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MMoonnrrooee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhoooollss  
Mission and Goals 

 

 
The mission of the Monroe Township School District, a unique multi-generational community, is to 
collaboratively develop and facilitate programs that pursue educational excellence and foster 
character, responsibility, and life-long learning in a safe, stimulating, and challenging environment to 
empower all individuals to become productive citizens of a dynamic, global society. 
 

Mission 

Goals 
 

To have an environment that is conducive to learning for all individuals. 
 
To have learning opportunities that are challenging and comprehensive in order to stimulate the 
intellectual, physical, social and emotional development of the learner. 
 
To procure and manage a variety of resources to meet the needs of all learners. 
 
To have inviting up-to-date, multifunctional facilities that both accommodate the community and are 
utilized to maximum potential.  
 
To have a system of communication that will effectively connect all facets of the community with the 
Monroe Township School District. 
 
To have a staff that is highly qualified, motivated, and stable and that is held accountable to deliver a 
safe, outstanding, and superior education to all individuals. 



 6 

 
INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 
Philosophy 

 
The Monroe K – 12 School District recognizes the global environment of our world and the subsequent need for world language 

skills. Italian IV will be offered as a world language option to all high school students in the Monroe K-12 School District who have 
completed Italian I, II, and III and are not on the honors track. As a planned program of instruction, the course will provide students with 
an intermediate to advanced level Italian Language opportunity. Emphasis will be placed on studying some advanced grammar as well 
as a continuation of a major exploration of culture including key authors, poets, artists, films, and music represented by Italian culture. 
Students will compare and contrast literature, study it with relation to its impact or representation of history during its time period, as 
well as study the social commentary of the culture the work represents. Other facets of the course will include understanding and 
communicating work situations, jobs and professions. Students will become familiar with general practices in the work world of Italians 
and make comparisons with other cultures. Students will discuss architecture, environmental issues, government/ rights/ responsibilities 
and how these issues are approached in the Italian culture and in comparison to the USA. A great emphasis will be placed on reading 
comprehension, communication (oral and written) of basic comparisons and contrasts, culture, geography, and some key historic 
events represented in art. Participation in this course will encourage students to become more versatile citizens of a global world by 
enabling them to communicate with other Italian – speaking citizens. 

 
 
The primary beliefs of this philosophy are: 
• A person who studies a world language gains empathy and increased tolerance towards others as a result of a broadened 

worldview that comes from learning about other cultures and peoples. 
• A person who studies a world language gains a better understanding of and appreciation for one’s own native language as 

well as the increased capacity to learn related world languages. 
• A person who studies a world language benefits from improved critical thinking skills and creativity. 
• A person who studies a world language increases performance in all aspects of learning, especially language acquisition, 

reading, and social studies. 
• A person who studies a world language produces higher ACT and SAT scores. 
• A person who studies a world language is more competitive in the global marketplace. 
• A person who studies a world language and culture examines one’s own personal values as well as civic responsibilities. 
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Educational Goals 
 

1. To recognize Italian as a major world language 
2. To explore everyday uses for the Italian language as well as the literary uses 
3. To read and appreciate literary works, including short stories, autobiographies, legends, songs and poetry, orally and in 

writing, and discuss how these works relate to life situations as well as enhance the understanding of the cultures they 
represent. Through targeted activities, students are provided with the motivations and means to express their own thoughts, 
experiences, and reflections 

4. To demonstrate competency in the use of spoken Italian and expand skills to communication about contemporary topics such 
as careers, history, government, the arts and the environment 

5. To compare Italian regional differences and dialects 
6. To initiate lifelong interest in the Italian language and culture 
7. To engage students in real – life situations in which they can utilize the Italian language 
8. To engage students in meaningful activities using the Italian language 
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New Jersey State Department of Education  
Core Curriculum Content Standards 

 
 
A note about World Language Standards and Cumulative Progress Indicators. 
 
The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages was revised in 2004.  The Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) referenced in this curriculum guide refer to these new standards and may be found in the Curriculum folder on the district 
servers.  A complete copy of the new Core Curriculum Content Standards for World Languages may also be found at:  
http://education.state.nj.us/cccs/?_standard_matrix;c=7 
 

http://education.state.nj.us/cccs/?_standard_matrix;c=7�


 9 

 
Italian IV Grade 11 or 12 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 
Quarter I 

I. Relationships 
a. Describing people in both their physical and psychological characteristics 
b. Talking about daily routines 
c. Reminiscing about the past 
d. Talking about relationships with family and friends 
e. Articles, nouns, adjectives, subject pronouns, present indicative, possessive adjectives and pronouns, imperfect 

indicative, present perfect, past perfect  
f. Natalia Ginzburg, Lui e Io 
g. Gianni Rodari, Tonino l’invisibile 
h. How to keep a diary 
i. Fairy tales 

