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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The Monroe K-12 School District recognizes the global environment of our world and the subsequent need for world language 

skills.  Contemporary Issues in Latin America will be offered as a world languages option to all high school students in the Monroe K-12 
School District who have completed Spanish I, II, and III and may or may not be on the honors track.  As a planned program of 
instruction, the course will provide students with an intermediate to advanced level Spanish Language opportunity.  Emphasis will be 
placed on studying some advanced grammar as well as a continuation of a major exploration of culture including key authors, poets, 
artists, films, and music represented by various Hispanic American/Latin American cultures.  Students will compare and contrast 
literature, study it with relation to its impact or representation of history during its time period, as well as study the social commentary of 
the culture the work represents.  Other facets of the course will include understanding contemporary issues and current events in the 
Latin American world. Students will discuss political, economic and environmental issues, government/rights/responsibilities and how 
these issues differ among Latino countries.   A great emphasis will be placed on reading comprehension of authentic news media, 
communication (oral and written) of comparisons and contrasts, culture, geography, and many key historic events represented in art.  
Participation in this course will encourage students to become more aware citizens of a global world. 

 
The primary beliefs of this philosophy are: 
• A person who studies a world language gains empathy and increased tolerance towards others as a result of a 

broadened worldwide view which comes from learning about other cultures and people. 
• A person who studies a world language gains a better understanding of and appreciation for one’s own native language 

as well as the increased capacity to learn related world languages. 
• A person who studies a world language benefits from improved critical thinking skills and creativity. 
• A person who studies a world language increases performance in all aspects of learning, especially language 

acquisition, reading and social studies. 
• A person who studies a world language produces higher ACT and SAT scores. 
• A person who studies a world language is more competitive in the global marketplace. 
• A person who studies a world language and culture examines one’s own personal values as well as civic 

responsibilities. 
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Educational Goals 

 
1. To allow both Heritage speakers of the Spanish Language as well as those students learning Spanish as a second language to 

make an authentic connection to Latin America, our neighbors and allies. As the USA and many of the neighboring Latin 
American countries continue to move closer together-economically, environmentally, culturally, linguistically, strategically- it is 
important that the contributions of the past, the connections of the present and the increasing ties of the future be understood by  
today’s generation in order to be able to move forward as the 21st

2. To read and appreciate literary works, including short stories, poetry, plays, the various forms of print and on-line news media, 
the arts and the spoken word, all in Spanish. 

 century progresses.  

3. To search for the Hispanic identity in an ever-changing interconnected globalized economy and culture. 
4. To engage students in higher level thinking skills using the Spanish language while connected with students’ heritage or in the 

case of a non-Hispanic student, to use the language in meaningful and challenging ways to explore the Latin American world. 
5. To connect students of Spanish and Heritage speakers to the history, culture and geography of the Latin American world. 
6. To research ways in which assimilation in this country, while retaining one’s ties to Latin America, will strengthen the USA and 

secure Latin America for generations to come. 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about World Language Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages were revised in 2004.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district 
servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s7_WL.htm 
 

http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s7_WL.htm�
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Contemporary Issues in Latin America 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

Quarter I 
Search for Self 

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
I. Searching for a common yet distinct Latin American identity 

a. What does it mean to be Hispanic? 
b. Linguistic and colloquial differences, sports, politics 
c. Religion 
d. Diversity  

II. Latin American countries in the news today 
a. Cuba (separate from Caribbean nations) 
b. Caribbean nations (Spanish-speaking) 
c. Mexico and the USA 
d. Central America 
e. Venezuela, Colombia, Argentina and Chile 
f. Brazil (included due to its influence in the region) 
g. United States (by region of Hispanic influence 

 

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
II. Chronological highlights of the history of  Latin American countries 

a. Geography (impact and influence on the development of each  
b. country) 
c. Contemporary issues: What is in today’s news (immigration, 

politics, return to democracy or apertura: opening; reform) 
d. National Hispanic Heritage Project 

 

Quarter II 
 Literature & Feminism  

Big Idea:  Fate and Freedom 
III. Literature and what it means in Latin America 

a. In search of a common language: identifying regional linguistic 
similarities and differences 

b. Authors who have made significant literary, political and historical 
impacts on Latin America, such as Gabriel García Márquez, Julio 
Córtazar, Christina Garcia and Carlos Fuentes. 

c. García Márquez: excerpts from “Cien años de soledad” and “El 
coronel no tiene quien le escriba”. 

d. Julio Córtazar: “Segunda vez” 
e. Christina Garcia “Soñar en cubano” 
f. Carlos Fuentes “El espejo enterrado” 

 

Big Idea:  Change / Continuity 
IV. From a women’s perspective in Latin America: 

a. Ana Menéndez: excerpts from “In Cuba I was a German Shepherd” 
(in English) 

b. Women Presidents in Argentina and Chile 
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Quarter III  

From the Arts to Soccer in Latin America 
Big Idea:  Women: Evolution in Roles 

V. Traditional male-female roles in Latin America. 
a. Expectations of men and what was expected (and not) of women. 
b. How, when and where have changes come about in the traditional 

expectations of the genders. 
c. What implications lie ahead in Latin America based on these 

changes? 
 

