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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 
Mission 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 
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INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The Monroe K – 12 School District recognizes the global environment of our world and the subsequent need for world language 

skills.  Italian IA will be offered as a world language option to all middle school students in the Monroe K – 12 School District.  As a 
planned program of instruction, the course provides students with an introduction to the Italian language and an opportunity to develop 
a basic cultural competency.  Although communication skills will be emphasized, students participating in this course will also learn 
other facets of language study including vocabulary, grammar, idiomatic sayings, proverbs, culture, and geography.  Participation in this 
course will encourage students to become more versatile citizens of a global world by enabling them to communicate with other Italian 
– speaking citizens. 

 
 
The primary beliefs of this philosophy are: 
• A person who studies a world language gains empathy and increased tolerance towards others as a result of a broadened 

worldview that comes from learning about other cultures and peoples. 
• A person who studies a world language gains a better understanding of and appreciation for one’s own native language as 

well as the increased capacity to learn related world languages. 
• A person who studies a world language benefits from improved critical thinking skills and creativity. 
• A person who studies a world language increases performance in all aspects of learning, especially language acquisition, 

reading, and social studies. 
• A person who studies a world language produces higher ACT and SAT scores. 
• A person who studies a world language is more competitive in the global marketplace. 
• A person who studies a world language and culture examines one’s own personal values as well as civic responsibilities. 
 

Educational Goals 
 

1. To recognize Italian as a major world language 
2. To explore everyday uses for the Italian language 
3. To demonstrate competency in the use of spoken Italian 
4. To compare Italian regional differences and dialects 
5. To initiate lifelong interest in the Italian language and culture 
6. To engage students in real – life situations in which they can utilize the Italian language 
7. To engage students in meaningful activities using the Italian language 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about World Language Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages was revised in 2004.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district 
servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages may also be found at:  
http://www.nj.gov/njded/cccs/s7_wl.htm 
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Italian IA Grade 7 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 
 
 

Quarter I 
I. Celebrating Italian Heritage 
 a.  Set up the purpose for studying Italian 
 b.  Recognize and Discuss Cultural Differences Between Italian and American Culture 
 c.  Italian Culture in the U.S. 
 d.  Forms of Introductions and Salutations 
 
 

Quarter II 
II. A Matter of Time 
 a.  Present Tense of Regular and Irregular Verb Patterns 
 b.  Adjectives to Describe One’s Self and Others 
 c.  Schedules and Events 
 d.  Expressions of Time 
 e.  Count 0 - 100 
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Quarter III 

III. Out and About 
 a.  Weather Patterns in Italy 
 b.  Using a Map 
 c.  Italian Family 
 d.  Expressions of Ownership 
 
 

Quarter IV 
IV. Strictly Personal 
 a.  Describing the Home and Home Life 
 b.  Eating and Dining Customs in Italy 
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Topic:  Celebrating Italian Culture and Heritage Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 1: The student will be able to identify aspects of the Italian cultural influence on the world. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

4 1.1. Identify countries where 
Italian is spoken. 

1.2. Discuss regional diversity in 
Italy and the location of 
towns. 

1.3. Discuss the influence of 
Italian culture in the U.S. 
(7.1.C.3; 7.2.A.1, 7.2.A.3, 
7.2.A.4, 7.2.B.1) 

• What are the reasons for studying Italian? 
• In what major ways does the Italian culture contribute to the world? 
 
 
 
 

• Handouts 
• Maps 
• Pictures 
• Materials to make a poster 

 
Interpretive 

• Students identify Italian 
regions using a map. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Working in small groups, 
students brainstorm to 
identify the influence of the 
Italian culture on the world. 
 