Quarter II 
II. Career  

j. Formulating dreams and projects for the future 
k. Exploring the workplace 
l. Simple future, future perfect, partitive, direct pronouns and NE, conditional 
m. Formal correspondence 

 
III. Career and Global Economy 

a. Evaluating the Anglo-American influence in the Italian Culture 
b. Gaining an appreciation of the Italian image in the world 
c. Prepositions, negation, usage of NE and CI, indirect object 
d. Stefano Benni,Il dottor Niu’ 
e. How to write a summary 
f. Discussing the fluxes of immigration to and from Italy 
g. Comparing indicative and subjunctive moods 
h. Present subjunctive 
i. Past subjunctive 
j. Subjunctive versus infinitive 
k. How to express and advocate an opinion 
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Quarter III 

IV. Historical perspectives 
a. Appreciating the importance of local tradition in the Italian culture 
b. Exploring the strong cultural dimension of food in Italy 
c. Practicing how to give written instructions 
d. Analyzing the historical and cultural impact of Fascism in Italy  
e. Getting familiar with the artistic and social aspects of Futurismo and Neorealismo 
f. Piacere and other similar verbs  
g. Agreement of tenses in the indicative and subjunctive moods in compound sentences 
h. Past perfect  
i. Infinitive, gerund and past participle 
j. Informal and formal imperative 
k. Fare + infinitive 
l. Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns 
m. Relative pronouns 
n. Indirect discourse 
o. Recipes 
p. Italo Calvino, Marzo e il pastore and excerpts from the compilation Marcovaldo 
q. How to write a fairy tale 
r. How to report on a speech, dialogue, conversation and tale  
 

Quarter IV 
V. Environment and global economy  

a. Identifying the characteristics of the Italian economic system  
b. Discussing the new challenges that the Italian economy is poised to face in a changed world 
c. Impersonal forms 
d. Passive forms 
e. Commercials 
f. How to adapt  communication style to topic and receiver 

 
VI. Symbolism 

a. Exploring the major veins of Italian Art 
b. Getting acquainted with Italian musical genres 
c. Adverbs 
d. Comparatives and superlatives 
e. Indefinite adjectives and pronouns 
f. Giacomo Leopardi, Il sabato del villaggio 
g. How to paraphrase  
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  RELATIONSHIPS: physical and psychological description 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 1: The student will be able to describe people both in their physical and psychological 
characteristics and talk about their daily routines. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

7 1.1. Talk about themselves  
1.2. Describe other people 
1.3. Compare themselves to 

other people 
1.4. Talk about daily routines 

and habits to convey a 
sense of who they are 

1.5. Review form and usage of 
articles and nouns 

1.6. Use adjectives 
1.7. Use subject pronouns and 

the present indicative 
conjugation of verbs  

1.8. Use the reflexive form of 
verbs 

1.9. Read and analyze LUI E IO 
by Natalia Ginzburg 

1.10. Set up a journal and write a 
journal entry in which they 
compare their own 
experience within the 
perspective of personality 
traits 

(7.1.A.2; 7.1.A.3 7.1.A.6, 7.1.A.7, 
7.1.B.2, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.5, 
7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.2, 7.1.C.4,  7.2.A.1, 
7.2.A.3, 7.2.A.4, 7.2.B.2, 7.2.C.2,  
8.1.A.3, 8.1.B.5, 8.1.B.7, 9.2.A.i4) 

• When you meet a person for the first time what are the 
characteristics that you notice the most?  What do  body 
expressions and clothes reveal about a person’s personality 
and temperament? 

• What are your physical and temperamental characteristics? 
What are those of your classmates? What similarities and 
differences do you have? Can you meet your compatible pal 
in your class?  

• What do our routines reveal about ourselves and our 
priorities in life? 

• What do you know about Leonardo da Vinci and the subject 
of his famous portrait of Mona Lisa? What does the portrait 
tell you about the woman’s personality? What does her smile 
express? Why has this portrait fascinated so many people 
through the centuries? 

• What can you find out about Natalia Ginzburg and her body 
of work? How can our own personal characteristics influence 
the picture that we depict of other people?  

• Why is keeping a journal useful when learning a second 
language? What are some of the practical suggestions that 
might help you to set up a journal? 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Every person has their own individual 
characteristics. 

- Our daily routines often offer a glimpse of our 
own personality and values. 

 
 
 

NOTE:  The assessment models provided 
in this document are suggestions for the 
teacher. If the teacher chooses to develop 
his/her own model, it must be of equal or 
better quality and at the same or higher 
cognitive levels (as noted in parentheses).  
Depending upon the needs of the class, 
the assessment questions may be 
answered in the form of essays, quizzes, 
mobiles, PowerPoint, oral reports, 
booklets, or other formats of 
measurement used by the teacher. 
 
• Textbook (pgs. 1-38) 
• Internet (CRESCENDO’s website, 

chapter 1) 
• Realia 
• Pictures 
• Materials to make a poster 
 

Interpretive (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Evaluation) 
• Working in pairs students observe 

pictures of famous people and explain 
who the featured people are, where 
they come from, how they look and 
what they do. They then match the 
people in the pictures with adjectives 
listed on a separate sheet. 

