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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

Mission 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The core of our nation’s founding philosophy was to create a nation of laws, not of men.  The essence 

of the American system is tied to our fundamental rights as contained in natural law and their logical 
extension into a system of constitutional law, civil law, economic law, international law etc.  Responsible 
citizens need to understand the law and its daily impact on their lives. The design of this course will help to 
familiarize the student with the American legal system, its terminology, its courts and officials, the need for 
contracts, principles of liability, property rights and the criminal code.  Part of our focus will be an 
investigation of the law as it impacts young people. 
 
 

Educational Goals 
 

1 To understand the purposes of a legal system, where law is both a guide and a restraint. 
2 To examine the principles of legal rights and responsibilities within the foundation of the U.S.    

Constitution. 
3 To understand the creation of law. 
4 To analyze the criminal justice system with a focus on the concept of due process. 
5 To analyze the system of civil torts and the manner it has changed our social structures. 
6 To investigate the impact of law on the American consumer. 
7 To compare and contrast the freedoms in the Bill of Rights with the applications of the American legal 

process. 
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Street Law 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I 
Big Ideas:  LAW, CONFLICT, ADVOCACY 
I. Introduction to Law and the Legal System 
 
1.1 What is Law? 

 Define law and jurisprudence; 

 Explain the need for rules in a society; 

 Evaluate society’s methods of enforcing its laws; 

 Analyze the manner in which a society’s moral, economic, political, and 
social values become its laws; 

 Explain how laws respond to changes in society’s values; 

 Discuss the need for human rights and what they should consist of; 

 Research the occurrence of human rights violations around the world; 

 Formulate a list of human rights; 

 Debate the use of the death penalty in the U.S. as a violation of human 
rights; 

 Describe how human rights may become protected by laws; 

 Formulate examples (e.g., freedom of speech) for the saying “with 
every right there goes a responsibility”; 

 Define the following criminal law terms:  1) felony, 2) misdemeanor, 3) 
prosecutor, and 4) beyond a reasonable doubt; 

 Define the following civil law terms:  1) civil action, 2) defendant, 3) 
plaintiff, and 4) preponderance of the evidence; 

 Explain the principles which form the foundation of the U.S. 
Constitution, including limited government, separation of powers, 
checks and balances, federalism, and Bill of Rights; 

 Define statute, veto, judicial review, unconstitutional, and supremacy 
clause; 

 Explain the manner in which the U.S. Constitution may be amended. 
 

1.2 Lawmaking 

 Research a current bill and document its progress through the 
legislative and executive branches; 

 Compare and contrast the lawmaking process on the federal level with 
the state level; 

 Research how local laws are passed and enforced in Monroe 
Township; 

Big Ideas:  CRMINE, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 
II. Criminal Law and Procedure 
 
2.1 Crime in America 

 Identify types of crimes; 

 Evaluate the seriousness of various crimes; 

 Apply statistics to interpret the seriousness of crime in the U.S.; 

 Identify the relationship between crime and gender, substance abuse, 
age, time of day, and the type of area in which the crime takes place; 

 Evaluate causes of crime and methods to curbing it; 

 Define the terms: crime, incarceration, and community policing. 

 Assess the extent to which gangs are a problem in the U.S.; 

 Describe the characteristics of gangs including membership, illicit 
activities, rituals, and uses of symbols; 

 List reasons why people join gangs; 

 Identify successful community responses to gangs and delinquency; 

 Describe the relationship between guns and crime; 

 Interpret the Second Amendment to the Constitution; 

 Outline requirements of gun control legislation; 

 Identify social problems exacerbated by substance abuse; 

 Describe the relationship between alcohol and violent crimes; 

 Describe legal consequences and human costs of combining alcohol 
and automobiles; 

 Discuss legal consequences of sale or possession of illegal drugs; 

 Define the terms: drunk driving and implied consent law; 

 Describe demographic patterns and trends in crime victimization 
including age, race, gender, and socioeconomic background; 

 List ways of preventing crime; 

 State how to report a crime; 

 Define the terms: restitution, complaint, and testify. 
 

2.2 Introduction to Criminal Law 

 Describe the relationship between crimes and state of mind; 

 Identify examples of strict liability offenses; 

 Define the terms: state of mind, motive, and strict liability;  
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 Define the terms “bill” and “legislative intent”; 

 Draft a hypothetical town ordinance which addresses a local problem; 

 Using OSHA as an example, explain how and in which instances 
government agencies draft laws; 

 Explain the difference between trial courts and appellate courts; 

 Discuss the importance of precedent to the courts system. 
 

1.3 Citizen Advocacy 

 Describe the importance of citizens in making laws; 

 Define the term advocacy; 

 Describe problems and issues that may prompt citizens to seek 
change; 

 Identify authorities, agencies, or levels of government responsible for 
addressing specific problems; 

 Apply the “golden rules” for advocacy and devise a citizen advocacy 
campaign for a local issue or problem; 

 Define the term lobbying; 

 Describe methods lobbyists use as they seek to influence legislation. 

 Describe ways the law-making process can be influenced by lobbyists 
and constituents; 

 Define the terms:  initiative, referendum, and recall; 

 Describe the basic qualifications to vote; 

 Develop hypotheses to explain low voter turn-out. 
 

1.4 Settling Disputes 

 List, describe, and distinguish among three methods for settling 
disputes out of court; 

 Evaluate the merits of alternative methods of resolving disputes; 

 Define the terms: negotiation, settlement, arbitration, mediation, and 
ombudsperson; 

 Analyze disputes in order to determine which method the parties should 
use to resolve a conflict; 

 Identify steps taken to resolve a dispute through mediation. 
 

1.5 The Court System 

 Define the terms:  trial courts, parties, plaintiff, prosecutor, defendant, 
adversary system, inquisitional system, voir dire, removal for cause, 
and peremptory challenges; 

 Sequence steps in a trial; 

 Describe roles of judges, juries, defense attorneys, prosecutors, and 
plaintiffs in a trial; 

 Define the terms:  appeals court, error of law, precedent, dissenting 
opinion, and concurring opinion; 

 Describe conditions under which a case can be appealed to higher 

 Distinguish between elements of burglary and robbery; 

 Explain how a single act can be both a criminal and civil wrong; 

 Define the term elements; 

 Identify crimes that are prosecuted only in state courts, federal courts, 
or either court; 

 Distinguish between felonies and misdemeanors; 

 Distinguish between a principal and an accomplice in a crime; 

 Distinguish between and give examples of an accessory before the fact 
and an accessory after the fact; 

 Give examples of crimes of omission; 

 Evaluate Good Samaritan laws; 

 Explain the purpose of or function of criminalizing certain behaviors that 
occur before a crime is committed; 

 State examples of solicitation, attempt, misprision of felony, and 
conspiracy. 

 
2.3 Crimes Against the Person 

 Describe the legal relationship between malice, premeditation, and first-
degree murder; 

 Distinguish between first-degree murder and felony murder; 

 Define the terms: homicide, malice, first-degree murder, felony murder, 
second-degree murder, voluntary manslaughter, involuntary 
manslaughter, negligent homicide, and negligence; 

 Describe the consequences for those who assist others in committing 
suicide; 

 Distinguish between assault and battery; 

 Describe the impact of stalking on victims; 

 Distinguish between forcible rape and statutory rape; 

 Describe the relationship between consent and rape, citing examples of 
lack of consent; 

 Describe the proof that may be required for a rape conviction. 
 

2.4 Crimes Against Property 

 Identify reasons why the number of property crimes has dropped in 
recent years; 

 Define the terms:  arson, vandalism, robbery, and embezzlement; 

 Identify two classes of larceny; 

 Define the terms: vandalism, larceny, shoplifting, and concealment; 

 Distinguish between embezzlement and robbery; 

 Distinguish between robbery and larceny; 

 Define the terms:  extortion, burglary, forgery, and uttering; 

 Define the terms:  receiving stolen property, unauthorized use of a 
vehicle, and carjacking; 

 Define the term hackers; 
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courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court; 

 Distinguish between, and explain the functions of, concurring and 
dissenting opinions; 

 Compare structures of federal and state court systems; 

 Classify cases according to jurisdiction of specific courts; 

 Describe the significance of precedents established by the Supreme 
Court; 

 Describe the process for appealing cases to the Supreme Court; 

 Define the terms:  petitions for certiorari and due process of law; 

 Distinguish between cases which are likely to be granted certiorari and 
those which are typically rejected; 

 Relate the powers of Supreme Court justices to the controversies that 
accompany their nominations. 

 
1.6 Lawyers 

 Name at least five common situations in which a person may wish to 
consult an attorney; 

 Analyze a situation in order to determine whether or not legal counsel 
should be sought; 

 Define the terms:  litigator and bar association; 

 Explain how to find and retain suitable legal counsel as well as how to 
handle problems that may occur in the lawyer-client relationship; 

 Define the terms:  retainer and contingency fee; 

 Define the terms:  privilege, disbarred, and legal malpractice; 

 Describe an effective and ethical attorney-client relationship; 

 Analyze situations involving a lawyer’s professional ethics to determine 
what is proper. 

 

 State the broad definition of computer crime. 
 

2.5 Defenses 

 State what a prosecutor must prove for a conviction to occur in a 
criminal case; 

 Identify what a defendant is not required to do in a criminal case; 

 Cite two categories of evidence that can be used in the defense of “no 
crime has been committed”; 

 Describe how a defendant may prove that he/she did not commit a 
crime; 

 Define the term alibi; 

 Identify two categories of defenses which prove that a criminal act 
should be considered excusable or justified; 

 Describe circumstances in which the law recognizes the right of a 
person to use reasonable force in self-defense; 

 Define the terms:  infancy defense, intoxication defense, insanity 
defense, entrapment defense, duress defense, and necessity defense. 

