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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodates the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The United States History program is designed to ensure students of varying abilities an opportunity to master the content and skills of 
Social Studies, while understanding how it is impacted by and impacts other disciplines.  We must convey the vast range of events and 
achievements that make up contemporary life to our students.  Their ability to access the events and achievements of the past directly 
affects their ability to participate and function effectively in society. The course is structured to provide the student with a variety of 
engaging activities that will enable him/her to discover, understand and appreciate the history of the American people as a part of the 
overall human experience.  It is important that students use this understanding and appreciation to further their personal goals and, 
through active citizenship, become effective, active members of society and the global community. 
 
 
 

Educational Goals 
 

The United States History II course provides a continuation of the chronological survey of the major themes in United States History I.  
Topics and themes focus on primary and secondary source documents investigation, the discovery of the people and the events that 
have shaped our history, and how this legacy influences our society today.  The course examines such issues as the function, 
structure, and operation of the levels of government in the United States; the development of a multicultural society; the role of the 
family, religion, and other social and economic institutions in the development of our society; the impact of technology on our society; 
the positive impact of reforms which have improved the quality of life in the United States. The US II program also includes global 
issues and current events in order to provide the opportunity for students to analyze the relationship between the past and present, and 
aid students in the acquisition of a geographical understanding of the world in spatial terms. In this analysis students will study the 
influence of the news media in the development of history, and the impact of this media on the American lifestyle. The program offers a 
variety of teaching and learning strategies designed to enhance reading, writing, critical thinking skills and problem-solving skills.  It is 
designed to give students a panorama of American History.   
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
A note about Social Studies Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies were revised in 2004.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards for grades 9-12 and may be found in the Curriculum folder on 
the district servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm 
 
The New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education mandates that every board of education shall include instruction on the 
Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html 
 
 
The Amistad Bill (A1301), calls on “New Jersey schools to incorporate African-American history into their social studies curriculum.” 
Passed by the New Jersey legislature in 2002, “The Amistad Bill” created the Amistad Commission, a 22- member body charged with 
ensuring that the rich heritage and lessons of black America are fully represented and taught throughout the state’s classrooms.   
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/ 
 
The Assistant Deputy Secretary for Innovation and Improvement, Department of Education, announces that, pursuant to legislation 
passed by Congress, educational institutions receiving Federal funding are required to hold an educational program pertaining to the 
United States Constitution on September 17 of each year. 
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s6_ss.htm�
http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/about_us/mandate.html�
http://www.theamistadcommission.com/�
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.pdf�


 8 

United States History II 
Scope and Sequence 

Big Ideas: Government, People, Ideas & Beliefs, Geography, Economics, Connections 
Quarter I 

I. Politics of the Roaring Twenties (1919-1929) 
a. Government- 

b. 

Examine how the government reacted to the perceived threat 
of communism through the Palmer Raids and the quota system; Evaluate 
the effectiveness of the Washington Naval Conference and the Kellogg-
Briand Pact; Identify the corruption scandals from the Harding 
administration. 
People- 

c. 

Describe the conflict between labor and management after the war 
and how the public turned against strikers; Explain why so many people 
were upset about the Sacco and Vanzetti case. 
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Define the concepts of nativism, isolationism, and 
communism; Analyze Harding’s inaugural address where he promises a 
“return to normalcy”; Explain in what ways the country’s prosperity was 
superficial. 
Geography- 

e. 

Describe how the automobile changed the American landscape 
and identify the major stops along Route 66. 
Economics- 

f. 

Describe the relationship between the Fordney-McCumber 
Tariff and the Dawes Plan; Explain Calvin Coolidge’s quote “the chief 
business of American people is business…”; Identify the role mass 
advertising played on the American economy in the 1920s. 
Connections- 

II. The Jazz Age (1921-1929) 

Discuss the current issue of illegal immigration and devise 
solutions to the problem. 

a. Government- Identify the 18th

b. 

 amendment and describe the causes and 
effects of prohibition. 
People- 

c. 

Explain how the flapper embodied the changing attitudes of many 
young women in the 1920s; Examine how the various forms of media 
helped shape American culture in the 1920s; Identify the heroes and events 
that inspired Americans during the 1920s; Explain how African-American 
performers and musicians popularize black culture. 
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Analyze the difference between urban and rural 
lifestyles; Describe the class between science and religion through an 
investigation of the Scopes Trial; Examine how literature of the time 
expressed a class of values within society; Identify the ideals that were 
promoted by Harlem Renaissance writers.  
Geography- 

e. 

Outline the factors that prompted African-Americans to move to 
Northern cities.  
Economics- 

f. 

Compare, contrast, interpret and measure the various 
economic indicators between the time period of 1919-1929, such as the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and Gross National Product (GNP).  
Connections-  

III. The Great Depression (1929- 1932) 

Define intelligent design and debate teaching intelligent 
design in public schools through the analysis and discussion of the 
“Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District” case. (2005) 

a. Government- 

b. 

Explain the actions Hoover took to remedy the effects of the 
Great Depression, including the Reconstruction Finance Corporation and 
the Boulder Dam; Describe what happened to the Bonus Army and the 
damaging effects it had on President Hoover’s image. 
People- 

c. 

Examine the effects of the Great Depression in the cities, rural 
areas, and on the family; Analyze photography from the era. 
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Explain the difference between indirect and direct relief; 
Define “rugged individualism”.  
Geography- 

e. 

Locate the area affected by the Dust Bowl and trace the 
migration routes west. 
Economics- 

f. 

Summarize the critical problems that threatened the American 
economy in the late 1920s, including living on credit; Explain how the stock 
market crash caused the Great Depression; Describe how the Hawley-
Smoot Tariff decrease world trade; analyze the cycle of business/bank 
failures and unemployment. 
Connections- 

IV. Roosevelt and the New Deal (1933- 1939) 

Research current stocks on the Dow Jones and conduct a 
comparative analysis of common stocks traded prior to and in the aftermath 
of the Great Depression.  

a. Government- Define the New Deal and explain what Roosevelt 
accomplished during the “Hundred Days”; Examine the purpose and legacy 
of the “alphabet soup” agencies of the 1st and 2nd

b. 

 New Deal; Explain the 
“court packing bill”. 
People- 

c. 

Examine why Roosevelt’s fireside chats were significant; Analyze 
the liberal and conservative criticisms of the New Deal; Describe the efforts 
of Eleanor Roosevelt to reform society. 
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Define “relief, recovery, and reform”; Explain the policy of 
deficit spending; Describe the “imperial presidency” and the welfare state. 
Geography- 

e. 

Describe the Tennessee Valley Authority and the benefits it 
brought to the Tennessee Valley region; Locate the dams built; List the 
seven states the TVA served. 
Economics- 

f. 

Explain the government’s expanding role in the economy 
through the establishment of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
and the Securities and Exchange Commission. 
Connections- Examine the government programs that exist today to aid 
individuals and describe the controversy over the Social Security  program.  
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Quarter II 

V. World War Looms (1934- 1941) 
a. Government-  

b. 

Explore the type of government, leader, and major actions 
taken by Russia, Italy, Germany, Spain, and Japan; Examine the failures of 
the World War I settlement; Identify the Neutrality Acts; Explain the Atlantic 
Charter; Describe the early Axis actions and the Allied responses; Explain 
the Wansee Protocol. 
People- 

c. 

Describe those individuals targeted by the Holocaust; Explain the 
phases of Legal Persecution, Deportation, and the “Final Solution”; Discuss 
how  Holocaust survivors have been affected by their experiences; Examine 
the American reactions to the attack on Pearl Harbor and how it precipitated 
America’s entry into World War II.  
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Define a totalitarian government and genocide; Compare 
the governments of Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin; Describe the policy of 
appeasement and evaluate its effectiveness.  
Geography- 

e. 

 Identify on a map the German advances from 1938- 1941; 
Predict how Germany’s geographic location might have been a military 
disadvantage; Locate the areas of Japanese aggression on a map of the 
Pacific.  
Economics- 

f. 

Explain how the struggling German economy led to the rise of 
Nazism and the emergence of Adolf Hitler; Describe how the United States 
moved away from neutrality through the “cash and carry” policy and the 
Lend-Lease Act. 
Connections- 

VI. The United States in World War II (1941- 1945) 

Research the current genocide in DarFur, Sudan and devise 
a plan of action to end the conflict and aid the refugees.  

a. Government- 

b. 

Explain the major battles in the European and Pacific 
Theaters and their significance to the war; Analyze the strategy for the 
invasion of France and understand its importance; Identify the key military 
leaders for the United States, including General Eisenhower, General 
Patton, and General MacArthur; Explore the impact of the death of 
President Roosevelt; Describe the liberation of the death camps; Describe 
the developments of the Manhattan Project; Debate President Truman’s 
use of the atomic bomb on Japan; Explain the principle of “individual 
responsibility” established during the Nuremberg Trials; Outline the postwar 
goals made by the Allies at the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences; Account 
for the creation of the state of Israel.  
People- 

c. 

Describe the new opportunities for women in the military and at 
home in the labor force; Explain Executive Order 9066 and the process of 
Japanese-American internment; Examine the Supreme Court case 
“Korematsu v. United States”; Outline all the ways Americans contributed to 
the war effort; Explain how African Americans were treated at home and in 
the military and how this impacted the future of the Civil Rights Era. 
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Explore the Japanese samurai code which is evidenced 
by the kamikaze attacks and refusal to surrender at Iwo Jima. 
Geography- 

e. 

Plot the major operations in Europe and the Allied push 
towards Germany; Analyze a map of “D-Day” and identify the beaches 
stormed, paratrooper drop zones, and German tank divisions; Trace the 
island-hopping campaign of MacArthur and Nimitz in the Pacific. 
Economics- 

f. 

Explain the actions of the Federal government to control the 
economy, including the Office of Price Administration and rationing.  
Connections- 

VII. Cold War Conflicts (1945- 1960) 

Compare the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 
and the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, including the detention of 
Japanese-Americans and suspected terrorists. 

a. Government- 

b. 

Describe the purpose of the United Nations; Explain what 
caused suspicions between the United States and the Soviet Union during 
World War II; Explore the actions of the Soviet Union in Europe that were 
opposed by the United States and the American response; Explain how the 
Communists came to power in China and how the United States reacted; 
Summarize the events of the Korean War; Explore the conflict between 
President Truman and General MacArthur; Describe government efforts to 
investigate the loyalty of U.S. citizens; Examine the covert actions of the 
United States in the Middle East and Latin America; Explain the effect of the 
Soviet launch of Sputnik on the United States.  
People- 

VIII. The Postwar Boom (1945- 1960) 

Describe why Americans worried about the security of the United 
States; Examine the investigations of the Loyalty Review Board, House Un- 

a. Government- 

b. 

Explain what caused voters to elect a conservative 
Republican Congress in 1946; Describe the candidates, issues, and 
outcomes of the Election of 1948 and 1952. 
People- 

c. 

Explore how the GI Bill helped returning veterans; Discuss how the 
role of the suburban homemaker was portrayed in the media; Describe 
what television provided for the American people; Explain how the beat 
movement challenged conformity and how “rock n roll” challenged middle 
class values. 
Ideas and Beliefs- Examine the themes of 1950s culture, including social 
conformity, the baby boom, and consumerism.  

Geography- Describe how the interstate highway system changed the way 
Americans traveled and trace the growth of American suburbs after World 
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Quarter II 
Quarter II Continued: 
 

American Activities Committee, and Joseph McCarthy and why Americans 
allowed for the violation of civil liberties; Explain how Americans prepared 
for a nuclear attack.  

 
c. Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Compare the foreign policy of containment and 
brinkmanship; Describe limited war; Define McCarthyism and analyze 
cartoons that comment on the era.  
Geography- 

e. 

Locate the satellite nations and the “iron curtain” in Europe; 
Create a series of maps that shows the development of the Korean War 
over time, including the landings at Inchon and the entry of the Chinese; 
Explain why Greece and Turkey were in need of aid through the Truman 
Doctrine. 
Economics- 

f. 

Describe the purpose of the Marshall Plan and list the countries 
that received aid from the United States and hypothesize why the United 
States aided the countries of Western Europe and why Stalin refused that 
aid for the Soviet Union and the satellite nations.  
Connections- 

Quarter II Continued: 
 

War II. 
 
 
 

Discuss the United Nations efforts today and the criticism that 
the organization has received.  

d. Economics- 

e. 

Explain the economic challenges that American faced after the 
war and how the Cold War caused the economy to recover so rapidly; 
Examine Truman’s Fair Deal; Describe how advertisers sought to increase 
sales of consumer goods.  
Connections- Explore the type of movies that American studios make for 
the teenage market today; Compare how these movies differ from those of 
the 1950s. 
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Quarter III 

IX. The New Frontier and the Great Society (1961- 1968) 
a. Government- 

b. 

Identify the factors that contributed to Kennedy’s election of 
1960, including the first televised debates; Describe the Bay of Pigs 
invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis;  Explain the symbolic significance of 
the building of the Berlin Wall; Explore the ways Kennedy and Khrushchev 
eased tensions between their nations; discuss the proposals in Kennedy’s 
“New Frontier”; Examine the escalation of the space race; summarize the 
issues in the election of 1964; Evaluate the success of the Great Society; 
Identify the “rights of the accused” won under the Warren Court. 
People- 

c. 

Describe the Kennedy mystique; Discuss how the televised debate 
affects votes; Explain the purpose of the Peace Corps; Discuss the people’s 
reaction to Kennedy’s assassination, Analyze the campaign commercials 
for LBJ and Goldwater. 
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Define flexible response; Discuss the “war on poverty”; 
Examine the following quote, “…ask not what your country can do for you; 
ask what you can do for your country.” 
Geography- 

e. 

View maps of Cuban Missile Crisis and Berlin Wall; Locate the 
cities in range of Soviet missiles; Explain how the Berlin wall created a  
“surrealist cage in which those inside are free.” 
Economics- 

f. 

Define recession; Examine Kennedy’s proposals to boost the 
economy through deficit spending; Explain the Alliance for Progress 
program.  
Connections- 

X. The Civil Rights Movement (1954- 1968) 

Outline provisions for a Great Society-inspired program that 
would address a problem today.  

a. Government- 

b. 

Describe how the Plessy v. Ferguson case legalized 
segregation and Jim Crow Laws; Explain how Thurgood Marshall and the 
NAACP helped advance the cause of civil rights; Examine Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka and its significance; Explain the resistance to school 
desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas; Trace Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s 
civil rights activities beginning with the Montgomery bus boycott; Identify the 
goal of the Freedom Riders; State the motives of the 1963 March on 
Washington; Describe the tactics used by civil rights organizations to secure 
passage of the Voting Rights Act; Identify Malcolm X and the Black Power 
movement. 
People- 

c. 