Presentational 

• Each student will prepare 
and present a poster to 
illustrate an influential 
personality or aspect of 
Italian culture. 
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric. 
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Topic:  Celebrating Italian Culture and Heritage Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 2: The student will be able to recite the alphabet phonetically and pronounce Italian first names. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

4 2.1. Correctly recite the Italian 
alphabet 

2.2. Recognize letters of the 
English alphabet that are 
not formally part of the 
Italian alphabet. 

2.3. Phonetically pronounce 
some Italian words and spell 
the words using city names 
to represent the letters.  i.e. 
“N as in Napoli” 

2.4. Use the alphabet to spell 
common Italian first names. 

2.5. Use the alphabet to spell the 
student’s first and last name 
in Italian. 

2.6. Acquire orthographic 
proficiency. 
(7.1.A.2; 7.2.A.2, 7.1.B.2; 
7.2.B.1, 7.2.C.2) 

• What is the Italian alphabet? 
Letters that are not formally present in the Italian alphabet, but found in the 
English alphabet. 
Common Italian male and female first names. 
How to spell the student’s own name in Italian using the Italian alphabet. 

 

• Italian alphabet handout 
• Italian common first names 

handouts 
• Listening activities 

 
Interpretive: 

• Students will recognize 
dictation of Italian words 
 
Interpersonal 

• Teacher will orally spell 
students’ last names and 
ask them to raise their 
hands when they recognize 
their name. 
 
Presentational 

• Students will hold their own 
Spelling Bee as a form of 
assessment for the 
teacher. 

• Students will recite the 
Italian alphabet using a 
familiar tune of their own 
choice.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric. 
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Topic:  Celebrating Italian Culture and Heritage Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 3: The student will be able to use verbal and written forms of meetings, greetings and 
introduction. 

Su
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

4 3.1. Greet people both formally 
and informally. 

3.2. Make introductions in Italian. 
3.3. Imitate Italian gestures to 

understand meeting and 
greeting customs in Italian. 

3.4. Apply appropriate titles. 
3.5. Recreate communicative 

situations. 
(7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.4; 7.2.A.1, 
7.2.B.1, 7.2.C.2) 

• How  do Italian and American introductions, greetings and farewells differ? 
Appreciate the difference and appropriate usage of formal/ informal mode. 

 

• “Forza Uno” (Capitolo 1) 
• Workbook 
• Supplemental Texts 
• Audio Dialogue cassettes 
• Cartoon strips (Fumetti) 

 
Interpretive 

• Listening comprehension of 
a recorded dialogue using 
paratext as the 
interpretative cue. 

• Identification of key words. 
 
Interpersonal  

• Work in pair: Reconstruct 
the correct sequence of a 
written dialogue.  
 
Presentational 

• Create and orally present a 
skit in Italian (in pairs) 
(rubric).  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric. 
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Topic:  Celebrating Italian Culture and Heritage Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 4: The student will be able to asking and saying where you live and/ or came from. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

4 4.1. Ask for place of origin. 
4.2. Give place of origin. 
4.3. Locate major cities on a 

map of Italy. 
4.4. Get a visual glimpse of 

Rome including Colosseo 
and major churches. 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.4, 7.1.B.1, 
7.1.B.4, 7.1.C.1; 7.2.A.2, 
7.2.B.1, 7.2.C.2) 

• How are interrogatives used in the 
structure of Italian questions 
(inquiring sentences)? 
Usage of subject pronouns in 
questions and answers; (how the 
position of subject pronouns might 
change the meaning of a 
sentence.) 
The ways to ask someone their 
city of origin. 

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 4  
• Workbook 
• Map of Italy 
• Audio Dialogue Cassette 
• Cartoon Strips (fumetti) 
• Supplemental Texts (including worksheets and handouts) 
• TPR 
• Visual Props 

 
Interpretive 

• Listening comprehension of recorded dialogues 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students interview each other asking their place of origin working in 
small groups 
 
Presentational 

• Interaction with individual peers in the classroom through Role Play. 
• Teacher gives student a card with a fictional identity (name/ city/ 

age) students go around the room asking questions to identify other 
people.  

• Scenario: You are on vacation in Italy, taking a train to your next 
destination. You want to have a conversation with some passengers 
and they are willing to talk. Recreate a conversation in which you 
and your fellow passengers exchange information about your 
names and places where you live. 