 
2.6 The Criminal Justice Process:  The Investigation Phase 

 Identify steps on a diagram of the criminal justice process; 

 Define the terms: arrest, arrest warrant, probable cause, drug courier 
profile, corroborate, and stop and frisk; 

 Describe the relationship between an arrest and the Fourth 
Amendment; 

 Describe factors used to determine probable cause; 

 Explain why the use of criminal profiles is controversial; 

 Describe what a person should and should not do when being arrested; 

 Weigh the comparative importance of an individual’s right to privacy 
and the government’s need to gather information; 

 State how the Fourth Amendment limits the power of the government; 

 Explain how the exclusionary rule protects individuals against the 
unreasonable use of police power; 

 Describe how a search warrant is obtained and what it must specify; 

 List and describe situations when searches are considered reasonable 
and may be conducted without a search warrant; 

 Evaluate situations to determine if evidence is admissible; 

 Define the terms: exclusionary rule, search warrant, affidavit, plain view, 
hot pursuit, and contraband; 

 Identify rights of an individual being interrogated that are stated in the 
Fifth and Sixth Amendments; 

 Define the terms: interrogate and self-incrimination. 
 

2.7 The Criminal Justice Process:  Proceedings Before Trial 

 Define the terms booking and arraignment; 
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 Identify two circumstances which may result in no trial at the stage of 
preliminary proceedings; 

 List steps police take when the accused is first brought to a police 
station; 

 Identify the four steps that may occur when the accused first comes 
before a judicial officer; 

 Describe how the process of bail works; 

 State the relationship between bail and the Eighth Amendment; 

 Weigh merits of arguments for and against pretrial release; 

 Define the terms bail and personal recognizance; 

 Define the term preliminary hearing; 

 Define purpose of a grand jury; 

 Identify how steps differ following a guilty or not guilty plea at the felony 
arraignment; 

 Define the terms: grand jury, indictment, and information; 

 Describe types of pretrial motions the defense may file; 

 Describe how Mapp v. Ohio affected rights of the accused in cases at 
the state level; 

 Identify the “good faith” exception to the exclusionary rule and the 
reason for its existence; 

 Weigh the merits of arguments for and against the exclusionary rule 
and judicial integrity and deference; 

 Define the terms:  nolo contendere, pretrial motion, and motion to 
suppress evidence; 

 Define the term plea bargaining and evaluate arguments for and 
against its use. 

 
2.8 The Criminal Justice Process:  The Trial 

 Identify the relationship between the Sixth Amendment and the right to 
a jury trial; 

 State how jury panels are selected; 

 State how the Supreme Court has ruled in cases in which attorneys 
attempted to exclude jurors because of their race; 

 Define the term waive; 

 List criteria that would be considered in deciding if a case should be 
dismissed because a trial was not speedy; 

 Define the terms: subpoena, contempt of court, and immunity; 

 Explain why being able to subpoena witnesses and the ability to 
confront witnesses are important to people accused of crimes; 

 Explain the meaning and importance of the right against self-
incrimination; 

 Describe the meaning and importance of the right to counsel; 

 State why the public defender system is controversial. 
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2.9 The Criminal Justice Process:  Sentencing and Corrections 

 List and explain options judges may exercise in determining a 
sentence; 

 Describe factors that are weighed in sentencing decisions; 

 Define the terms: suspended sentence, probation, home confinement, 
fine, restitution, work release, imprisonment, and pre-sentence report; 

 Describe four theories regarding the purposes of punishment and the 
assumptions on which each theory is based; 

 Explain why Congress passed the Truth in Sentencing Act and what the 
law requires; 

 Summarize how views on capital punishment have evolved during 
American history; 

 State how the Supreme Court rulings have influenced imposition of the 
death penalty; 

 Compare the use of the death penalty in the U.S. to its use in other 
countries; 

 Describe how due process applies to persons given death sentences; 

 Define the terms: capital punishment, aggravating circumstances, and 
mitigating circumstances; 

 Describe how views of prisoners’ rights have evolved; 

 Identify reasons for prison overcrowding; 

 Distinguish between jails and prisons. 
  

  

Quarter II 

Big Ideas:  TORT, NEGLIGENCE & STRICT LIABILITY 
III. Torts 
 

3.1 Torts: A Civil Wrong 

 Define tort, plaintiff, judgment, defendant, damages, liable, remedy, 
liability, and settlement; 

 Describe the purpose of tort law; 

 Analyze a series of situations in order to determine whether the actions 
of the persons involved are reasonable or unreasonable; 

 Discuss how the nature of tort law has changed as technology and 
social values have changed; 

 Describe how tort law was derived from common law; 

Big Ideas:  CONTRACT, WARRANTY & CREDIT 
IV. Consumer Law 
 
4.1  Contracts 

 Define the terms:  caveat emptor, consumer, contract, and breach; 

 Describe the general rights and responsibilities of consumers; 

 Explain the general functions of consumer law; 

 Describe the elements of a legally binding contract:  offer, acceptance, 
and consideration; 

 Compare and contrast contractual obligations of adults and minors; 

 Cite an example of when a minor may inadvertently ratify a contract; 
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 Distinguish among the three main categories of torts:  intentional, 
negligent, and strict liability; 

 Explain the differences between the standard used to determine guilt in 
a criminal prosecution and the standard used to determine liability in a 
tort suit; 

 Explain the term deep pockets;  

 Describe the characteristics of class action suits; 

 List and analyze the different ways that lawyers can charge clients for 
services required to pursue civil suits; 

 Explain the purpose of liability insurance and its role in American life; 

 Describe why doctors and other professionals purchase malpractice 
insurance and why the premiums can be so costly; 

 Describe how the workers’ compensation system operates. 

3.2 Intentional Torts 

 Describe the three types of damages a plaintiff can recover in an 
intentional tort lawsuit; 

 Define the terms: intentionally, compensatory damages, nominal 
damages, punitive damages, and legal defense; 

 Given case scenarios, determine whether or not the tort of assault 
and/or battery occurred; 

 Describe the appropriate defense for torts of mental distress and false 
imprisonment; 

 Analyze cases to determine the validity of defamation claims; 

 Define battery, assault, infliction of mental distress, false imprisonment, 
defamation, slander, libel, and malice; 

 Explain the difference between real and personal property, and 
describe how tort law protects both; 

 Analyze the amount of force that may be used to protect property 
and/or to protect an individual; 

 Define the terms: real property, personal property, intellectual property, 
trespass, nuisance, injunction, attractive nuisance, conversion, 
intellectual property, patent, copyright, infringement, novel, monopoly, 
public domain, derivative works, first sale, fair use, consent, privilege, 
legal authority, self-defense, and defense of property; 

 Identify various forms of intellectual property. 

3.3 Negligence 

 Explain the process of standard of care; 

 Define the terms: negligence, elements, duty, breach of duty, breached 

 Define the terms:  consign and ratify; 

 Compare and contrast written and oral contracts; 

 Identify contracts which must be written if they are to be enforceable; 

 Cite two reasons why written contracts are more desirable than oral 
contracts; 

 Define the terms:  unconscionable and fraud; 

 Describe characteristics of contracts that are considered 
unconscionable. 

 
4.2  Warranties 

 Define the terms:  warranty, breach, express warranty, limited warranty, 
and puffing; 

 Explain why warranties are important; 

 Describe the characteristics of express warranties; 

 Identify what creates an express warranty; 

 List three requirements of the Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act; 

 Distinguish between full and limited warranties; 

 Distinguish among three types of implied warranties; 

 Explain how consumers can seek remedies if they are harmed by 
products; 

 Explain why consumers should carefully inspect cars and other 
products before making a purchase; 

 Define the terms:  implied warranty, warranty of merchantability, 
warranty of fitness for a particular purpose, warranty of title, and 
disclaimer; 

 Explain how sellers can disclaim the implied warranty of merchantability 
of an item for sale; 

 Explain how sellers use disclaimers to limit consumers’ remedies. 
 
4.3  Credit 

 Explain what it means to use credit; 

 Describe the roles of creditors and debtors; 

 Describe the costs of using credit to make purchases; 

 Distinguish among types of credit; 

 Define the terms:  credit; creditors; debtors, finance charge, interest, 
unsecured credit, secured credit, collateral, and default; 

 Explain the functions of credit cards to consumers and sellers; 

 Describe how interest is calculated; 
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causation, damages and breaches; 

 List the four elements that constitute negligence; 

 Identify defenses in negligence cases; 

 Identify the duty of care/breach of duty in a given situation 

 Explain the reasonable person standard and its special applications for 
minors and experts; 

 Apply the reasonable person standard to cases; 

 Define the terms: cause in fact, proximate cause, and foreseeable; 

 Analyze a situation in order to determine whether or not a given harm 
was foreseeable; 

 Explain what a plaintiff must prove to recover damages in a negligence 
action; 

 Cite examples of losses for which courts allow plaintiffs to recover; 

 Define the terms:  contributory negligence, comparative negligence, 
counterclaim, and assumption of the risk. 