Describe how young people responded to MLK’s leadership; 
Explain how television coverage of the Birmingham marchers affected 
legislation; Examine what happened in cities across America after MLK’s 
assassination.  
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Explain nonviolent resistance; Define defacto and dejure 
segregation; Explain how “black power” became the battle cry of militant 
civil rights activists.  
Geography- 

e. 

Analyze a map of school desegregation; Trace the route of the 
Freedom Riders. 
Economics- 

f. 

 Assess the economic disparity between individuals who 
resided in northern cities to those who resided in the south; Summarize the 
impact of greater economic opportunity with lesser economic opportunity.  
Connections- 

XI. The Vietnam War Years (1954-1975) 

Debate affirmative action; discuss why some critics claim that 
affirmative action is “reverse discrimination.” 

a. Government- 

b. 

Summarize Vietnam’s history as a French colony and its 
struggle for independence; Examine how the United States became 
involved in the Vietnam conflict; Describe the expansion of U.S. military 
involvement under President Johnson, including the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution; Describe the military tactics and weapons used by U.S. forces 
and the Vietcong; Describe the Tet offensive; Examine the issues and 
candidates of the 1968 presidential election; Explain the end of U.S. 
involvement  and the final outcome in Vietnam; Analyze the war’s legacy. 
People- 

 
 
 

Explain how TV broadcasts from Vietnam affected support for the 
war; Describe the draft policies that led to the Vietnam War becoming a 
working class war; Examine the reaction to the assassination of Robert 
Kennedy; Explain the violence that erupted on college campuses like Kent 
State; Discuss the reception Vietnam veterans received when they came 
home.  
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Quarter III 
Quarter III Continued: 
 
c. Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Describe the domino theory; Examine the battle for the 
“hearts and minds” of the South Vietnamese people; Explain how the 
Vietnam War was the first “living room war”; Define credibility gab; Examine 
the program of the New Left. 
Geography- 

e. 

Trace the route of the Ho Chi Minh Trail and evaluate its 
effectiveness during the Tet Offensive and as a North Vietnamese resupply 
route. 
Economics- 

f. 

Describe how the cost of the war affected the domestic 
programs of the Great Society.  
Connections- 

  

Compare the Vietnam War with the Iraq War of 2003; Discuss 
the causes of the conflict, escalation, the role of the media, and public 
opinion.   
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Quarter IV 

XII. The Politics of Protest (1960- 1980) 
a. Government- 

b. 

Summarize the efforts of Latinos, such as Cesar Chavez, to 
secure civil rights and respect for their cultural heritage; Explain the efforts 
of Native Americans to secure reforms in government policies; Describe 
some of the early gains and losses of the women’s movement, including the 
Equal Rights Amendment and Roe v. Wade; Explain the conservative 
response to the counterculture; Identify the key environmental issues of the 
1970s.  
People- 

c. 

Summarize the impact of the counterculture on art, fashion, music 
and attitudes. 
Ideas and Beliefs-

d. 

 Evaluate and determine the impact of the transition from 
conformity to culturally rebellion; Define feminism; Examine the emergence 
of the New Right and hippie culture. 
Geography- 

e. 

Analyze the defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment state by 
state.  
Economics- 

f. 
Describe the economic inequality between men and women. 

Connections- 

XIII.  The Age of Limits (1971- 1980) 

Research the environmental crisis of global warming and 
devise solutions to slow down the process.  

a. Government- 

b. 

Explain Nixon’s New Federalism plan; Examine the 
importance of Nixon’s visits to China and the Soviet Union, including the 
SALT I Treaty; Summarize the details of the Watergate burglary and 
describe how the scandal was uncovered; Examine Ford’s handling of the 
Mayaguez incident; Analyze the significance of Jimmy Carter’s election of 
1976; Describe the Iran hostage crisis.  
People- 

c. 

Describe how the Watergate scandal produced a deep 
disillusionment with the presidency; Analyze the growing realism of 
American television in the 1970s. 
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

Explain the philosophy of realpolitik and the policy of 
détente; Describe the “Imperial Presidency.” 
Geography- 

e. 

Locate the nations of OPEC; Explain how Israel’s location 
contributes to its conflicts.  
Economics- 

f. 

Describe the steps Nixon took to battle stagflation; Explain how 
Carter dealt with the energy crisis; Discuss the role the economy played in 
the presidential elections of 1972, 1976, 1980.  
Connections-

XIV. Resurgence of Conservatism (1980- 1992) 

 Research current instances were politicians have lied to their 
constituents; Discuss the impact it has on their political careers. 

a. Government-

b. 

 Examine how the Reagan and Bush appointees changed the 
direction of the Supreme Court; Compare the political gains and losses 
experienced by various groups during the Reagan and Bush 
administrations, including Latinos, Asian-Americans, gay men and lesbians 
and African- Americans; Identify Mikhail Gorbachev and the reforms 
initiated in Russia; Describe the demonstrations in China’s Tiananmen 
Square; Summarize the U.S. actions taken to influence affairs in Nicaragua, 
Panama and Grenada; Describe the events leading up to the Iran-Contra 
scandal; Analyze U.S. involvement in the Persian Gulf War. 
People- 

c. 

Identify Ronald Reagan and George Bush and explain Reagan’s 
appeal to the voters; List where Reagan’s support came from in the 1984 
election; Describe how “attack ads” influenced the election of 1988; 
Examine national concerns about education, drug use, health issues, and 
urban problems.  
Ideas and Beliefs- 

d. 

 Summarize the political, economic, and social gains 
achieved by women, how this affected the advancement of individual roles 
and rights of women; Identify the reasons for the resurgence of 
conservative values and list the major goals of the New Right and consider 
how the conservative backlash influenced the election of 1980.  
Geography- 

XV. Into a New Century (1992- present) 

Describe regional population shifts in America in recent 
decades; Analyze the tremendous population growth in the South and 
Southwest, or Sunbelt; Study the map of the Middle East and discuss 
Kuwait’s strategic importance. 

a. Government- 

b. 

Summarize the issues of the 1992 presidential campaign; 
Examine the acts of terrorism in the 1990s that shocked Americans, 
including the World Trade Center bombing of 1993, the Oklahoma City 
Bombing of 1995, and attacks on September 11, 2001; Describe the U.S. 
intervention in Kosovo, Explain what happened in 1994 that changed the 
balance of power in Washington; Describe the political events surrounding 
Clinton’s impeachment trial and its outcome; Analyze the events of the 2000 
election and the Supreme Court’s role; List the measures President Bush 
took to combat terrorism; Explore the causes of the war with Iraq.  
People-

c. 

 Examine how the Internet changed business, education, and 
communication in America; Identify the causes of urban flight; Analyze the 
impact of the aging of America. 
Ideas and Beliefs-

d. 

 Define the information superhighway and genetic 
engineering. 
Geography- 

e. 
Describe changing migration patterns and immigration policies.  

Economics- 

 
 
 
 

Explain how President Clinton balanced the budget; Describe 
how President Clinton reformed the welfare system; Define the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and identify the controversy; 
Explain increased competition for domestic and international markets.  
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Quarter IV 
Quarter IV

e. 

 Continued: 
 

Economics- 

f. 

Define supply-side economics; Describe the three parts of 
“Reaganomics”; Explain the actions Reagan took to cut back on 
government regulations.  
Connections- Research the current debate over domestic partnerships and 
interpret, compare, and contrast existing state legislation that supports civil 
unions.  

Quarter IV

f. 

 Continued: 
 

Connections- 

 

Research, explore and evaluate how advancements in 
technology, the impact of reality television, and social obsessions with 
celebrity status have influenced America in the new millenium; Conduct 
research and author editorialized student opinion on historically related 
themes and issues.  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Politics of the Roaring Twenties (1919-1929) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 1: The student will be able to trace the political and social changes after World War I 
and throughout the decade of the 1920s. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

 
5 

blocks 

1.1. Government- 
- Examine how the government reacted 

to the perceived threat of communism 
through the Palmer Raids and the 
quota system;  

(6.1;6.4.I.8) 

- Evaluate the effectiveness of the 
Washington Naval Conference and 
the Kellogg-Briand Pact; 

- Identify the corruption scandals from 
the Harding administration. 

1.2. People- 
- Describe the conflict between labor 

and management after the war and 
how the public turned against strikers;  

(6.1;6.4.I.8) 

- Explain why so many people were 
upset about the Sacco and Vanzetti 
case. 

1.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Define the concepts of nativism, 

isolationism, and communism;  

(6.1;6.4.I.8) 

- Analyze Harding’s inaugural address 
where he promises a “return to 
normalcy”;  

- Explain in what ways the country’s 
prosperity was superficial. 

1.4. Geography- 

- Describe how the automobile 
changed the American landscape and 
identify the major stops along Route 
66. 

(6.1;6.4.I.8; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

 
Understanding:   
A desire for normality after the war and a fear of 
communism and “foreigners” led to postwar isolationism. 
Americans today continue to debate political 
isolationism and immigration policy. In addition, 
consumer goods fueled the business boom of the 1920s 
as America’s standard of living soared. Business, 
technological, and social developments of the 1920s 
launched the era of modern consumerism. 
 
Essential Questions: 
• Assess to what degree Americans were justified in 

their fears of radicals and foreigners in the decade 
following World War I?  

 
• Why do Americans continue to have fears of 

radicals and foreigners today?  
 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models 
provided in this document are 
suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own 
model, it must be of equal or better 
quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, 
the assessment questions may be 
answered in the form of essays, 
quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, oral 
reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 

- In a small group configuration, 
students will imagine that they are 
employed by a major newspaper 
syndicate. Their employer has 
charged them with the task of 
researching then creating a 
booklet of newspaper front pages 
that covers a specific event or 
topic chronologically from start to 
event resolution. Any of the 
following themes are suitable: 

Assessment Model: 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Politics of the Roaring Twenties (1919-1929) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 1: The student will be able to trace the political and social changes after World War I 
and throughout the decade of the 1920s. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

1.5. Economics- 

- Describe the relationship between the 
Fordney-McCumber Tariff and the 
Dawes Plan;  

 (6.1;6.4.I.8;6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

- Explain Calvin Coolidge’s quote “the 
chief business of American people is 
business…”;  

- Identify the role mass advertising 
played on the American economy in 
the 1920s. 

1.6. Connections- 
- Discuss the current issue of illegal 

immigration and devise solutions to 
the problem. 

(6.1;6.2.D.4-5) 

 
 

o Sacco and Vanzetti 
o Labor Unrest 
o The Teapot Dome 

Scandal 
o The Presidency of Warren 

Harding 
o Impact of the Automobile 
o The Presidency of Calvin 

Coolidge 
 

- Each front page must contain: 
1. A headline that hooks the 

readers 
2. One student-authored article 

based on research 
3. An illustration with a caption. 

- Student groups will conduct 
research on one of the period-
specific themes listed above and 
will then create a booklet based on 
their empirical research and 
analysis.  

- Student groups will make a brief 
presentation that will provide a 
descriptive overview of their event 
and will determine and 
demonstrate how their event 
served as a catalyst for radical 
change and impact on historical 
events. (

 

Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Politics of the Roaring Twenties (1919-1929) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 1: The student will be able to trace the political and social changes after World War I 
and throughout the decade of the 1920s. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

- A scoring rubric should be used  

- Textbook: The Americans, 
Chapter 20 

Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources,The 
Americans, Unit 6, Chapter 20 

- Classzone.com  
- Reading: A Mitchell Palmer’s “The 

Case Against the Reds” 
- Reading: Emma Goldman on the 

Buford Deportation 
- Activity: “In The Matter of 

Thomas Truss”- America 
Responds to Terrorism: The 
Palmer “Red Raids”  

o http://www.crf-
usa.org/terror/PalmerRed
Raids.htm 

- Chart: Immigration to the United 
States, 1921- 1929 

- Political Cartoons: Red Scare 
Image Database 

o http://newman.baruch.cun
y.edu/digital/redscare/defa
ult.htm 

- Primary Document: President 
Harding’s Inaugural Address 

 
 
 
 

http://www.crf-usa.org/terror/PalmerRedRaids.htm�
http://www.crf-usa.org/terror/PalmerRedRaids.htm�
http://www.crf-usa.org/terror/PalmerRedRaids.htm�
http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/redscare/default.htm�
http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/redscare/default.htm�
http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/redscare/default.htm�
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Topic:  Politics of the Roaring Twenties (1919-1929) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 1: The student will be able to trace the political and social changes after World War I 
and throughout the decade of the 1920s. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

- Website: The 1920s Economy: A 
Statistical Portrait 

o http://bss.sfsu.edu/tygiel/H
ist427/texts/1920seconom
y.htm 

- Timeline: US Immigration Policy 
- Websites: Sacco and Vanzetti 

Case-  
o http://www.law.umkc.edu/f

aculty/projects/ftrials/Sacc
oV/SaccoV.htm 

o http://www.courttv.com/arc
hive/greatesttrials/sacco.v
anzetti/ 

- Map: Route 66 
 

- Read Harding’s Inaugural Address 
and discuss the idea of a “return to 
normalcy.” Debate the concept of 
“normalcy” through a role play 
scenario where a student 
assumes the role of President 
Harding and the class poses 
questions to determine how 
Harding plans to keep his promise 
of “returning normalcy.”  The 
questions and responses will be 
assessed in written form at the 
end of the unit to determine 
Harding’s degree of success. 

Suggested Learning Activities: 

- Create a diagram which shows the 

http://bss.sfsu.edu/tygiel/Hist427/texts/1920seconomy.htm�
http://bss.sfsu.edu/tygiel/Hist427/texts/1920seconomy.htm�
http://bss.sfsu.edu/tygiel/Hist427/texts/1920seconomy.htm�
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/SaccoV/SaccoV.htm�
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/SaccoV/SaccoV.htm�
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/SaccoV/SaccoV.htm�
http://www.courttv.com/archive/greatesttrials/sacco.vanzetti/�
http://www.courttv.com/archive/greatesttrials/sacco.vanzetti/�
http://www.courttv.com/archive/greatesttrials/sacco.vanzetti/�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Politics of the Roaring Twenties (1919-1929) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 1: The student will be able to trace the political and social changes after World War I 
and throughout the decade of the 1920s. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

cause of inflation after WW1, 
discuss how the economic 
conditions led to labor disputes. 
Propose a solution to the 
president to resolve the problems. 

 
- Assign students to represent the 

following groups: members of the 
Boston police force, the Boston 
police commissioner, Calvin 
Coolidge, John L. Lewis, coal 
mine owners, steel company 
owners, steel workers.  Prepare a 
statement to the press regarding 
Coolidge’s statement on the right 
to strike against public safety and 
direct students to support their 
position. 

- Write opening statements for the 
Sacco and Vanzetti case after 
examining the evidence to 
determine if the accused were 
guilty or victims of the Red Scare. 

- Analyze Red Scare political 
cartoons to discern the theme and 
interpret the implied message.  

