawing, video, or radio 
ad) that would grab a teenager’s attention and 
state the dangers of smoking.   
 
Students will view: “The Breakfast Club” and write 
an essay (minimum 500 words) explaining how 
families, the school, and peer groups influenced 
socialization of the characters in the movie. 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Socialization 

Goal 2: Students will be able to describe the role socialization plays in human development.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Students will read: “The Power of Peers” and 
complete a personal inventory of who has the most 
influence in their lives. The class will discuss 
student inventory results. 
 
Students will view: “The Truman Show” and 
analyze the sociological issues and concepts 
portrayed in the movie (influence of mass media). 
Students will complete a movie analysis sheet. 
Students will read and analyze a news article: 
“Social Isolation Growing in U.S. 
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.
html 
 
Students will choose and analyze a news article 
that discusses an aspecct of socialization. 
Students will write a summary of the article, 
specifying the issue addressed and their opinion 
on the issue/article. Students will share their 
articles with the class and the class will discuss. 
 
 
Materials: 
-Textbook:  Sociology and You  
 
-Hugh Westrup, “Who Rules – Peers or Parents,”  
Current Science, Vol. 84, Issue 16 (May 14,1999), 
p.8 
 
-Marc Peyser and Tara Weingarten, “Cool Fools,” 
Newsweek, Vol. 130, Issue 3, (July 21, 1997), p. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.html�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.html�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.html�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Socialization 

Goal 2: Students will be able to describe the role socialization plays in human development.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

61. 
 
-DVDs: The Breakfast Club & Truman Show 
 
Internet sites: 
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.
html 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.html�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.html�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/22/AR2006062201763.html�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology 

Topic:  Social Structure 

Goal 3: The student will be able to identify and illustrate the concepts of social structure and 
explain how statuses and roles are related to social structures. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

3 
block

s 

3.1. Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.4 A)  

• Explain what sociologists mean by social 
structure. 

 
3.2. Social Structure – (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.2 E, 6.4 A, 

6.5 B) 
• Discuss how statuses and roles are 

related to social structure. 
• Explain how culture and social structures 

are related. 
 
3.3. Human Behavior/Relationships – (6.1, 6.2 

B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A) 
• Discuss how statuses and roles influence 

human behavior. 
 
3.4. Connections – (6.1, 6.2 E, 6.4 L, 6.6 E) 

• Compare and contrast preindustrial, 
industrial, and postindustrial societies. 

• What elements of social structure exist in all 
societies? 

• How are status and roles related and what 
influence do they have on social structure? 

• How do social structures compare in societies 
classified as preindustrial, industrial and 
postindustrial? 

 

Assessment Model:  
Students will create a collage entitled “Society” 
using pictures from magazines or old photos. 
Students will depict themselves in various statuses 
(club member, band member, sister, daughter, 
etc). They will then list how their statuses are 
related to society, family, education, religion, the 
economy (their job). 
 
Students will imagine that they are producers and 
actors to develop a skit that portrays aspects of 
social structure. Groups of 5 or 6 students will be 
given 3 terms or topics related to social structure 
and use their creativity, imagination and 
knowledge of sociology to create a skit. The skits 
will be performed for the class.  
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will create a web of the statuses 
that hold in their lives (for example: 
student, son/daughter, soccer player, etc.). 
The class discusses the roles 
(responsibilities and expected behavior) in 
some of the statuses they hold. Students 
will select which of their statuses 
influences their lives most (master status). 

 
• Students will examine a list of definitions 

and determine the type of status each best 
describes (sample in text p.143). 

 



 29 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology 

Topic:  Social Structure 

Goal 3: The student will be able to identify and illustrate the concepts of social structure and 
explain how statuses and roles are related to social structures. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Student volunteers will randomly select a 
role (school principal, favorite teacher, 
parent, school security person) in which 
they will react to the statement: Teenagers 
today need to assume more responsibility. 
Students will have a few minutes to 
prepare a one minute role-play, answering 
the question. The class will discuss views. 

 
• In small group configurations, students will 

search magazines in order to create a 
montage of products they believe are 
status symbols for a particular status or 
occupation. Groups will be prepared to 
present and explain. 

 
• Class will read, analyze and discuss 

“Experiment: Adopting statuses in a 
Simulated Prison”. (text pages 144-145). 

 
• Pairs of students will brainstorm conflicts 

that exist in two-career families then 
identify ways to help reduce role conflict in 
these families. 

 
 
Materials:   
- Textbook: Sociology and You  
- Copies of skit topics/terms 
- Props as needed by students 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Social Structure 

Goal 4: The student will be able to describe types of social interaction and explain the use of 
power within an organization, demonstrating its importance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

3 
block

s 

4.1. Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.4 A) 

• Define the concepts of group, social 
category and social aggregate. 

 
4.2. Social Structure – (6.1, 6.2 A, 6..2 B, 6.2 

D, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• List the major characteristics of primary 

and secondary groups. 
• Identify examples of bureaucracies and 

discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of bureaucracy. 

• Distinguish between formal and informal 
organizations. 

 
4.3. Human Behavior/Relationships – (6.1, 6.2 

A, 6.2 B, 6.6 D, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• Describe five types of social interaction. 
• Discuss the use of power within an 

organization.  
 
4.4. Connections – (6.1, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Analyze a news article that discusses a 
type of social structure.  

• What are the five types of social interaction 
and why are they crucial to groups? 

 
 

Assessment Model: 
Students will imagine that they are sociologists that 
have been called upon to evaluate issues that 
have developed in the workplace. Students are 
instructed that they will be viewing a video of a 
typical scenario that takes place in the workplace 
under study. While students view an episode of the 
TV show The Office, they will write an essay that 
identifies social interactions, organizations and the 
use of power as demonstrated in the workplace 
under study. 
 
Students will analyze groups that exist in school. 
The analysis (completion of the “Clique Analysis 
Sheet”) will include naming the cliques and 
identifying unique characteristics associated with 
the social group. Students will use natural 
observation, personal experience and knowledge 
and interviews to discover the required information. 
Students will be demonstrating their understanding 
of the concepts of primary groups and group 
socialization.  
 
Student groups will work to demonstrate 
knowledge of formal organizations: their functions, 
various types, and prevalence in U.S. society. 
Students will complete a discovery sheet, 
“Bureaucracies I have Known”. The class will be 
debriefed by making a list of the formal 
organizations that touch students’ lives. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Social Structure 

Goal 4: The student will be able to describe types of social interaction and explain the use of 
power within an organization, demonstrating its importance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will be separated into groups and 
will brainstorm a list of differences between 
their personal group pf close friends and 
the group that they are working in for this 
task. When students have finished, the 
class will compare lists. Connections will 
be made to the definitions of Primary and 
Secondary Groups and their 
characteristics. 

 
• Prior to class each student will take a 

survey of 10-15 schoolmates, asking them 
to identify their three most important 
reference groups. In class, in a group, 
students will compare lists to identify those 
that were recorded most frequently. 
Groups will present their findings and 
discuss the norms and objectives of the 
most commonly cited groups. 

 
 

• In order to demonstrate a type of social 
interaction and to investigate whether 
increasing social interactions will increase 
creativity, students will: 

• Students will brainstorm for 5 minutes the 
topic, “What changes would occur if, from 
now on, if all people were born with an 
extra thumb on each hand?” Students will 
be instructed to write down whatever idea 
comes to mind, regardless of the 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Social Structure 

Goal 4: The student will be able to describe types of social interaction and explain the use of 
power within an organization, demonstrating its importance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

practicality.  Students will then total the 
number of responses they wrote. Next, 
students will work in groups of four to 
brainstorm responses to this topic: “What 
would you do if you had one million pipe 
cleaners?” Students will count the number 
of responses generated by each member 
of the group. Students will compare the 
totals of all the responses generated. 
Students will respond verbally to the 
questions, “Do you think that brainstorming 
alone or in a group was more creative? 
Why?” Class will discuss responses. 

 
• The class will read and discuss Tech 

Trends: Working in a Virtual Office (text p. 
187). 

 
• Lecture and discussion on: Bureaucracies 

and Formal/Informal Organizations. 
 