 
Assessment Tool: 
• Students’ performance evaluated using a rubric.  
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Topic:  Celebrating Italian Culture and Heritage Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 5: The student will be able to express their state of being. 

Su
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

4 5.1. Identify phrases 
(expressions) that indicate 
their state of being. 

5.2. Ask their peers “Come 
Stai?” (How are you?) 

5.3. Respond to “Come Stai?” 
(7.1.A.4, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.C.1; 
7.2.A.1, 7.2.B.1, 7.2.B.2, 
7.2.C.2) 

• How is expressing state of being crucial to social interaction? 
 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo I 
• Workbook 
• Audio dialogue cassettes 
• Cartoon strips 
• Teacher generated worksheets 
• Supplemental texts 
• TPR 

 
Interpretive 

• Listen and read a short conversation 
that includes state of being 
expressions.  

• Answer simple questions on 
conversation. 

• Review cartoons and interpret the 
characters’ state of being. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Work in pairs and prepare a basic 
dialogue that includes state of being 
expressions. 
 
Presentational 

• Act out the above dialogue as a skit in 
front of the class.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated 
using a rubric. 

 



 
Topic:  Celebrating Italian Culture and Heritage Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 6: The student will be able to understand and actively respond to classroom commands. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual 
Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

5 6.1. List and identify classroom 
commands. 

6.2. Respond to classroom 
commands. 

6.3. Give classroom commands. 
6.4. (7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.6, 

7.1.B.1, 7.1.B.2, 7.1.B.3, 
7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.3; 7.2.B.1, 
7.2.C.2) 
 

• How can the tone of voice 
turn a statement into a 
command? 

• How are commands used 
in our everyday lives? 

 

• Teacher generated handout with command phrases and classroom objects 
• Command picture cards 
• Activity sheets 
• Sentence strips 
• Matching game 
• Cruci-puzzle 
• Environmental signs & symbols 
• TPR 
• Student skit 
• Gioco Dell’ Oca – students play with dice and a board.  One student counts 

aloud, if he finds a command, he has to mime it.  If he finds an object, he 
has to say: “questo e … questa e’ …”  A mistake results in returning to the 
beginning of the game. 
 
Interpretive 

• Students will match picture cards to command statements. 
 
Interpersonal 

• In pairs, students identify and explain all commands used in sample 
dialogue selection. 
 
Presentational 

• Students will create mini-skits based on classroom, school and home 
activities where commands are often used.   

• After all skits have been presented students will compile a class list by 
categories used for future reference and evaluation.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using a rubric.  
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Topic:  A Matter of Time Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 7: The student will be able to correctly use present tense of verbs. 

Su
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f 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / Resources / 
Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

10 7.1. Identify regular –ARE, -
ERE, -IRE verbs. 

7.2. Use subject pronouns with 
conjugated regular verbs in 
the present tense. 

7.3. Conjugate regular verbs 
following patterns. 

7.4. Meaningfully use conjugated 
verbs in simple sentences. 

7.5. (7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.4, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.5, 
7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.2) 
 

• How do endings provide meaning to 
conjugated forms of verbs? 

• What is the role of subject pronouns in 
connection with conjugated forms of 
verbs? (When they need to be expressed 
and when there is no need for it.) 

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitoli 3/4/7 
• Supplemental Texts 
• Verb Cards 
• Pronoun Cards 
• Activity sheets (i.e. used with card with sections of sentences 

to reconstruct) 
• Realia 
• Verb conjugation grids 
• CLOZE 
• TPR 
• Charades game 

 
Interpretive 

• Students use text to search for a present tense verb(s).  
They then match them with the corresponding infinitive. 

• Completion of a diagram dealing with anatomy of verbs. 
 
Interpretive 

• Cooperatively, students describe scenes shown in a picture. 
 
Presentational 

• Working in pairs and using worksheets, students interview 
each other on their habits and report their findings to the 
class.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using a rubric. 
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Topic:  A Matter of Time Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 8: The student will be able to use definite and indefinite articles. 

Su
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / 
Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

5 8.1. List and recall definite and 
indefinite articles. 