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
VI. Movies and their themes in Latin America 

a. Compare and contrast with “Hollywood” 
b. Classics/current movies  

 
 

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
VII. Music 

a. Contemporary music and fusion of traditional with contemporary 
b. Argentine Milonga 
c. Cuban “son” (Afro-Cuban) and Buena Vista Social Club 

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
VIII. Dance 

a. Enduring popularity  
b. Ballet: Paloma Hererra (NYC Ballet via Argentina) 
c. Argentine Tango and its origins and place in the world today 
d. Peruvian Folk Dances 
e. Themes that are explored in theatrical works compared with 

Broadway 
f. Classics in each country  
g. Current play 

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
IX. Artistic expressions 

a. Art and its connection to real life in Latin America 
b. Muralists such as Diego Rivera, José Clemente Orozco 
c. Other artists such as Fernando Botero from Colombia and Frida 

Kahlo from Mexico. 

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
X. Soccer (fútbol) 

a. How soccer fans “live” the sport and their teams (la pasión, el 
hincha) 

b. Soccer as politics 

Quarter IV 
 Cuba & Reflection 

 
 

Big Idea:  Harmony and Dissonance 
XI. USA-Cuban relations 

a. How is the American-Cuban relationship different than that between 
the USA and other Latin American countries? 

b. How do other Latin American countries look upon Cuba? 
 

Big Idea:  Harmony and Dissonance 
XII. Hispanic impact in USA in the 21st

a. How has the Hispanic population enriched the USA? 
 Century 

b. Economically 
c. Culturally 
d. Linguistically 
e. Historically 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
:  

Grade 9-12 
Contemporary Issues in 
Latin America 

Topic:   Searching for a common yet distinct Latin American Identity  

Goal 1: The student will be able to write a well-organized essay in which they will  identify similarities    
and differences within the Hispanic world  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions:  
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

11 7.2 Strands A1, B2, B4, B5, C1 
 
1.1 Use new vocabulary in a 

variety of contexts. 
1.2 Sharpen listening and 

reading comprehension 
skills. 

1.3 Increase language 
accuracy. 

1.4 Improve oral skills with 
informal and formal 
speaking tasks. 

1.5 Improve writing skills with 
informal and formal writing 
tasks. Read and 
comprehend articles in 
newspapers from Latin 
America (La Nación, etc.). 

1.6 Read and discuss the 
issues concerning migrant 
workers here in the U.S. 

1.7 Identify historical and 
cultural landmarks in the 
USA that has origins in Latin 
America. 

1.8 Identify the economic impact 
of the Hispanic population in 
the USA. 

1.9 Identify the economic impact 
of Free Trade agreements 

• How do Latin American countries differ from each 
other? 

• What are some of the roots of these differences? 
• How does the use of Spanish identify one’s 

background? 
• Why is Latin America essential to the economic well 

being of the USA? 
• What does it mean to be Hispanic? 
• What role did Spain have in the New World? 
• How does the history and geography of a particular 

country influence the identity and culture today? 
• What is in today’s news (immigration, politics, other 

current issues)?   
• Why is the phrase “El / ella es más __________(fill in 

nationality) ahora que vive en los EEUU y no era tan 
así mientras vivía allá” so appropriate. (Translation: 
He/she is more __________ [nationality] now than 
when he/she lived there.) 

• How has my identity changed now that I am 
assimilating more and more in the USA? 

• How has the Hispanic population enriched the USA in 
terms of the economy, the culture, the language and 
the history of the USA? 

 
Enduring Understandings:  
• Each Latin American country has it’s own distinct 

history and culture, as well as it’s own “cosmovision” 
(way of looking at the world).  

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Sources for all activities listed: 
[http://lib.nmsu.edu/staff/mmolloy/laguia/lag1.html] 
Abriendo Paso Gramática 
La Nación Online 
Clarín Online 
www.BBCmundo.com 
Other regional authentic sources (online 
newspapers) 
Carlos Fuentes “El otro” (excerpts) 
• Geography of Latin America: working with maps 
• Expand essential vocabulary—Conversación y 

Repaso p48 
• Write practice sentences using the new 

vocabulary 
• Reading comprehension (Fuentes; El espejo 

enterrado) Spain, the Moors, influence on Latin 
America. 

http://www.bbcmundo.com/�
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
:  

Grade 9-12 
Contemporary Issues in 
Latin America 

Topic:   Searching for a common yet distinct Latin American Identity  

Goal 1: The student will be able to write a well-organized essay in which they will  identify similarities    
and differences within the Hispanic world  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions:  
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

with our Latin American 
neighbors. 

 

• In addition, Latin America and it’s people have 
enriched the United States in many ways, such as 
culturally, historically and economically.  

• Video: “La misma luna” (Under the same Moon) 
 
Interpersonal 

• Jeopardy vocabulary and content 

(Knowledge, Application, 
Comprehension) 

• Create dialogues about what it means to be 
from your country. 

• Inside-outside circle:  Getting to know you – 
inside circle asks questions about daily life in a 
student’s home or adopted country, and outside 
circle responds.  Reverse roles. 

• Do a scavenger hunt to find students with 
common interests and from common 
backgrounds. 

• Create true/false statements about a partner 
and have class guess correct answers. 

 
Interpretive 
• Create a time-line of your country’s history. 

(Evaluation, Synthesis) 

• Create a time-line of your life tied into your 
“home country” and your new “home country” 

• Read a partner’s essay about themselves and 
peer edit. 

• Listen to an audio tape of someone describing 
their country. 