3.4 Strict Liability 

 Define the term strict liability and explain how it differs from negligence; 

 Cite examples of situations and activities in which strict liability applies; 

 Explain why applying the standards of strict liability to certain activities 
creates an incentive for careful and safe practices; 

 Discuss possible defenses in a strict liability suit; 

 Summarize how courts have decided liability for harm caused by 
untamed animals and household pets; 

 Describe the relationship between pet-owner negligence and liability; 

 Describe the role of the Consumer Product Safety Commission in 
protecting consumers from defective products; 

 Define product liability and describe its relationship to strict liability; 

 Describe defenses to strict liability cases; 

 Describe the relationship between duty and breach and strict liability; 

 Explain the relationship between causation and damages in strict 
liability cases. 

3.5 Torts and Public Policy 

 Describe the relationship between public safety and tort law; 

 Articulate reasons why tort law contributes to increases in cost of goods 
and services; 

 Weigh costs and benefits in analyzing tort law; 

 Devise a plan which improves safety in the school or community; 

 Explain why consumers should be aware of the APR of their credit 
cards; 

 Define the terms:  annual percentage rate (APR) and debit card; 

 Describe the consequences of lenders who are guilty of usury; 

 Describe what the Truth in Lending Act requires of creditors; 

 Define the terms:  usury, variable interest rates, credit property 
insurance, credit life/disability insurance, service charge, loan sharking, 
balloon payment, acceleration clause, and bill consolidation; 

 Describe how creditors evaluate borrowers to create credit reports; 

 Identify rights the Equal Credit Opportunity Act and the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act guarantee to borrowers; 

 Define bankruptcy and explain its consequences; 

 Define the terms:  bankruptcy, repossess, default judgment, 
garnishment, and attachment. 
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 Identify purposes of tort law; 

 Evaluate criticisms of tort law in general and medical malpractice law in 
particular; 

 Define the term tort reform; 

 Provide examples of ways some states are implementing tort reform. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  LAW, CONFLICT, ADVOCACY 

Topic: Introduction to Law and the Legal System 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand the function of law and how law is made 
and advocated in a civil society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

10 
Blocks 

1.1 What is Law? 
a. Define law and jurisprudence; 
b. Explain the need for rules in a society; 
c. Evaluate society’s methods of enforcing 

its laws; 
d. Analyze the manner in which a society’s 

moral, economic, political, and social 
values become its laws; 

e. Explain how laws respond to changes in 
society’s values; 

f. Discuss the need for human rights and 
what they should consist of; 

g. Research the occurrence of human 
rights violations around the world; 

h. Formulate a list of human rights; 
i. Debate the use of the death penalty in 

the U.S. as a violation of human rights; 
j. Describe how human rights may 

become protected by laws; 
k. Formulate examples (e.g., freedom of 

speech) for the saying “with every right 
there goes a responsibility”; 

l. Define the following criminal law terms:  
1) felony, 2) misdemeanor, 3) 
prosecutor, and 4) beyond a reasonable 
doubt; 

m. Define the following civil law terms:  1) 
civil action, 2) defendant, 3) plaintiff, 
and 4) preponderance of the evidence; 

n. Explain the principles which form the 
foundation of the U.S. Constitution, 
including limited government, 
separation of powers, checks and 

Essential Questions 

 What is law? 

 Why do societies create laws and 
what do they hope their laws will 
accomplish? 

 How are laws made in the various 
branches of government? 

 How is our legal system organized, 
including the difference between 
trials and appeals? 

 How do you find and get help from a 
lawyer? 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it 
must be of equal or better quality and at the same 
or higher cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the form 
of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, oral 
reports, booklets, or other formats of measurement 
used by the teacher. 

 

Assessment Model: 

 Case Study Activity:  The Case of Shipwrecked 
Sailors  

 Part I:  Students will read the facts of the 
famous English common law case of Regina v. 
Dudley and Stephens, involving shipwrecked 
sailors who were tried for murder and 
cannibalism and write a two-page, double-
spaced Case Study on this matter. 

o Facts:  What happened in this case?  
Who were the parties in this matter?  
What did they do that caused a conflict 
with the law? 

o Issue:  What legal, public policy, 
values, and practical questions must 
the court decide in order to resolve this 
dispute? 

o Arguments:  What are the primary 
arguments advanced by each side?  
What are their merits? 



 16 

S
u

g
g

e
s
te

d
 b

lo
c

k
s
 o

f 

In
s
tr

u
c
ti

o
n

 
Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  LAW, CONFLICT, ADVOCACY 

Topic: Introduction to Law and the Legal System 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand the function of law and how law is made 
and advocated in a civil society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

balances, federalism, and Bill of Rights; 
o. Define statute, veto, judicial review, 

unconstitutional, and supremacy clause; 
p. Explain the manner in which the U.S. 

Constitution may be amended. 
 

1.2 Lawmaking 
a. Research a current bill and document 

its progress through the legislative and 
executive branches; 

b. Compare and contrast the lawmaking 
process on the federal level with the 
state level; 

c. Research how local laws are passed 
and enforced in Monroe Township; 

d. Define the terms “bill” and “legislative 
intent”; 

e. Draft a hypothetical town ordinance 
which addresses a local problem; 

f. Using OSHA as an example, explain 
how and in which instances government 
agencies draft laws; 

g. Explain the difference between trial 
courts and appellate courts; 

h. Discuss the importance of precedent to 
the courts system. 

 
1.3 Citizen Advocacy 

a. Describe the importance of citizens in 
making laws; 

b. Define the term advocacy; 
c. Describe problems and issues that may 

prompt citizens to seek change; 
d. Identify authorities, agencies, or levels 

o Decision:  How should the court decide 
this case?  Explain the reasoning 
behind your decision?  Exactly what 
precedent would be established by your 
decision?  What important questions 
related to this case have NOT been 
decided and why? 

 Part II:  Host a class discussion/debate using 
the following prompts:  

o Should the sailors even be tried for 
murder?  What issues are presented to 
the court? 

o Should the shipwrecked sailors be 
punished for their acts?  If so, how 
should they be punished? 

o Discuss legal, moral, public policy, and 
practical arguments for and against 
punishment and the extent of 
punishment. 

o What is the relationship between law 
and morality in this case?  Was it 
morally wrong for the sailors to kill their 
comrade and consume his body? 

o Can an act be legal but immoral?  Can 
an act be morally right but unlawful?  
Explain and justify all responses. 

 A scoring rubric should be used for both the 
written and debate portions of the activity. 

 (Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  LAW, CONFLICT, ADVOCACY 

Topic: Introduction to Law and the Legal System 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand the function of law and how law is made 
and advocated in a civil society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

of government responsible for 
addressing specific problems; 

e. Apply the “golden rules” for advocacy 
and devise a citizen advocacy 
campaign for a local issue or problem; 

f. Define the term lobbying; 
g. Describe methods lobbyists use as they 

seek to influence legislation; 
h. Describe ways the law-making process 

can be influenced by lobbyists and 
constituents; 

i. Define the terms:  initiative, referendum, 
and recall; 

j. Describe the basic qualifications to 
vote; 

k. Develop hypotheses to explain low 
voter turn-out. 

 
1.4 Settling Disputes 

a. List, describe, and distinguish among 
three methods for settling disputes out 
of court; 

b. Evaluate the merits of alternative 
methods of resolving disputes; 

c. Define the terms: negotiation, 
settlement, arbitration, mediation, and 
ombudsperson; 

d. Analyze disputes in order to determine 
which method the parties should use to 
resolve a conflict; 

e. Identify steps taken to resolve a dispute 
through mediation. 

 
 

Materials: 

 Textbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition – Chapters 1 through 6 

 Teacher’s Manual: Street Law: A Course in 
Practical Law, 6

th
 edition-Teacher’s Manual 

 Workbook:  Everyday Law for Young Citizens: 
A Working Guide, Eric B. Lipson & Greta 
Barclay Lipson (p.19 Peer Mediation; p.89 
Congress Role Play) 

 Workbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition-Workbook 

 Resource Book:  You Decide:  Applying the 
Bill Rights to Real Cases 

 Pamphlet:  How a Bill Becomes a Law in New 
Jersey: A Student’s Guide to the Legislative 
Process 

 Pamphlet:  Educational Guide for Trial Jurors, 
2

nd
 ed. New Jersey State Bar Association 

(2000) 

 Video:  Order in the Court 

 Video:  It’s the Law 

 Video:  Trial by Jury 

 Street Law: A Course in Practical Law, 6
th
 

edition – Transparencies and Blackline Masters 

o T1a-1b: “Case Study Activity” 

o T6: “An Introduction to the Civil Justice 
and Criminal Justice Systems” 

o T7: “Guidelines for Drafting Laws” 

o T8a-8b: “Guidelines for Advocates” 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  LAW, CONFLICT, ADVOCACY 

Topic: Introduction to Law and the Legal System 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand the function of law and how law is made 
and advocated in a civil society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

1.5 The Court System 
a. Define the terms:  trial courts, parties, 

plaintiff, prosecutor, defendant, 
adversary system, inquisitional system, 
voir dire, removal for cause, and 
peremptory challenges; 

b. Sequence steps in a trial; 
c. Describe roles of judges, juries, defense 

attorneys, prosecutors, and plaintiffs in 
a trial; 

d. Define the terms:  appeals court, error 
of law, precedent, dissenting opinion, 
and concurring opinion; 

e. Describe conditions under which a case 
can be appealed to higher courts, 
including the U.S. Supreme Court; 

f. Distinguish between, and explain the 
functions of, concurring and dissenting 
opinions; 

g. Compare structures of federal and state 
court systems; 

h. Classify cases according to jurisdiction 
of specific courts; 

i. Describe the significance of precedents 
established by the Supreme Court; 

j. Describe the process for appealing 
cases to the Supreme Court; 

k. Define the terms:  petitions for certiorari 
and due process of law; 

l. Distinguish between cases which are 
likely to be granted certiorari and those 
which are typically rejected; 

m. Relate the powers of Supreme Court 
justices to the controversies that 

o T9: “Writing a Public Official” 

o T10: “National Voter Turnout in Federal 
Elections: 1960-1996” 

o T11a-11b-11c: “Tips for Negotiators” 

o T12: “Steps in a Typical Mediation 
Session” 

o T14a-14b: “Steps in a Trial” 

o T15: “Federal and State Court 
Systems” 

o T16: “What to Ask Your Lawyer” 

 “The Death Penalty Debate,” New York Times 
Upfront Magazine (9/1/08) 

 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 

 Video:  Gideon’s Trumpet 

 Video:  Twelve Angry Men 

 Video:  You, The Jury 

 Code of Professional Responsibility 

Suggested Learning Activities: 

 Make a chart that contains the following items: 
1) 10 of your daily activities; 2) for each item, 
any laws that affect that activity; 3) identify each 
law as federal, state, or local; 4) purpose of the 
law; and 5) should the law be changed 
(why/why not) 

 Writing prompt:  What did jurist Roscoe Pound 
mean when he said, “The law must be stable, 
but it must not stand still.” 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  LAW, CONFLICT, ADVOCACY 

Topic: Introduction to Law and the Legal System 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand the function of law and how law is made 
and advocated in a civil society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

accompany their nominations. 
 