8.2. Use the appropriate article 
in relation to gender and 
number of nouns they 
proceed. 
(7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, , 7.1.A.4, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.4; 7.2.A.3, 
7.2.B.2, 7.2.C.1) 

• What key rules govern the correct usage of definite and indefinite 
articles? 
Exploring functional differences of definite and indefinite articles. 
Rules that govern the form of definite and indefinite articles depending 
upon their gender and number. 

 

• Supplemental texts 
• Handouts 
• Flashcard 
• Grammar building worksheets 

 
Interpretive 

• According to the tenets of 
“inventional grammar”*, after 
reading a text full of articles, 
the reader guesses the rules 
that govern the form of the 
article and fill in the missing 
parts of a chart. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students work in pairs on a 
worksheet to connect nouns 
with appropriate articles. 
 
Presentational 

• Taking turns, students pick up 
a flashcard with different 
pictures of masculine and 
feminine and singular and 
plural nouns and match them 
with the appropriate article.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric.  

* In 1904 Otto Jespersen in How to Teach a Foreign Language introduced a 2nd language acquisition 
theory that he called 'Inventional Grammar' in which grammar rules are discovered by the learners 
themselves as they gain insight into the pattern of the grammar. 
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Topic:  A Matter of Time Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 9: The student will be able to learn vocabulary for classroom objects. 
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f 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

8 9.1. List and identify objects and 
materials commonly found 
in the classroom. 

9.2. Connect gender to 
classroom objects. 

9.3. Apply rules of definite and 
indefinite articles to 
classroom objects. 

9.4. Point out objects in the 
classroom using C’E’/ CI 
Sono (there is/ there are). 
(7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.4, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.4; 7.2.A.3, 
7.2.B.2, 7.1.C.1) 

• How do we identify gender and quantity in nouns? 
• How do endings of the nouns change  when forming the plural? 
 

• “Forza Uno” Capitoli 2/3 
• Supplemental texts 
• Sample picture cards 
• Gioco Deli’ Oca (Board 

game with dice) 
 
Interpretive 

• Students complete a fill-in 
the blanks chart using 
Italian children’s books as 
a reference. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students cooperatively 
work on a chart matching 
singular/ plural classroom 
objects with the appropriate 
article. 
 
Presentational 

• Gioco a Catena. 
• Students will use different 

manipulatives to ask each 
other where an object is in 
the classroom. 

• Conduct Review Activities.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric.  
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Topic:  A Matter of Time Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 10: The student will be able to use adjectives to describe objects and people. 

Su
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f 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment Model 

8 10.1. Define adjectives. 
10.2. List adjective by category 

and antonyms, including 
colors. 

10.3. Understand agreement of 
adjective and nouns. 

10.4. Use adjectives to 
appropriately describe 
objects and people. 

10.5. Use Essere (TO BE) when 
describing nouns. 
(7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.6, 
7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.5, 
7.1.C.3, 7.1.C.6; 7.2.A.3) 

• How do adjectives change when they describe a male 
vs. a female and singular vs. plural nouns? 

• What is the position of an adjective in an Italian 
sentence? 

• How can adjectives contribute to more detailed 
descriptions?  

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 3 
• Supplemental texts 
• Workbook 
• REALIA 
• Magazines 
• Worksheets 
• Verb charts 

 
Interpretive 

• Cloze – (fill-in the blanks with missing 
adjectives) 

• Match adjective with complementary pictures. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Game: Indovina Chi E’- taking turns, students 
think of a classmate and describe him/ her to 
everybody.  The class has to guess who has 
been described. 
 
Presentational 

• Acronym poster: Working in pairs, students 
make and present a poster introducing their 
favorite star.  They use an acronym made up 
of Italian adjectives that best describes their 
star.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using a 
rubric. 
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Topic:  A Matter of Time Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 11: The student will be able to use calendar information. 

Su
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es
te
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f 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings use calendar 
information. 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

6 11.1. Identify and list days of the 
week. 