• Compare and contrast your interests to a 
relative’s interests back in your home country or 
alternatively, compare and contrast yourself to 
the interests of another student or friend who is 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
:  

Grade 9-12 
Contemporary Issues in 
Latin America 

Topic:   Searching for a common yet distinct Latin American Identity  

Goal 1: The student will be able to write a well-organized essay in which they will  identify similarities    
and differences within the Hispanic world  

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions:  
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

“Hispanohablante.” 
 
Presentational 
• Create a diamond poem about yourself: 

(Synthesis) 

      Noun 
      2 adjectives 
      3 verbs 
      Phrase or sentence 
      Noun that either is a synonym or an antonym of       
      the original noun 
 
• National Hispanic Heritage Project (in 

conjunction with ESL class). Students will 
create a multi media presentation on Unesco 
sites within their home countries as it relates to 
Latin America. 

• Where possible, an ACTFL rubric will be used 
to assess performance on any of the above. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Chronological Highlights of Selected Countries 

Goal 2:  The student will be able to identify historical highlights of Latin American countries 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

11 7.2 Strands A1, B5, C1 
 
2.1 Create a time-line of each 

country. 
2.2 Speak about historical 

events using appropriate 
past tenses. 

2.3 Make predictions and 
inferences based on 
historical events 

2.4 Think critically about events, 
formulate “what if” 
scenarios. 

2.5 Read and analyze the article 
“Ya empezó el cambio en 
política exterior” (Morales; 
La Nación). 

2.6 Present information about 
relationships between Latin 
American countries. 

2.7 Make inferences and 
predictions about USA-Latin 
American countries 
relationships. 

2.8 Identify and describe World 
Heritage sites. 

2.9 Discuss the importance of a 
preserved site to a 
community. 

2.10 Create your own Unesco 

• How does the history of Latin American countries 
relate to one another? 

• How does the geography of each country impact 
on its history? 

• What are the political relationships between each 
country in Latin America? 

• What are political relationships between the USA 
and each country in Latin America? 

• What challenges face the region with respect to 
Venezuela under Chávez, Bolivia under Morales 
and Cuba with the Castro brothers? (This theme 
will be re-visited throughout the year, as it is an on-
going event.) 

• Why is the preservation of certain sites important to  
us? 

• How do the Unesco World Heritage Sites impact 
Latin America today? 

• What is the importance of historical sites being 
named as a World Heritage Site? 

• How have the preservation of these sites impacted 
the economy of a country? 

•  
Enduring Understandings: 

The history, geography and politics have impacted the 
region in numerous ways. The USA and Latin America 
have come to depend on each other economically and 
culturally. Latin America has a rich “treasure” of 
historical sites that have been preserved, and any that 
haven’t should be, as historical and cultural markers for 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Resources for all activities listed: 
Abriendo Paso Gramática 
Maps 
Google Earth 
Time line 
Other Internet sources 
Traditional library resources 
Article: “Ya empezó el cambio en política exterior” 
by Joaquín Morales Solá for La Nación, 11/21/07 
Quizzes and test 
Vocabulary production (History and geography) 
Use of appropriate tenses for conversing about 
historical events 
 
Interpersonal 

• Compare and contrast their home 
countries to other countries in the region 

(Analysis and Application) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Chronological Highlights of Selected Countries 

Goal 2:  The student will be able to identify historical highlights of Latin American countries 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

site and defend your 
reasons. 

 

generations to come. by working in small groups in the media 
center to conduct their research. Students 
will divide up tasks and report back to their 
group leader and to the teacher as each 
task is completed. 

•  Students will write a reflection piece in 
which they defend why a particular site is 
of importance to them. 

 
Interpretive 

• Students will write sentences in which they 
express opinions, make inferences or refer 
to sources to present a case for common 
links between countries in Latin America. 

(Evaluation and Application)) 

• Students will make predictions about 
relations between the USA and certain 
Latin American countries based on 
scenarios studied in current events or 
editorial comments. 

 
Presentational 

• Present time line poster to class. Teacher 
to provide a template in order to insure an 
accurate comparison from one project to 
another. 

(Application) 

 
ACTFL rubrics to be used for assessments. 
 
 
Resources for all activities listed: 
World Heritage Site maps (Media resources) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Nation and People 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Chronological Highlights of Selected Countries 

Goal 2:  The student will be able to identify historical highlights of Latin American countries 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Graphic organizers listing criteria for why a site was 
selected 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Fate and Freedom 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Literature in Latin America  

Goal 3: The student will be able to understand the nature of Latin American politics as expressed in literature 
from authors from Colombia, Argentina and other regional powers. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

11 7.2 Strands A3, B4, C1 
 
3.1 Analyze and discuss Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez’ literary 
contributions. 

3.2 Interpret the use of “Magical 
realism” in the works of 
Garcia Marquez. 

3.3 Discuss Colombia as 
portrayed in the authors’ 
literature.  

3.4 Talk and write about how 
Argentina lost its 
democracy, only to regain it 
in the late 1980’s. 
(Reinserción democrática) 

3.5 Discuss “Peronism” and the 
dangers of certain political 
ideologies. 

3.6 Reflect on the culture as 
described in the literature. 

3.7 Describe the times as 
depicted in the literature. 

3.8 Discuss the politics 
described in the literature. 

 

• How does Garcia Marquez use “Magical realism” to 
depict the lives of ordinary Colombians? 