1.6 Lawyers 

a. Name at least five common situations in 
which a person may wish to consult an 
attorney; 

b. Analyze a situation in order to 
determine whether or not legal counsel 
should be sought; 

c. Define the terms:  litigator and bar 
association; 

d. Explain how to find and retain suitable 
legal counsel as well as how to handle 
problems that may occur in the lawyer-
client relationship; 

e. Define the terms:  retainer and 
contingency fee; 

f. Define the terms:  privilege, disbarred, 
and legal malpractice; 

g. Describe an effective and ethical 
attorney-client relationship; 

h. Analyze situations involving a lawyer’s 
professional ethics to determine what is 
proper. 

 For any list of laws (federal, state, and local), 
student must indicate whether moral, economic, 
political, or social values are involved.  Each 
finding must be explained. 

 Use the provisions of the UDHR to determine 
whether certain acts constitute human rights 
violations. 

 Read and discuss the Kitty Genovese case of 
“apathetic bystanders.” 

 PowerPoint, “Principles of the U.S. Constitution” 

 Discussion Prompt:  “Suppose we had just one 
branch of government rather than three, would 
there be any advantages?  Problems?” 

 In groups, students will analyze an unclearly or 
ambiguously written law by applying various 
factual scenarios to it.  Groups will then draft 
their own, unambiguous version of the law.   

 Research the bill-making process on the 
federal, state, or local level. 

 Field trip to the Middlesex County Courthouse 
to observe civil and/or criminal trial 
proceedings.  Upon their return, students will be 
asked to write a reflection upon what they saw, 
how they felt, what they learned, and what else 
they would like to learn regarding the field trip. 

 In groups, students will be presented with a 
local problem and asked to develop a citizen 
advocacy campaign to remedy the problem.  
Next, groups will assume the roles of local 
legislatures and draft a law which addresses 
the problem. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  LAW, CONFLICT, ADVOCACY 

Topic: Introduction to Law and the Legal System 

Goal 1: The student will be able to understand the function of law and how law is made 
and advocated in a civil society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 Write a citizen advocacy letter to a legislator 
requesting that a bill be drafted to address a 
community problem or issue. 

 Conduct a class debate on California’s 
Proposition 209 (regarding affirmative action) 
and hold a mock ballot on the Proposition. 

 Research ballots of current elections to identify 
any initiative, referendum, or recall items. 

 Examine hypothetical factual scenarios and 
determine the best manner in which to solve the 
issue (negotiation, arbitration, mediation, court, 
or any other method). 

 Conduct a mock negotiation session to address 
the “The Barking Dog” scenario. 

 Writing Prompt:  State at least one argument in 
favor of, and at least one against, the adversary 
process.  Review and discussion to follow. 

 Create posters which illustrate the steps of a 
civil trial and criminal trial. 

 Analyze possible causes of action to determine 
whether the state or federal courts have 
jurisdiction to hear each cause. 

 Read summary of landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court case Gideon v. Wainwright and answer 
discussion questions. 

 Analyze factual scenarios and determine 
whether an attorney may be needed. 

 Role play an initial attorney-client interview. 

 Use the Code of Professional Responsibility to 
determine whether an attorney acted ethically 
or unethically in hypothetical factual scenarios. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

15 

Blocks 

2.1 Crime in America 
a. Identify types of crimes; 
b. Evaluate the seriousness of various 

crimes; 
c. Apply statistics to interpret the 

seriousness of crime in the U.S.; 
d. Identify the relationship between crime 

and gender, substance abuse, age, 
time of day, and the type of area in 
which the crime takes place; 

e. Evaluate causes of crime and methods 
to curbing it; 

f. Define the terms: crime, incarceration, 
and community policing. 

g. Assess the extent to which gangs are a 
problem in the U.S.; 

h. Describe the characteristics of gangs 
including membership, illicit activities, 
rituals, and uses of symbols; 

i. List reasons why people join gangs; 
j. Identify successful community 

responses to gangs and delinquency; 
k. Describe the relationship between guns 

and crime; 
l. Interpret the Second Amendment to the 

Constitution; 
m.  Outline requirements of gun control 

legislation; 
n. Identify social problems exacerbated by 

substance abuse; 
o. Describe the relationship between 

alcohol and violent crimes; 
p. Describe legal consequences and 

Essential Questions 

 What is the nature of crime? 

 How do societal factors affect 
crime rates? 

 How does society try to deter 
crimes? 

 How does society punish those 
who commit crimes? 

 Why do people resort to crime? 

 Is intent necessary to form a 
punishable crime? 

 What processes are due to the 
accused? 

 Should juvenile offenders be 
dealt with differently than adults 
who commit similar offenses? 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it 
must be of equal or better quality and at the same 
or higher cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the form 
of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, oral 
reports, booklets, or other formats of measurement 
used by the teacher. 

 

Assessment Model: 

 Criminal Case Mock Trial Activity  

 Part I:  Students will be assigned a role (judge, 
lawyer, witness, and jury member) 

o Lawyers will be each be given a 
specific item to prepare and later 
present during mock trial (jury voir dire, 
opening statement, direct examination, 
cross-examination, and closing) 

o Each witness and the judge will be 
given materials from which to prepare 
for mock trial 

o Finally, students assigned to the jury 
will be given general information on the 
responsibilities of their post 

 Part II:  Student will conduct the mock trial 
using a hypothetical criminal case involving a 
murder 

 A scoring rubric should be used for both the 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

human costs of combining alcohol and 
automobiles; 

q. Discuss legal consequences of sale or 
possession of illegal drugs; 

r. Define the terms: drunk driving and 
implied consent law; 

s. Describe demographic patterns and 
trends in crime victimization including 
age, race, gender, and socioeconomic 
background; 

t. List ways of preventing crime; 
u. State how to report a crime; 
v. Define the terms: restitution, complaint, 

and testify. 
 

2.2 Introduction to Criminal Law 
a. Describe the relationship between 

crimes and state of mind; 
b. Identify examples of strict liability 

offenses; 
c. Define the terms: state of mind, motive, 

and strict liability;  
d. Distinguish between elements of 

burglary and robbery; 
e. Explain how a single act can be both a 

criminal and civil wrong; 
f. Define the term elements; 
g. Identify crimes that are prosecuted only 

in state courts, federal courts, or either 
court; 

h. Distinguish between felonies and 
misdemeanors; 

i. Distinguish between a principal and an 
accomplice in a crime; 

written and presentations portions of the 
activity. 

 (Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

Materials: 

 Textbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition – Chapters 7 through 16 

 Teacher’s Manual: Street Law: A Course in 
Practical Law, 6

th
 edition-Teacher’s Manual 

 Workbook:  Everyday Law for Young Citizens: 
A Working Guide, Eric B. Lipson & Greta 
Barclay Lipson 

 Workbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition-Workbook 

 Workbook:  Criminal Justice Unit Mock Trial 
Case, by Eva White (Teacher’s Discovery, 
2001) 

 Resource Book:  Murder:  A Mock Trial 

 Resource Book:  Indictment:  A Grand Jury 
Hearing 

 Resource Book:  Crime Scene Investigation 

 Resource Book:  Criminal Justice in America 

 Resource Book:  You Decide:  Applying the 
Bill Rights to Real Cases 

 Resource Book:  Desk Reference on 
American Criminal Justice 

 Resource Book:  Robbery:  A Mock Trial 

 Resource Book:  DWI: A Simulation of 
Teenage Drinking, Driving and the Judicial 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

j. Distinguish between and give examples 
of an accessory before the fact and an 
accessory after the fact; 

k. Give examples of crimes of omission; 
l. Evaluate Good Samaritan laws; 
m. Explain the purpose of or function of 

criminalizing certain behaviors that 
occur before a crime is committed; 

n. State examples of solicitation, attempt, 
misprision of felony, and conspiracy. 