• Student groups will be assigned an 
organizational identity. As members of the 
organization they will brainstorm a list of 
factors which encourage oligarchy in their 
organization. Students present their lists 
and the class discusses responses. 

 
• Students will read “Hate Groups and the 

Internet” and identify the facts contained in 
the reading by responding in written format 
to question on a worksheet. The class will 
discuss the facts identified, including the 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology 

Topic:  Social Structure 

Goal 4: The student will be able to describe types of social interaction and explain the use of 
power within an organization, demonstrating its importance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

fact that many nations have passed “hate 
speech” laws that can be applied to 
Internet sites. Students will consider 
whether the U.S. should follow this 
example and pass laws that censor or 
restrict hate sites on the Internet. Students 
will write a letter to their Congressperson 
or 

 

Senator stating their views on the issue. 
Students will include a statement 
concerning First Amendment rights in their 
letter. Students will state their opinion as to 
whether the Constitution protects hateful 
speech on racist websites. Class will 
discuss student letters and consider 
sending to respective politicians.  

• Students will analyze a news article that 
discusses a type of social structure. 
Students will write a summary of the 
article, specifying the issue addressed and 
their opinion on the issue/article. Students 
will share their articles with the class and 
class discusses. 

 
Materials: 
-Textbook: Sociology and You  
.-DVD – The Office 
-“Hate Groups and the Internet” question sheet 
-Clique Analysis Sheet 
-“Bureaucracies I have Known” Sheet 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Deviance and Social Control 

Goal 5: The student will be able to define social control and the consequences of deviance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6 
block

s 

5.1. Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.2 A, 
6.2 B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A) 

• Define deviance. 
• Define social control and identify the 

major types of social control. 
• Differentiate the major functional theories 

of deviance. 
 
5.2. Social Structure – (6.1, 6.2 A, 6.2 B, B.2 D, 

6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• Describe approaches to crime control. 

 
5.3. Human Behavior/Relationships – (6.1, 6.2 

A, 6.2 B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A) 
• Discuss the positive and negative 

consequences of deviance. 
 
5.4. Connections – (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A, 6.4 

L) 
• Analyze a news article that describes 

deviant behavior, social controls or the 
consequences of deviance 

• In what ways do societies promote order, 
stability, and predictability? 

• What are some of the negative and positive 
effects of deviance on society? 

• How does deviant behavior change our daily 
lives? 

 
 
 

Assessment Model:  
Students imagine that they are a panelist, selected 
by the school administration, to present information 
to school board members. Students will write a 
speech to present to the board explaining whether 
they believe internal or external social controls play 
a larger role in regulating student behavior in 
school. Students will include examples to support 
why they have this opinion.   
 
Student teams will debate the following issue: “The 
most important focus of prison should be 
punishment rather than rehabilitation”. Students 
will also serve as a moderator and debate judges 
to decide the winning team.  
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will examine a list of deviant 
behaviors and assign a number to them, 
based on their idea of the severity of the 
behavior (1 being the most deviant and 10 
being the least deviant). Students will 
compare their rating with a partner and 
prepare to discuss possible reasons for 
any major differences. The class will 
review and discuss responses. 

 
• Students will use their list from the 

previous activity to identify a punishment 
for each crime. In a group, students will 
use their lists to reach a consensus of the 
five most severe deviant behaviors and the 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Deviance and Social Control 

Goal 5: The student will be able to define social control and the consequences of deviance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

most suitable crime for each. Students will 
be prepared to share their work and 
discuss what they learned about the 
difficulty of reaching agreement on this 
sensitive topic.    

 
• Students will list three examples of social 

control in their lives. Class will discuss 
student lists. 

 
• Students will brainstorm possible 

consequences of deviance. Class will 
discuss student lists. Students will discuss 
after consideration, which of the 
consequences listed are most effective in 
deterring deviant behavior. 

 
• Students will be instructed that they must 

go out of their way to help a stranger (not a 
friend of family member). (Example: give 
directions, help carry something, say a 
friendly hello) Students will respond in 
written format to these questions: 

1. How do you think the traits of the individual 
you helped (race, gender, age) affected the 
situation? 
2. Why did you choose your particular act of 
kindness? 
3. How did you feel while performing the 
random act of kindness? 
4. What surprised or impressed you the most 
about the individual’s reaction? 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Deviance and Social Control 

Goal 5: The student will be able to define social control and the consequences of deviance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
• Students will view video clip from “Young 

Criminals, Adult Punishments” to 
understand the consequences of deviance 
and methods of crime control. 

 
• Students will read “Juvenile Crime” and 

analyze the facts presented in the article 
by completing worksheet questions in 
written format. The class will discuss the 
excerpt and their analysis. 

 
• Students will view video: Pay it Forward 

and complete video guide:  
http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/Pay
itForward.pdf 

 
• The class will read & discuss: Case Study: 

Saints and Roughnecks to develop an 
understanding of  types of deviant 
behavior. 

 
• Students will read “Capital Punishment” 

and analyze the facts presented. Students 
will write a paragraph stating their opinion 
about the death sentence. Students will 
support their opinions with examples and 
current statistics. 

 
• Students will view video: Supermax: A 

prison within a Prison to develop an 
understanding of the consequences of 

http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/PayitForward.pdf�
http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/PayitForward.pdf�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Deviance and Social Control 

Goal 5: The student will be able to define social control and the consequences of deviance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

deviance and methods of crime control. 
Students will write a personal reaction to 
the video. 

 
• Students view “Watch Culture of Fear” 

segment of "Bowling for Columbine," a film 
by Michael Moore. Students will respond in 
writing to the following questions: 

- Why is this neighborhood in LA  
made to look so violent.  

- Who does this perception hurt? 
Who benefits?  

- How does it impact this 
community?  

- Write about some false 
perceptions about the community 
you live in or your political, 
religious, or cultural community. 

-  How could the media help counter 
these perceptions? 

 
• Students will analyze a news article that 

describes deviant behavior, social controls 
or the consequences of deviance. 
Students will write a summary of the 
article, specifying the issue addressed and 
their opinion on the issue/article. Students 
will share their articles with the class and 
class discusses. 

 
Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You  
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Deviance and Social Control 

Goal 5: The student will be able to define social control and the consequences of deviance.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

- “Juvenile Crime and Punishment – A Look Inside 
America’s Juvenile Justice System.,” Current 
Events, Vol. 98, Issue 12 (December 4, 1998), p. 
2a. 
- Lydia M. Child, “Against Capital Punishment,” 
Essential Documents, 1492-Present, p. 220.  
- DVDs: Pay it Forward 
             Young Criminals, Adult Punishments 
            Supermax: A Prison within a Prison 
Internet sites: 

http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/Pay
itForward.pdf 

 

http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/PayitForward.pdf�
http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/PayitForward.pdf�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Stratification 

Goal 6: Students will be able to explain the relationship between social stratification and social 
class. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

6 
block

s 

6.1. Ideas and Beliefs/Research- (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.4 A, 6.5 A, 6.5 B) 

• Identify the differences among the three 
major perspectives on stratification. 

• Describe the measurement and extent of 
poverty in the U.S. 

 
6.2. Social Structure – (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L, 

6.5 B) 
• Explain the relationship between 

stratification and social class. 
• Compare and contrast the three 

dimensions of stratification. 
• Identify the distinguishing characteristics 

of the major social classes in U.S. 
 
6.3. Human Behavior/Relationships – (6.1, 6.2 

A, 6.2 B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• Evaluate U.S. commitment to poverty 

programs. 
• Discuss social mobility in the U.S. 

 
6.4. Connections – (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Analyze a news article that reveals an 
element of social stratification in our 
society. 

 

• Why does social stratification and social class 
exist in America? 

• Is there a relationship between gender, age, 
race and ethnicity to social mobility in the in 
the U.S.? 

• Do we do enough to help people in poverty in 
the U.S.? Why or why not? 

 

Assessment Model:  
Students will read: Field Research: Who’s Popular, 
Who’s Not? (text p. 253) and respond in written 
format to questions. To demonstrate an 
understanding of social stratification, students will 
write a paragraph comparing how the study can be 
compared and contrasted to MTHS. 
 