11.2. Identify and list the months 
of the year. 

11.3. Ask and tell the date. 
11.4. Use the Italian terms that 

refer to the subdivisions of 
the day (Mattina, Pmeriggio, 
Sera, Notte) 

11.5. Contrast and compare 
important dates and 
formatting in the Italian and 
American calendar. 

11.6. Discuss typical school 
schedule time in Italy. 
(7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.4, 7.1.A.6, 
7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.5, 7.1.C.1, 
7.1.C.4; 7.2.A.4, 7.2.B.1, 
7.2.B.2) 

• What is the importance of the subdivisions of time in 
western and Italian culture? 

• How are Italian and American calendars organized 
differently? 

• How do the subdivisions of the day vary between the 
Italian and American cultures? 

 

• Handout 
• Calendars 
• Days of the week cards 
• Song on audio 
• Months of the year cards 
• Time expression cards 

 
Interpersonal 

• Students listen to a song and extrapolate the 
days of the week. 

• Students listen to a chant about the months of the 
year. 

• Students fill-in blanks on a worksheet as the 
listening exercises are repeated. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Cooperatively, in small groups, students use 
paper concentration plates to match Italian with 
English days/ months and read them aloud. 
 
Presentational 

• Cruci-puzzle: Students take turns in front of the 
class matching times of the day with typical 
activities related to it.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using a rubric. 
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Topic:  A Matter of Time Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 12: The student will be able to count numbers from 0 to 100. 

Su
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f 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

5 12.1. Recite, spell and use 
numbers 0-100. 

12.2. Add and Subtract numbers. 
12.3. Discuss Italian (European) 

currency system. 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.5, 
7.1.B.4, 7.2.A.4, 7.1.C.4; 
7.2.C.2) 

• What are the critical roles the critical roles that 
numbers and math operations play in everyday life? 

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitoli 1/ 2 
• Supplemental texts 
• Workbook 
• Number cards 
• Tombola (Bingo) cards 
• Cruci-puzzle 
• TPR 

 
Interpretive 

• Teacher calls numbers or shows numbers to 
students and students write down numbers. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Teacher writes numbers on the board. Class is 
divided into two groups.  Teacher calls a number. 
Students win a point when they able to repeat the 
number aloud and find the number on the board 
and circle it. (pg 132 Perrini) 

• Play BUM. Students play in chain counting and 
skipping certain numbers substituting them with 
the word “BUM”. 
 
Presentational 

• Students connect numbered dots to make a 
picture and shows it to the class.  

• Teacher alternating with students calls numbers to 
play tombola.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using a rubric.  
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Topic:  A Matter of Time Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 13: The student will be able to list and describe the seasons. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

7 13.1. Identify and list the seasons. 
13.2. Identify and describe the 

related climate with each 
season. 

13.3. Pair seasons with 
appropriate clothes. 

13.4. Ask “What is your favorite 
season?” and “Why?” and 
students are able to 
respond. 

13.5. Express likes and dislikes 
introducing the verb 
PIACERE with singular and 
plural nouns and verbs. 
(7.1A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.4, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 
7.1.B.5, 7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.2, 
7.1.C.4; 7.2.A.3, 7.2.B.1, 
7.2.B.2) 

• How do the seasons and the related climates influence our 
daily activities and our choice of clothes? 

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 7 
• Seasonal Posters 
• Seasonal Labels 
• Pictures. 
• Paper plates. 
• List of clothes. 

 
Interpretive 

• Read and understand a story about the 
months of the year  

• Match picture cards of the seasons with 
related objects. 
 
Interpersonal 

• In Pairs: Students work on a worksheet 
pairing seasons with the appropriate 
clothes. 
 
Presentational 

• Students using a paper concentration 
plate write the names of the months.  
Then provide a picture of each of the 
seasons and labels them.  Then orally 
describes each one of the pictures.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using 
a rubric. 
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Topic:  Out and About Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 14: The student will be able to describe weather patterns. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / Technology 
/ Resources / Learning Activities / 
Interdisciplinary Activities / Assessment 
Model 

7 14.1. List weather conditions. 
14.2. Use the verbs FARE and 

ESSERE with idiomatic 
expressions of the weather. 