 
2.3 Crimes Against the Person 

a. Describe the legal relationship between 
malice, premeditation, and first-degree 
murder; 

b. Distinguish between first-degree murder 
and felony murder; 

c. Define the terms: homicide, malice, 
first-degree murder, felony murder, 
second-degree murder, voluntary 
manslaughter, involuntary 
manslaughter, negligent homicide, and 
negligence; 

d. Describe the consequences for those 
who assist others in committing suicide; 

e. Distinguish between assault and 
battery; 

f. Describe the impact of stalking on 
victims; 

g. Distinguish between forcible rape and 
statutory rape; 

h. Describe the relationship between 
consent and rape, citing examples of 
lack of consent; 

Process 

 Resource Book:  Juvenile Justice:  In the 
Hands of the Law 

 Resource Book:  Vandalism:  A Mock Trial 

 Resource Book:  Burglary!:  A Mock Trial 

 Resource Book:  Delinquency:  A Mock Trial 

 Website: www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucreports.htm 
(information and statistics on occurrence of 
types of crimes) 

 Website:  www.nida.hih.gov (information on 
drug abuse) 

 Website: 
http://www.landmarkcases.org/miranda 
(Supreme Court case and activity for Miranda 
case) 

 Website:  
http://www.landmarkcases.org/newjersey 
(Supreme Court case and activity for N.J. v. 
T.L.O.) 

 Website: http://www.landmarkcases.org/mapp 
(Supreme Court case and activity for Mapp v. 
Ohio) 

 Website: http://www.landmarkcases.org/gideon 
(Supreme Court case and activity for Gideon v. 
Wainwright) 

 Guest Speakers: Representatives from the 
Prosecutor’s Office and Law Enforcement 
agencies 

 Website:  www.ojp.usdoj.gov (information on 
victims of crimes) 

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucreports.htm
http://www.nida.hih.gov/
http://www.landmarkcases.org/miranda
http://www.landmarkcases.org/newjersey
http://www.landmarkcases.org/mapp
http://www.landmarkcases.org/gideon
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

i. Describe the proof that may be required 
for a rape conviction. 

 
2.4 Crimes Against Property 

a. Identify reasons why the number of 
property crimes has dropped in recent 
years; 

b. Define the terms:  arson, vandalism, 
robbery, and embezzlement; 

c. Identify two classes of larceny; 
d. Define the terms: vandalism, larceny, 

shoplifting, and concealment; 
e. Distinguish between embezzlement and 

robbery; 
f. Distinguish between robbery and 

larceny; 
g. Define the terms:  extortion, burglary, 

forgery, and uttering; 
h. Define the terms:  receiving stolen 

property, unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
and carjacking; 

i. Define the term hackers; 
j. State the broad definition of computer 

crime. 
 

2.5 Defenses 
a. State what a prosecutor must prove for 

a conviction to occur in a criminal case; 
b. Identify what a defendant is not required 

to do in a criminal case; 
c. Cite two categories of evidence that can 

be used in the defense of “no crime has 
been committed”; 

d. Describe how a defendant may prove 

 Video:  To Kill a Mockingbird 

 Video:  12 Angry Men 

 Video:  Dead Man Walking 

 Video:  Rahway State Prison Mess Hall 
Stabbing 

 Video:  My Cousin Vinny 

 Video:  Crime Tech:  New Tools for Law 
Enforcement 

 Video:  Young Criminals, Adult Punishment 

 Video:  Supermax, a Prison Within a Prison 

 Video:  Gun U.S.A. 

 Websites:  Drunk Driving Prevention 

o www.saferoads.org  

o www.saddonline.com  

 Websites:  Pro-Kevorkian vs. Anti-Kevorkian 
arguments 

o www.interlife.org/kevorkian    

o www.rights.org/deathnet/kevorkina_two
.html  

 Websites:  Death Penalty resources: 

o www.essential.org/dpic/dpicreg.html  

o www.uaa.alaska.edu/just/death  

 Street Law: A Course in Practical Law, 6
th
 

edition – Transparencies and Blackline Masters 

o T17a-17b: “Crimes Reported and 
Percentage in Which Arrests Were 
Made (1996)” 

o T18: “Crime Clock (1996)” 

http://www.saferoads.org/
http://www.saddonline.com/
http://www.interlife.org/kevorkian
http://www.rights.org/deathnet/kevorkina_two.html
http://www.rights.org/deathnet/kevorkina_two.html
http://www.essential.org/dpic/dpicreg.html
http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/just/death
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

that he/she did not commit a crime; 
e. Define the term alibi; 
f. Identify two categories of defenses 

which prove that a criminal act should 
be considered excusable or justified; 

g. Describe circumstances in which the 
law recognizes the right of a person to 
use reasonable force in self-defense; 

h. Define the terms:  infancy defense, 
intoxication defense, insanity defense, 
entrapment defense, duress defense, 
and necessity defense. 

 
2.6 The Criminal Justice Process:  The 

Investigation Phase 
a. Identify steps on a diagram of the 

criminal justice process; 
b. Define the terms: arrest, arrest warrant, 

probable cause, drug courier profile, 
corroborate, and stop and frisk; 

c. Describe the relationship between an 
arrest and the Fourth Amendment; 

d. Describe factors used to determine 
probable cause; 

e. Explain why the use of criminal profiles 
is controversial; 

f. Describe what a person should and 
should not do when being arrested; 

g. Weigh the comparative importance of 
an individual’s right to privacy and the 
government’s need to gather 
information; 

h. State how the Fourth Amendment limits 
the power of the government; 

o T19: “Violent Crime Rates by Race of 
Victim” 

o T20: “Crime Prevention” 

o T21: “How to Report a Crime” 

o T22a-22b: “Date Rape Information” 

o T23: “Robbery” 

o T24a-24b: “Sequence of Events in the 
Criminal Justice Process 

o T25a-25b: “Waiver of Rights” 

o T26: “Sentences Imposed Under the 
U.S. Sentencing Commission’s 
Guideline” 

o T27: “Who’s on Death Row?” 

 

Suggested Learning Activities: 

 Students to brainstorm various crimes.  Next, 
students to develop categories to organize 
these crimes (crimes against people, crimes 
against property, drug-related crimes, white-
collar crimes, violent crimes, etc.).  Discussion 
to follow should include why certain crimes are 
more serious than others. 

 Students to contact local police and request 
annual report on crime and share with rest of 
class. 

 Provide students with a list of hypothetical acts 
and ask them to determine whether each act is 
a crime.  Next, students are to rank the acts 
from most serious to least serious and provide 
reasons.  Discussion to follow. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

i. Explain how the exclusionary rule 
protects individuals against the 
unreasonable use of police power; 

j. Describe how a search warrant is 
obtained and what it must specify; 

k. List and describe situations when 
searches are considered reasonable 
and may be conducted without a search 
warrant; 

l. Evaluate situations to determine if 
evidence is admissible; 

m. Define the terms: exclusionary rule, 
search warrant, affidavit, plain view, hot 
pursuit, and contraband; 

n. Identify rights of an individual being 
interrogated that are stated in the Fifth 
and Sixth Amendments; 

o. Define the terms: interrogate and self-
incrimination. 

 
2.7 The Criminal Justice Process:  Proceedings 

Before Trial 
a. Define the terms booking and 

arraignment; 
b. Identify two circumstances which may 

result in no trial at the stage of 
preliminary proceedings; 

c. List steps police take when the accused 
is first brought to a police station; 

d. Identify the four steps that may occur 
when the accused first comes before a 
judicial officer; 

e. Describe how the process of bail works; 
f. State the relationship between bail and 

 Discussion Prompts:  1) “What types of crimes 
occur in schools?  2) “What signs would you 
look for in a student who might pose a danger 
to you or your school?”  3) “What steps could 
you take if you knew a student who might 
become violent at your school?” 

 Research current events involving gang-related 
crimes and discuss manners in which society 
combats crime. 

 Students to complete a Case Study on the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision, City of Chicago v. 
Morales. 

 Research recent and current lawsuits brought 
against gun manufacturers. 

 Class debate: Which is the better way to reduce 
crime, more gun control or less gun control? 

 Develop a plan of action to reduce the number 
of male teens who die of gunshot wounds every 
year. 

 Create a poster with slogan regarding the 
prevention of drunk driving.  Poster should 
include visuals and current statistics. 

 Draft a bill for the state legislature which will 
aim to reduce the number of drunk drivers who 
are between the ages of 17 and 25. 

 Discuss costs and benefits of various 
community plans to address illegal drug use. 

 Write a proposed Constitutional Amendment 
which would give rights to victims of crimes. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

the Eighth Amendment; 
g. Weigh merits of arguments for and 

against pretrial release; 
h. Define the terms bail and personal 

recognizance; 
i. Define the term preliminary hearing; 
j. Define purpose of a grand jury; 
k. Identify how steps differ following a 

guilty or not guilty plea at the felony 
arraignment; 

l. Define the terms: grand jury, indictment, 
and information; 

m. Describe types of pretrial motions the 
defense may file; 

n. Describe how Mapp v. Ohio affected 
rights of the accused in cases at the 
state level; 

o. Identify the “good faith” exception to the 
exclusionary rule and the reason for its 
existence; 

p. Weigh the merits of arguments for and 
against the exclusionary rule and 
judicial integrity and deference; 

q. Define the terms:  nolo contendere, 
pretrial motion, and motion to suppress 
evidence; 

r. Define the term plea bargaining and 
evaluate arguments for and against its 
use. 

 
2.8 The Criminal Justice Process:  The Trial 

a. Identify the relationship between the 
Sixth Amendment and the right to a jury 
trial; 

 Role play a telephone call between someone 
who just witnessed a crime and a police 
operator. 

 Writing prompt:  “Should a person’s intentions 
matter in deciding if he/she committed a 
crime?” 

 Students to read fact patterns and distinguish 
which actors are principals from those who are 
accomplices (after the fact and before the fact). 