Students will read “Welfare Reform: Is It Working” to 
gain an understanding of how welfare works and 
who it helps. Students will complete a worksheet 
analyzing facts from the article and will define and 
defend their personal position on welfare. Students 
imagine that they are a news reporter and write a 
newspaper editorial answering the question: Do you 
think that the U.S. government is doing a good job 
at preventing and helping poverty with its current 
programs? Why or why not? If so, what programs 
do you think help the most? If not, what else can be 
done? 
 
Students will choose and evaluate a piece of music 
that expresses a concept of social stratification, in 
order to demonstrate knowledge of social 
stratification concepts and issues and provide an 
opportunity to apply sociological learning to pop 
culture. Students will complete a discovery 
worksheet and play their selection for the class 
while analyzing the sociological meaning of the 
lyrics. 
  
Students will imagine that they are married and 
have two young children (a typical family of four). 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Stratification 

Goal 6: Students will be able to explain the relationship between social stratification and social 
class. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Students will complete a budget worksheet to 
determine if their income (close to or below the 
poverty line) is sufficient. Students will conduct 
research to determine what income represents the 
poverty line in New Jersey and public assistance 
programs available in New Jersey. Using an income 
level at the poverty line, students will complete the 
Budget Worksheet. Students will then write a 
paragraph describing what programs might be of 
assistance to their family in order to survive. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• The class will read and discuss: You are 
what you Wear (text p. 249) to facilitate an 
understanding of the association between 
class rank and clothing throughout history. 

 
• Student pairs will create a montage of 

pictures from newspapers and magazines 
which represent different classes of people. 
Students will label or circle the traits that led 
them to determine that a person was in a 
particular class. Students will present their 
montages and the class will discuss. 

 
• A piece of paper will be torn into five pieces 

with a “necessities” label on each: health 
care, education for my children, car 
maintenance, food, and housing. Students 
will work in groups imagining that because 
of a major financial setback, they do not 
have enough money to take care of these 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Stratification 

Goal 6: Students will be able to explain the relationship between social stratification and social 
class. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

necessities and they will need to eliminate 
one. The group will reach a consensus to 
decide which category to eliminate. The 
group will be prepared to share their choice 
with the class and explain their process of 
elimination.   

 
• In order to understand the information 

provided by the U.S. Census and how the 
information is used, students will explore 
the US Census website on poverty and 
complete worksheet with questions: 
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/p
overty.html 

 
• To facilitate understanding of government 

programs available to help those in poverty 
in the U.S. students will explore the 
following website: 
http://www.policyalmanac.org/social_welfar
e/index.shtml#Related_Sites            
Students will write an essay describing 
three programs they think are most helpful 
to those in poverty and one program that 
they feel would be least helpful. Students 
will provide support for their choices. 

 
• Students will view video clips from My Fair 

Lady to gain an understanding of 
stratification and social status. Students will 
demonstrate their understanding of the 
concepts while completing in writing video 
guide questions. 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html�
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/poverty.html�
http://www.policyalmanac.org/social_welfare/index.shtml#Related_Sites�
http://www.policyalmanac.org/social_welfare/index.shtml#Related_Sites�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Stratification 

Goal 6: Students will be able to explain the relationship between social stratification and social 
class. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
• Students view video clips from Sweet Home 

Alabama to gain an understanding of 
concepts of social stratification. Students 
will write a journal entry as one of the main 
characters, defending their actions. 

 
• Students will view an episode of Cribs to 

gain an understanding of social mobility in 
the U.S. While viewing, students will make 
a list of items highlighted in the home. After 
viewing, students will label items on their 
lists as “necessities” and “luxuries”. The 
class will discuss student responses  

 
• Students will analyze a news article that 

reveals an element of social stratification in 
our society. Students write a summary of 
the article, specifying the issue addressed 
and their opinion on the issue/article. 
Students share their articles with the class 
and class discusses. 

 
 
Materials: 
 - Textbook:  Sociology and You  
- DVDs: My Fair Lady, Sweet Home Alabama, 
                    Cribs 
- Gerald Greenwald, “A Farewell to Alms,” Chief 
Executive, Issue 129 (November 1997), p. 34. 
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Topic:  Social Stratification 

Goal 6: Students will be able to explain the relationship between social stratification and social 
class. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 

 



 44 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 7: The student will be able to analyze patterns of racial and ethnic relations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 
block

s 

9.1     Ideas and Beliefs/Research – (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.2 C, 6.4 A) 
• Describe what sociologists mean by the 

terms minority, race and ethnicity. 
• Explain how functionalists, conflict 

theorists, and symbolic interactionists 
view racial inequalities. 

 
9.2 Social Structure – (6.1, 6.2B, 6.2 C, 6.4 A, 

6.4 L) 
• Identify patterns of racial and ethnic 

           relations. 
 
9.3 Human Behavior/Relationship – (6.1, 6.2 B, 

6.2 C, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• Analyze the difference between prejudice 

          and discrimination.  
 
9.4 Connections (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 G-L) 

• Compare social inequalities that exist in 
          our society today with those in American  
          history during the 1800s and 1900s.   
 

• Is America more like a melting pot or a tossed 
salad? Why? 

 

Assessment Model:  
Students will research, prepare and present a 
multimedia project about a racial or ethnic group of 
the U.S. Students will focus on history, culture 
traits, problems and accomplishments of one racial 
or ethnic group in America. 
 
Students will imagine that they have been 
assigned to the New Jersey Governor’s 
Commission on Race Relations. As such, students 
will identify race based issues in their school or 
community and propose a solution or several 
solutions for each issue that they identify. Students 
will prepare a five-minute oral presentation to 
present to the governor or the governor’s staff. 
 
To increase understanding of the concepts of 
poverty, prejudice, discrimination and tolerance, 
students will watch The War and analyze 
sociological concepts and issues portrayed in the 
movie through completion of student analysis 
sheet.  
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
Learning Activities:  

• Students will write a brief description to the 
following questions: 

(1) How would you describe yourself 
racially or ethnically? 

(2) How do you think others would 
describe you?  

(3) How important is your race and 
ethnicity to you personally? 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 7: The student will be able to analyze patterns of racial and ethnic relations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

(4) Do you believe that race or 
ethnicity is a factor in how your 
friends relate to you? 

(5) Is your community (neighborhood) 
a reflection of your race or 
ethnicity? 

(6) Do you place much importance on 
race or ethnicity? 

(7) Do you think others put a lot of 
importance on your race or 
ethnicity? 

(8) Is race an important issue in 
society, or do we make too much 
of it? 

(9)  Is ethnicity an important issue? 
 After answering the questions, students 
groups will share their individual responses to 
questions a-h. Students will consider and 
discuss whether they believe their 
assessments were accurate.  The class will 
then discuss responses. 

 
• Students will analyze a list of movie clichés 

to understand how the popular media uses 
stereotypes to convey assumed meanings 
about characters. Students look at the list: 
http://www.moviecliches.com/ The class 
will discuss student results. 

 
• Groups of students will problem solve this 

scenario: One of five assistant principals at 
the school unfairly punishes members of a 

http://www.moviecliches.com/�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 7: The student will be able to analyze patterns of racial and ethnic relations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

certain race and gender when dealing with 
disciplinary referrals. You and your best 
friend (who is a member of this “unfavored” 
group) are sent to the office for tardiness. 
You both receive a counseling session and 
your parents are called; your friend gets 
five days of detention, a parent conference 
and one Saturday detention. You mention 
the inequity of treatment in sociology class 
and your teacher suggest that you 
formulate a plan of action to remedy the 
situation. Decide whether to proceed or 
assume that life is not fair and you should 
grin and bear it. If you decide to take 
action, brainstorm steps that will be taken 
to 1.)ascertain that there really was 
inequity, 2.) come up with a remedy for the 
situation.  Group responses will be shared 
and discussed to ascertain if a consensus 
was reached. 

 
• Students will write a paragraph describing 

a time where they felt someone 
discriminated against them. Students will 
include the reason why they think the 
person was prejudice against them (was it 
race or ethnicity or something else?). The 
class will discuss student responses. 