14.3. Ask and give information 
about the weather. 

14.4. Discuss weather patterns in 
different regions of Italy. 

14.5. (7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.4, 7.1.A.5, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 
7.1.B.5, 7.1.C.1; 7.2.A.1; 
8.1.4.B.5, 8.1.4.B.7) 
 

• How do weather conditions influence our daily lives? 
• How does geography influences climate and weather? 
 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 7 
• Cartoon Strips 
• Workbook 
• Alternate text resource materials 
• Word search 
• Web sites 

 
Interpretive 

• Students interpret the captions that 
describe the cartoon strips. 
 
Interpersonal 

• In pairs, students observe and respond to 
math pictures of weather phenomenon 
with idiomatic expressions relating to 
weather conditions. 
 
Presentational 

• Scenario: You and your partner are the 
weather team on a popular TV show. 
Prepare and present a daily weather 
report, morning, midday and overnight for 
a date randomly assigned by your teacher.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using a 
rubric. 
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Topic:  Out and About Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 15: The student will be able to use a map. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

5 15.1. Read a map using the 
appropriate terminology. 

15.2. Become familiar with the 
layout of Rome, taking a 
virtual tour of the city. 

15.3. Learn about the history of 
10 famous Roman 
monuments. 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.5, 7.1.B.1, 
7.1.B.4, 7.1.C.3; 7.2.A.3, 
7.2.B.2) 

• What terms are used in a key to read a map? 
• What major monumental landmarks are in Rome? 
 

• Web site prepared by the 
teacher 

• Virtual web site of Rome 
• Worksheets 

 
Interpretive 

• Using a website of Rome 
students locate 10 listed 
monuments and indicate 
their location on a map 
using map codes. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Working in pairs, students 
fill-in the blanks with the 
information related to the 
assigned monuments. 
 
Presentational 

• Students prepare a 
presentation that describes 
and illustrates the 10 
monuments assigned to 
them.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric. 

 

 24



 
Topic:  Out and About Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 16: The student will be able to use descriptive adjectives for descriptive writing. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

10 16.1. Utilize adjectives to describe 
yourself and others. 

16.2. Create a descriptive 
paragraph. 

16.3. Discuss ethnic diversity in 
Italy. 
(7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.6, 
7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.5, 
7.1.C.1; 7.2.A.3) 

• What is the fundamental role that adjectives play in enriching the 
description of people and objects? 

• How does the ethnic diversity found in Italy differ between 
regions and recent immigration trends? 

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 2 
• Supplemental texts 
• Activity worksheets 
• Material for a diorama  

 
Interpretive 

• Students fill-in the labels on a class 
group picture after reading the 
description of each student on the 
picture. 

• Students review a chart showing 
ethnic differences by region and by 
immigration to understand Italian 
ethnic diversity. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students individually write a paragraph 
describing one of their classmates. 
The paragraphs are then read aloud 
and class guesses who is described. 
 
Presentational 

• Students create a diorama depicting 
themselves and orally present it to the 
class.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated 
using a rubric. 
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Topic:  Out and About Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 17: The student will be able to talk about parts of the body. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

8 17.1. Talk about parts of the body 
using appropriate 
vocabulary. 

17.2. Use the verb AVERE (TO 
HAVE) in the present 
indicative. 

17.3. Learn some expressions 
related to discomfort with 
different parts of the body. 

17.4. Write a paragraph 
describing a robot’s body 
parts. 
(7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.6, 
7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.5, 
7.1.C.1) 

• How do we use the correct forms of AVERE to express 
possession? 

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 4 
• Workbook 
• Supplemental texts 
• Cartoon strips 
• Activity worksheets 
• Poster to draw parts of a robot’s body 

and label them 
 
Interpretive 

• Students interpret the dialogue 
presented in the comic strip. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Students work in pairs and fill-in the 
blank captions under a sequence of 
pictures to create a dialogue. 
 
Presentational 

• Students draw on a poster to create a 
robot and label the body parts and write 
three sentences describing the robot. 