- Write a 1920’s editorial article on 
the Red Scare, deportations, 
immigration restrictions, or 
isolationism. 

- Read “In the Matter of Thomas 
Truss.” Determine if he should 
have been deported as a result of 
the Palmer Raids. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Politics of the Roaring Twenties (1919-1929) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 1: The student will be able to trace the political and social changes after World War I 
and throughout the decade of the 1920s. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

- Draw and label a picture that 
depicts how the automobile 
changed the American landscape 
and explain urban sprawl  

 
- Create a visual summary of the 

signs of superficial prosperity and 
present and share the findings. 
Students will verbally explain and 
defend their work. 
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Topic:  The Jazz Age (1921-1929) 
 :  

Grade 11/ United States History II 
Goal 2: The student will be able to understand such issues as Prohibition, the changing role of 

women, and the influence of the Harlem Renaissance.  
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

6 
blocks 

2.1. Government- 
- Identify the 18

(6.1;6.4.I.8) 
th

2.2. 

 amendment and 
describe the causes and effects of 
prohibition. 

People- 
- Explain how the flapper embodied the 

changing attitudes of many young 
women in the 1920s;  

(6.1;6.4.I.8; 6.4.I.10) 

- Examine how the various forms of 
media helped shape American culture 
in the 1920s; 

- Identify the heroes and events that 
inspired Americans during the 1920s;  

- Explain how African-American 
performers and musicians popularize 
black culture. 

2.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Analyze the difference between urban 

and rural lifestyles; Describe the clash 
between science and religion through 
an investigation of the Scopes Trial;  

(6.1;6.4.I.8; 6.4.I.10) 

- Examine how literature of the time 
expressed a class of values within 
society;  

- Identify the ideals that were promoted 
by Harlem Renaissance writers. 

2.4. Geography- 

- Outline the factors that prompted 
African-Americans to move to 
Northern cities. 

(6.1;6.4.I.8; 6.4.I.10; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

 
Understanding:  
 Americans experienced cultural conflicts as customs 
and values changed in the 1920s. The way in which 
different groups react to change continues to cause 
conflict today. 
 
Essential Questions: 
 
• What are the differences between urban and rural 

lifestyles? 
 
• Why do young people’s attitudes toward life differ 

from those of the preceding generation?  
 
• What makes a hero? 

- The 1920s was one of the richest eras 
of literary history. Each student will 
imagine that they are either a “lost 
generation” or Harlem Renaissance 
author. 

Assessment Model: 

- The students are to research 1920s 
writers and then select one theme from 
the decade to write an original poem 
about: 

-  Possible Themes: 
o Urban vs. Rural Values 
o Role of Women 
o Popular Culture 
o Heroes 
o Disillusionment with materialism 
o African-Americans and 

discrimination 
- Each student will present their poem  

during a simulated poety café. The 
presentation segment will include 
reading the poem followed by an 
interpretative statement in which each 
student identifies and evaluates how 
and to what degree their theme 
impacted cultural conflict that promoted 
change

- A scoring rubric should be used 
. (Sythesis, Evaluation) 
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Topic:  The Jazz Age (1921-1929) 
 :  

Grade 11/ United States History II 
Goal 2: The student will be able to understand such issues as Prohibition, the changing role of 

women, and the influence of the Harlem Renaissance.  
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

2.5. Economics- 

- Compare, contrast, interpret and 
measure the various economic 
indicators between the time period of 
1919-1929, such as the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), and Gross 
National Product (GNP).  

(6.1;6.4.I.8; 
6.4.I.10;6.5.A.5-8; 6.5.B.4-6) 

2.6. Connections-  
- Define intelligent design and debate 

teaching intelligent design in public 
schools through the analysis and 
discussion of the “Kitzmiller v. Dover 
Area School District” case. (2005) 

(6.1;6.2.B.2) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 21 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 6, Chapter 21 

- Classzone.com  
- Video: A&E- Prohibition Era (3 Volume 

Series) 
- Primary Source: Langston Hughes 

Poetry 
o http://www.poemhunter.com/lan

gston-hughes/ 
- Website: 1920’s Slang 

o http://local.aaca.org/bntc/slang/s
lang.htm 

- Literature Selection: F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s “Bernice Bobs Her Hair” 

o http://www.sc.edu/fitzgerald/ber
nice/bernice.html 

- United Streaming: American History: 
From the Great War to the Great 
Depression  

o Prohibition and the American 
Gangster (26: 56) 

- Website: St. Valentine’s Day Massacre- 
True Crime Story 

o http://www.mysterynet.com/vda
ymassacre/ 

- Video: Inherit the Wind (Clip), (1960) 
- Reading: Intelligent Design Article 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9444600/print/1/di
splaymode/1098 

http://www.poemhunter.com/langston-hughes/�
http://www.poemhunter.com/langston-hughes/�
http://local.aaca.org/bntc/slang/slang.htm�
http://local.aaca.org/bntc/slang/slang.htm�
http://www.sc.edu/fitzgerald/bernice/bernice.html�
http://www.sc.edu/fitzgerald/bernice/bernice.html�
http://www.mysterynet.com/vdaymassacre/�
http://www.mysterynet.com/vdaymassacre/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9444600/print/1/displaymode/1098�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/9444600/print/1/displaymode/1098�
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Topic:  The Jazz Age (1921-1929) 
 :  

Grade 11/ United States History II 
Goal 2: The student will be able to understand such issues as Prohibition, the changing role of 

women, and the influence of the Harlem Renaissance.  
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
- Reading: Intelligent Design Background 

o http://www.pbs.org/newshour/ex
tra/teachers/lessonplans/scienc
e/id_background.pdf 

 
 

- Translate 1920s slang and discuss what 
it reveals about 1920s culture. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Listen to jazz tracks from Duke 
Ellington, Louis Armstrong, and Bessie 
Smith. 

- Learn how to dance the “Charleston.” 
- View Prohibition Era Video or United 

Streaming Segment. 
- Conduct a “CSI” on the “St. Valentines 

Day Massacre.” 
- Read and interpret Langston Hughes 

poetry and identify the themes of his 
writings. 

- View Clip from Inherit the Wind to 
understand the debate between science 
and religion. 

- Read background and article on 
Intelligent Design and have a guided 
discussion on pro and con arguments of 
the “Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School 
District” case. (2005) 

 
 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/science/id_background.pdf�
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/science/id_background.pdf�
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/science/id_background.pdf�
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Topic:  The Great Depression (1929-1932) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 3: The student will be able to understand the causes and consequences of the Great 
Depression and the futility of Hoover’s actions to limit the damage. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 
blocks 

3.1. Government- 
- Explain the actions Hoover took to 

remedy the effects of the Great 
Depression, including the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
and the Boulder Dam;  

(6.1;6.4.J.1-2) 

- Describe what happened to the 
Bonus Army and the damaging 
effects it had on President Hoover’s 
image. 

3.2. People- 
- Examine the effects of the Great 

Depression in the cities, rural areas, 
and on the family;  

(6.1;6.4.J.1-2) 

- Analyze photography from the era. 
3.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 

- Explain the difference between 
indirect and direct relief;  

(6.1;6.4.J.1-2) 

- Define “rugged individualism.” 
3.4. Geography- 

- Locate the area affected by the Dust 
Bowl and trace the migration routes 
west. 

(6.1;6.4.J.1-2; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

3.5. Economics-  

- Summarize the critical problems that 
threatened the American economy in 
the late 1920s, including living on 
credit;  

(6.1;6.4.J.1-2;6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

- Explain how the stock market crash 
caused the Great Depression;  

 
Understanding:  
As the prosperity of the 1920s ended, severe economic 
problems gripped the nation. The Great Depression has 
had lasting effects on how Americans view themselves 
and the government’s responsibility in the health and 
wealth of the people. 
 
Essential Questions: 
• How important is public confidence to the health of 

the economy? 
 
• How is what happens to men during a crisis different 

from what happens to women? Children? 
 
• What is the responsibility of government to help 

people in need? 
 
 
 
 

- Part I: Write an essay on the following 
topic: 

Assessment Model: 

o Explain how the economy went 
from apparent prosperity to a 
severe depression between 
1929 and 1932. Describe who 
and what was affected. 
Evaluate President Hoover’s 
success or failure in dealing 
with the Great Depression. 

- Essay must be at least 5 paragraphs in 
length, spelling and grammar will be 
assessed 

- Essay must contain at least 3 primary 
source quotes 

- Part II: In a small group configuration 
students will write and perform skits on 
the following topics: 

o Causes of the Great 
Depression 

o Bank and Business Failures 
o Effects in Cities 
o Effects in Rural Areas 
o Psychological Effects 
o Hoover’s Philosophy 
o Attack on Bonus Army 

- The student will use the research used 
for the essay to write the scripts. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis) 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Great Depression (1929-1932) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 3: The student will be able to understand the causes and consequences of the Great 
Depression and the futility of Hoover’s actions to limit the damage. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Describe how the Hawley-Smoot 
Tariff decreased world trade;  

- Analyze the cycle of business/bank 
failures and unemployment. 

3.6. Connections- 
- Research current stocks on the Dow 

Jones and conduct a comparative 
analysis of common stocks traded 
prior to and in the aftermath of the 
Great Depression. 

(6.1;6.5.B.1) 

 

  

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 22 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 6, Chapter 22 

- Classzone.com  
- Graphs: Depression Indicators (Bank 

failures, business failures, 
unemployment, income and spending) 

- Map:  “Unemployment and Major 
Migration Routes from 1934” 

- Photographs: Great Depression  
o http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/f

sowhome.html 
o http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/

farminginthe30s/water_14.html 
- Readings: “Tales from the Rails”-  

Personal histories of “Hoover Tourists” 
o http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/

rails/sfeature/tales.html 
- Websites: Dow Jones: Today’s Market  

o http://money.cnn.com/data/mar
kets/dow/ 

- Video: Cinderella Man (Clip), (2005) 
- United Streaming: Herbert Hoover 

(6:50) 
o Discovering History: 20th-

Century Biographies: American 
Presidents II 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html�
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html�
http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/water_14.html�
http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/water_14.html�
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/sfeature/tales.html�
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/sfeature/tales.html�
http://money.cnn.com/data/markets/dow/�
http://money.cnn.com/data/markets/dow/�
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/search/assetDetail.cfm?guidAssetID=9a9f85ac-6962-4006-a3bf-962dd1f4b28e�
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/search/assetDetail.cfm?guidAssetID=9a9f85ac-6962-4006-a3bf-962dd1f4b28e�
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/search/assetDetail.cfm?guidAssetID=9a9f85ac-6962-4006-a3bf-962dd1f4b28e�
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Topic:  The Great Depression (1929-1932) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 3: The student will be able to understand the causes and consequences of the Great 
Depression and the futility of Hoover’s actions to limit the damage. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 

- Create a graph that demonstrates the 
rise and decline of the stock market 
over the current week to understand 
how stock values change over time and 
how stock owners react to the changing 
stock values. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Examine the lyrics of the song, “Brother, 
Can you Spare a Dime?” Create original 
song/rap about hardships of Great 
Depression.  

- Analyze the cycle of business/bank 
failures and unemployment and write a 
dialogue between a small business 
owner, bank teller, and worker 
experiencing the effects of this cycle.  

- Study the political cartoon, “A Wise 
Economist Asks a Question” and 
decipher the cartoonists’ message. 

- Read letters from “Tales from the Rails” 
and recreate the scenes in a skit.  

- Read passages from The Grapes of 
Wrath to gain understanding of one 
family’s experience during the Great 
Depression and compare the family to 
people in depressive economic 
conditions today. 

- Create a venn diagram depicting the 
hardships suffered in the rural areas, 
urban areas, and those shared.  

- Examine a map of the “Unemployment 
and Major Migration Routes from 1934.” 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Great Depression (1929-1932) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 3: The student will be able to understand the causes and consequences of the Great 
Depression and the futility of Hoover’s actions to limit the damage. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 

 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
- View photographs from the Great 

Depression, specifically Dorothea 
Lange’s “Migrant Mother.” In groups, 
create a story or thematic essay  to 
accompany each photo.  

- View Clip from film Cinderella Man to 
demonstrate the effects on a family 
living in the suburbs of New Jersey. 

- Create a diagram for Trickle-Down 
Economics to understand the theory 
behind the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation and evaluate the degree of 
its success. 

- Write several letters to the editor 
expressing more than one point of view 
about the Bonus Army’s march on 
Washington in 1932. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Roosevelt and the New Deal (1933-1939) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 4: The student will be able to understand the impetus for FDR’s New Deal legislations and 
the impact of these policies on the American nation.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 
blocks 

4.1. Government- 
- Define the New Deal and explain 

what Roosevelt accomplished during 
the “Hundred Days”;  

(6.1;6.2.A.1;6.4.J.2-4) 

- Examine the purpose and legacy of 
the “alphabet soup” agencies of the 
1st and 2nd

- Explain the “court packing bill”. 
 New Deal;  

4.2. People-  
- Examine why Roosevelt’s fireside 

chats were significant;  

(6.1;6.4.J.2-4) 

- Analyze the liberal and conservative 
criticisms of the New Deal; Describe 
the efforts of Eleanor Roosevelt to 
reform society. 

4.3. Ideas and Beliefs-  
- Define “relief, recovery, and reform”;  

(6.1;6.4.J.2-4) 

- Explain the policy of deficit spending;  
- Describe the “imperial presidency” 

and the welfare state. 
4.4. Geography-  

- Describe the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and the benefits it brought to 
the Tennessee Valley region;  

(6.1; 6.4.J.2-4; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

- Locate the dams built by the TVA;  
- List the seven states the TVA served. 

 
 

 
Understanding:  
After becoming president, Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
used government programs to combat the Depression. 
Americans still benefit from programs begun in the New 
Deal, such as bank and stock market regulations and 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. From this era, today 
Americans still debate how large a role government 
should play in American life.   
 
Essential Questions: 
• Should the government be involved in ensuring that 

people have opportunities for employment? Defend 
your answer.  

 
• What is the legacy of the welfare state? 
 
• Was the New Deal anti-business and anti-free 

enterprise? 
 
 
 
 
 

- Conduct a New Deal Trial on the 
following charges: 

Assessment Model: 

o The New Deal gave false hope 
to millions during the Great 
Depression 

o It made the United States a 
poorer nation 

o It created a dictatorship for 
President Roosevelt and 
granted him excessive power 

- Students will be assigned the roles of 
attorney, witness, or jury 

- Witnesses for the Prosecution: 
o Herbert Hoover 
o Businessman 
o Charles Evan Hughes 
o Alfred Landon 

- Witnesses for the Defense: 
o Franklin D. Roosevelt 
o CCC Youth 
o Tennessee Farmer 
o Middle-Aged Woman aided by 

New Deal programs 
- Evaluate to what degree the federal 

government has the responsibility to the 
overall welfare and economic health of 
the nation. (Comprehension, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Roosevelt and the New Deal (1933-1939) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 4: The student will be able to understand the impetus for FDR’s New Deal legislations and 
the impact of these policies on the American nation.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

4.5. Economics-  

- Explain the government’s expanding 
role in the economy through the 
establishment of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation and the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

(6.1;6.4.J.2-
4;6.5.A.1;6.5.A.5-8; 6.5.B.4-6) 

4.6. Connections- 
- Examine the government programs 

that exist today to aid individuals 

(6.1;6.4.J.4) 

- Describe the controversy over the 
Social Security program. 