 
• Students will create a chart, labeling a 

large square divided into quarters:  
prejudice and non-prejudice along one axis 
and discriminates and does not 
discriminate along the other axis. Students 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 7: The student will be able to analyze patterns of racial and ethnic relations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

will be able to visualize that by using these 
two characteristics four types of people 
emerge. Students will brainstorm general 
examples of people that might fit each of 
these categories and class discusses. 

 
• Students imagine that hey are a movie 

critic and will write a review of the movie 
(made for TV version) Crash after viewing. 
Students will a review which includes 
responses to the following questions, using 
support from the movie: Do you think that 
Americans are as racist as Crash makes 
us out to be? Does racism lie beneath the 
surface of our civility and political 
correctness? Do you sometimes rely on 
ethnic or racial stereotypes to account for 
someone’s behavior? Do you sometimes 
discover that your prejudices are 
misconceptions?  If so, under what 
circumstances do you make such 
discoveries? Do you believe that beneath 
racist sentiments lies a deeper humanity? 

 
• Students will read “Japanese Internment 

Camps” and complete a worksheet 
evaluating facts. As a Civil Rights activist, 
students will either write a statement of 
support for the U.S. government and the 
Japanese internment policy or write a 
statement opposing the policy. Students 
will justify their position with legal/moral 
reasoning. Students will share their work 
and the class will discuss. 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 7: The student will be able to analyze patterns of racial and ethnic relations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
• Students will keep a record of all 

stereotyping, hate speech, racial and 
ethnic insults, and other types of prejudice 
that they encounter in the course of a day. 
After one week, students will bring their 
journal to class to share. Students will 
consider whether any obvious targets or 
patterns exist in their records. Students will 
gain an understanding of how prejudice is 
so ingrained in our culture that they may 
not realize how much of it goes on 
everyday. 

 
• Students will analyze a news article that 

deals with the subject of social inequalities. 
Students will write a summary of the 
article, specifying the issue addressed and 
their opinion on the issue/article. Students 
compare social inequalities that exist in our 
society today, as in their news article, with 
those in American history during the 1800s 
and 1900s.  Students will share their 
articles with the class and the class will 
discuss. 

 
Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You  
- Gordon H. Chang, “Witness and Victim”, 
Humanist, Vol. 58, Issue 1 (Jan/Feb 1998), p.21. 
- DVDs: Crash, The War  
- Video analysis sheets 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 8: The student will be able to describe inequality that results from age, gender, race, and 
ethnicity.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 
block

s 

8.1. Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 
A, 6.4 L) 

• Define the concepts of sex, gender and 
gender identity. 

 
8.2. Social Structure (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L, 

6.5 B) 
• Compare and contrast the condition of 

American minorities with that of the white 
majority. 

 
8.3. Human Behavior/Relationships (6.1, 6.2 B, 

6.4 A, 6.2 L) 
• Describe the status of women in the 

United States. 
• Distinguish between age stratification 

and ageism. 
• Summarize the inequality experienced by 

America’s elderly. 
 
8.4. Connections (6.1, 6.4 L) 

• Analyze a news article that focuses on a 
current case of inequality. 

• Are all persons in this country treated equally? 
Why or why not? 

 
 

Assessment Model:  
Students will create a survey questionnaire about 
gender roles in the 21st

• Students will read “Survey Research: The 
Legacy of Racism” (text p. 298), 
highlighting the concept of “black 
paranoia”. Students will work in groups to 

 Century. Surveys will be 
given to students, teachers and other subjects to 
determine attitudes about gender roles. Students 
will tabulate data, create charts and graphs and 
present their results. 
 
Students will complete research by making 
observations at a local mall. Students will complete 
a student discovery sheet: Gender Differentiation 
at the Mall. Students will submit a copy of their 
worksheet along with a summary and evaluation of 
their findings. 
 
Students imagine that they are new state social 
workers, assigned to an office in Monroe 
Township.  As a team, they have been asked to 
brainstorm problems encountered by the elderly, 
creating a list. After the list is complete, the team 
will review the list and divide the problems into 
anticipated problems of ageism and unanticipated 
problems. The team will then brainstorm at least 
one possible solution for the problems listed.   
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 8: The student will be able to describe inequality that results from age, gender, race, and 
ethnicity.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

identify similar strains of paranoia that may 
exist in other groups of people. The class 
will discuss student responses. 

 
• Students will read “The Skin Color Tax” 

(text p.306-307) and answer reaction 
questions in written format to gain an 
understanding of “white flight”. 

 
• To increase understanding of inequality 

based on race, students will view “Glory 
Road” and write a personal reaction to the 
video, including whether they think a 
similar situation could happen today in our 
society. 

 
• Students will gain an understanding of the 

wide variety of behaviors and overlapping 
attitudes within either gender through 
completing Sandra Bern’s BEM scale of 
gender attributes and converting their 
scores into a summary of gender 
characteristics.  

 
• Students will complete a Gender Roles 

worksheet, identifying whether certain 
traits are defined by society as Male or 
Female oriented. The class will discuss 
student responses. 

 
• Students will read “Lucy Stone on 

Marriage” and complete a worksheet of 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 8: The student will be able to describe inequality that results from age, gender, race, and 
ethnicity.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

questions comparing and contrasting the 
rights of women then and now. 

 
• Students will research the Center for 

American Women website to find facts 
about women elected to public office in 
New Jersey: 
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~cawp/ 

• Students will write an essay revealing their 
findings and their reaction to the 
information. 

 
• To facilitate an understanding of changes 

between generations, students will read 
“Generation Gap” and analyze the 
differences between generations. 

 
• Students will analyze television 

commercials for the way older people are 
portrayed. Students create a chart with the 
following information: How frequently older 
people are presented in advertising 
material? What types of products do they 
normally market? Is a pattern of stereotype 
being perpetuated by the television 
advertising community? 

 
Materials: 
-Textbook: Sociology and You. 
-DVD: Glory Road 
-Lucy Stone, “Lucy Stone Calls for Woman’s 
Rights (1855),” History of Woman Suffrage, 

http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~cawp/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology 

Topic:  Social Inequalities 

Goal 8: The student will be able to describe inequality that results from age, gender, race, and 
ethnicity.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and 
Matilda Gage, eds. (North Stratford, NH: Ayer 
Company Publishers, 1979). 
-Shelley Donald Coolidge, Generations Apart,” The 
Christian science Monitor, August 9, 1999. 
-Student Discovery sheet: Gender Differentiation at 
the Mall 
 
Internet sites: 
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~cawp/ 
 
 

 

http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~cawp/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions 

Goal 9: The student will be able to describe types of family structure, the history of these 
structures and the future of the family in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 
block

s 

11.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.2 E, 6.4 A, 6.4 L)  
• Describe types of family structure and 

norms for marriage arrangements. 
 
11.2 Social Structure (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Describe alternatives to the traditional  
             nuclear family structure. 
 
 
11.3 Human Behavior/Relationships (6.1, 6.2 

B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• Outline the extent and cause of divorce 

in America.  
• Provide an overview of family violence in  

             the U.S. 
 
11.4 Connections (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A) 

• Analyze the future of family in the U.S 
• Analyze a news article that includes 

sociological research on a social 
institution. 

 

• How do family structures and types of 
marriage compare around the world? 

• What is the future of the American family? 
 

Assessment Model:  
Student pairs imagine that they are authors of an 
advice column. Using information reviewed in class 
and their personal experiences they answer 
questions about family problems. Each pair is 
given 3 or four letters and they answer the letters, 
providing advice. 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will work cooperatively to imagine 
a society without families. Groups will 
answer the following questions in written 
format in designing an imaginary society:  

I. What would that society be like?  
II. How would the basic needs of people be met? 

How would children be cared for?  
III. How would training and values be instilled?  
IV. Who would fulfill the children’s need for love & 

affection?  
V. Groups share their societies and students will 

note the following:  
VI. How are they similar/different? 
VII. How well do they meet the needs of growing 

children?  
VIII. What type of adults would be produced by 

each society? 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 

• Students will view Walk the Line and in 
written format complete video guide 
questions regarding the definition of family 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions 

Goal 9: The student will be able to describe types of family structure, the history of these 
structures and the future of the family in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

and analyzing the influence of family. 
• Student groups will read about 

matchmaking customs in Japan then work 
cooperatively to answer the following in 
written format:: 

I. How would matchmaking practices work in our 
country?  

II. How would they affect the lives of teenagers?  
III. Do you think matchmaking would result in 

more stable families? Why or why not? 
 