• What can be learned about the perspective of Latin 
Americans toward the USA as expressed in literature? 

• How does art imitate life (exploring fiction to find 
meaning in real-life)? 

• How do certain political ideologies, which gained 
prominence 70 years ago, struggle to remain relevant 
today in Latin America? 

• What does the short story “Segunda vez” tell us about 
the nature of dictatorships? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

Literature is said to be universal in certain areas, such 
as themes. But themes in Latin America take on a 
different context altogether, as many of the countries in 
the region are undergoing profound changes even 
while some traditional thoughts and ways of life are 
being clung to by a proud older generation. The 
literature of Latin America often times reflects this 
cultural chism, addressing the needs of townsfolk who 
live in a bygone era, while the cities beckon with new 
opportunities as well as new temptations. Students will 
come to understand why generation gaps exist and 
how they exist in Latin America. Morevover, literature in 
Latin American reflects political struggles, both at home 
and abroad. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it 
must be of equal or better quality and at the same or 
higher cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the form 
of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, oral 
reports, booklets, or other formats of measurement 
used by the teacher. 
 
Excerpts from Gabriel Garcia Marquez novels, “Cien 
años de soledad” and “El coronel no tiene quien le 
escriba”  
Julio Cortázar “Segunda vez”, “Continuidad de los 
parques” 
Excerpts from La novela de Peron (Tomás Eloy 
Martinez) 
Other authors as selected by students (and after 
approval by Board of Education). 
 

• Pre-reading and post reading strategies 
• Adopt a reflective attitude towards reading 

comprehension 
• Analyze symbolism and metaphors  
• Quizzes and test (reading and listening 

comprehension, oral, writing) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Fate and Freedom 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Literature in Latin America  

Goal 3: The student will be able to understand the nature of Latin American politics as expressed in literature 
from authors from Colombia, Argentina and other regional powers. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

Interpersonal (Evaluation) 
Students to discuss issues which face their own home 
country or adopted country. 
 
Interpretive (Evaluation and Synthesis) 
Students will work in small groups to discuss the 
relationship between literature and politics in Latin 
America. 
 
Presentational 

 

(Knowledge) 
Students will create a series of posters showing how 
literature and real life politics intersect. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Change/Continuity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Women in the political arena 

Goal 4: The student will be able to summarize describing the challenges which face women presidents in Latin 
American countries. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

11 7.2 Strands A1, A3, B4, C1 
 
4.1 Identify female Presidents in 

Chile and Argentina. 
4.2 Discuss the changing 

attitudes toward women in 
positions of power. 

4.3 Read and write about 
women in the workplace. 

4.4 Demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
changing of the traditional 
roles women played in 
society and contrast with 
today’s expectations. (Via a 
news broadcast simulation) 

 

• What are some of the challenges facing female 
Presidents in Latin America? 

• How have traditionally chauvinistic societies 
embraced female Heads of State in Latin America? 

• In what ways do female Heads of State in Latin 
America affect our relations with those countries 
who have elected women as President? 

• How has feminist literature helped to create 
meaningful and lasting change in how women are 
perceived in Latin America? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

 The role of women in politics in Latin America has 
changed dramatically. In some ways, Latin American 
countries have progressed further than the USA. For 
instance, just in the past two years, Chile and 
Argentina have elected female presidents, something 
the USA has not yet done.  

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, it 
must be of equal or better quality and at the same or 
higher cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the form 
of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, oral 
reports, booklets, or other formats of measurement 
used by the teacher. 
 
La Nación Online plus archived articles and editorials 
Clarín Online 
Chilean TV News programs on line 
www.bbcmundo.com 
Excerpt from Puerto de Sol Audio on C. Kirchner 
Current events (read, investigate, reflect and present to 
class) 
Pre and post reading questions 
Quizzes and Test (written, reading, listening and 
speaking) 
Schaum’s grammar (for review) 
Spanish Grammy Music sites 
Vocabulary: compare and contrast Argentine use of 
Spanish with the rest of Latin America (and Spain) 
 
Interpersonal 

• Throw a sponge ball to a student. Give the 
Argentine vocabulary word to a student and 
he/she will give a synomyn in Spanish. After 

(Application) 

http://www.bbcmundo.com/�
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Change/Continuity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Women in the political arena 

Goal 4: The student will be able to summarize describing the challenges which face women presidents in Latin 
American countries. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

going around the room twice, ask for antonyms. 
• Teacher gives two historical and current events 

to each student. Student will respond with the 
correct country in which the events took place. 

 
Interpretive 

• Students will write an essay detailing the 
challenges which are faced by women as 
presidents of countries in Latin America (Chile 
and Argentina) 

(Synthesis, Evaluation) 

 
Presentational 

• Students will create a news broadcast in which 
they will discuss election results in Chile and 
Argentina (announcing Bachelet and Kirchner’s 
victories) and then will provide commentary 
and editorial opinions. 

(Analysis) 

 
ACTFL rubrics to be used for assessments. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Women:  Evolution in Roles 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic:  From a women’s perspective in Latin America 

Goal 5: The student will be able to identify the changing roles of women in Latin American societies. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4  7.2 Strands A3, B3, B5, C1 
 
5.1 Read about Sor Juana Inés 

de la Cruz and compare and 
contrast life for women in 
the 17th century to life in the 
21st

5.2 Respond to critical thinking 
questions. 

. 