 
 

- A scoring rubric should be used 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 23 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 6, Chapter 23 

- Classzone.com  
- Primary Document: FDR’s First 

Fireside Chat, “The Banking Crisis” 
- Map: Tennesee Valley Authority 
- Chart: New Deal Agencies 
- Graph: Federal Deficit and 

Unemployment, 1933-1945 
- Political Cartoons: New Deal  

o http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA0
2/volpe/newdeal/cartoons.html 

- Webhunt: Roosevelt: 
o http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/p

ages/huntroosevelja.html 
- Biography: Huey Long 

 

- Complete Roosevelt Webhunt and 
create historical head that identifies the 
major characteristics of FDR’s life and 
presidency. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Create an illustrated time line of the first 
100 days. Select one agency and 
create a classfied ad or advertisement 
on the program it created. 

- Read FDR’s first fireside chat on “The 
Banking Crisis” and identify the tone 

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/newdeal/cartoons.html�
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA02/volpe/newdeal/cartoons.html�
http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/huntroosevelja.html�
http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/huntroosevelja.html�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Roosevelt and the New Deal (1933-1939) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 4: The student will be able to understand the impetus for FDR’s New Deal legislations and 
the impact of these policies on the American nation.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

and style used.  
- Complete a chart that identifies each 

New Deal program, the problem that 
the program tried to solve, how it 
attempted to solve it, and evaluate its 
degree of success. 

- Classify each New Deal program as 
“relief,” “recovery,” or “reform.” 

- Write a fireside chat for broadcast on 
the radio explaining one of the New 
Deal programs. 

- Write an attack on the New Deal for 
broadcast on the radio as one of the 
New Deal critics. (Huey Long, Father 
Coughlin) 

- Analyze the following quote, “The only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 
Produce examples to support this 
statement. 

- Analyze the following cartoons and 
determine the various viewpoints of the 
FDR and the New Deal. 

o “What a Man!” 
o “Step by Step” 
o “He Just Ain’t Fast Enough” 
o “His First Job”  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  World War Looms (1934-1941) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 5: The student will be able to trace the rise of dictators, the beginnings of war, and the 
American response in the 1930s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 
blocks 

5.1. Government-  
- Explore the type of government, 

leader, and major actions taken by 
Russia, Italy, Germany, Spain, and 
Japan;  

(6.1;6.2.E.1-2;6.4.J.5-7) 

- Examine the failures of the World War 
I settlement; 

- Identify the Neutrality Acts;  
- Explain the Atlantic Charter; 
- Describe the early Axis actions and 

the Allied responses; 
- Explain the Wannsee Protocol.  

5.2. People- 
- Describe those individuals targeted by 

the Holocaust;  

(6.1;6.4.J.5-7) 

- Explain the phases of Legal 
Persecution, Deportation, and the 
“Final Solution”;  

- Discuss how  Holocaust survivors 
have been affected by their 
experiences;  

- Examine the American reactions to 
the attack on Pearl Harbor and how it 
precipitated America’s entry into 
World War II. 

5.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Define a totalitarian government and 

genocide;  

(6.1;6.4.J.5-7) 

- Compare the governments of 
Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin;  

 
Understanding:  
The rise of rulers with total power in Europe and Asia 
led to World War II. Dictators of the 1930s and 1940s 
changed the course of history, making world leaders 
especially watchful for the actions of dictators today.   
 
Essential Questions: 
• What are the tactics used by totalitarian 

governments to consolidate power? 
 
• Why is appeasement considered to be a shameful 

policy? 
 
• How can neutral countries participate in the affairs 

of warring countries? 
 
• What are the stages of the Holocaust and how was 

the Nazi system of systematic genocide so 
effective? 

 
 

 
 

- Part I: Create an Illustrated timeline, 
1935-1941 

Assessment Model: 

- Include the Axis Action above the 
timeline and the Allied (US) Response 
below 

- For example:  
o Axis Action: Annexation of 

Austria and Sudetenland 
o Allied Response: Munich 

Conference 
o Axis Action: Battle of Britain 
o U.S. Response: Lend Lease 

Act 
- Students will list 12 Axis Actions and 12 

Allied Responses 
- Timelines will include 12 illustrations (6 

above, 6 below) 
- Part II: Students will select one event 

that was pivotal in the origins of World 
War II and students will write a new 
outcome for the event, describing how 
history could have been altered if the 
policy of appeasement was not used 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
(Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 24 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 7, Chapter 24 



 32 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  World War Looms (1934-1941) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 5: The student will be able to trace the rise of dictators, the beginnings of war, and the 
American response in the 1930s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Describe the policy of appeasement 
and evaluate its effectiveness. 

5.4. Geography- 

- Identify on a map the German 
advances from 1938- 1941;  

 (6.1;6.4.J.5-7; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

- Predict how Germany’s geographic 
location might have been a military 
disadvantage; 

- Locate the areas of Japanese 
aggression on a map of the Pacific. 

5.5. Economics- 

- Explain how the struggling German 
economy led to the rise of Nazism 
and the emergence of Adolf Hitler;  

(6.1;6.4.J.5-7;6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

- Describe how the United States 
moved away from neutrality through 
the “cash and carry” policy and the 
Lend-Lease Act. 

5.6. Connections- (
- Research the current genocide in 

DarFur, Sudan and devise a plan of 
action to end the conflict and aid the 
refugees.  

6.1;6.2.E.15) 

 
 

- Classzone.com  
- Map: German advances 1938-1941 
- Political Cartoons: Dr Seuss Went to 

War 
o http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccol

l/dspolitic/ 
- Reading: Women and the Holocaust: 

Personal Reflections 
o http://www.theverylongview.co

m/WATH/ 
- Video: Band of Brothers, “Why we 

Fight” (Episode 9), (2001) 
- Primary Document: The Opinion of an 

Isolationist, Charles Lindbergh, April 
1941 

- Primary Document: “Four Freedoms” 
Speech, Jan. 6, 1941 

- Political Cartoon: “Path of 
Appeasement” 

- Audio: “Day of Infamy” Speech, Dec. 8, 
1941 

- Reading/Maps: Attack on Pearl Harbor 
o http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/TwHP/

wwwlps/lessons/18arizona/18fa
cts1.htm 

- Song: “Remember Pearl Harbor,” 

 
 
 
 

The 
War Years 

http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/�
http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/�
http://www.theverylongview.com/WATH/�
http://www.theverylongview.com/WATH/�
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/TwHP/wwwlps/lessons/18arizona/18facts1.htm�
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/TwHP/wwwlps/lessons/18arizona/18facts1.htm�
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/TwHP/wwwlps/lessons/18arizona/18facts1.htm�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  World War Looms (1934-1941) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 5: The student will be able to trace the rise of dictators, the beginnings of war, and the 
American response in the 1930s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Complete Rise of Dictators Chart in 
order to compare the totalitarian 
governments of Russia, Germany, Italy 
and Japan and discuss the similar traits.  

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Analyze Dr. Seuss political cartoons to 
decipher the cartoonists’ message. 

- Draw a political cartoon for or against 
the United States entry into WWII. 

- Write a dialogue between an isolationist 
and someone who feels that we must 
get involved in the war. 

- Imagine you are President Roosevelt. 
Make a radio speech for the American 
people explaining why you support the 
Lend-Lease Bill. 

- Design a Holocaust Memorial and write 
a dedication speech. 

- Write a journal as a Holocaust liberator 
- Create a newspaper front page on the 

attack of Pearl Harbor. 
- Listen to the song, “Remember Pearl 

Harbor” and explain the purpose. 
- Listen to the “Day of Infamy Speech” 

and write responses to the speech as a 
draft age male, a WWI veteran, a 
newlywed female, and a Japanese-
American. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The United States in World War II (1941-1945) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand the military campaigns, political decisions, and 
efforts on the home front that won World War II.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

8 
blocks 

6.1. Government- 
- Explain the major battles in the 

European and Pacific Theaters and 
their significance to the war;  

(6.1;6.2.E.1-2;6.4.J.5-7) 

- Analyze the strategy for the invasion 
of France and understand the 
importance of this event;  

- Identify the key military leaders for the 
United States, including General 
Eisenhower, General Patton, and 
General MacArthur;  

- Explore the impact of the death of 
President Roosevelt.  

- Describe the liberation of the death 
camps;  

- Describe the developments of the 
Manhattan Project; 

- Debate President Truman’s use of the 
atomic bomb on Japan;  

- Explain the principle of “individual 
responsibility” established during the 
Nuremberg Trials;  

- Outline the postwar goals made by 
the Allies at the Yalta and Potsdam 
Conferences; 

- Account for the creation of the State 
of Israel.  

6.2. People- 
- Describe the new opportunities for 

women in the military and at home in 
the labor force;  

(6.1;6.4.J.5-7) 

 

 
Understanding:  
Allied forces, led by the United States and Great Britain, 
battled Axis powers for control of Europe and North 
Africa. During World War II, the United States assumed 
a leading role in world affairs that continue today. 
 
Essential Questions: 
• To what extent should World War II be considered 

the “good war?” 
 
• What sacrifices would you and your family be willing 

to make in times of war? 
 
• Is it legitimate to hold people accountable for crimes 

committed during wartime or should they be given 
asylum after the war ends? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

- D-Day Talk Show 
Assessment Model: 

o http://www.nationalww2museu
m.org/pdf/edu_lp_Talkshow.pdf 

o Hold a Talk Show about the 
preparations leading up to D-
Day and the outcomes 

- Students will be guests, audience 
members, and commercial participants. 

- Guests will research and prepare a 
character worksheet. 

- Audience members will prepare 
questions for each guest. 

- Commerical participants will create two-
minute advertisements for war effort 
activities that demonstrates total war. 

- Segment One: On the Eve of D-Day 
Format: 

- Commercial Break: Homefront Ads 
- Segment Two- The Day after D-Day 
- Invited Guests: 

o Roosevelt 
o Eisenhower 
o Rommel 
o Rosie the Riveter 
o Andrew Higgins 
o U.S. GI 
o French Resistance Spy 
o Churchill 
o German on the Atlantic Wall 

http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Talkshow.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Talkshow.pdf�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The United States in World War II (1941-1945) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand the military campaigns, political decisions, and 
efforts on the home front that won World War II.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Explain Executive Order 9066 and the 
process of Japanese-American 
internment; 

- Examine the Supreme Court case 
“Korematsu v. United States”; 

- Outline all the ways Americans 
contributed to the war effort;  

- Explain how African Americans were 
treated at home and in the military 
and how this impacted the future of 
the Civil Rights Era. 

6.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Explore the Japanese samurai code 

which is evidenced by the kamikaze 
attacks and refusal to surrender at 
Iwo Jima. 

(6.1;6.4.J.5-7) 

6.4. Geography- 

- Plot the major operations in Europe 
and the Allied push towards 
Germany;  

(6.1;6.4.J.5-7; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

- Analyze a map of “D-Day” and identify 
the beaches stormed, paratrooper 
drop zones, and German tank 
divisions;  

- Trace the island-hopping campaign of 
MacArthur and Nimitz in the Pacific. 

 
 
 
 

- At the conclusion of the D-Day talk 
show, analyze and predict 
1. What if the D-Day preparations 

failed? 
2. What if the Atlantic Wall was not 

penetrated? 
3. What if the Allies had to plan for 

another invasion of France? 
- A scoring rubric should be used 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 25 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 7, Chapter 25 

- Classzone.com  
- 
- Video: “Unfinished Business: The 

Japanese Internment Cases” (1984) 

Japanese Internment- 

- Primary Document: Executive Order 
9066 

- Website: Korematsu v. U.S.- 
Background and Activities 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/
korematsu/home.html 

- 
- Primary Document: “What Can I Do?”, 

issued by The Office of Civilian 
Defense, 1942 (classzone.com) 

Homefront- 

- Primary Document: “Loose Lips Sink 
Ships” 

http://www.landmarkcases.org/korematsu/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/korematsu/home.html�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The United States in World War II (1941-1945) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand the military campaigns, political decisions, and 
efforts on the home front that won World War II.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

6.5. Economics- 

- Explain the actions of the Federal 
government to control the economy, 
including the Office of Price 
Administration and rationing. 

(6.1;6.4.J.5-7; 6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

6.6. Connections- (
- Compare the attack on Pearl Harbor 

on December 7, 1941 and the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001, 
including the detention of Japanese-
Americans and suspected terrorists. 

6.1;6.2.E.1-2) 

 

- Video: Frank Capra’s, Prelude to War 
(1943) 

- Primary Sources: Home front 
Propaganda 

o http://www.archives.gov/exhibit
s/powers_of_persuasion/power
s_of_persuasion_home.html 

o http://www.library.northwestern.
edu/govinfo/collections/wwii-
posters/ 

- 
- Map: D-Day Map 

War in Europe/D-Day 

o http://www.nationalww2museu
m.org/pdf/edu_lp_Map.pdf 

- Photography: Reading D-Day 
Photographs 

o http://www.nationalww2museu
m.org/pdf/edu_lp_Photograph.p
df 

- Primary Document: Eisenhower 
Speaks, D-Day Orders 

o http://www.nationalww2museu
m.org/pdf/edu_lp_Ike.pdf 

- Video: Band of Brothers (Episonde 1 & 
2), (2001) 

o http://www.history.com/classroo
m/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBr
others1.pdf 

o http://www.history.com/classroo
m/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBr
others2.pdf 

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/powers_of_persuasion_home.html�
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/powers_of_persuasion_home.html�
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/powers_of_persuasion_home.html�
http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/collections/wwii-posters/�
http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/collections/wwii-posters/�
http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/collections/wwii-posters/�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Map.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Map.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Photograph.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Photograph.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Photograph.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Ike.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Ike.pdf�
http://www.history.com/classroom/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBrothers1.pdf�
http://www.history.com/classroom/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBrothers1.pdf�
http://www.history.com/classroom/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBrothers1.pdf�
http://www.history.com/classroom/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBrothers2.pdf�
http://www.history.com/classroom/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBrothers2.pdf�
http://www.history.com/classroom/pdf/bandofbrothers/BandofBrothers2.pdf�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The United States in World War II (1941-1945) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand the military campaigns, political decisions, and 
efforts on the home front that won World War II.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- 
- Song: “Rosie the Riveter,” 

Women and World War II 

- Primary Source: Rosie the Riveter: 

The War 
Years 

o http://www.nationalww2museu
m.org/pdf/edu_lp_women.pdf 

o http://www.nationalww2museu
m.org/pdf/edu_lp_Cartoons.pdf 

- 
- Map: World War II in Pacific 

War in the Pacific/Atomic Bomb 

- Photograph: Joe  Rosenthal, “Raising 
the Flag on Iwo Jima” 

- Video: Flags of our Fathers and Letters 
from Iwo Jima (2006) 

- Reading: Don’t Know Much About 
History

- Literature Selection: Hiroshima no 
Pika 

, “Did the United States have to 
drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki?” 