• Students will read “Divorce in America” 
and, working with a partner to analyze the 
reading in written format. The class will 
discuss student responses.    

 
• Pairs of students will brainstorm a list of 

factors contributing to divorce. Students 
will provide at least one reason why each 
factor has caused an increase in divorce 
over time. After completing their list, 
students will consider what would happen 
if the factors were eliminated. Students will 
be prepared to explain whether they think 
society would be improved or not. 

 
• Students will work cooperatively to analyze 

the following statements:  
I. Wife battering is a predominantly lower class 

phenomenon.  
II. Wife battering occurs more often in some 

ethnic groups than others.  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions 

Goal 9: The student will be able to describe types of family structure, the history of these 
structures and the future of the family in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

III. Alcohol is the main cause of domestic 
violence. Women who are battered must be 
crazy or neurotic.  

IV. Once a battered woman, always a battered 
woman.  
• Student groups will reach a consensus as 

to whether they believe that the statements 
are True or False and why they feel that 
way. The class will discuss student 
responses and popular misconceptions 
regarding domestic violence. 

 
• Students will randomly choose a type of 

family: blended, single-parent, childless 
marriages, dual-employed marriages, 
cohabitation, same-sex domestic partners, 
single life, boomerang kids. Students will 
create a chart showing what they feel are 
the pros and cons of the chosen situation. 
Students that have the same type of family 
will then form a group to share their 
perspectives. The group will make note of 
differences and similarities in their 
perspectives. The class will discuss group 
findings (consensus) of pros and cons of 
each situation. 

 
• Students will work in pairs to read “Family 

of the Future” and complete an analysis of 
the article for use in class discussion. 

 
• Students will analyze a news article that 

includes sociological research on a social 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions 

Goal 9: The student will be able to describe types of family structure, the history of these 
structures and the future of the family in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

institution. Students will write a summary 
of the article, specifying the issue 
addressed and their opinion on the 
issue/article. Students will share their 
articles with the class and the class will 
discuss. 

 
 
Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You  
- DVD:  Walk the Line 
- John Kronenberg, “Is the Family Obsolete?”, 
Look, Vol. 35. No. 2 (Jan. 26, 1971). 
- Ann Scott Tyson, “States Put Minor Speed 
Bumps in Divorce Path.” Christian Science 
Monitor,  Sept. 10, 1996. 
- Advice column letters 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 10: The student will be able to outline the basic functions of education and describe 
educational inequality.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 
block

s 

12.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.2 B) 
• Define the hidden curriculum. 

 
12.2 Social Structure (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A, 

6.4 L) 
• Outline the basic functions of education. 
• Explain schools as bureaucracies.  
• Evaluate the merit-based nature of 

              public education.  
 
12.3 Human Behavior/Relationships (6.1, 6.2 

B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• Describe the ways in which schools 

socialize students.  
• Analyze educational inequality. 

 
12.4 Connections (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Analyze a news article that includes     
sociological research on a social                
institution.  

 
 

• What is the purpose of education and the role 
of schools? 

• What types of inequality exists in education? 
 

Assessment Model:  
Students will sample survey the student body to 
determine levels of student satisfaction with current 
educational and administrative policies, using 
research techniques including, surveying, 
interviewing, tabulating, and interpreting. Students 
will determine the best way to conduct the survey 
and tabulate and analyze results. Students will be 
assessed on their participation within the group, 
their evaluation and presentation of their findings. 
 
Students will create a high school, establishing 
rules, curriculum, schedule and programs. Media 
center resources will be available to allow for 
research. Students will be assessed on the basis 
of research, organization and sensible, workable 
policies and suggestions. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will brainstorm what they 
consider to be the basic functions of 
education. The class will compile a list to 
be compared to a list generated after 
studying and discussing this topic. 

 
• Students will read An Egyptian Father 

Advises His Son”. Students will list 
similarities and differences between the 
advice provided in ancient Egypt and the 
advice they receive from their parents or 
guardians regarding their education. The 
class will discuss student perspectives. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 10: The student will be able to outline the basic functions of education and describe 
educational inequality.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
• Students will analyze and interpret charts 

depicting “High school graduates by race” 
and “High school dropouts”. The class will 
discuss student perspectives. 

 
• Students will read “Cram Schools” to gain 

insight into the education system in Japan. 
Students will work in pairs to compare and 
contrast the bureaucratic structure of 
Japanese educational institutions with 
those in the U.S. Students pairs will share 
their findings and the class will discuss.  

 
• Bob Hentzen’s lyrics describing inequality 

in education in Central America will be 
read to students. Students will imagine that 
a new national law was passed prohibiting 
students in the U.S. from attending school 
past the age of 10. At age 11 students 
must attend a vocational training program 
for 2 years, transfer into the workforce in 
an indentured capacity that would end 
after the teenager turned 18. There would 
be no summer or winter vacations and 
daily attendance would be mandatory. At 
age 18 the teenager’s competency would 
be  evaluated to determine if they would 
remain in the workforce or allowed the 
opportunity to attend college. Students will 
write a persuasive letter to the President of 
the U.S. stating their opinion about the 
issue and offering suggestions, if any, for 
improvement.  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 10: The student will be able to outline the basic functions of education and describe 
educational inequality.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
• Students will brainstorm parts of their 

school day that they believe to be a part of 
the “hidden curriculum” in school. The 
class will evaluate and discuss student 
perspectives. 

 
• Students will individually read “Making the 

Grade Harder”, discuss the article in pairs 
and respond in written format to worksheet 
questions analyzing the reading. The class 
will discuss student reactions. 

 
• Students will individually read “Schooled in 

Failure” and complete in written format 
worksheet questions analyzing whether 
boys get more attention from teachers than 
girls do. The class will discuss student 
answers and perspectives. 

 
• Student groups will read information about 

one of the following desegregation 
landmarks:  events leading up to the first 
days of school for the Little Rock Nine or 
events surrounding the 16 students at the 
Potgietersrus Primary School in 1996 in 
South Africa. Students will read 
information and answer questions in 
written format for discussion. Students will 
Pair/Share as subject experts. The class 
will discuss student reactions and the class 
will compare/contrast experiences of the 
students involved in the historic events. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 10: The student will be able to outline the basic functions of education and describe 
educational inequality.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 
• Students will view movie: Stand and 

Deliver and individually answer questions 
for discussion:  

• http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/
Standanddeliver.pdf 

 
• Students will analyze a news article that 

includes sociological research on a social 
institution. Students will write a summary 
of the article, specifying the issue 
addressed and their opinion on the 
issue/article. Students will share their 
articles with the class and the class will 
discuss. 

 
 Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You  
- Wings of the Falcon: Life and Thoughts in Ancient 
Egypt, Joseph Kaster, ed., (Henry Holt and Co., 
Inc., 1968). 
- Larry Pettersen, “Japan’s Cram Schools,” 
Educational Leadership, Vol. 50, Issue 5 (February 
1993), pp. 56-59. 
- Thomas Toch, “Making the Grade Harder” , U.S. 
News & World Report,  Vol. 125, Issue 13 (October 
5, 1998), p.59. 
 - Amy Saltzman, “Schooled in Failure?” U.S. & 
World Report, Vol. 117, Issue 18 (November 7, 
1994), p. 88. 
-DVD: Stand and Deliver 

http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/Standanddeliver.pdf�
http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/Standanddeliver.pdf�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/ 12 Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 10: The student will be able to outline the basic functions of education and describe 
educational inequality.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 11: The student will be able to describe forms of authority, political power and economic 
systems.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 13.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.4 L) 
• Distinguish between power, coercion, 

             and authority. 
 
13.2 Social Institutions (6.1, 6.2 A, 6.2 C, 6.4 

L, 6.5 A, 6.5 B) 
• Identify three forms of authority. 
• Identify differences among democracy,  
       totalitarianism and authoritarianism. 
• Describe characteristics of capitalism 

             and socialism.  
 