5.3 Engage in classroom 
debates 

 

• What were the traditional male-female roles in 
Latin America? 

• What was expected of men and what was 
expected (and not) of women? 

• How, when and where have changes come about 
in the traditional expectations of the genders? 

• What implications lie ahead in Latin America 
based on these changes? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
The traditional role of women in Latin America has 

undergone some profound changes as economic 
pressures, cultural influences from Europe and the 
USA have made their marks felt. No longer are women 
expected to necessarily and solely raise children. 
Increasingly, women are expected to either assist the 
family economically, or whenever possible, continue 
their education in the hopes of a better life. 

 
GRASPS: Literary Hall of Fame: The Council of Arts and 
Letters has announced the creation of a new Hall of Fame 
to honor Latin American authors. As the class will have 
read selected works from several authors, each student will 
submit a nomination for one author whom they believe to 
be worthy of nomination for enshrinement to the Hall. 
Students will write an essay which will include excerpts 
from the author’s works, rationale for recommending the 
author, and any other salient bibliographical information 
which puts into context his or her writings. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Resources used for the activities: 
Civilización y Cultura (Sandstedt, Kite; Thomson 
and Heinle, 9th edition) 
On line newspaper articles, archived articles 
Excerpts from Ana Menendez “In Cuba I was a 
German Shepherd”. (In English) 
Emma Zunz (Borges) 
Quizzes and test 
Short answer responses to critical thinking 
questions 
 
Interpersonal 

• Prepare for and participate in a classroom 
debate on issues based on gender roles 
and expectations in society. 

(Knowledge, Application) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Women:  Evolution in Roles 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic:  From a women’s perspective in Latin America 

Goal 5: The student will be able to identify the changing roles of women in Latin American societies. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Interpretive 

• Students will write an essay comparing and 
contrasting the changing roles of women in 
Argentine and Chilean society. 

(Analysis, Evaluation) 
 

• Discuss women at all levels of society and 
what can be said about their roles in the 
specific and their lives in general.  

 
Presentational 

• Students will create a multi media 
presentation in which they discuss, 
compare and contrast, and highlight 
changes in ways in which women perceive 
themselves in Argentine and Chilean 
societies. A part of the presentation will 
consist of a poster, which will be displayed 
in the room for several days. 

(Synthesis) 
 

 
ACTFL rubrics to be used for assessments 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Latin American movie themes 

Goal 6: The student will be able to Latin American movies to USA movies. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 7.2 Strands A-C 
 
6.1 Reflect on a movie’s       

theme and discuss and write 
about it critically. 

6.2  Apply prior knowledge and 
then make predictions about 
the central plot of a movie. 

6.3  Create alternate endings    
and dialogues that simulate 
life in their own homeland. 
(Via an “original homemade 
short film”) 

 

• How are conceptual ideas alike and different between 
USA movies and Latin American movies? 

• What can be learned about a country and the citizens 
of a country via movies? 

• How is the immigration issue dealt with in movies? 
• What are some of the underlying themes in political 

and historical movies in Latin America? 
• How is family life depicted in Latin America via film? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 

Films reflect life. (Art imitates life, as the saying goes.) 
More so in Latin America than perhaps in mainstream 
Hollywood movies, Latin American films tend to be 
psychodramas which depict on many levels the lives of 
ordinary people. By contrast to Hollywood fantasy, 
Latin American movies tend to deal with the hardships 
and the uncertainty of life. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
Sources for all activities listed below: 
Current events in the world of movies (on-line 
newspaper sources) 
Movies: The Official Story, El otro lado, Lugares 
communes  
 
Vocabulary presentation 
Venn Diagram 
Dialogue (written by students) 
Create a short film and present to class based on a 
theme of the unit 
Quizzes and tests 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students will make comparisons between 

(Comprehension and Evaluation) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Latin American movie themes 

Goal 6: The student will be able to Latin American movies to USA movies. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

plots and characters in a movie to their own 
experiences. 

• Review and critique a film of their own 
choosing, based on a theme of the unit 

 
Interpretive 

• Analyze a film for its symbolism and 
metaphors, show how are relationships 
among people are depicted and how are 
values and mores dramatized. 

(Analysis) 
 

 
Presentational 

• Students will present a short film which they 
have created. The class will respond 
critically by discussing the themes implicit in 
the student created film and compare and 
contrast to that of a professionally created 
film or documentary. 

(Application) 
 

 
ACTFL rubrics to be used for assessments 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Traditional and contemporary Latin American music 

Goal 7: The student will be able to distinguish pieces of Latin American music by country and genre. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 7.2 Strands A3, B2, B4, C1 
 
7.1 Identify music by genre and 

region. 
7.2 Interpret song lyrics to 

discuss cultural, political and 
historical references. 

7.3 Create and if possible 
record an original song 

 
• What does traditional music tell us about a 

country? 
• How does music reflect the life and times of a 

people? 
• How is traditional music reflected in contemporary 

music and how is contemporary music influenced 
by traditional music? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Music reflects the identity of a people, their hopes and 

aspirations, their fantasies and their fears. Therefore, 
music goes beyond just mere entertainment, it is a 
creative and artistic form of expression and a very 
important and essential means of communication. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Resources for all activities listed: 
Quizzes and test 
Recorded music samples of Tango and Milonga 
from Argentina, Caribbean Music, fusion of different 
styles, Buena Vista Social Club, Brazilian Samba. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Analyze in pairs song lyrics by Gardel, 
Shakira, Buena Vista Social Club, Samba 

(Analysis) 

 
Interpretive

• Use a graphic organizer to discuss themes, 
word and phrase choices and moods. 