- Primary Documents: World War II  
o http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.

com/w2frm.htm 
 

- Read Executive Order 9066. Evaluate 
its legality based on the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  
 

 

http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_women.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_women.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Cartoons.pdf�
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/pdf/edu_lp_Cartoons.pdf�
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/w2frm.htm�
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/w2frm.htm�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The United States in World War II (1941-1945) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand the military campaigns, political decisions, and 
efforts on the home front that won World War II.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- View documentary “Unfinished 
Business.” Complete activities on 
Korematsu v. U.S. at 
landmarkcases.org. 

- Compare the internment of Japanese 
Americans and the Guantanamo Bay 
Detention cases and evaluate the 
current policy of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

- Analyze Frank Capra’s Prelude to War 
as wartime propaganda. 

- View home-front propaganda posters 
and conduct a poster analysis. 

- Produce a war effort song that 
convinces Americans to contribute to 
the war effort at home. 

- Listen to the song “Rosie the Riveter.” 
View two images of the icon, and 
analyze editorial cartoons on women in 
the workplace. Hold a class discussion 
on the changing face of women during 
World War II. 

- Plot the major battles in Europe. 
Identify the Allied advances and explain 
how Germany’s location was a 
disadvantage. 

- Review D-Day Map and photographs. 
Create a D-Day Chronology. 

- Class Discussion of Band of Brothers 
Episodes 1 & 2. 

o http://www.history.com/classroo
m/guides/ 

http://www.history.com/classroom/guides/�
http://www.history.com/classroom/guides/�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The United States in World War II (1941-1945) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand the military campaigns, political decisions, and 
efforts on the home front that won World War II.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Build a model of a World War II 
weapon, tank, airplane, or bomb. 
Evaluate this new technology’s 
effectiveness by giving examples of its 
use in battle. 

- Draw a political cartoon that 
demonstrates the goals of the “Big 
Three” at the Yalta Conference. 

- Write an obituary for President 
Roosevelt that either outlines all of his 
lifetime accomplishments and/or 
failures. 

- View Flags of our Fathers and Letters 
from Iwo Jima. Discuss the varying 
perspectives of the Battle of Iwo Jima. 

- Trace the island-hopping campaign of 
MacArthur and Nimitz in the Pacific.  
Evaluate the strategies. 

- Debate Truman’s decision to use the 
atomic bomb to end World War II. 

- Read Hiroshima no Pika. Imagine to be 
one of the crew on the Enola Gay. 
Write a letter to the family in the story 
either explaining why or apologizing for 
your act.  

- Write Nuremberg Trial Opening 
Statements for the prosecution 
explaining why the Nazis can not use 
the defense that they were “just 
following orders.” 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Cold War Conflicts (1945-1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 7: The student will be able to understand the international and domestic tensions resulting 
from the Cold War.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

6 
blocks 

7.1. Government- 

- Describe the purpose of the United 
Nations;  

(6.1;6.2.E.1-3; 6.4.K.1; 
6.4.K.4) 

- Explain what caused suspicions 
between the United States and the 
Soviet Union during World War II;  

- Explore the actions of the Soviet 
Union in Europe that were opposed 
by the United States and the 
American response;  

- Explain how the Communists came to 
power in China and how the United 
States reacted;  

- Summarize the events of the Korean 
War;  

- Explore the conflict between 
President Truman and General 
MacArthur; 

- Describe government efforts to 
investigate the loyalty of U.S. citizens;  

- Examine the covert actions of the 
United States in the Middle East and 
Latin America;  

- Explain the effect of the Soviet launch 
of Sputnik on the United States. 

7.2. People- 
- Describe why Americans worried 

about the security of the United 
States;  

(6.1;6.4.K.1; 6.4.K.4) 

 
 

 
Understanding:  
The United States and the Soviet Union emerged from 
World War II as two “superpowers” with vastly different 
political and economic systems. The differences 
between the United States and the Soviet Union led to a 
Cold War that lasted almost to the 21st

• Do Americans with communist or radical beliefs 
pose a threat to the nation? 

 century. It also 
affected U.S. policies in Cuba, Central America, 
Southeast Asia, and the Middle East.   
 
Essential Questions: 

 
• Should citizens speak out to preserve the rights of 

others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- In a small group configuration will host 
a 1950’s Dinner Party. 

Assessment Model: 

- Each group member will be one of the 
following personalities. 
1. Member of the House Un-American 

Activities Committee 
2. A former Communist 
3. Someone who testified during the 

HUAC hearings 
4. Someone who didn’t testify during 

the HUAC hearings 
5. Joseph McCarthy 
6. Edward R. Murrow 

- Each group of dinner party guests will 
discuss the threat of communism in the 
United States (10-15 minute time limit.) 

- The students may eat lunch/snack 
during this activity to make it more 
lifelike and pleasurable. 

- After the dinner party the students must 
recap the discussion to a friend that did 
not attend the party, via email (or a 
letter.) 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
(Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 26 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 7, Chapter 26 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Cold War Conflicts (1945-1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 7: The student will be able to understand the international and domestic tensions resulting 
from the Cold War.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Examine the investigations of the 
Loyalty Review Board, House Un-
American Activities Committee, and 
Joseph McCarthy and why Americans 
allowed for the violation of civil 
liberties;  

- Explain how Americans prepared for 
a nuclear attack. 

7.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Compare the foreign policy of 

containment and brinkmanship; 

(6.1;6.4.K.1; 6.4.K.4) 

- Describe limited war; 
- Define McCarthyism and analyze 

cartoons that comment on the era. 
7.4. Geography- 

- Locate the satellite nations and the 
“iron curtain” in Europe;  

(6.1;6.4.K.1; 6.4.K.4; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

- Analyze a series of maps that shows 
the development of the Korean War 
over time, including the landings at 
Inchon and the entry of the Chinese;  

- Explain why Greece and Turkey were 
in need of aid through the Truman 
Doctrine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

- Classzone.com 
- Reading: United Nations Background 
- Primary Document: Winston 

Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” speech, 1946 
- Map: Iron Curtain, 1949 
- Graph: The Marshall Plan 
- Map: Korean War, 1950-1953 
- Primary Document: Douglas 

MacArthur, “Frustration in Korea,” 1947 
- Political Cartoons: McCarthyism 

o http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swan
n/herblock/fire.html 

- Video: Guilty by Suspicion (1991)  
- Video: CNN: Cold War, “Sputnik” 
- Primary Document: Eisenhower on 

the U-2 Incident 
- Literature: Dr. Seuss’s The Butter 

Batter Book 
- Website: CIA Kid’s Page 

o https://www.cia.gov/kids-
page/6-12th-grade/index.html 

- Secondary Source: Excerpt from 
Howard Zinn’s A People’s History, 
Chapter 16, “A People’s War?” 

o http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~
afilreis/50s/zinn-chap16.html 

 
 
 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/fire.html�
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/fire.html�
https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/6-12th-grade/index.html�
https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/6-12th-grade/index.html�
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/zinn-chap16.html�
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/zinn-chap16.html�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Cold War Conflicts (1945-1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 7: The student will be able to understand the international and domestic tensions resulting 
from the Cold War.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
7.5. Economics- 

- Describe the purpose of the Marshall 
Plan and list the countries that 
received aid from the United States 
and hypothesize why the United 
States aided the countries of Western 
Europe and why Stalin refused that 
aid for the Soviet Union and the 
satellite nations.  

(6.1;6.4.K.1; 6.4.K.4; 
6.5.A.5-8; 6.5.B.4-6)) 

7.6. Connections- (
- Discuss the United Nations efforts 

today and the criticism that the 
organization has received.  

6.1;6.2.E.1-3) 

 

 

- “Red Dot Simulation”- Anticipatory Set 
Suggested Learning Activities:  

o This purpose of this activity is 
to simulate fear and suspicion 
within the class and for 
students to base judgments of 
people out of fear not reason.  

o Students pick a small piece of 
paper from a plastic bag. Some 
of the pieces of paper have a 
red dot on them while most of 
the pieces are blank. Students 
are not to reveal what is on 
their piece of paper to anyone 
else.  

o The object of the “game” is for 
the students to create the 
largest group possible without 
any red dots. They may 
question each other as they 
form groups. The largest group 
without a member with a red 
dot wins. Any person who holds 
a red dot and has infiltrated a 
group wins. 

  

- Create a poster showing the structure 
of the United Nations and then predict 
future problems the structure may 
cause. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Cold War Conflicts (1945-1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 7: The student will be able to understand the international and domestic tensions resulting 
from the Cold War.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
- Analyze the Marshall Plan graph and 

hypothesize why Stalin refused aid for 
the Soviet Union and its satellite 
nations. 

- Debate Truman’s decision to fire 
General MacArthur. 

- Make a special supplement for a 
newspaper covering the entire trial of 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. Write an 
editorial or letters to the editor.  

- Create a political cartoon with a caption 
or write a short story about 
McCarthyism and the impact of the 
Communist threat. 

- Read Dr. Seuss’s The Butter Batter 
Book and make a list of aspects of the 
book that represent actual Cold War 
events. Identify the message the book 
tries to convey. 

- Prepare a radio broadcast announcing 
the launching of Sputnik and the 
Russian lead in the space race. 

- Read Eisenhower’s reaction to the U-2 
incident and create a list of questions to 
ask him during a press conference. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Postwar Boom (1945- 1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 8: The student will be able to understand the economic, social, and cultural changes that 
occurred in postwar America.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

4 
blocks 

8.1. Government- 

- Explain what caused voters to elect a 
conservative Republican Congress in 
1946;  

(6.1;6.2.C.5;6.4.K.2; 
6.4.K.5)  

- Describe the candidates, issues, and 
outcomes of the Election of 1948 and 
1952. 

8.2. People- 
- Explore how the GI Bill helped 

returning veterans;  

(6.1;6.4.K.2; 6.4.K.5) 

- Discuss how the role of the suburban 
homemaker was portrayed in the 
media;  

- Describe what television provided for 
the American people;  

- Explain how the beat movement 
challenged conformity and how “rock 
n roll” challenged middle class values. 

8.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Examine the themes of 1950s culture, 

including social conformity, the baby 
boom, and consumerism. 

(6.1;6.4.K.2; 6.4.K.5) 

8.4. Geography- 

- Describe how the interstate highway 
system changed the way Americans 
traveled and trace the emergence of 
American suburbs after World War II. 

(6.1;6.4.K.2; 6.4.K.5; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

 
 

 
Understanding:  
During the 1950s, the economy boomed, and many 
Americans enjoyed material comfort. The “American 
dream,” a notion that was largely shaped by the 1950s, 
is still pursued today. 
 
Essential Questions: 
• What is the American dream of the 1950s? 
 
• How does pressure to conform affect the American 

dream? 
 
• How does advertising promote certain lifestyles and 

ideals? 
 

- Part I: Students will create in small 
group configurations, an architect’s 
blueprint of a fallout shelter and a plan 
for the contents they would want to 
include. 

Assessment Model: 

1. Blue Print- Students will design a 
shelter with specific features, including: 

- Kitchen Area 
- Sleeping Area 
- Recreation Area 
- Hatch/Storage Area 

- It will contain dimensions  
2. Plan- Each area of the blue print must 

be accompanied with a list of the 
contents they will be stocking in the 
shelter. 
- The groups will research the 

following items before making their 
plan: 
o Food- 5 items 
o Music- 5 records 
o Entertainment and Games- 5 

activities 
o Clothing- 8 items for family 

- Part II: The students must write a letter to a 
friend describing why they had to build this 
shelter and why they include the items they 
did. Students will assess how fallout 
shelters represented a “sign of the times” 
for the decade of the 50’s. (Synthesis, 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Postwar Boom (1945- 1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 8: The student will be able to understand the economic, social, and cultural changes that 
occurred in postwar America.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

8.5. Economics- 

- Explain the economic challenges that 
American faced after the war and how 
the Cold War caused the economy to 
recover so rapidly;  

(6.1;6.4.K.2; 6.4.K.5; 
6.5.A.5-8; 6.5.B.4-6) 

- Examine Truman’s Fair Deal;  
- Describe how advertisers sought to 

increase sales of consumer goods. 
8.6. Connections- (

- Explore the type of movies that 
American studios make for the 
teenage market today;  

6.1;6.2.E.13-14) 

- Compare how these movies differ 
from those of the 1950s. 

Evaluation) 
- A scoring rubric should be used 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 27 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 7, Chapter 27 

- Classzone.com  
- Video: David Halberstam, The Fifties, 

Six Volumes 
- Audio: “Checker’s Speech,” Sept. 1952 

o http://www.americanrhetoric.co
m/speeches/richardnixoncheck
ers.html 

- Primary Document: 1955 
Housekeeping Monthly, “A Good Wife’s 
Guide” 

- Webhunt: 1950’s Culture 
o http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/p

ages/hunt1950scums.html  
- Website: 1950s Culture Timeline 

o http://www.marymount.edu/abo
ut/history/1950s/Culture/culture
50.html 

- Primary Sources: 1950s 
Advertisments 

o http://www.adflip.com/view_dec
ade.php?adDecade=50%27s&t
humb=hdr_50s.gif&featuredJpg
=11280.jpg&x=42&y=26 

 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/richardnixoncheckers.html�
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/richardnixoncheckers.html�
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/richardnixoncheckers.html�
http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/hunt1950scums.html�
http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/hunt1950scums.html�
http://www.marymount.edu/about/history/1950s/Culture/culture50.html�
http://www.marymount.edu/about/history/1950s/Culture/culture50.html�
http://www.marymount.edu/about/history/1950s/Culture/culture50.html�
http://www.adflip.com/view_decade.php?adDecade=50%27s&thumb=hdr_50s.gif&featuredJpg=11280.jpg&x=42&y=26�
http://www.adflip.com/view_decade.php?adDecade=50%27s&thumb=hdr_50s.gif&featuredJpg=11280.jpg&x=42&y=26�
http://www.adflip.com/view_decade.php?adDecade=50%27s&thumb=hdr_50s.gif&featuredJpg=11280.jpg&x=42&y=26�
http://www.adflip.com/view_decade.php?adDecade=50%27s&thumb=hdr_50s.gif&featuredJpg=11280.jpg&x=42&y=26�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Postwar Boom (1945- 1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 8: The student will be able to understand the economic, social, and cultural changes that 
occurred in postwar America.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
 
 

- Imagine that you are President Truman. 
Write a speech outlining your plans for 
returning the country to peacetime life. 
Include plans for the returning soldiers, 
the end of rations, and the return of 
business to a peacetime economy. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Imagine you are a G.I. returning from 
World War II. Write an entry in your 
diary describing your reactions to your 
first day home.  