13.3 Human Behavior/Relationships  (6.1, 6.2 

A, 6.2 B, 6.2 C, 6.2 D, 6.4 L) 
• Explain how voting is an exercise of  

              power. 
• Describe America’s changing workforce. 

 
13.4 Connections (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.5 B) 

• Describe the consequences of corporate 
             downsizing.   
 

• How are political systems and types of 
authority related? 

• Which model of political power applies to the 
United States? 

• What are the advantages and disadvantages 
of economic systems that exist in the world? 

• What influences political decision making and 
economic institutions of countries around the 
world? 

 
 

Assessment Model:  
Students will locate and analyze current political 
cartoons that reflect local, state and national social 
issues. Students will find 5 cartoons to create an 
illustrated book of social issues. On the back of 
each cartoon students will include the name and 
date of the source of the cartoon, the issue 
addressed, statement of the artist’s purpose or 
position and the student’s opinion of the cartoon 
and issue portrayed. 
 
Students imagine that they are creating a business 
and examine the impact that small businesses 
might have on the community and individual 
owners. Students will research the type of 
business they wish to “own” and make logical 
choices on location, prices and products or 
services. Students will also interview at least one 
small business owner and design an advertising 
campaign. Students will be assessed based on 
research, organization, creativity and prepared 
presentation. Students may use: 
http://www.sba.gov/ 
http://www.entrepreneur.com/ 
http://www.americansmallbusiness.com/ 
 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will work in groups to role play 
and act out how totalitarianism works. In 
their role play, students will demonstrate 
the aspects of totalitarianism that the class 

http://www.sba.gov/�
http://www.entrepreneur.com/�
http://www.americansmallbusiness.com/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 11: The student will be able to describe forms of authority, political power and economic 
systems.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

has reviewed as well as the control of the 
hearts and minds of the people and the 
active involvement of the people in the 
achievement of goals to the regime no 
matter what the cost to the people. 
Students will act out their role-plays and 
the class will discusses to determine what 
aspects of totalitarianism were portrayed 
and to what effect. 

http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761574819/
Totalitarianism.html 
 

• After a discussion of interest groups that 
exist in the U.S., students will list five 
interest groups that represent their 
political, social or economic interests. The 
students will research one group and 
report their findings to the class. Students 
will be prepared to describe: How the 
group represents their interest, how the 
group promotes its ideas, whether they 
think the group is effective and why or why 
not. 

http://www.csuchico.edu/~kfountain/ 
 

• Students will analyze charts “Level of 
Public Confidence in the Executive and 
Legislative Branches of Government: 
1966-1996” and “Voter Participation in 
Presidential Elections: 1924-1996” (text 
p.435), to determine correlations between 
confidence level and voter participation 
rate. The class will discuss student views.  

http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761574819/Totalitarianism.html�
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761574819/Totalitarianism.html�
http://www.csuchico.edu/~kfountain/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 11: The student will be able to describe forms of authority, political power and economic 
systems.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

• Student pairs will write an essay answering 
the question: How is capitalism thought to 
benefit society? Students will consider:  

I. Is capitalism a good thing or bad thing?  
II. What happens to companies and “Mom & Pop” 

businesses when they can’t compete with 
larger competitors?  

III. Is it always important to get the best deal for 
your dollars?  

IV. Can capitalism hurt society?  
Students will share their essays and 
class discusses student views. 

• Students will read “Mom, Dad, I Want a 
Job” and analyze the views of this 
teenager. Students will gain an 
understanding of teenage workers and 
how many cope with school, a job and a 
social life. The class will discuss student 
reactions.  

 
• To gain an understanding of multinational 

corporations, students will analyze chart 
“Total Revenue of Selected Multinational 
Corporations versus Gross Domestic 
Product of Selected Nations” (text p.447). 
The class will discuss student views. 

 
  Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You. 
- Amy Saltzman, “Mom, Dad, I Want a Job,” U.S. 
News & World Report, (May 17,1993) pp.68. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 12: The student will be able to explain the sociological meaning of religion and distinguish 
basic types of religious organization.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 14.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.4 A, 6.4 L) 
• Explain the sociological meaning of 

religion. 
• Describe different views of religion as 

seen by the major theoretical 
perspectives. 

• Define secularization and describe its 
             relationship to religiosity in the U.S. 
 
14.2 Social Structure (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 L) 

• Distinguish the basic types of religious 
              organization. 
 
14.3 Human Behavior/Relationships  (6.1, 6.2 

B, 6.4 A)  
• Describe the meaning and nature of 

             religiosity. 
 
14.4 Connections (6.1, 6.2 E, 6.6 B) 

• Identify the distribution of religions 
             around the world.  
 
 
  
  
 

• How does religion play a role in individual lives 
and in world events? 

• How do people express their religious interests 
and convictions (religiosity)? 

• What are the religious preferences of the 
United States and the world? 

 
 

Assessment Model:  
Students will choose a religion to research, 
exploring the philosophy, customs and beliefs of 
that religion in their community. Students will 
complete a Religion Fact Sheet and choose 5 
activities from the following list, to compile a 
portfolio on the chosen religion. Students will be 
assessed on their research, organization, and 
completion of assignment requirements. 
Activity List: 
I. Interview a pastor, priest or rabbi on the basic 

beliefs and customs of the religion. Compose 5 
to 10 questions for this interview and use a 
tape recorder to insure you are transcribing 
answers correctly.  

II. Interview a member of this religion about basic 
beliefs and customs. Compose 5 to 10 
questions for this interview and use a tape 
recorder to insure you are transcribing 
answers correctly.  

III. Prepare a schedule of service and activities 
that would be available to members during a 
week. Include the activity, date time, etc. 

IV. Choose three controversial issues (abortion, 
divorce, etc.) and establish the stand religion 
takes on each. You may research this question 
or question a leader or member. 

V. What religious holidays are celebrated by this 
religion? List and summarize the religious 
activities associated with these celebrations. 

VI. Make a photo collage on a sheet that will fit 
your portfolio of the outside and inside (if 
allowed) of places of worship for religion. 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 12: The student will be able to explain the sociological meaning of religion and distinguish 
basic types of religious organization.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

VII. Attend a service of the religion and write a 
summary of the order of worship and activities 
for the service. 

VIII. Create a glossary of terms associated with the 
religion. The glossary should be in alphabetical 
order and terms clearly defined. 

IX. Write a detailed history of this religion, using 
reliable sources. 

X. Include a church bulletin, announcement sheet 
or publication mounted on a sheet of poster 
paper. 

(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
 Learning Activities: 

• To demonstrate how symbolic 
interactionism interprets sacredness, 
students will imagine that the “high five” is 
a sacred symbol only to be used as a sign 
of reverence. Examples for rewarding 
students with high fives are provided. 
Class discussion will lead students to see 
that the symbolic interaction of the high 
five has meaning because the class has 
given it meaning. The class will discuss 
what would happen if the meaning were to 
apply outside of class and what reaction 
might be evoked. 

 
• Students will work in groups to research 

Santeria, a religion with roots in West 
Africa. Groups will be prepared to classify 
Santeria as a church, denomination, sect 
or cult. Students will be prepared to share 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 12: The student will be able to explain the sociological meaning of religion and distinguish 
basic types of religious organization.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

their perspective with the class and 
discuss what aspects of the religion helped 
to classify it. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santer%C3%A
Da 
http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/n
rms/santeria.html 

 
• Students will work in pairs to complete a 

graphic organizer showing the five 
dimensions of religiosity. The class will 
discuss student views. 

 
• Students will analyze charts: “Percentage 

of Americans Saying Religion is Very 
Important in Their Lives” (text p. 482) and 
“Percentage of Population Identified with 
Religious Faith” (text p. 480). Students will 
list how the charts are related and what 
assumptions can be made about religion in 
this country based on the charts. The class 
will discuss student perspectives. 