• Students present their work to the 
class.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using 
a rubric. 
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Topic:  Out and About Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 18: The student will be able to express ownership of items. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

6 18.1. Identify singular possessive 
adjectives. 

18.2. Speak using possessives 
and answer the question “Di 
Chi E’?” (Whose is it?) 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.4, 7.1.A.6, 
7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.C.3; 
7.2.B.1) 

• How do we express possession? 
• How do possessives agree in gender and in number with the owned object 

in Italian, rather than with the possessor as in English? 
 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 2 
• Workbook 
• Supplemental texts 
• Worksheets 
• TPR 
• Props 

 
Interpretive 

• Read and interpret a 
dialogue. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Work in pairs, using picture 
cues, complete a dialogue 
with the correct Italian 
words, then act it out. 
 
Presentational 

• Students will answer orally 
a question drill in front of 
the class based on objects 
belonging to the student 
and others.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric. 
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Topic:  Strictly Personal Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 19: The student will be able to discuss family members. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / 
Materials / Technology / 
Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment 
Model 

4 19.1. Identify roles in the family. 
19.2. List and recall family 

members. 
19.3. Describe family members. 
19.4. Discuss the cultural aspect 

of the family structure. 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.4, 7.1.A.6, 
7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4; 7.2.A.1, 
7.2.B.1, 7.2.C.2) 

• What are the roles of family members in the ever-changing modern Italian 
family? 

• How does the Italian family structure differ from the American family 
models? 

 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 3 
• Workbook 
• Supplemental texts 
• Family portraits 

 
Interpretive 

• Students label family 
members on a family tree. 

• Student interpret a 
dialogue about a family. 
 
Interpersonal 

• In pairs, students show 
photos of their families. 
The other students ask 
questions about each 
person in the photo.  The 
students record their 
answers.  Then the 
students switch roles and 
repeat. 
 
Presentational 

• Students will create their 
own family trees and 
present them to the class.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance 
evaluated using a rubric. 
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Topic:  Strictly Personal Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 20: The student will be able to describe rooms in the home. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary 
Activities / Assessment Model 

4 20.1. List rooms in a house in 
Italian. 

20.2. Talk about his/ her home. 
20.3. Discuss the housing models 

in Italy compared to those in 
the U.S. 
(7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.4, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 
7.1.B.5, 7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.2; 
7.2.A.1, 7.2.A.3, 7.2.B.1, 
7.2.B.2, 7.2.C.1, 7.2.C.2) 

• What are the characteristics of a typical Italian apartment or house? 
• How does an Italian home differ from an American home? 
 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 3 
• Workbook 
• Supplemental texts 
• Cartoon strips 
• Map 

 
Interpretive 

• Using cues from a written text, 
students label the rooms on a map 
of a house. 
 
Interpersonal 

• In pairs, one student pretends he 
just moved into a new house.  The 
other student pretends to be the 
mover.  The mover asks where to 
put furniture and other objects in 
the house from a list. 
 
Presentational 

• Students draw up a plan of their 
house and present it to their 
classmates and answer questions 
from the audience.  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated 
using a rubric. 
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Topic:  Strictly Personal Curriculum Management System 

Grade Level/Subject:  
Grades 7-8/ Italian IA 

Goal 21: The student will be able to discuss dining customs. 
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Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Sample Conceptual Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

15 21.1. Identify vocabulary for 
dining. 

21.2. Compare and contrast foods 
of Italy and the U.S. 

21.3. Discuss how geography 
influences regional cuisine 
in Italy. 

21.4. Discuss table manners and 
etiquette. 

21.5. Use the verbs “Mi piace/ Mi 
Piacciono” to express food 
preferences. 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 
7.1.A.4, 7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.1, 
7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.C.1; 
7.2.A.1, 7.2.A.3, 7.2.A.4, 
7.2.C.1, 7.2.C.2, 7.2.C.3) 

• How is food a central element in the Italian culture? 
• How does geography playa role in the types of food 

consumed? 
 