 Discuss the facts which formed the basis of the 
1989 movie The Accused and the Drowning 
Child scenario in the context of evaluating Good 
Samaritan laws. 

 Students to write their own fact patterns in 
which actors would be guilty of the crime of 
attempt, conspiracy, solicitation, and misprision 
of felony. 

 Research the conspiracy behind the Oklahoma 
City Bombing. 

 Evaluate and discuss fact patterns which 
include scenarios of homicide, malice, first-
degree murder, felony murder, second-degree 
murder, voluntary manslaughter, involuntary 
manslaughter, negligent homicide, negligence, 
and assisted suicide. 

 Writing Prompts:  “Why do you think young 
people sometimes commit acts of vandalism?  
What, if anything, can be done to reduce 
vandalism?  Why do you think people shoplift?  
If you saw a stranger shoplifting at your favorite 
store, what would you do?” 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

b. State how jury panels are selected; 
c. State how the Supreme Court has ruled 

in cases in which attorneys attempted to 
exclude jurors because of their race; 

d. Define the term waive; 
e. List criteria that would be considered in 

deciding if a case should be dismissed 
because a trial was not speedy; 

f. Define the terms: subpoena, contempt 
of court, and immunity; 

g. Explain why being able to subpoena 
witnesses and the ability to confront 
witnesses are important to people 
accused of crimes; 

h. Explain the meaning and importance of 
the right against self-incrimination; 

i. Describe the meaning and importance 
of the right to counsel; 

j. State why the public defender system is 
controversial. 

 
2.9 The Criminal Justice Process:  Sentencing 

and Corrections 
a. List and explain options judges may 

exercise in determining a sentence; 
b. Describe factors that are weighed in 

sentencing decisions; 
c. Define the terms: suspended sentence, 

probation, home confinement, fine, 
restitution, work release, imprisonment, 
and pre-sentence report; 

d. Describe four theories regarding the 
purposes of punishment and the 
assumptions on which each theory is 

 Evaluate and discuss fact patterns which 
include actors who commit crimes acts like 
receiving stolen property, unauthorized use of a 
vehicle, and carjacking. 

 Discuss and evaluate the Bernhard Goetz story.  
Use the following discussion prompts:  1) If 
Goetz were tried for assault, what would he 
have to establish to prove self-defense?  2) 
Based on the fact given above, do you believe it 
was self-defense?  3) Should the teenagers be 
charged?  4) Should citizens be allowed to 
carry guns and use them in self-defense? 

 Discuss and evaluate fact patterns home 
invasion and reasonable use of force. 

 Writing Prompt:  “Should the insanity defense 
be kept as is, changed in some way, or 
abolished?  Explain your response.” 

 Design a poster illustrating the various steps 
and possible routes of the criminal justice 
process. 

 Draft and role play fact patterns that illustrate 
situations in which police have probable cause 
for arrest and situations in which there is no 
probable cause. 

 Debate the use of criminal profiles by the 
police. 

 Round table discussion on police’s use of force 
and police brutality. 

 Role play judges by evaluating fact patterns to 
determine the existence of probable cause for a 
search warrant and drafting search warrants. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

based; 
e. Explain why Congress passed the Truth 

in Sentencing Act and what the law 
requires; 

f. Summarize how views on capital 
punishment have evolved during 
American history; 

g. State how the Supreme Court rulings 
have influenced imposition of the death 
penalty; 

h. Compare the use of the death penalty in 
the U.S. to its use in other countries; 

i. Describe how due process applies to 
persons given death sentences; 

j. Define the terms: capital punishment, 
aggravating circumstances, and 
mitigating circumstances; 

k. Describe how views of prisoners’ rights 
have evolved; 

l. Identify reasons for prison 
overcrowding; 

m. Distinguish between jails and prisons. 

 Jig-saw court cases in which police had 
probable cause to search without a warrant. 

 Motion to Exclude Role Play & Jig-Saw:  Role 
play judges by evaluating fact patterns to 
determine whether police search violated the 
Fourth Amendment and determining which, if 
any, pieces of evidence are barred by the 
exclusionary rule.  Other students to role play 
attorneys for the defense and the state during a 
motion to exclude. 

 Discuss the scope and applicability of Fourth 
Amendment protections while in school. 

 Create a graphic organizer which lists situations 
in which bail should be given and other in which 
it should be denied. 

 Conduct a mock bail hearing. 

 Writing prompt: “Are you for or against the 
exclusionary rule.” 

 Conduct a mock argument during a pretrial 
motion to suppress evidence and mock plea 
bargain. 

 Writing prompt:  “Does the right to jury of 
his/her peers mean that African American 
defendants should have African Americans on 
the jury and young people should have youths 
on the jury?  Explain your response.” 

 Writing prompt:  “Do you think televising 
criminal trials is a good idea?  Why or why not.” 

 Class debate on allowing closed circuit 
television in child abuse, rape, or other violent 
crime cases. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CRIME, INTENT, DUE PROCESS 

Topic:  Criminal Law and Procedure 

Goal 2: The student will be able to understand the nature of crime, and the criminal 
process from investigation through sentencing. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 Create a poster which illustrates a judge’s 
sentencing options. 

 Use the U.S. Sentencing Commission’s 
Guideline to impose sentences on criminal act 
fact patterns. 

 Students to research death penalty and prepare 
arguments for a debate on the death penalty. 

 Use a number of fact patterns for a 4 Corners 
Activity (Strongly Agree with Death Penalty, 
Somewhat Agree with Death Penalty, Strongly 
Disagree with Death Penalty, and Somewhat 
Disagree with Death Penalty) 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

15 

Blocks 

3.1. Torts: A Civil Wrong 

a. Define tort, plaintiff, judgment, 
defendant, damages, liable, remedy, 
liability, and settlement; 

b. Describe the purpose of tort law; 

c. Analyze a series of situations in order to 
determine whether the actions of the 
persons involved are reasonable or 
unreasonable; 

d. Discuss how the nature of tort law has 
changed as technology and social 
values have changed; 

e. Describe how tort law was derived from 
common law; 

f. Distinguish among the three main 
categories of torts:  intentional, 
negligent, and strict liability; 

g. Explain the differences between the 
standard used to determine guilt in a 
criminal prosecution and the standard 
used to determine liability in a tort suit; 

h. Explain the term deep pockets;  

i. Describe the characteristics of class 
action suits; 

j. List and analyze the different ways that 
lawyers can charge clients for services 
required to pursue civil suits; 

k. Explain the purpose of liability 
insurance and its role in American life; 

l. Describe why doctors and other 

Essential Questions 

 

 What is the difference between 
criminal and civil law? 

 How does civil law help society to 
settle disputes fairly and efficiently? 

 How does tort law encourage others 
to act responsibly? 

 How does the negligence standard 
form the basis for tort law? 

 What kind of insurance (and how 
much) does someone need or 
should have? 

 How should manufacturers be 
responsible for injuries caused by 
their products?  

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it 
must be of equal or better quality and at the same 
or higher cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the form 
of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, oral 
reports, booklets, or other formats of measurement 
used by the teacher. 

 

 

Assessment Model: 

 Tort (intentional and unintentional) Case Mock 
Trial Activity  

 Part I:  Students will be assigned a role (judge, 
lawyer, witness, and jury member) 

o Lawyers will be each be given a 
specific item to prepare and later 
present during mock trial (jury voir dire, 
opening statement, direct examination, 
cross-examination, and closing). 

o Each witness and the judge will be 
given materials from which to prepare 
for mock trial. 

o Finally, students assigned to the jury 
will be given general information on the 
responsibilities of their post. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

professionals purchase malpractice 
insurance and why the premiums can 
be so costly; 

m. Describe how the workers’ 
compensation system operates. 

 

3.2. Intentional Torts 

a. Describe the three types of damages a 
plaintiff can recover in an intentional tort 
lawsuit; 

b. Define the terms: intentionally, 
compensatory damages, nominal 
damages, punitive damages, and legal 
defense; 

c. Given case scenarios, determine 
whether or not the tort of assault and/or 
battery occurred; 

d. Describe the appropriate defense for 
torts of mental distress and false 
imprisonment; 

e. Analyze cases to determine the validity 
of defamation claims; 

f. Define battery, assault, infliction of 
mental distress, false imprisonment, 
defamation, slander, libel, and malice; 

g. Explain the difference between real and 
personal property, and describe how 
tort law protects both; 

h. Analyze the amount of force that may 
be used to protect property and/or to 
protect an individual; 

 Part II:  Student will conduct the mock trial 
using a hypothetical intentional and 
unintentional tort case involving a personal 
injury. 

 A scoring rubric should be used for both the 
written and presentations portions of the 
activity. 

 (Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

Materials 

 Textbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition – Chapters 17 through 21 

 Teacher’s Manual: Street Law: A Course in 
Practical Law, 6

th
 edition-Teacher’s Manual 

 Workbook:  Everyday Law for Young Citizens: 
A Working Guide, Eric B. Lipson & Greta 
Barclay Lipson 

 Workbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition-Workbook 

 Workbook:  Vincent J. Apruzzese Mock Trial 
Competition 2004-2005 High School Workbook 
(New Jersey State Bar Association, 2004) 

 Street Law: A Course in Practical Law, 6
th
 

edition – Transparencies and Blackline Masters 

 Video:  A Civil Action 

 Video:  Class Action 

 Guest Speaker:  An attorney specializing in 
negligence and/or strict liability cases can make 
a visit to the class and discuss his/her area of 
expertise.  In preparation for the visit, students 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

i. Define the terms: real property, 
personal property, intellectual property, 
trespass, nuisance, injunction, attractive 
nuisance, conversion, intellectual 
property, patent, copyright, 
infringement, novel, monopoly, public 
domain, derivative works, first sale, fair 
use, consent, privilege, legal authority, 
self-defense, and defense of property; 

j. Identify various forms of intellectual 
property. 