- Make a strike poster with a slogan and 
reasons for striking for one of the post-
war industries. 

o Steelworkers, Coal Miners, and 
Railroad Workers 

- Complete a 1950s culture webhunt to 
identify characteristics of t he decade. 

- Prepare a magazine ad for a consumer 
product of the 1950s. 

- Write a short story or a play describing 
teenage interests and activities during 
the fifties. 

- Make a poster/collage/booklet of one of 
the following 50s topics: 

o Fads, fashion, original artwork 
for record jackets of hit songs, 
original drawings of 
automobiles of the fifties. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Postwar Boom (1945- 1960) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 8: The student will be able to understand the economic, social, and cultural changes that 
occurred in postwar America.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

o The project must compare the 
50s to the fads, music and 
fashions of today. 
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Topic:  The New Frontier and the Great Society (1961- 1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 9: The student will be able to understand the achievements and challenges of the Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

6 
blocks 

9.1. Government- 

- Identify the factors that contributed to 
Kennedy’s election of 1960, including 
the first televised debates;  

(6.1;6.2.B.4; 6.2.E.1-2; 
6.4.K.4; 6.4.K.5; 6.4.K.7) 

- Describe the Bay of Pigs invasion and 
the Cuban Missile Crisis;   

- Explain the symbolic significance of 
the building of the Berlin Wall; 

- Explore the ways Kennedy and 
Khrushchev eased tensions between 
their nations;  

- Discuss the proposals in Kennedy’s 
“New Frontier”; 

- Examine the escalation of the space 
race;  

- Summarize the issues in the election 
of 1964;  

- Evaluate the success of the Great 
Society; 

- Identify the “rights of the accused” 
won under the Warren Court. 

9.2. People- 
- Describe the Kennedy mystique;  

(6.1;6.4.K.4; 6.4.K.5; 6.4.K.7) 

- Discuss how the televised debate 
affects votes;  

- Explain the purpose of the Peace 
Corps; 

- Discuss the people’s reaction to 
Kennedy’s assassination,  

- Analyze the purpose and message of 

 
Understanding:  
The Kennedy administration faced some of the most 
dangerous Soviet confrontations in American history. 
America’s response to Soviet threats developed the 
United States as a military superpower. In addition, 
reforms made in the 1960s have had a lasting effect on 
the American justice system by increasing the rights of 
minorities.   
 
Essential Questions: 
• What are the qualities of an effective leader? 
 
• How can a leader motivate and influence the public? 
 
• What enables a leader to respond to crises? 
 
• How far should government go to try to right social 

wrongs? 
 
• Why was there a conservative backlash to Great 

Society programs? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- RAFT on Cuban Missile Crisis 
Assessment Model: 

- The RAFTs Technique (Santa, 1988) is 
a system to help students understand 
their role as a writer, the audience they 
will address, the varied formats for 
writing, and the expected content. It is 
an acronym that stands for: 

o Role of the Writer - Who are 
you as the writer?  

o Audience - To whom are you 
writing? 

o Format - What form will the 
writing take? Is it a letter? A 
classified ad? A speech? A 
poem?  

o Topic + strong Verb - What's 
the subject or the point of this 
piece?  

- Role- Examples 

1. President Kennedy 
2. A fly on the wall in ExComm 

meeting 
3.   President Khrushchev 
4.   Pilot of a U2 plane 
5.   Historian 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The New Frontier and the Great Society (1961- 1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 9: The student will be able to understand the achievements and challenges of the Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

the campaign commercials for LBJ 
and Goldwater. 

9.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 

- Define flexible response;  

 (6.1;6.4.K.4; 
6.4.K.5; 6.4.K.7) 

- Discuss the “war on poverty”;  
- Examine the following quote, “…ask 

not what your country can do for you; 
ask what you can do for your 
country.” 

9.4. Geography- 

- View maps of Cuban Missile Crisis 
and Berlin Wall;  

(6.1;6.4.K.4; 6.4.K.5; 
6.4.K.7; 6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-
5;6.6.E) 

- Locate the cities in range of Soviet 
missles;  

- Explain how the Berlin wall created a  
“surrealist cage in which those inside 
are free.” 

9.5. Economics- 

- Define recession;  

(6.1;6.4.K.4; 6.4.K.5; 
6.4.K.7; 6.5.A.5-8; 6.5.B.4-6) 

- Examine Kennedy’s proposals to 
boost the economy through deficit 
spending;  

- Explain the Alliance for Progress 
program. 

 
 
9.6. Connections- (

- Audience- Examples 

6.1;6.2.D) 

1. Kennedy’s Children 
2. American public, Oct. 26, 1962 
3. Leonid Brezhnev 
4. Head of Command 
5. College Class 

- Format- Examples 
1. Journal Entries 
2. Editorial 
3. Transcript of private conversation 
4. Radio Transmission 
5. Lecture 

- Topic 
o Varies 

- Articulate in written form RAFT findings 
and pair-share the outcome 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 28 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 8, Chapter 28 

- Classzone.com  
- Video: United Streaming, 1960 

Kennedy-Nixon Debate 
- Worksheet: Making Comparisons: 

What Will You Advise in Response to 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The New Frontier and the Great Society (1961- 1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 9: The student will be able to understand the achievements and challenges of the Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Outline provisions for a Great Society-
inspired program that would address 
a problem today. 

 

Soviet Missiles in Cuba? 
- Video: Thirteen Days (Clip), (2000) 
- Video: A & E The Men Who Killed 

Kennedy (1988) 
- Video: Living Room Candidate, 1964 

Election Commercial 
o http://livingroomcandidate.movi

ngimage.us/election/index.php?
nav_action=election&nav_suba
ction=overview&campaign_id=1
68 

- Worksheet: Checklist for a Great 
Society 

- Website: Miranda v. Arizona- 
Background and Activities 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/
miranda/home.html 

- Website: Gideon v. Wainwright- 
Background and Activities 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/
gideon/home.html 

- Website: Mapp v. Ohio- Background 
and Activities 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/
mapp/home.html 

 

- View the 1
Suggested Learning Activities:  

st

 

 Kennedy-Nixon debate and 
discuss the significance of televised 
debates. 

http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us/election/index.php?nav_action=election&nav_subaction=overview&campaign_id=168�
http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us/election/index.php?nav_action=election&nav_subaction=overview&campaign_id=168�
http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us/election/index.php?nav_action=election&nav_subaction=overview&campaign_id=168�
http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us/election/index.php?nav_action=election&nav_subaction=overview&campaign_id=168�
http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us/election/index.php?nav_action=election&nav_subaction=overview&campaign_id=168�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/miranda/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/miranda/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/gideon/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/gideon/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/mapp/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/mapp/home.html�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The New Frontier and the Great Society (1961- 1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 9: The student will be able to understand the achievements and challenges of the Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

  
- Read and identify 5 promises made by 

JFK in his Inaugural Address. Predict if 
they will be fulfilled. 

- Compare and decide between three 
options for handling the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. 

- Draw a visual comparing the policies of 
containment, brinkmanship, and flexible 
response. 

- Analyze the following quote on the 
Berlin Wall: It is a “surrealist cage in 
which those inside are free.” Discuss 
the irony of this statement.  

- Create a timeline of space exploration. 
Explain why space is referred to as the 
“new frontier.”  

- Make a chart about the Kennedy 
administration. Include columns for 
accomplishments, failures, and 
unfinished business.  

- Write a research report on “Who Killed 
Kennedy?” that investigates the 
assassination theories. 

- Analyze the 1964 Election Commercials 
and from them identify the campaign 
issues of Lyndon Johnson and Barry 
Goldwater. 

- Complete Great Society Chart that 
identifies the purpose of each program 
and the legacy it has today. 

- Analyze a Warren Court Case and 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The New Frontier and the Great Society (1961- 1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 9: The student will be able to understand the achievements and challenges of the Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

complete activities from 
landmarkcases.org. 

- Outline provisions for a Great Society-
inspired program that addresses a 
problem today, such as poverty, 
education, health care. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Civil Rights Movement (1954-1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 10: The student will be able to understand the African-American struggle for civil rights 
during the 1950s and 1960s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

7 
blocks 

10.1. Government- 
- Describe how the Plessy v. Ferguson 

case legalized segregation and Jim 
Crow Laws;  

(6.1;6.2.B.4-5;6.4.K.6) 

- Explain how Thurgood Marshall and 
the NAACP helped advance the cause 
of civil rights;  

- Examine Brown v. Board of Education 
of Topeka and its significance;  

- Explain the resistance to school 
desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas;  

- Trace Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s civil 
rights activities beginning with the 
Montgomery bus boycott;  

- Identify the goal of the freedom riders;  
- State the motives of the 1963 March 

on Washington;  
- Describe the tactics tried by civil rights 

organizations to secure passage of the 
Voting Rights Act;  

- Identify Malcolm X and the Black 
Power movement. 

10.2. People- 
- Describe how young people responded 

to MLK’s leadership; 

(6.1;6.4.K.6) 

- Explain how television coverage of the 
Birmingham marchers affected 
legislation;  

- Examine what happened in cities 
across America after MLK’s 
assassination. 

 
Understanding:  
Activism and a series of Supreme Court decisions 
advanced equal rights for African Americans in the 
1950s and 1960s. This legislation has guaranteed civil 
rights for Americans today.   
 
Essential Questions: 
• Are all Americans entitled to the same civil rights? 
 
• What are the risks of demanding rights? 
 
• Why might some people fight against equal rights? 
 

- In a small group configuration, students 
will role play interaction between people 
listed below who happen to be in the 
same elevator when it gets stuck in an 
office building during the decade of the 
50’s-60’s: 

Assessment Model: 

- Elevator I 
o A black rioter from Watts, LA 
o A white police officer 
o A black police officer 

- Elevator 2 
o A follower of MLK 
o A Black Panther 
o A Freedom Rider 

- Elevator 3 
o An owner of a newly integrated 

restaurant 
o A black student enrolled in a 

white school 
o A southern sheriff who believes 

in segregation  
- Each meeting will be at least 10 

minutes in length. 
- Following the role-play, students will 

determine one related historical 
theme/area of conflict that exists and 
will post it on the board for viewing. 
They will devise a written plan on how 
to resolve that time period conflict.  

- Student groups will conclude by 
presenting their resolution to the class 
for discussion. (Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Civil Rights Movement (1954-1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 10: The student will be able to understand the African-American struggle for civil rights 
during the 1950s and 1960s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

10.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Explain nonviolent resistance;  

(6.1;6.4.K.6) 

- Define defacto and dejure segregation;  
- Explain how “black power” became the 

battle cry of militant civil rights activists. 
10.4. Geography- 

- Analyze a map of school 
desegregation;  

(6.1;6.4.K.6; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

- Trace the route of the Freedom Riders. 
10.5. Economics- 

- Assess the economic disparity 
between individuals who resided in 
northern cities to those who resided in 
the south;  

(6.1;6.4.K.6; 6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B7) 

- Summarize the impact of greater 
economic opportunity with lesser 
economic opportunity.  

10.6. Current Connections- (
- Debate affirmative action;  

6.1;6.2.B.5) 

- Discuss why some critics claim that 
affirmative action is “reverse 
discrimination.” 

 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
 
 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 29 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 8, Chapter 29 

- Classzone.com 
- Political Cartoon: “By Th’ Way, What’s 

That Big Word?” 
- Song: Bob Dylan’s “The Death of 

Emmett Till” 
- Video: David Halberstam, The Fifties, 

“The Rage Within” 
- Primary Document: Martin Luther King 

Jr’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 
- Photograph: September 1957, 

Elizabeth Eckford integrating Central 
High School in Little Rock, Arkansas 

- Art: Norman Rockwell’s The Problem 
We All Live With 

- Literature: Robert Coles, “The Story of 
Ruby Bridges” 

- Website: Brown v Board of Education: 
Background and Activities 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/
brown/home.html 

- Map: The Brown Decision, Ten Year 
Later 

- Video: Malcolm X (Clip), (1992) 
- Website: Affirmative Action and 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Civil Rights Movement (1954-1968) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 10: The student will be able to understand the African-American struggle for civil rights 
during the 1950s and 1960s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

Diversity Project 
o http://aad.english.ucsb.edu/ 

 

- Divide students into two groups and 
discriminate against one group and 
show favoritism to the other. The 
students will then write a journal 
response on how it made them feel. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Write an article for your newspaper that 
effectively conveys the incidents and 
emotions surrounding the murder of 
Emmett Till and the subsequent trial. 

- Create a journal or diary that records 
your experiences in the Montgomery 
bus boycott and chronicles the 
progression of the boycott.  

- Write two editorials, one for the 
integration of the school and one 
against the integration to appear in the 
Central High School newspaper.  

- Read Background information on 
Brown v Board of Education and 
complete activities from 
landmarkcases.org.  

- Imagine that they are lawyers for either 
Mr. Brown or the Topeka Board of 
Education. Write a final argument for 
the Supreme Court.  

- Research the affirmative action case, 
Gratz v. Bollinger (2003) and debate 
affirmative action. 

 
 

http://aad.english.ucsb.edu/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Vietnam War Years (1954- 1975) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 11: The student will be able to understand the military and political events of the Vietnam 
War in Southeast Asia and its impact on life in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

8 
blocks 

11.1. Government- 
- Summarize Vietnam’s history as a 

French colony and its struggle for 
independence;  

(6.1;6.2.E.1-2;6.4.K.4) 

- Examine how the United States 
became involved in the Vietnam 
conflict;  

- Describe the expansion of U.S. 
military involvement under President 
Johnson, including the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution;  

- Describe the military tactics and 
weapons used by U.S. forces and the 
Vietcong;  

- Describe the Tet offensive;  
- Examine the issues and candidates of 

the 1968 presidential election;  
- Explain the end of U.S. involvement 

and the final outcome in Vietnam;  
- Analyze the war’s legacy. 

11.2. People- 
- Explain how TV broadcasts from 

Vietnam affected support for the war;  

(6.1;6.4.K.4) 

- Describe the draft policies that led to 
the Vietnam War becoming a working 
class war;  

- Examine the reaction to the 
assassination of Robert Kennedy;  

- Explain the violence that erupted on 
college campuses like Kent State;  

 
Understanding:  
To stop the spread of communism in Southeast Asia, 
the United States used its military to support South 
Vietnam. Since Vietnam, the United States considers 
more carefully the risks to its own interests before 
intervening in foreign affairs. 
 