 (Evaluation) 

• Students will discover how music is a part 
of the fabric of a peoples and its role within 
society. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Traditional and contemporary Latin American music 

Goal 7: The student will be able to distinguish pieces of Latin American music by country and genre. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Presentational 
• Present findings to the class, building on 

themes from throughout the school year to 
date. 

(Synthesis) 

 
ACTFL rubrics to be used for assessments. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Theater and dance 
:  

9-12  
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Theater and dance 

Goal 8: The student will be able to critique a Latin American play or dance performance. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 7.2 Strands A4, B2, B3, B4, C1 
 
8.1 Describe themes and 

qualities that are unique to 
Latin American plays 

8.2 Demonstrate dances from 
various Latin American 
countries 

8.3 Write a well-organized 
critique, in journalistic style, 
of a dance performance or 
of a play 

8.4 Understand the origins of 
the Tango and how it has 
evolved from being a dance 
“indigenous” to a specific 
“barrio” in Buenos Aires to 
it’s place in the world today 
(NYC, France, etc.) 

• What qualities are unique to a Latin American play? 
• What can be learned about relationships between a 

peoples based on plays and dances? 
• How has Tango impacted Argentine culture? 
• What is behind the enduring Peruvian Folk Dance 

movement? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 

In much the same way as films and music, theater and 
dance go beyond mere expressions of one’s talent. At 
different moments in a country’s history, theater and 
dance have walked a fine line between what the 
writer’s and producers wanted to depict and what the 
official censors would allow. In a free and open society, 
theater and dance need not necessarily have a political 
message, yet in times of censorship all forms of art can 
serve as a conduit for expressing opinions. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
Resources for all activities listed: 
 
On line newspaper entertainment sections 
DVD, CD and other resources to show and provide 
auditory experiences of theater and dance in Latin 
America 
Quizzes and test 
Demonstration 
Field Trip (if possible) to a dance or theater 
repertory 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students will watch and listen and “take in” 
the full experience of the performing arts. 

(Comprehension and Analysis) 

 
Interpretive 

• Students will watch a ballet and from its 
(Analysis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Theater and dance 
:  

9-12  
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Theater and dance 

Goal 8: The student will be able to critique a Latin American play or dance performance. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

movements, analyze and critique, while 
showing an appreciation for the artistic 
expression.  

 
Presentational 

• Students to present to the class via film 
clips they create or via an actual dance, 
dances native to their countries. 

(Synthesis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Latin American artists 

Goal 9: The student will be able to analyze and interpret works of art by Latin American artists 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 7.2 Strands A3, B2, B4, B5, C1 
 
9.1 Describe how Kahlo, Botero, 

Orozco and Rivera depict 
life in their countries. 

9.2  Compare and contrast early 
20th

9.3 Speak of current art trends 
in Latin American galleries. 

 century cultural life in 
Mexico and USA via Kahlo’s 
work. 

9.4 Speak of how art is reflected 
in current culture (weaving 
and pottery).<Enter 
objectives here.> 

 

• How has the lives and times of famous Latin 
American artists influenced their art? 

• What can be learned from artists such as Botero, 
Rivera, Orozco and Kahlo? 

• How do the countries of each of the above artists 
honor their work? 

• How do weaving and pottery traditions reflect the 
history of a people and the culture of a people? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

Latin American artists have in some respects seen their 
art underappreciated, especially during their own 
lifetimes. But as Latin America continues to make its 
presence known to the world, art from the region has 
become more well known and appreciated for the talent 
of the artistic creation as well as for the expression and 
message in the works of art. 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
 
Activate prior knowledge through visuals of artist’s 
works of art, using graphic organizers 
Current events (if available) or archived news 
stories from online sources of these artists 
Abriendo Paso “Fernando Botero, espejo convexo” 
by Patricia Venti  (Diaz, Nadel, Collins, Prentice 
Hall,  
Exceprt from Puerta de Sol Audio tape on Botero 
Pre and post reading exercises and strategies 
Vocabulary specific to art and artists 
Clips of various movies and videos on the artists 
Quizzes and test 
Essay 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Latin American artists 

Goal 9: The student will be able to analyze and interpret works of art by Latin American artists 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

Interpersonal 
• Students to reflect on what the artist and 

their art means to them. 

(Evaluation) 

• Students will work in pairs to create a 
presentational activity (see below). 

 
Interpretive 

• Students to reflect and analyze how certain 
works of art inspire and inspired change in 
Latin America. 

(Analysis) 

Presentational 
• Students will work in pairs to create a Power 

Point presentation on an artist that most 
inspires them. 

(Synthesis) 

• Alternative presentation forum: to an ESL class 
or the AP or Spanish IV class, if schedules 
coincide. 

 
ACTFL rubrics to be used for assessments.  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12  
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Role of soccer (fútbol) in Latin American society. 

Goal 10: The student will be able to understand the role that fútbol (soccer) plays in Latin American 
society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 7.2 Strands A3, A4, B1, B2, B4, 
B5, C1 
 
10.1 Students will be able to 

discuss soccer using the 
vocabulary and cultural cues 
relevant to the sport. 