 

3.3. Negligence 

a. Explain the process of standard of care; 

b. Define the terms: negligence, elements, 
duty, breach of duty, breached 
causation, damages and breaches; 

c. List the four elements that constitute 
negligence; 

d. Identify defenses in negligence cases; 

e. Identify the duty of care/breach of duty 
in a given situation 

f. Explain the reasonable person standard 
and its special applications for minors 
and experts; 

g. Apply the reasonable person standard 
to cases; 

h. Define the terms: cause in fact, 
proximate cause, and foreseeable; 

i. Analyze a situation in order to 
determine whether or not a given harm 

will develop scenarios to which they believe 
negligence and/or strict liability would apply, 
and then question the attorney upon completing 
his/her initial presentation. 

 Guest Speaker:  A doctor can speak on issues 
of malpractice insurance and jury awards. 

 Guest Speaker:  A representative from a 
consumer  protection agency may discuss 
manufacturers’ responsibilities, fraud, and 
issues of liability to the consumer. 

 Websites:  

o www.atlanet.org 

o www.rand.org  

o www.citizen.org/congress/civjus/home.
html  

 Video:  The Verdict 

 Video:  The Rainmaker 

 

Suggested Learning Activities: 

 For a set of factual scenarios, identify the 
plaintiff(s) and defendant(s) and determine 
whether the defendant should pay for plaintiff’s 
damages. 

 For a group of products (IPods, cigarettes, 
nuclear energy, X-rays, etc.) students will 
create a list of costs and a list of benefits.  Next, 
students will create hypothetical tort case that 
may arise from each product.  After tallying how 
the cases should be decided, students will 
determine whether the cost-benefit analysis 
played a part in their decision. 

http://www.atlanet.org/
http://www.rand.org/
http://www.citizen.org/congress/civjus/home.html
http://www.citizen.org/congress/civjus/home.html
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

was foreseeable; 

j. Explain what a plaintiff must prove to 
recover damages in a negligence 
action; 

k. Cite examples of losses for which 
courts allow plaintiffs to recover; 

l. Define the terms:  contributory 
negligence, comparative negligence, 
counterclaim, and assumption of the 
risk. 

 

3.4. Strict Liability 

a. Define the term strict liability and 
explain how it differs from negligence; 

b. Cite examples of situations and 
activities in which strict liability applies; 

c. Explain why applying the standards of 
strict liability to certain activities creates 
an incentive for careful and safe 
practices; 

d. Discuss possible defenses in a strict 
liability suit; 

e. Summarize how courts have decided 
liability for harm caused by untamed 
animals and household pets; 

f. Describe the relationship between pet-
owner negligence and liability; 

g. Describe the role of the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission in 
protecting consumers from defective 
products; 

 Students to research and participate in an 
informal policy debate on whether minors 
should be allowed to purchase tobacco 
products. 

 Examine a set of situations and determine 
whether a tort has occurred, and is so, whether 
it is an intentional wrong, negligence, or an 
activity for which strict liability should be 
imposed. 

 Identify situations in which plaintiffs may bring 
class action lawsuits.  Next, determine who the 
deep pockets would be in each situation and 
whether strict liability may apply. 

 Divide class into groups of four.  Students will 
role-play a mediation session (mediator, 
plaintiff, defendant, and recorder). 

 Students will research car insurance by 
contacting several insurance companies and 
getting quotes for a hypothetical vehicle.  
Students will also explore how insurance rates 
are affected by a driver’s history: accidents and 
traffic tickets. 

 Before reading about battery, students will 
develop their definitions for this legal term.  
Students will accomplish this by writing stories 
illustrating what they think battery is.  Read 
student work aloud in an attempt to reach a 
definition for the term.  Finally, share the actual 
definition of the term and compare with the one 
reached by the class. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

h. Define product liability and describe its 
relationship to strict liability; 

i. Describe defenses to strict liability 
cases; 

j. Describe the relationship between duty 
and breach and strict liability; 

k. Explain the relationship between 
causation and damages in strict liability 
cases. 

 

3.5. Torts and Public Policy 

a. Describe the relationship between 
public safety and tort law; 

b. Articulate reasons why tort law 
contributes to increases in cost of 
goods and services; 

c. Weigh costs and benefits in analyzing 
tort law; 

d. Devise a plan which improves safety in 
the school or community; 

e. Identify purposes of tort law; 

f. Evaluate criticisms of tort law in general 
and medical malpractice law in 
particular; 

g. Define the term tort reform; 

h. Provide examples of ways some states 
are implementing tort reform. 

 

 Analyze actual fact patterns of cases to 
determine whether an assault or battery took 
place.  Students will develop arguments 
illustrating both sides. 

 Students are to write a dialogue between two or 
more parties which illustrates an example of a 
situation in which a person should recover for 
infliction of mental distress. 

 Invite a police officer or a security guard to 
discuss what is considered reasonable 
detention of shoplifters.  An attorney with 
experience representing plaintiffs in these 
cases may also be invited. 

 Present students with a list of different types of 
people and have them determine who should 
be considered a “public figure” and why. 

 Students to read a number of fact patterns to 
determine whether a nuisance exists.  Students 
must be ready to defend their responses. 

 In groups, students will explore the daily 
newspaper, identify and tear out pictures or 
descriptions of intentional torts (pictures worth 2 
points, descriptions worth 1).  Or, students to 
view short take of a movie, such as Lethal 
Weapon, and identify all of the intentional tort 
examples.  Students will then report to the rest 
of the class.  Discuss whether there are any 
applicable legal defenses for each tort. 

 Analyze the school policy on plagiarism and 
draw a connection to intellectual property laws 
to spur discussion. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 Compare the song lyrics of two artists to 
determine whether copyright infringement is 
evident. 

 Review sections of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights to determine whether certain 
instances of fraternity hazing constitute 
violations. 

 Students to draw symbols representing or a 
cartoon illustrating the four elements of a 
negligence case. 

 Using the case of “The Spilled Coffee” case, 
students will discuss the pros and cons of the 
nation’s tort/negligence-based system. 

 Write a legal brief in defense of a bartender 
who is being sued for negligently serving 
intoxicated people who later got into an 
accident. 

 Prepare an opening statement for the plaintiff in 
a lawsuit alleging the negligent transmission of 
HIV.  Discuss the possibility of criminal 
prosecution. 

 Students to invent their own case scenarios in 
which there is a duty and breach.  The 
scenarios will then be role played in front of the 
class. 

 Create a cartoon strip illustrating the Great 
Chicago Fire using cells which differentiate 
between cause in fact and proximate cause. 

 Students to brainstorm examples of cases in 
which plaintiffs are entitled to collect damages 
and cases in which plaintiffs are barred from 
damages. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 Students will analyze a set of fact patterns 
involving possible negligence of the actors and 
determine which, if any, defenses to negligence 
exit. 

 Create a poster containing a series of visuals or 
cartoon strips which illustrate situations and 
activities in which strict liability applies. 

 Examine fact patterns and determine which, if 
any, may a plaintiff recover damages based on 
strict liability and why.  Students will also 
discuss the applicability of any defenses to 
possible strict liability claims. 

 Students to argue each side of a dog attack, 
possible strict liability case. 

 Using a list of possible cases, students are to 
individually research the history of a defective 
product case, including the nature of the defect, 
the recall/retrofit, litigation/appeals history, and 
outcome in the product’s particular industry. 

 Research and hold a Socratic Seminar upon 
recent cases involving strict/product liability 
claims brought against manufacturers of 
handguns. 

 Have students form teams representing the 
U.S. and English tort (attorney’s fees) systems 
and brainstorm arguments that would support 
use of their system.   The sides can have an 
informal debate.  Next, using the dialogue and 
follow questions in the Teacher’s Manual, 
students will further develop their rationales.  
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas: TORT, NEGLIGENCE, & STRICT LIABILITY 

Topic: Torts 

Goal 3: The student will be able to present reasons why a person can sue or be sued and 
outline the processes by which torts are adjudicated. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 Select a safety-related problem in the school 
(e.g., cigarette smoking, highway safety, etc.) 
and identify the following:  1) the problem and 
the goal; 2) key facts; 3) allies and opponents; 
4) step-by-step plan of action, including a 
timeline; and 5) the manner in which the media 
may be used. 

 After a hypothetical fact pattern involving the 
possible state need to revamp medical 
malpractice, students will write a legislative 
committee report which presents the pros and 
cons of the particular bill. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CONTRACT, WARRANTY & CREDIT 

Topic:   Consumer Law 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and apply basic concepts involving consumer 
law, including contracts, warranties and credit. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

5 

Blocks 

4.1. Contracts 

a. Define the terms:  caveat emptor, 
consumer, contract, and breach; 

b. Describe the general rights and 
responsibilities of consumers; 

c. Explain the general functions of 
consumer law; 

d. Describe the elements of a legally 
binding contract:  offer, acceptance, and 
consideration; 

e. Compare and contrast contractual 
obligations of adults and minors; 

f. Cite an example of when a minor may 
inadvertently ratify a contract; 

g. Define the terms:  consign and ratify; 

h. Compare and contrast written and oral 
contracts; 

i. Identify contracts which must be written 
if they are to be enforceable; 

j. Cite two reasons why written contracts 
are more desirable than oral contracts; 

k. Define the terms:  unconscionable and 
fraud; 

l. Describe characteristics of contracts 
that are considered unconscionable. 