 
• Students will analyze a pie chart 

representing members of religious groups 
around the world. Students will also 
analyze a world map showing the 
distribution of religions in the world.  
Students will write a personal reaction to 
the information, including whether or not 
the information is surprising to them. If so, 
what information surprised them and if not, 
what information confirmed their previous 
knowledge. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santer%C3%ADa�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santer%C3%ADa�
http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/nrms/santeria.html�
http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/nrms/santeria.html�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12  Sociology 

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 12: The student will be able to explain the sociological meaning of religion and distinguish 
basic types of religious organization.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the
-world-factbook/print/xx.html 

 
Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You . 
- Religion Fact Sheet & list of activities 
 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/print/xx.html�
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/print/xx.html�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 13: The student will be able to analyze sport as an American institution.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 15.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.2 B, 
6.4 A, 6.4 L, 6.5 B) 
• Compare and contrast sport in America 

             from the sociological perspective.  
 
15.2 Social Structure (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L, 

6.5 B) 
• Explain the justification of sport as an 

American institution.  
• Explain the relationship between 

             American sport and social mobility.  
 
15.3 Human Behavior/Relationships (6.1, 6.2 

B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L)  
• Analyze evidence of sexism and racism 

            in American sport.  
 
15.4 Connections (6.1, 6.2 B, 6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Analyze a news article that includes 
sociological research on a sports as 
social institution.  

• Why does sport hold a place as a social 
institution? 

• Does sport have a place for all people? 

Assessment Model:  
Students will imagine that they are a reporter for 
ESPN. They will interview an athlete or coach to 
discover the influence and impact of sports on an 
individual’s life. Students will compile a list of 
questions about the role of athletic participation in 
America, interview an individual involved in sports 
and analyze responses. Students may consider 
the following topics:  

• time subject spends in sports related 
activities,  

• positive and negative aspects of sports 
participation,  

• attitudes about winning and losing 
Students will use a tape recorder or video camera 
to ensure accuracy of answers and transcribe 
answers into written form. Based on subject 
responses, students will write an analysis of sports 
on the life of their subject, including whether 
athletic participation has had a positive or negative 
impact on the subject, with supports. Students will 
be assessed based on organization, validity of 
questions, and analysis. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will attempt to list the last five 
Heisman trophy winners, the last five 
World Series or Super Bowl winners, or 
the last five schools to win the conference 
championships in a chosen sport. Then 
students will attempt to list five influential 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 13: The student will be able to analyze sport as an American institution.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

teachers, five good friends, or five people 
that they enjoy spending time with. The 
class will discuss students’ responses, 
leading to the point to stress: As much as 
our society emphasizes sport, our memory 
of it is fleeting.   

 
• Students will read and analyze “The 

Paradox of Sport”. Student groups will 
share results of student analysis and 
compare and contrast views: Is there a 
darker side to sports? The class will 
discusses student results. 

 
• To gain an understanding of the role of 

sports in our society, students will view 
“Rudy” and write a personal reaction to the 
movie and complete questions: 
http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/
rudy.pdf 

 
• Students will watch at least one sporting 

event on television of any kind. Students 
will write the type of event they watch and 
keep track of how many sportsmanlike and 
unsportsmanlike incidents occur during the 
competition. Students will share their data 
with the class. Students watching similar 
sports will group together to analyze their 
data. Groups will share their data results 
and the class will create a chart to 
compare and contrast data by sport. 
Students will write a reaction to the 
question: Are some sports more conducive 

http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/rudy.pdf�
http://www.casaaleadership.ca/documents/rudy.pdf�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 13: The student will be able to analyze sport as an American institution.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

to sportsmanlike conduct? What makes a 
difference? 

• Students analyze chart: “High School 
Athletes’ Chances of Advancing to the 
Pros” (text p. 513), and “Who are the 
Biggest Baseball Fans? (text p. 516)”. 
Students will respond to questions in 
written format. And the class will discuss 
student responses. 

 
• Students will view episode of “Cribs” that 

features a professional athlete. The class 
will discuss links between social mobility 
and sports. 

 
• Students will work in groups to prepare for 

a student debate on the issue of athletes 
getting preferential treatment in the college 
acceptance process.   

 
• Students will read “Boys and Girls 

Together: Equal Opportunities in Sports” 
and respond in written format to questions 
for discussion. Students will imagine that a 
division of boys and girls sports was 
eliminated in public schools. Students will 
consider if allowing boys and girls to 
compete together in varsity sports would 
change the way the sports are played?  
The class will discuss student reactions. 

 
• Students will consider the following for 

discussion: Nearly 80% of the players in 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Institutions  

Goal 13: The student will be able to analyze sport as an American institution.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

the NBA are African American, while over 
90% of he members of the NHL are white. 
Baseball and football are more evenly 
mixed. How would you explain the lack of 
African Americans in hockey and their 
apparent overrepresentation in basketball?  

 
• Students will analyze a news article that 

includes sociological research on sports as 
a social institution. Students will write a 
summary of the article, specifying the 
issue addressed and their opinion on the 
issue/article. Students will share their 
articles with the class and the class will 
discuss. 

 
Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You  
- DVD: Rudy 
- D. Stanley Eitzen, “The Paradox of Sport – The 
Contradictory Lessons Learned,” The World and I, 
Vol. 11, Issue 7 (July 1996), p. 306. 
- Mike Messner, “Boys and Girls Together: The 
Promise and Limitations of Equal Opportunity in 
Sports,” Sex, Violence & Power in Sports: 
Rethinking Masculinity, (Los Angeles: Michael A. 
Messner and Donald F. Sabo, 1994), pp.197-199, 
201. 
- American Sport – The Interview: Student 
Discovery Sheet & instructions 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Population and Urbanization 

Goal 14: The student will be able to identify and explain population processes and predict world 
population trends.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 16.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.4 A, 
6.6 B, 6.6 D) 
• Analyze ideas of causes of population 

             changes.  
• Compare and contrast theories of city 

             growth. 
 
16.2 Social Structure (6.1, 6.4 L, 6.6 C, 6.6 D, 

6.6 E) 
• Trace the development of preindustrial 

             and modern cities. 
 
16.3 Human Behavior/Relationships (6.1, 6.6 

D) 
• Explain the three population processes 

 
16.4 Connections (6.1, 6.4 L, 6.6 A, 6.6 B, 6.6 

D)  
• Compare and contrast populations of the 

             U.S. and other countries of the world and 
             predict U.S. and world population trends. 

• Analyze a news article that contains data 
             from the most recent U.S. census. 

• What are the change agents for population? 
• Why is demography increasingly important? 
• Why are there differences in the pattern of 

world urbanization? 
• What can we expect the population of the 

world to be in the future? 
 
 

Assessment Model:  
To demonstrate understanding of concepts of rural 
and urban communities, students will create a 
travel brochure about their hometown or 
community. The brochure will includes information 
on history, culture, statistics, government and 
entertainment. Students will are also be given the 
option of creating a video documentary instead of 
a brochure. Students will be assessed on the basis 
of creativity, thoroughness of research, appropriate 
text and illustrations and following directions. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Student pairs will complete a graphic 
organizer identifying the four major 
theoretical patterns of city growth. The 
class will discuss student results. 

 
• Students will analyze charts: “Percentage 

of Population 18 and Under” (text p. 532) 
and “Projected Population of the United 
States, Comparing a Two-Child Average 
per Family to a Three-Child Average” (p 
544). Students will work in pairs to 
complete analysis sheet for each chart. 
The class will discuss student results. 

 
• Students will read “Medical Ethics: Do You 

Want to Live a Hundred Years?” and 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Population and Urbanization 

Goal 14: The student will be able to identify and explain population processes and predict world 
population trends.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

respond in written format to questions for 
discussion. The class will discuss student 
views. 

• Student groups will review data from the 
most recent census regarding U.S. 
population, and recent population statistics 
for other countries of the world. Using 
graphs, recent trends in world and U.S. 
populations will be discussed. Students will 
continue the graphs to predict future trends 
in world and U.S. population and write 
reasons to justify their predictions. Groups 
will share views and the class will discuss 
student perspectives. 
http://www.census.gov/ 

 
• Students will role play to demonstrate that 

rapid urbanization has socio-psychological 
as well as socioeconomic consequences. 
All but three members of the class will get 
a paper with instructions: “Get up and walk 
around the room as though you were 
walking around a busy NYC street. Walk 
quickly and do not make eye contact with 
anyone. Do not respond to greetings from 
strangers. You are in a hurry, and the 
strangers could be dangerous.” The other 
three members of the class will be given 
the following instructions: “You come from 
a small town and are trying to find an 
address. Walk around and ask two or three 
people if they know the location of the 
address. Be sure to smile politely and 
extend your hand in a friendly manner.” 

http://www.census.gov/�
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Population and Urbanization 

Goal 14: The student will be able to identify and explain population processes and predict world 
population trends.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

After students follow their instructions for 
2-3 minutes, students will consider how the 
“small towners” felt. How did the city 
people feel about ignoring a friendly 
person? Students will brainstorm the 
psychological consequences of rapid 
urbanization. The class will discuss 
student ideas. 