Essential Questions: 
• Did the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution circumvent the 

Constitution? Explain.  
 
• Why did Americans fail to win the “hearts and 

minds” of the Vietnamese? 
 
• What are the effects of the media on foreign 

conflicts? 
 
• Is there a relationship between the violence of the 

Vietnam War and the growing violence in the United 
States during the late sixties? 

 
• Do you think the United States’ withdrawal from 

Vietnam was a victory for the United States or a 
defeat? Defend your answer.  

 

- Students will create a scrapbook of the 
Vietnam years including letters and 
photographs 

Assessment Model: 

- Write a series of letters home as a 
soldier in Vietnam and describe the 
guerilla warfare tactics used  

                             and 
- Write a series of letters to a soldier in 

Vietnam about the anti-war 
demonstrations in the United States. In 
written form, the students will evaluate  
the morality or ethics of war.. 

- The series should contain 6 letters (3 
from U.S. soldier in Vietnam and 3 from 
U.S. civilian at home) 

- One page should be dedicated to 
photographs of soldiers in Vietnam 

- One page should be dedicated to 
photographs of anti-war demonstrations 
and daily life at home 

- The letters should look authentic and 
the photographs should have captions  

- Students will assess and evaluate in 
written form the impact of war as a 
uniting and divisive force. 
(Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Vietnam War Years (1954- 1975) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 11: The student will be able to understand the military and political events of the Vietnam 
War in Southeast Asia and its impact on life in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
- Discuss the reception Vietnam 

veterans received when they came 
home. 

11.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Describe the domino theory;  

(6.1;6.4.K.4) 

- Examine the battle for the “hearts and 
minds” of the South Vietnamese 
people;  

- Explain how the Vietnam War was the 
first “living room war”;  

- Define credibility gap;  
- Examine the program of the New Left. 

11.4. Geography- 

- Trace the route of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail and evaluate its effectiveness 
during the Tet Offensive. 

(6.1;6.4.K.4; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

11.5. Economics- 

- Describe how the cost of the war 
affected the domestic programs of the 
Great Society. 

(6.1;6.4.K.4; 6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

11.6. Current Connections- 
- Compare the Vietnam War with the 

Iraq War of 2003; Discuss the causes 
of the conflict, escalation, the role of 
the media, and public opinion.  

(6.1;6.2.E.1-2) 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 30 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 8, Chapter 30 

- Classzone.com  
- Primary Document: Debate on the 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, Senator 
Wayne Morse and Senator Richard 
Russell 

- Map: Ho Chi Minh Trail 
- Primary Document: Le Ly Hayslip, 

When Heaven and Earth Changed 
Places (Vietnamese perspective) 

- Literature: Tim O’Brien, Going after 
Cacciato 

- Song: Joe McDonald, “I Feel-Like-I’m-
Fixin’-to-Die Rag” 

- Primary Document: John Kerry’s 
testimony on behalf of the Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War, 1971 

- Photograph: Eddie Adams, “Execution 
of Vietcong Guerilla,” 1968 

- Photograph: John Filo, Kent State, 
May 1970 

- Photographs:  Vietnam War 
o http://history1900s.about.com/li

brary/photos/blyindexvietnam.ht
m 

- Table: American commitment in 
Vietnam from 1965-1972 

- Primary Document: Lessons of 

http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexvietnam.htm�
http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexvietnam.htm�
http://history1900s.about.com/library/photos/blyindexvietnam.htm�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Vietnam War Years (1954- 1975) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 11: The student will be able to understand the military and political events of the Vietnam 
War in Southeast Asia and its impact on life in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

Vietnam, Myra MacPherson  
- Video: “Dear America: Letters Home 

from Vietnam,” 1988 
- Video: “The U.S. vs. John Lennon,” 

2006 
- Website: Battlefield Vietnam 

o http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvie
tnam/history/ 

- Website: Tinker v. Des Moines- 
Background and Activities 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/t
inker/home.html 

- Video: United Streaming, “Commander 
and Chief: Richard Nixon,” (52 min) 

- Reading: US News & World Report, 
November 13, 2006, “Two Texans in 
Trouble: Lyndon Johnson was undone 
by Vietnam. George Bush is mired in 
Iraq. Are the comparisons fair?”  

 

- Respond to the following remark by 
Johnson describing the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution, “it was like grandma’s 
nightshirt…it covered everything.” 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Design an original protest button to 
express your view on the Vietnam War. 

- Write a dialogue between a “hawk” and 
a “dove.” 

- Analyze the photographs by John Filo 
and Eddie Adams and describe how 
they contributed to the anti-war 

http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/history/�
http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/history/�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/tinker/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/tinker/home.html�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Vietnam War Years (1954- 1975) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 11: The student will be able to understand the military and political events of the Vietnam 
War in Southeast Asia and its impact on life in the United States.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

movement. 
- Read background on Tinker v. 

DesMoines (1969) and discuss first 
amendment right of freedom of speech. 

 
- Create a report card for President 

Johnson and evaluate him on the 
following issues: 

o Economic 
o Social 
o Political 
o Education 
o Civil Rights 

- Prepare a case for or against Lt. 
William Calley for this participation in 
the My Lai Massacre of 1968 and 
evaluate the responsibility of the 
military with regards to the civilian 
populations. 

- Analyze the table, American 
commitment in Vietnam from 1965-
1972, and find evidence of 
Vietnamization.  

- Read and discuss US News & World 
Report, November 13, 2006, “Two 
Texans in Trouble: Lyndon Johnson 
was undone by Vietnam. George Bush 
is mired in Iraq. Are the comparisons 
fair?” 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Politics of Protest (1960-1980) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 12: The student will be able to understand the sweeping social protest movements of the 
1960s and 1970s and the quest for radical changes initiated by Latinos, Native Americans, 
women, young people, and environmentalists.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 
blocks 

12.1. Government- 

- Summarize the efforts of Latinos, 
such as Cesar Chavez, to secure civil 
rights and respect for their cultural 
heritage;  

(6.1;6.2.B.5; 
6.2.C.2;6.4.K.6-7) 

- Explain the efforts of Native 
Americans to secure reforms in 
government policies;  

- Describe some of the early gains and 
losses of the women’s movement, 
including the Equal Rights 
Amendment and Roe v. Wade;  

- Explain the conservative response to 
the counterculture;  

- Identify the key environmental issues 
of the 1970s. 

12.2. People- 
- Summarize the impact of the 

counterculture on art, fashion, music 
and attitudes. 

(6.1;6.4.K.6-7) 

12.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Evaluate and determine the impact of 

the transition from conformity to 
culturally rebellion; 

(6.1;6.4.K.6-7) 

- Define feminism;  
- Examine the emergence of the New 

Right and hippie culture. 
 
 

 
Understanding:  
Campaigns for civil rights and economic justice won 
better representation and opportunity for Latinos, Native 
Americans, and women. In addition, the ideals and 
lifestyle of the counterculture challenged the traditional 
views of Americans and have left enduring marks on 
American society.   
 
Essential Questions: 
• Does every individual have a responsibility to follow 

the unwritten rules of society? Why or why not? 
 
• Do the arts merely reflect social change, or can art, 

music, fashion, etc. help to bring about social 
change? Explain.  

 

- Hold a protest movement campus fair 
for the 1960s and 1970s. Students will 
work in groups to organize and run a 
table on one of the following protest 
movements: 

Assessment Model: 

o Civil Rights, Anti-War, 
Women’s Rights, 
Counterculture, and 
Environment 

- Each table must have a poster, petition, 
give-aways, pamphlet and a media 
component (Power Point or CD) 

- The purpose of each group is to 
convince fair attendants to sign their 
petition and to join their movement 

- Supplemental Suggestion> In addition 
to the 1960’s-70’s protest themes, 
inclusion of current events can be 
achieved by incorporating the war in 
Iraq as a theme 
(Synthesis, Evaluation) 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 31 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 8, Chapter 31 

- Classzone.com 
- Map: Latino and Native American 

Population Centers, 1970 
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Topic:  The Politics of Protest (1960-1980) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 12: The student will be able to understand the sweeping social protest movements of the 
1960s and 1970s and the quest for radical changes initiated by Latinos, Native Americans, 
women, young people, and environmentalists.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

12.4. Geography- 

- Analyze the defeat of the Equal 
Rights Amendment state by state. 

(6.1;6.4.K.6-7; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

12.5. Economics- 

- Describe the economic inequality 
between men and women. 

(6.1;6.4.K.6-7; 6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

12.6. Current Connections- 

- Research the environmental crisis of 
global warming and devise solutions 
to slow down the process.  

(6.1; 
6.2.E.6;6.4.L.7; 6.6.E) 

- Primary Document: Betty Friedan’s 
The Feminine Mystique 

- Map: The Equal Rights Amendment 
- Primary Document: NOW’s Statement 

of Purpose, 1966 
- Website: Roe v. Wade- Background 

and Activities 
o http://www.landmarkcases.org/r

oe/home.html 
- Primary Document: Chicago Seven 

Trial (Transcript and Audio) 
o http://www.law.umkc.edu/facult

y/projects/ftrials/Chicago7/chica
go7.html 

- Primary Document: Rachel Carson’s 
Silent Spring 

- Video: Global Warming: An 
Inconvenient Truth (2006) 

 
 

- Create a venn diagram to show the 
similarities faced by Latinos and Native 
Americans and the unique concerns of 
the two groups. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Research the United Farm Workers 
Union boycott on California grape 
growers and construct a chart showing 
the economic damage caused by the 
boycott. 

http://www.landmarkcases.org/roe/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/roe/home.html�
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/Chicago7/chicago7.html�
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/Chicago7/chicago7.html�
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/Chicago7/chicago7.html�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Politics of Protest (1960-1980) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 12: The student will be able to understand the sweeping social protest movements of the 
1960s and 1970s and the quest for radical changes initiated by Latinos, Native Americans, 
women, young people, and environmentalists.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Write a rallying chant for Cesar 
Chavez’s lettuce boycott. 

- Write a list of interview questions for the 
Native Americans who occupied 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota in 1973.  

 
- Students will imagine they were alive in 

the sixties and had just read Betty 
Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique. 
Students will write a letter to the author 
articulating any questions they might 
have. 

- Make a bumper sticker for or against 
the Equal Rights Amendment. 

- Read the background to Roe v. Wade 
Complete the activities at 
landmarkcases.org. 

- Use as many of the following terms as 
possible in a poem, short story, or song 
about life in the sixties: 

o Woodstock, Trip, Love-In, Bell 
bottoms, Groovy, Hippies, Acid 
rock music, Psychedelic, 
Commune, Love beads, Flower 
child 

- Analyze the lyrics of protest songs and 
identify the concerns of the decade.  

- Students will imagine they are a writer 
from Rolling Stones magazine and will 
write an article on the August 1969 
Woodstock music festival. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Politics of Protest (1960-1980) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 12: The student will be able to understand the sweeping social protest movements of the 
1960s and 1970s and the quest for radical changes initiated by Latinos, Native Americans, 
women, young people, and environmentalists.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Create a program with a list of activities 
for the first Earth Day to portray the shift 
to a citizenry who became 
environmentally aware. 
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Topic:  The Age of Limits (1971-1980) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 13: The student will be able to understand the political, social, and economic events of the 
1970s and the Nixon Administration.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 
blocks 

13.1. Government- 
- Explain Nixon’s New Federalism plan;  

(6.1;6.2.A.1-3;6.4.L) 

- Examine the importance of Nixon’s 
visits to China and the Soviet Union, 
including the SALT I Treaty;  

- Summarize the details of the 
Watergate burglary and describe how 
the scandal was uncovered;  

- Examine Ford’s handling of the 
Mayaguez incident;  

- Analyze the significance of Jimmy 
Carter’s election of 1976;  

- Describe the Iran hostage crisis. 
13.2. People- 

- Describe how the Watergate scandal 
produced a deep disillusionment with 
the presidency;  

(6.1;6.4.L) 

- Analyze the growing realism of 
American television in the 1970s. 

13.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Explain the philosophy of realpolitik 

and the policy of détente; 

(6.1;6.4.L) 

- Describe the “Imperial Presidency.” 
13.4. Geography- 

- Locate the nations of OPEC;  

(6.1;6.4.L; 6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-
3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

- Explain how Israel’s location 
contributes to it’s conflicts.  

 
 

 
Understanding:  
President Richard M. Nixon tried to steer the country in 
a conservative direction and away from federal control. 
American leaders of the early 1970s laid the foundation 
for the conservative base that exists today. In addition, 
President Nixon’s involvement in the Watergate scandal 
raised questions of public trust that still affect how the 
public and media skeptically view politicians.   
 
Essential Questions: 
• In what ways can a president misuse power? 
 
• How can a president lose or restore the nation’s 

trust? 
 
 
 

- Students will imagine that they are a 
member of a Congressional committee 
that must investigate the Watergate 
incident and determine if impeachment 
proceedings should be initiated against 
President Nixon.  

Assessment Model: 

- They will conduct their own 
investigation based on evidence or 
other information that will help them 
come to their own conclusion about 
what happened and who was 
responsible.  

- Students will then meet with the full 
committee (the class) to discuss their 
findings and try to reach a single 
decision that the committee will publish 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
(Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 32 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 9, Chapter 32 

- Classzone.com  
- Political Cartoons: Watergate 

o http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swan
n/herblock/crook.html 

- Video: United Streaming, “Watergate,” 
(52 min) 

- Video: United Streaming, “Nixon’s 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/crook.html�
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/crook.html�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Age of Limits (1971-1980) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 13: The student will be able to understand the political, social, and economic events of the 
1970s and the Nixon Administration.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

13.5. Economics- 

- Describe the steps Nixon took to 
battle stagflation;  

(6.1;6.4.L; 6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

- Explain how Carter dealt with the 
energy crisis;  

- Discuss the role the economy played 
in the presidential elections of 1972, 
1976, 1980. 

13.6. Current Connections- 
- Reseach current instances were 

politicians have lied to their 
constituents.  

(6.1;6.2.A.1-3) 

- Discuss the impact it has on their 
political careers.  

Resignation Speech,” August 8, 1974 
- Website: Watergate 

o http://www.washingtonpost.com
/wp-
srv/national/longterm/watergate
/front.htm 

- Website: United States v. Nixon 
(1974): Background and Activities 

o http://www.landmarkcases.org/
nixon/home.html 

- Video: All the President’s Men (1976) 
- Biography: Ayatollah Ruhollah 

Khomeini 
- Map: Middle East, 1978-1982 

 

- Write a toast for Richard Nixon to give 
at his meeting with Premier Chou-En-
Lai during his historic visit to China. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Create a timeline from the Watergate 
break-in to President Nixon’s 
resignation . Decide when Nixon lost 
the trust of the American public. 

- Research the present activities and 
whereabouts of all the participants in 
the Watergate story and make a chart 
entitled “Where Are They Now?” 
Explain how the Watergate scandal 
affected their careers. 