10.2 Students will be able to write 
a newspaper article using 
action words. 

 
• Why is fútbol (soccer) so important in Latin 

American society? 
• How are teams organized in Latin America and 

how does this organization differ from how teams 
are organized in the USA? 

• What are the implications to society of the 
organizational models used in countries such as 
Argentina? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Soccer is more than just a game to millions of Latin 

Americans. While in some countries such as Cuba and 
Venezuela baseball takes center stage, the passion for 
soccer flows through the veins of people in Argentina, 
Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Uruguay, Paraguay, Peru 
and Chile. The passion at times over steps boundaries: 
what should be a mere source of pride often spills into 
violence in the stands as “hinchas” (fans) many times 
battle out in the open, both inside as well as outside of 
stadiums.    

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Sources: El Gráfico (Argentina) 
T y C Sports channel (if available via Internet or TV) 
On line newspapers such as La Nación, Clarín and 
Olé (the latter if available on on line) 
Team web sites (for Boca Juniors and River Plate, 
Peñarol, Chivas) 
 
Current events in the world of sports 
Quizzes and test 
Research Project 
 
Interpersonal 

• Analysis of soccer and how it affects the 
relationship between people. 

(Analysis and Evaluation) 

• Discussion of the role that soccer plays in 
the countries of each student in the class. 

• Students will play an on-line soccer game, 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea: Culture and Creativity 
:  

9-12  
Contemporary Issues 

Topic: Role of soccer (fútbol) in Latin American society. 

Goal 10: The student will be able to understand the role that fútbol (soccer) plays in Latin American 
society. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

choosing their own dream team and play a 
tournament between them (Copa Mundial). 

 
Interpretive 

• Reading and integration of the above listed 
sources into a classroom debate on the 
effects of sports on the national psyche, the 
economic impact, the politics of the sport. 

(Analysis, Evaluation, Synthesis) 

• Reflecting on the colors of each team, the 
songs sung by the fans (hinchas) of each 
team and the identification of each team to 
the barrio in which the team plays its home 
games. 

 
Presentational 

• Students will present a multi media 
presentation (working in small groups) on a 
team of their choice. 

(Synthesis) 

 
ACTFL rubrics for assessments 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Harmony and Dissonance 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic:  USA – Cuban Relations 

Goal 11: The student will be able to explain the political relationship between the USA and Cuba. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

11 7.2 Strands A2, A3, B5, C1 
 
11.1 Identify the political 

differences that exist 
between the USA and Cuba. 

11.2 Discuss how Castro rose to 
power. 

11.3 Name the presidents of the 
USA since 1959. 

11.4 Discuss the embargo and 
what it has meant to the 
Cuban population both at 
home and abroad. 

11.5 Comprehend the meaning of 
the Cold War as it played 
out in Cuba between the 
USA, USSR and Cuba. 

 

 
• What is at the center of the USA-Cuba political 

divide? 
• What role did the Soviet Union play in Cuba as it 

relates to the USA? 
• How have Cubans in Cuba adapted to life under 

the Castro brothers? 
• What does the future hold for USA-Cuban 

relations? 
• What impact do Cuban exiles living in the USA 

have on USA politics and policies as they relate to 
Cuba? 

• What does Cuba and Venezuela have in common, 
how do they differ and what are the challenges 
they pose for the region and for the USA? 

 
Enduring Understandings: 

USA and Cuban relations have been extremely 
confrontational since the early 1960’s. Now that Fidel 
Castro has ceded power to his brother Raul, what 
changes are in the offing if any?  Will the lives of 
ordinary Cubans improve or will they continue to battle 
poverty? The essence of the discussion of the USA-
Cuba relationship has the potential to shape foreign 
relations in the region for years to come. Will Chavez in 
Venezuela wield power in the Southern Hemisphere, or 
will the new USA president, to be inaugurated in 
January of 2009 cause a paradigm shift? 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Excerpt from “Soñar en cubano” by Christina 
Garcia. 
Excerpt from “In Cuba I was a German Shepherd” 
by Ana Menendez (in English) 
Read and present on-line articles dealing with USA-
Cuban relations. Analyze and debate issues that 
arise from these sources. 
Utilizing primary and secondary source material to 
form opinions and gain insights into why the 
relations are strained.  
Reading comprehension questions. 
Small-group presentations of the story, the political 
backdrop, future relations, Cold War politics. 
Quizzes and test (written, oral, reading 
comprehension, listening comprehension) 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students will practice pre-reading and post 
(Analysis) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Harmony and Dissonance 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic:  USA – Cuban Relations 

Goal 11: The student will be able to explain the political relationship between the USA and Cuba. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

reading strategies. 
• Small group research: students will explore 

the embargo and the goals of the Cuban 
exiles living in Florida and elsewhere in the 
USA. 

 
Interpretive 

• Students will read the Garcia story and tell 
in their own words the meaning of the story, 
on various levels (political, cultural, 
historical). Students will refer back to the 
video “La misma luna” to make 
comparisons between Pilar in “Soñar en 
cubano” and Carlitos in “La misma luna”. 

(Analysis, Synthesis, 
Comprehension) 

• Students will discuss at what lengths they 
would go to live a better life.  