 
• Students will read “The Street Children of 

Ulan Bator” and respond to questions for 
discussion in written format. The class will 
discuss student responses. 

 
• Student groups will be assigned one 

theory of city growth. Students will design 
a fictitious town using the theory they are 
assigned. Their design will include a map 
of the town based on the models provided 
in the text and a brief written history 
explaining the town’s development. The 
history will include information on the 
town’s ethnic make-up, its major source of 
industry, whether or not the town has a 
large immigrant population or a large 
central business district. Groups will 
present their towns to the class for 
discussion. 

 
• Students will analyze a news article that 

contains data from the most recent U.S. 
census. Students will write a summary of 
the article, specifying the issue addressed 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Population and Urbanization 

Goal 14: The student will be able to identify and explain population processes and predict world 
population trends.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

and their opinion on the issue/article. 
Students will share their articles with the 
class and the class will discuss. 

 

Materials: 
- Textbook: Sociology and You  
- Carl Mitcham, “Technology and Ethics: Medical 
Miracles Make Moral Muddles”, The World and I, 
Vol. 11, (March 1, 1996), pp.314. 
 - “Living in a Manhole”, Economist, Vol. 354, Issue 
8154 (January 22, 2000), p.44. (The Street 
Children of Ulan Bator) 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Change  and Collective Behavior 

Goal 15: The student will be able to explain how social movements and collective behavior have 
long-term and important consequences. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

 17.1 Ideas and Beliefs/Research (6.1, 6.2 B,   
            6.4 A, 6.4 L) 

• Explain the three social processes that 
contribute to social change.  

• Compare and contrast theories of crowd 
behavior. 

• Compare and contrast theories of social 
movements. 

• Describe social change as viewed by the 
sociological perspectives. 

 
17.2 Social Structure (6.1, 6.2 A, 6.2 E, 6.4 L, 
             6.6 C, 6.6 D) 

• Identify how technology, population,  
natural environment, revolution, and 
war cause cultures to change.  

• Define and identify collective behavior,  
rumors, fads and fashions.  

 
17.3 Human Behavior/Relationships  (6.1, 6.2  
             A, 62 B, 6.2 D, 6.4 A)  

• Identify ways that an individual can make 
a difference in society. 

• Identify responsibilities an individual has 
to society. 

 
17.4 Connections (6.1, 6.2 b, 6.2 D, 6.4 A.  
             6.4 L) 

• Analyze a news article about a social  
            movement or about an individual that has 
             made a difference in society. 
 
 
 

• How does social change occur? 
• What historical and current examples can be 

given to define collective behavior? 
• What influences collective behavior and crowd 

behavior? 
• What are the primary types and theories of 

social movements? 
• What responsibilities do individuals have to 

society?  
• How can an individual make a difference in 

society? 
 

Assessment Model:  
Students will bring in an object or present an 
activity that represents personal participation in a 
fad, fashion, or craze. Students will analyze the 
effects of collective behavior on individual choices 
and interests, by completing a Student Discovery 
Sheet in written format. Students will be assessed 
based on student participation and thoroughness 
of explanation. 
 
Student groups will choose a social problem on a 
national, state or local level and create a reform 
movement for change in this area. Students will 
identify the movement by one of the four primary 
types. Students will prepare a booklet that presents 
the goals and activities of the social movement and 
make a presentation to the class. Students will be 
assessed according to thoroughness of research, 
clarity of description, originality, and organized, 
concise and convincing presentation. 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
 
Learning Activities: 

• Students will complete a graphic organizer, 
grouping concepts according to headings: 
Social forces, Social processes, and 
Collective behaviors. After the class 
completes studies in this unit, students will 
review this organizer and make 
adjustments as needed based on 
information learned. The class will discuss 
the organizers and changes students 
make. 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Change  and Collective Behavior 

Goal 15: The student will be able to explain how social movements and collective behavior have 
long-term and important consequences. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

  
• Student pairs will research the history of 

the automobile. Each pair will be assigned 
a decade in the development of the car. 
Students will look for changes in the 
design and cost of the car. Pairs will 
respond to the following in written format: 
What was occurring in society at the time 
to affect the change? Pairs will share their 
information with the class and the class will 
discuss student results. The class will work 
together to combine student info to create 
a timeline of the history of automobile to 
post in the classroom.  

 
• Student groups will develop a role play to 

demonstrate the concept of collective 
behavior. After each group presents its 
role play, the class will discuss the 
following: Was there a group involved in 
the behavior? Was the action 
spontaneous? What was the stimuli people 
responded to? 

 
• After a class discussion of the contagion 

theory, students will view a video clip of a 
riot. Student groups will discuss:  

I. What was the riot like?  
II. Were the people barbarians?  
III. Did they mill around like cattle or sheep?  
IV. Did they do things that they likely would not 

have done on their own?  
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Change  and Collective Behavior 

Goal 15: The student will be able to explain how social movements and collective behavior have 
long-term and important consequences. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

V. Why do you think people behave this way?  
VI. Are people really acting irrationally or do they 

know what they are doing?  
Groups will share their insights with the class 
for further discussion. 

 
• Students will read “The Right to Die: 

Euthanasia” and pairs will respond to 
questions for discussion in written format. 
The class will discuss student 
perspectives.  

 
• Students will analyze charts: “Percentage 

of Females in the Workplace” (text p. 595) 
and “Minorities and the Internet” (text p. 
601). Pairs of students will respond to 
questions for discussion in written format 
and share their perspectives with the class 
for further discussion.  

 
• Students will imagine that they are 

receiving an award for making a difference 
in society. Students will consider what they 
would a newspaper article about their 
award would be like. Students will write a 
newspaper article about their award 
including the following information: What 
did they do to deserve the award? What 
difference did they make? Students will 
share their articles in groups and 
brainstorm lists of ways in which an 
individual can make a difference in society. 
The class will discuss student 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
Grade 11/12   Sociology  

Topic:  Social Change  and Collective Behavior 

Goal 15: The student will be able to explain how social movements and collective behavior have 
long-term and important consequences. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

perspectives. 
• Students will analyze a news article about 

a social movement or about an individual 
that has made a difference in society. 
Students will write a summary of the 
article, specifying the issue addressed and 
their opinion on the issue/article. Students 
will share their articles with the class and 
the class will discuss student perspectives. 

 
Materials: 
- Text: Sociology and You 
- Timothy Quill, “To Cease Upon the Midnight”, 

Economist, Vol. 332, Issue 7881 (September 
17, 1994), p.21. 
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COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
1.   To define sociology and explore the sociologist’s view of society. 
2    To explain and apply basic research concepts used in sociological research. 
3.   To explain cultural components and how culture and heredity affect social behavior. 
4.   To describe the role socialization plays in human development. 
5.   To identify and illustrate the concepts of social structure and explain how statuses and roles are related to social structures. 
6.   To describe types of social interaction and explain the use of power within an organization, demonstrating its importance. 
7.   To define social control and the consequences of deviance. 
8.   To explain the relationship between social stratification and social class. 
9.   To analyze patterns of racial and ethnic relations. 
10. To describe inequality that results from age, gender, race, and ethnicity. 
11. To describe types of family structure, the history of these structures and the future of the family in the United States.  
12. To outline the basic functions of education and describe educational inequality.  
13. To describe forms of authority, political power and economic systems. 
14. To explain the sociological meaning of religion and distinguish basic types of religious organization. 
15. To analyze sport as an American institution. 
16. To identify and explain population processes and predict world population trends. 
17. To explain how social movements and collective behavior have long-term and important consequences. 
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