 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/front.htm�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/front.htm�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/front.htm�
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/national/longterm/watergate/front.htm�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/nixon/home.html�
http://www.landmarkcases.org/nixon/home.html�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Age of Limits (1971-1980) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 13: The student will be able to understand the political, social, and economic events of the 
1970s and the Nixon Administration.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

 
- Conduct a poll on trust in government. 

Tally the results, and report back to the 
class. 

o Example Question: 
o Is there any politician that you 
      trust today? Who? 

- Prepare a celebration for the 200th

- Students will imagine they are members 
of the family of one of the Americans 
held hostage in Iran. Write a diary entry 
or a letter to a friend expressing your 
feelings and fears based on the 
historical facts that surrounded their 
capture. 

 
birthday of the United States in 1976. 
Include a giant birthday card, a poster 
of what America has accomplished, a 
menu for the feast, and a wish list for 
the future. 

- Write a news bulletin about the results 
of the Camp David meetings between 
President Carter, Menachem Begin, 
and Anwar Sadat. 

- Make a cartoon about waiting in a gas 
line and the impact of the crisis. 

- Write slogans to convince Americans to 
conserve energy. 
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Topic:  The Resurgence of Conservatism (1980-1992) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 14: The student will be able to understand the political and social events of the 1980s and 
early 1990s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 
blocks 

14.1. Government- 

- Examine how the Reagan and Bush 
appointees changed the direction of 
the Supreme Court;  

(6.1;6.2.A.6; 
6.2.B.5;6.4.L) 

- Compare the political gains and 
losses experienced by various groups 
during the Reagan and Bush 
administrations, including Latinos, 
Asian-Americans, gay men and 
lesbians and African- Americans;  

- Identify Mikhail Gorbachev and the 
reforms initiated in Russia;  

- Describe the demonstrations in 
China’s Tiananmen Square;  

- Summarize the U.S. actions taken to 
influence affairs in Nicaragua, 
Panama and Grenada;  

- Describe the events leading up to the 
Iran-Contra scandal;  

- Analyze U.S. involvement in the 
Persian Gulf War. 

14.2. People- 
- Identify Ronald Reagan and George 

Bush and explain Reagan’s appeal to 
the voters;  

(6.1;6.4.L) 

- List where Reagan’s support came 
from in the 1984 election;  

- Describe how “attack ads” influenced 
the election of 1988;  

- Summarize the political, economic, 
and social gains achieved by women; 

 
Understanding:  
Conservatism reached a high point with the election in 
1980 of President Ronald Reagan and Vice-President 
George Bush. The conservative views of Reagan and 
Bush created policies and priorities that affect 
government spending and budgeting today. But beneath 
the surge of prosperity that marked the conservative era 
of the 1980s lay serious social problems. Issues 
involving healthcare, education, civil rights, and equal 
rights for women continue to challenge American 
society. 
 
Essential Questions: 
• What is the difference between the conservative 

view of government and the liberal view? 
 
• What groups make up the conservative coalition? 
 
• What are the conservatives’ attitudes toward 

existing government programs that were established 
during more liberal presidencies? 

 

- The 1980’s Oral History Project 
Assessment Model: 

- Students will conduct interviews of 
people who experienced or remember 
some of the following events from the 
1980’s and early 1990’s: 
1. First Cases of AIDS 
2. Chernobyl disaster 
3. Impact of Reaganomics 
4. Challenger explosion 
5. Iran-Contra Scandal 
6. First Computer 
7. First Video Games 
8. Fall of the Berlin Wall 
9. Music 
10. Movies 
11. Persian Gulf War 
12. Rodney King Riots 

- They must write the questions for the 
interviewee and tape the interview. 

- Each interview must address 5 events. 
- After the interview the students must 

reflect on the positives and negatives of 
oral history. They must create a list of 
questions that arose during the 
interview process that were not  
answered and explore those areas 
further in independent research. 

- A scoring rubric should be used 
            (Analysis, Synthesis, Evaluation) 
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Resurgence of Conservatism (1980-1992) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 14: The student will be able to understand the political and social events of the 1980s and 
early 1990s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

- Examine national concerns about 
education, drug use, health issues, 
and urban problems. 

14.3. Ideas and Beliefs- 
- Summarize the political, economic, 

and social gains achieved by women, 
how this affected the advancement of 
individual roles and rights of women; 

(6.1;6.4.L) 

- Identify the reasons for the 
resurgence of conservative values 
and list the major goals of the New 
Right and consider how the 
conservative backlash influenced the 
election of 1980.  

14.4. Geography- 

- Describe regional population shifts in 
America in recent decades;  

(6.1;6.4.L; 6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-
3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

- Analyze the tremendous population 
growth in the South and Southwest, 
or Sunbelt;  

- Study the map of the Middle East and 
discuss Kuwait’s strategic importance. 

14.5. Economics- 

- Define supply-side economics; 

(6.1;6.4.L; 6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

- Describe the three parts of 
“Reaganomics”;  

- Explain the actions Reagan took to 
cut back on government regulations. 

 
 

 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 33 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans, 
Unit 9, Chapter 33 

- Classzone.com  
- Audio: Ronald Reagan’s Inaugural 

Address 
o http://school.discovery.com/less

onplans/activities/presidentialsp
eeches/reagan.html 

- Video: Reagan’s “Tear Down This 
Wall” Speech, Berlin, 1987 

o http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7OcVEvG4L9Y 

- Political Cartoon: “The Inflation 
Stagecoach” 

- Photograph: Tiananmen Square, 1989 
- Map: The Persian Gulf War, 1990-1991 
- Website: The Gulf War 

o http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages
/frontline/gulf/ 

- Video: And the Band Played On (1993) 
 

- Create a foreign affairs timeline for the 
years 1980-1992 (Regions: Europe, 
Asia, Middle East, Central 
America/Caribbean) Write an editorial 
that expressing a positive or negative 
view on U.S. foreign policy.  

Suggested Learning Activities:  

http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/activities/presidentialspeeches/reagan.html�
http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/activities/presidentialspeeches/reagan.html�
http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/activities/presidentialspeeches/reagan.html�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OcVEvG4L9Y�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7OcVEvG4L9Y�
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gulf/�
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gulf/�
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Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  The Resurgence of Conservatism (1980-1992) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 14: The student will be able to understand the political and social events of the 1980s and 
early 1990s.  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

14.6. Current Connections- 
- Research the current debate over 

domestic partnerships and interpret, 
compare, and contrast existing state 
legislation that supports civil unions. 

(6.1;6.4.L.7)  
- Research the events leading up to U.S. 

involvement in one of these countries: 
Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, or Kuwait. 
Negotiate to resolve the conflict. 

- Make up a public service advertising 
campaign to inform people about how 
AIDS is spread or make a memorial 
service or poster about famous people 
who have died from AIDS. 

- Make a magazine special on 
outstanding women of the eighties, 
including Sally Ride, Sandra Day 
O’Connor, Geraldine Ferraro, Christa 
McAuliffe, and Jane Fonda. 

- Write a special newspaper supplement 
giving a full account of the Challenger 
explosion. 

- Write a thematic essay about the 
Persian Gulf war entitled, “The TV 
War.” 
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Topic:  Into a New Century (1992-present) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 15: The student will be able to summarize the political and social events of the 1990s and 
early 2000s.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 
blocks 

15.1. Government- 

- Summarize the issues of the 1992 
presidential campaign; 

(6.1;6.2.A.1-2; 6.2.C.1-2; 
6.2.E; 6.4.L) 

- Examine the acts of terrorism in the 
1990s that shocked Americans, 
including the World Trade Center 
bombing of 1993, the Oklahoma City 
Bombing of 1995, and the attacks on 
September 11, 2001;  

- Describe the U.S. intervention in 
Kosovo; 

- Explain what happened in 1994 that 
changed the balance of power in 
Washington;  

- Describe the political events 
surrounding Clinton’s impeachment 
trial and its outcome;  

- Analyze the events of the 2000 
election and the Supreme Court’s 
role;  

- List the measures President Bush 
took to combat terrorism;  

- Explore the causes of the war with 
Iraq. 

15.2. People-
- Examine how the Internet changed 

business, education, and 
communication in America;  

 (6.1;6.4.L) 

- Identify the causes of urban flight;  
- Analyze the impact of the aging of 

America. 

 
Understanding:  
The Democrats gained control of the White House by 
moving their party’s platform towards the political center. 
As the Democratic and Republican parties move closer 
in agenda, the extreme liberal or conservative 
viewpoints are less popular. In addition, new types of 
business have meant new work environments and new 
challenges for American workers, and advances in 
technology have increased the pace but also the 
comfort of many Americans’ daily lives.    
 
Essential Questions: 
• What are the most important issues that affect the 

world today? 
 
• How does technology affect society worldwide? 
 
• What are the ways to foster cooperation among 

nations? 
 

- Part I: Research current political races: 
Assessment Model: 

o President, Senate, House, 
Governor 

- Create poster of 4 candidates for the 
upcoming election. 

- Poster Must Include: 
o Previous Occupation/s 
o Political Experience 
o Party Affiliation 
o Voting Record 
o Religion 
o Other Essential Information 

- Part II: Select 1 candidate and create a 
campaign commercial in favor of that 
candidate. 

- Record the commercial. 
- A scoring rubric should be used 
(Application, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 

- Textbook: The Americans, Chapter 34 
Materials: 

- In-Depth Resources, The Americans,  
Unit 9, Chapter 34 

- Classzone.com  
- Primary Document: Newt Gingrich’s “ 

A Contract with America,” 1994 
o http://www.nationalcenter.org/C

ontractwithAmerica.html 
- Primary Document: “Blast Hits Trade 

http://www.nationalcenter.org/ContractwithAmerica.html�
http://www.nationalcenter.org/ContractwithAmerica.html�
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Topic:  Into a New Century (1992-present) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 15: The student will be able to summarize the political and social events of the 1990s and 
early 2000s.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

15.3. Ideas and Beliefs-
- Define the information superhighway 

and genetic engineering. 

 (6.1;6.4.L) 

15.4. Geography- 

- Describe changing migration patterns 
and immigration policies. 

(6.1;6.4.L.6; 
6.6.A.5;6.6.B.1-3;6.6.D.3-5;6.6.E) 

15.5. Economics- 

- Explain how President Clinton 
balanced the budget;  

(6.1;6.4.L.4; 6.5.A.5-8; 
6.5.B.4-6) 

- Describe how President Clinton 
reformed the welfare system;  

- Define the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and 
identify the controversy;  

- Explain increased competition for 
domestic and international markets 

15.6. Current Connections- 

- Research, explore and evaluate how 
advancements in technology, the 
impact of reality television, and social 
obsessions with celebrity status have 
influenced America in the new 
millenium 

(6.1; 
6.2.E.13;6.4.L) 

- Conduct research and author 
editorialized student opinion on 
historically related themes and issues.  

 

Center”, 1993 
o http://www.nytimes.com/learnin

g/general/onthisday/big/0226.ht
ml#article 

- Primary Document: “4 U.S. Agents 
killed in Texas Shootout with Cult”, 
1993 

o http://www.nytimes.com/learnin
g/general/onthisday/big/0228.ht
ml#article 

- Primary Document: Oklahoma City 
Bombing, 1995 

o http://www.nytimes.com/learnin
g/general/onthisday/big/0419.ht
ml#article 

- Website: The Impeachment Trial 
o http://www.pbs.org/newshour/i

mpeachment/index.html 
- Map: Election of 2000 
- Biography/Speeches: Bill Gates 

o http://www.microsoft.com/press
pass/exec/billg/default.mspx 

- Map: World Trading Blocs, 2000 
 
 

- Read Maya Angelou’s poem “On the 
Pulse of Morning” written for President 
Clinton’s 1993 inauguration and discuss 
the theme of diversity. 

Suggested Learning Activities:  

- Research the historical roots of the 

http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0226.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0226.html#article�
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http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0228.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0419.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0419.html#article�
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/0419.html#article�
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/impeachment/index.html�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Into a New Century (1992-present) 

:  
Grade 11/ United States History II 

Goal 15: The student will be able to summarize the political and social events of the 1990s and 
early 2000s.   

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators (CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

ongoing conflict between the Serbs and 
other ethnic groups in the former 
Republic of Yugoslavia. Prepare a brief 
oral report focusing on the roots of 
ethnic conflict. 

- Create a time line illustrating advances 
in computer technology since 1946. 

- As a member of Congress, write a letter 
in which you attempt to persuade other 
lawmakers to vote either for or against 
the impeachment of President Clinton. 

- Analyze Newt Gingrich’s “ A Contract 
with America,” 1994, and consider how 
it might have appealed to voters. 

- Take on the role of a Supreme Court 
justice. Write a statement explaining 
how you voted in Bush v. Gore. 

- Create a photo essay using images and 
sentence captions to tell the story of 
terrorism today. 

- Write an editorial to a newspaper. 
Students will  explain why they are for 
or against increased security, even if it 
means giving up some freedoms. 

- Research recent scientific and medical 
advances including: MRI, new AIDS 
drugs, prosthetics, surgical techniques, 
genetic engineering. Create a poster 
presentation in groups.  
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United States History II 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
 
1. The student will be able to trace the political and social changes after World War I and throughout the decade of the 1920s. 
2. The student will be able to understand such issues as Prohibition, the changing role of women, and the influence of the Harlem 

Renaissance. 
3. The student will be able to understand the causes and consequences of the Great Depression and the futility of Hoover’s actions to 

limit the damage. 
4. The student will be able to understand the impetus for FDR’s New Deal legislations and the impact of these policies on the 

American nation. 
5. The student will be able to trace the rise of dictators, the beginnings of war, and the American response in the 1930s. 
6. The student will be able to understand the military campaigns, political decisions, and efforts on the home front that won World War 

II. 
7. The student will be able to understand the international and domestic tensions resulting from the Cold War. 
8. The student will be able to understand the economic, social, and cultural changes that occurred in postwar America. 
9. The student will be able to understand the achievements and challenges of the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. 
10.  The student will be able to understand the African-American struggle for civil rights during the 1950s and 1960s. 
11.  The student will be able to understand the military and political events of the Vietnam War in Southeast Asia and its impact on life in 

the United States. 
12.  The student will be able to understand the sweeping social protest movements of the 1960s and 1970s and the quest for radical 

changes initiated by Latinos, Native Americans, women, young people, and environmentalists. 
13.  The student will be able to understand the political, social, and economic events of the 1970s and the Nixon Administration and will 

consider the impact of those events on today’s world. 
14.  The student will be able to understand the political and social events of the 1980s and early 1990s and will consider the impact of 

those events on today’s world. 
15.  The student will be able to summarize the political and social events of the 1990s and early 2000s and will consider the impact of 

those events on today’s world. 
.  
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