4.2. Warranties 

a. Define the terms:  warranty, breach, 
express warranty, limited warranty, and 
puffing; 

b. Explain why warranties are important; 

Essential Questions 

 

 How does the law protect the rights 
of consumers? 

 How are contracts essential to the 
proper functioning of any market? 

 Why are warranties necessary in 
certain business transactions? 

 Why are credit scores important? 

 

 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it 
must be of equal or better quality and at the same 
or higher cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  

Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the form 
of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, oral 
reports, booklets, or other formats of measurement 
used by the teacher. 

Assessment Model: 

 Contract Dispute Case Mock Trial Activity  

 Part I:  Students will be assigned a role (judge, 
lawyer, witness, and jury member) 

o Lawyers will be each be given a 
specific item to prepare and later 
present during mock trial (jury voir dire, 
opening statement, direct examination, 
cross-examination, and closing). 

o Each witness and the judge will be 
given materials from which to prepare 
for mock trial. 

o Finally, students assigned to the jury 
will be given general information on the 
responsibilities of their post. 

 Part II:  Student will conduct the mock trial 
using a hypothetical contract law case involving 
a possible breach of contract 

 A scoring rubric should be used for both the 
written and presentations portions of the 
activity. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CONTRACT, WARRANTY & CREDIT 

Topic:   Consumer Law 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and apply basic concepts involving consumer 
law, including contracts, warranties and credit. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

c. Describe the characteristics of express 
warranties; 

d. Identify what creates an express 
warranty; 

e. List three requirements of the 
Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act; 

f. Distinguish between full and limited 
warranties; 

g. Distinguish among three types of 
implied warranties; 

h. Explain how consumers can seek 
remedies if they are harmed by 
products; 

i. Explain why consumers should carefully 
inspect cars and other products before 
making a purchase; 

j. Define the terms:  implied warranty, 
warranty of merchantability, warranty of 
fitness for a particular purpose, 
warranty of title, and disclaimer; 

k. Explain how sellers can disclaim the 
implied warranty of merchantability of 
an item for sale; 

l. Explain how sellers use disclaimers to 
limit consumers’ remedies. 

 

4.3. Credit 

a. Explain what it means to use credit; 

b. Describe the roles of creditors and 
debtors; 

c. Describe the costs of using credit to 

 (Application, Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

Materials 

 Textbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition – Chapters 22 through 24 

 Teacher’s Manual: Street Law: A Course in 
Practical Law, 6

th
 edition-Teacher’s Manual 

 Workbook:  Everyday Law for Young Citizens: 
A Working Guide, Eric B. Lipson & Greta 
Barclay Lipson 

 Workbook:  Street Law: A Course in Practical 
Law, 6

th
 edition-Workbook 

 Workbook:  Jury Trials in the Classroom, by 
Betty M. See (Dandy Lion Publications, 2001) 

 Street Law: A Course in Practical Law, 6
th
 

edition – Transparencies and Blackline Masters 

 Websites: 

o www.ftc.gov/ftc/consumer.htm   

o www.consumersunion.org  

o www.whitehouse.gov/WH/Services/con
sum.html 

o www.pueblo.gsa.gov 

o www.consumer.gov 

o www.usps.gov/websites/depart/inspect/
consmenu.htm  

 Video:  Buy Now, Pay Later 

 Video:  Citizen Stories: Democracy & 
Responsibilities 

 

http://www.ftc.gov/ftc/consumer.htm
http://www.consumersunion.org/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/Services/consum.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/Services/consum.html
http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/
http://www.consumer.gov/
http://www.usps.gov/websites/depart/inspect/consmenu.htm
http://www.usps.gov/websites/depart/inspect/consmenu.htm
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CONTRACT, WARRANTY & CREDIT 

Topic:   Consumer Law 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and apply basic concepts involving consumer 
law, including contracts, warranties and credit. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

make purchases; 

d. Distinguish among types of credit; 

e. Define the terms:  credit; creditors; 
debtors, finance charge, interest, 
unsecured credit, secured credit, 
collateral, and default; 

f. Explain the functions of credit cards to 
consumers and sellers; 

g. Describe how interest is calculated; 

h. Explain why consumers should be 
aware of the APR of their credit cards; 

i. Define the terms:  annual percentage 
rate (APR) and debit card; 

j. Describe the consequences of lenders 
who are guilty of usury; 

k. Describe what the Truth in Lending Act 
requires of creditors; 

l. Define the terms:  usury, variable 
interest rates, credit property insurance, 
credit life/disability insurance, service 
charge, loan sharking, balloon payment, 
acceleration clause, and bill 
consolidation; 

m. Describe how creditors evaluate 
borrowers to create credit reports; 

n. Identify rights the Equal Credit 
Opportunity Act and the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act guarantee to borrowers; 

o. Define bankruptcy and explain its 
consequences; 

p. Define the terms:  bankruptcy, 

Suggested Learning Activities: 

 Review a series of business-related fact 
patterns and determine which contain the three 
necessary elements for the formation of a 
legally-binding contract. 

 Have pairs of students identify six examples of 
offers, acceptances, and consideration that they 
encounter in their daily lives. 

 Students to bring in contracts that they or their 
parents have encountered, or warranty cards 
on products they or their families have 
purchased.  Students could also visit stores and 
request copies of installment sales contracts or 
of warranties for items in the store.  Students 
should decide: 

o If these legal documents are written in 
“plain English”; 

o If they should be written in “plain 
English” in order to be clearly 
understood by consumers; and 

o If any clauses or terms seem unfair 

 Students to read a fact pattern involving a minor 
who is required to have a cosigner before he is 
permitted to enter into a finance agreement.  
Next, students are to debate the fairness of the 
requirement. 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CONTRACT, WARRANTY & CREDIT 

Topic:   Consumer Law 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and apply basic concepts involving consumer 
law, including contracts, warranties and credit. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

repossess, default judgment, 
garnishment, and attachment. 

 

 

 Students to interview their parents or other 
adults to clarify how consumers are affected by 
contracts.  Sample interview questions may 
include: 

o Have you signed any contracts that are 
legally binding on you now?  (e.g., 
mortgages, car loans, leases, credit 
card agreements) 

o Have you ever known someone who 
was a victim of fraud?  What 
happened?  Was it resolved?  How? 

o Have you ever known someone who 
was a victim of an unfair contract?  
What happened?  Why was it unfair?  
Was it resolved?  How? 

 Students to brainstorm reasons why written 
contracts are more desirable than oral 
contracts. 

 Students to write fact patterns involving 
unconscionable or fraud-based contracts. 

 Students to read the facts surrounding the sale 
of the allegedly “haunted” house in Nyack, New 
York and determine whether fraud was 
involved.  Students will also determine whether 
the sales contract is enforceable and why or 
why not. 

 Students to read and evaluate a sample limited 
warranty and answer the following questions: 

o Who is making the warranty?  Who will 
make the repairs? What is covered? 

o How long is the warranty in effect? 
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Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  

Grade 12/Street Law 

Big Ideas:  CONTRACT, WARRANTY & CREDIT 

Topic:   Consumer Law 

Goal 4: The student will be able to explain and apply basic concepts involving consumer 
law, including contracts, warranties and credit. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 

Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 

Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

 Student to bring in advertisements or labels 
from merchandise and determine if express 
warranties are made.  Students will then mount 
the ads and labels to a poster which 
distinguishes those which create express 
warranties from those that do not (i.e., puffing, 
seller’s talk, etc.).  They might also evaluate the 
language of the warranty to decide if it is written 
in “plain English” and if any clauses or terms 
seem unfair. 

 Student are to read a number of fact patterns 
and determine which contain the creation of 
warranties and if so, which type. 

 Students are to formulate lists of products and 
services that they, their friends, or family 
members have bought on credit.  Next, 
students should explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of using credit to pay for some 
or all of these items. 

 Students are to devise non-verbal methods 
(cartoons, graphs, flowcharts or sketches) to 
illustrate loan sharking, balloon payments, 
acceleration clauses, and bill consolidation. 

 Discussion questions/Socratic Seminar topics: 

1. Is going into bankruptcy fair? 

2. Should a debtor be allowed to file 
bankruptcy and then only have to pay a 
small portion of the amount owed to 
creditors? 
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Street Law 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

1. Students shall acquire an understanding of the purposes of a legal system, and how society uses the law to reflect the 
values and needs of its citizens. 

 
2. Students will analyze the process by which laws are created, implemented and refined over time. 
 
3. Students will be able to identify the components of the court system and examine how they work in concert to produce 

justice. 
 
4. Students will examine the nature of criminal behavior.  They will examine current knowledge on the psychology, biology, 

and the sociology of crime.  Specific emphasis will be placed on the prison system, guns, gangs and drugs as major 
factors in criminal activity. 

 
5. Students will trace the process and procedures of the Jury Trial.  They will analyze the concepts involved in DUE 

PROCESS and how they are applied.  Focus will be placed on the maintenance of individual rights while finding justice for 
both the victim and the society at large. 

 
6. Students will examine the criminal justice system.  Focus will include aspects of punishment, incarceration, parole, etc. 
 
7. Students will examine the civil aspects of the law.  Focus will be on the principles of liability, negligence and the concept 

of torts. 
 
8. Students will analyze the principles governing contracts.  They will focus on the applications of contract theory in various 

aspects of their daily lives.  Emphasis will be placed on the issue of responsibility in a contract. 
 
9. Students will compare and contrast the freedoms in the Bill of Rights with the applications of the American legal process. 
 