• “Forza Uno” Capitolo 8 
• Vocabulary sheets 
• Authentic menus from restaurants in 

Italy and Italian restaurants in the U.S 
• Restaurant props 

 
Interpretive 

• Student interprets a dialogue among 
family members sitting at the dinner 
table. 
 
Interpersonal 

• Working in small groups, students 
pretend to organize a party.  To this 
end they interview their friends about 
their food preferences, using a 
worksheet. 
 
Presentational 

• Scenario:  You are at an Italian 
restaurant. One student plays the 
waiter who takes orders from the other 
students who take the role of 
customers. Write and act out a skit  
 
Assessment Tool: 

• Students’ performance evaluated using 
a rubric. 
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Italian IA 
Grades 7-8 

 
SUGGESTED MATERIALS 

 
 
Resources for Students: 
 
1. Textbook - Sudenary, Michael. Forza! Uno. Minnesota: EMC/Paradigm Publishing, 2002. 
2. Workbook - Sudenary, Michael. Forza! Uno. Minnesota: EMC/Paradigm Publishing, 2002. 
3. Accompanying student's tape.  
4. Internet activities accompanying textbook and teacher produced.  
5. Lab tape accompanying textbook.  
6. Teacher produced materials.  
 
Resources for Teachers: 
 
1. Teacher's Edition - Sudenary, Michael. Forza! Uno. Minnesota: EMC/Paradigm Publishing, 2002. 
2. Textbook - Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Beginning Italian. McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
3. Workbook - Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Workbook/ Laboratory Manual. McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
4. Audio Media - Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Audio CD Program. [Student Edition] McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
5. Video Media - Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Video on DVD. [Student Edition] McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
6. Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Instructor’s Edition. McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
7. Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Instructor's Manual / Testing Program. McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
8. Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Adopter’s Audio CD Program. McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
9. Aski, Janice and Musumeci, Diane. Avanti!: Video on VHS. McGraw-Hill, 2007. 
10. Danesi, Marcel. Adesso!  2nd ed. Boston: Heinle & Heinle Publishers, 1996.  
11. Mallozzi, Moneti, Valentini. Amici: New York, MVM Publishers, 2003.  
12. Boselli, Claudia & Mirtilli Morgana. Superci@o.it: Brescia, Editrice La Scuola, 2005.  
13. Giuliano, Concetta & Heywood Wald. Italian is fun. NY: Amsco School, Inc., 1988.  
14. Giannetti, George. Pronto e Presto.   
15. Gruppo Meta. UNO: Cambridge Press, 1997. 
16. Ziglio, Luciana & Rizzo, Giovanna. Espresso: Alma Edizioni, 2001. 
17. Chiappini, Loredana & De Filippo, Nuccia. un giorno in italia: Bonacci Editore, 2003. 
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Italian IA 
Grades 7-8 

 
COURSE BENCHMARKS 

 
 
 
Course Goals: 
 
1. The student will be able to identify aspects of the Italian cultural influence on the world. 
2. The student will be able to recite the alphabet phonetically and pronounce Italian first names. 
3. The student will be able to use verbal and written forms of meetings, greetings and introduction. 
4. The student will be able to ask and say where they live and/ or came from. 
5. The student will be able to express their state of being. 
6. The student will be able to understand and actively respond to classroom commands. 
7. The student will be able to correctly use present tense of verbs. 
8. The student will be able to use definite and indefinite articles. 
9. The student will be able to learn vocabulary for classroom objects. 
10. The student will be able to use adjectives to describe objects and people. 
11. The student will be able to use calendar information. 
12. The student will be able to count numbers from 0 to 100. 
13. The student will be able to list and describe the seasons. 
14. The student will be able to describe weather patterns. 
15. The student will be able to use a map. 
16. The student will be able to use descriptive adjectives for descriptive writing. 
17. The student will be able to talk about parts of the body. 
18. The student will be able to express ownership of items. 
19. The student will be able to discuss family members. 
20. The student will be able to describe rooms in the home. 
21. The student will be able to discuss dining customs. 
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