• Using transparencies, students will analyze 
the vocabulary of the chapter and how 
certain vocabulary words are “native” to 
Cuba.  

 
Presentational (Application and Synthesis) 
 

• Students will present the “native Cuban 
vocabulary” to the class, pointing out 
comparisons and contrasts between Cuban 
“Spanish” and Spanish in other Latin 
American countries. 

• Students will present themes and subjects 
as learned throughout the unit to the class. 
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Grade Level/Subject

Big Idea:  Harmony and Dissonance 
:  

9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Topic:  USA – Cuban Relations 

Goal 11: The student will be able to explain the political relationship between the USA and Cuba. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

ACTFL rubrics to be used for assessments. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Big Idea:  Harmony and Dissonance 

Topic: Impact on USA today. 

Goal 12: The students will be able to summarize, synthesize and interpret the role of Hispanics in the 
USA today and in the foreseeable future. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions. 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

11 7.2 Strands A1, B1, B2, B3, B4, 
B5, C1, C2 
 
12.1 Describe the various ways 

in which Latin Americans 
have impacted the USA. 

12.2 Discuss how the 
relationships between the 
USA and Latin America has 
evolved over the years and 
make predictions for the 
future. 

 
• What are some of the ways in which Hispanics have 

enriched the history and culture of the USA? 
• What impact does the Hispanic population have on the 

economy of the USA? 
• How has the Hispanic population become a force in 

politics in the USA today? 
• How has the Hispanic population become a force in the 

marketing of products in the USA today? 
• How has the Spanish language influenced education, 

the media and communication in the USA today? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 

The Hispanic population in th USA is currently enjoying 
economic freedoms that they had never experienced 
previously, but it all comes at a cost as families are split 
up due to migration northward, leaving behind elders or 
the too young to fend for themselves, waiting for 
monetary assistance to be sent home. There are many 
issues involved, at many levels, and only time will tell 
how it will all play out. In the meantime, lawmakers in 
the USA have put together a hodgepodge of laws 
regarding the status of immigrants in this country. At 
the same time, critics of Latin American countries 
maintain that their own governments have a role to play 
in the exodus of Hispanics to the USA. 
 

GRASPS:  
The school newspaper is looking to reach out to new 
readers, by providing a forum for students to write reflective 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided in this 
document are suggestions for the teacher. If the 
teacher chooses to develop his/her own model, 
it must be of equal or better quality and at the 
same or higher cognitive levels (as noted in 
parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, the 
assessment questions may be answered in the 
form of essays, quizzes, mobiles, PowerPoint, 
oral reports, booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
Resources for all activities listed: 
Selected works by Carlos Fuentes (essays, 
excerpts from other writings, videos) 
USA Census data 
CIA Fact book (on line) 
On line newspapers 
On line news and documentaries 
 
Essays 
Quizzes and Tests 
Worksheets 
Small group discovery 
 
Interpersonal (Evaluation) 

• Students will reflect back on the school year 
and write an essay entitled “What it now 
means to me to be Hispanic in the 21st 
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Grade Level/Subject:  
9-12 
Contemporary Issues 

Big Idea:  Harmony and Dissonance 

Topic: Impact on USA today. 

Goal 12: The students will be able to summarize, synthesize and interpret the role of Hispanics in the 
USA today and in the foreseeable future. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions. 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

pieces about their families. Students will create a well-
organized article for the school newspaper in which they 
include interviews of family members living in the USA as 
well as of members who live abroad, detailing all relevant 
experiences. In addition, students must include references 
to each topic as discussed in class, from literature to 
sports, from politics to the changing role of women in 
society. 

century.” 
 
Interpretive (Comprehension and Synthesis) 

• Students will write about traditional and 
contemporary roles in Hispanic society, 
comparing and contrasting them between 
20th and 21st

 
Presentational (Application and Synthesis) 

 century expectations. 

• Students will create a multi media 
presentation based on their essays and 
present to class. 

 
ACTFL rubrics will be used to assess all projects. 
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Contemporary Issues in Latin America 
 

COURSE BENCHMARKS 
 

 
The student will be able to: 
 
1. Write an essay describing what it is to be Hispanic, in the USA or in any of the countries studied throughout the school 

year in this course. 
 
2. Compare and contrast the realities and the myths surrounding immigration and acculturation issues in the USA. 
 
3. Analyze literature, art and plays and the relevance to the themes of a Hispanic identity in Latin America, including regions 

of the USA where the Hispanic influence is felt. 
 
4. Read and comprehend the world view as expressed in the literature of famous and influential Latin American authors. 
 
5. Read, comprehend, discuss and analyze the news, and relating today’s current events to events in the past and making 

predictions about the future. 
 
6. Write an issue, create a Power Point presentation or in any other presentational format comparing Latin American 

countries based on politics and influence in the region. 
 
7. Discuss the changing roles of women in Latin America, comparing and contrasting these roles with a historical 

perspective and an eye on the future. 
 
8. Compare and contrast authors within a time period and region and among time periods. 
 
9. Interpret Latin American customs and perspectives on the environment, feminism, lifestyles, culture and politics. 
 
10.  Demonstrate an understanding of how culture and language interact and intersect in defining one’s identity. 
 
11.  Create a short story, based in a country within the region studied, using symbolism, advanced grammar structures and a 

flowing narrative to explore a region of the Latin American experience. 
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