• One student mimes one of the actions 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  RELATIONSHIPS: physical and psychological description 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 1: The student will be able to describe people both in their physical and psychological 
characteristics and talk about their daily routines. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

 
 

listed on a sheet of paper. The 
remaining students guess the action 
that is being mimed. Then in groups, 
students repeat the same game using a 
different list of verbs. 

• Working in pairs, students examine 
pages from somebody’s daily planner. 
Then based upon the activities listed 
and justifying their answers, they 
discuss the person’s personality, his 
daily routines and compare his routine 
to their own. 

 
Interpersonal (Comprehension, 
Application) 
• On the website page shown also in the 

textbook (pg.14) students read about 
Leonardo da Vinci and his famous 
portrait of Mona Lisa. They use the 
information on the web page to answer 
a questionnaire. Then, in small groups, 
they discuss the information they 
acquired and their opinions.  

• As a pre-reading activity for Lui e Io, 
students read the author’s biography 
and the first two paragraph of the text. 
They then brainstorm about the topic, 
the narrator and the characters in the 
story. Teacher use their answers as a 
lead-in to the reading. 

• Students act out vocabulary by playing 
charades. 

• While working in pairs, one student 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  RELATIONSHIPS: physical and psychological description 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 1: The student will be able to describe people both in their physical and psychological 
characteristics and talk about their daily routines. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

names an object and the other student 
answers naming a corresponding verb 
(i.e. le scarpe/ togliersi). 

 
Presentational (Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 
• In small groups, students write a short 

story from the point of view of the 
husband in Lui e Io. Students then 
present their version to the class and 
elicit a reaction.  

• Each student prepares and presents a 
poster that will illustrate one of their 
classmates. Prior to the poster 
composition the student interviews the 
chosen classmate using a prepared list 
of ten questions about his daily routine. 
Then, during the presentation, the 
student explains to the class the 
classmate’s personality. He must justify 
his opinions.  

• Scenario: La Nuova Coinquilina. You 
are an elderly lady, quiet and neat. You 
are looking for a roommate. A girl 
young, dynamic and messy shows up 
as a candidate. Act out the dialogue 
that ensues between you and the 
perspective tenant.   

• Students write an entry of their journal 
addressing the question: E TU CHE 
TIPO SEI? 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Relationships 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 2: The student will be able to reminisce about their infancy and early adolescence and talk about 
relationships with family and friends 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

7 2.1. Reminisce about their past. 
2.2. Talk about relationships with 

family and friends. 
2.3. Recount unforgettable 

moments and experiences. 
2.4. Use possessive adjectives 

and pronouns. 
2.5. Converse integrating 

conjugated forms of the 
imperfect, present perfect, 
past absolute, past perfect 
in the indicative mood. 

2.6. Read poems and fiction to 
summarize plot, characters, 
and themes. 

2.7. Research websites, 
magazines and biographies 
to get an understanding of 
the different dynamics in the 
Italian family model from the 
past decades to today. 

2.8. Debate the differences and 
similarities between the 
American family model and 
the Italian one and the 
Italian phenomenon of 
mammismo. 

2.9. Read and analyze a 
selection of Gianni Rodari’s 
fiction. 

2.10. Prepare an outline and then 

• What defines a happy childhood? What kind of influence can 
factors like family, home, friends and daily routines and 
privilege have in defining a happy childhood? Were you a 
happy kid?  

• What do Mammone and Nido mean? What do statistics about 
Italians who stay home longer compared to their European 
and American counterparts reveal about Italian society? 

• How has the relationship between parents and children 
changed in the past decades? Has it evolved in Italy the 
same way as in the USA?  

• What are the values cherished the most by Italian youths? 
What do they reveal about how they look at family roles and 
their priorities in life? Do American youths share the same 
values? 

• What do you know about Lorenzo de Medici? Does his 
famous poem QUANT’E’ BELLA GIOVINEZZA express a 
positive or negative imagine of youth?  

• How does the Italian educational system differ from its 
American counterpart? What are the pros and cons of both 
systems?  

• How does Gianni Rodari use the genre of children’s literature 
to actually talk about society and the individual? 

• How can we write a well-told story? What are the three basic 
parts of a good story? 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Childhood’s experiences often define our future 
attitude toward life. Family, education and, 
friendships all contribute to shaping who we 
become. 

• Handouts. 
• Vocabulary flash cards. 
• Flowchart of Italian school system. 
• Textbook. 
• Listening material 
• Pictures. 
• Technology 
 

Interpretive (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis, Synthesis) 
• Students describe Modigliani’s portait 

MARIA FIGLIA DEL POPOLO. Using 
the title as an additional clue they 
guess the woman’s personality and her 
past. They then compare Maria’s 
portrait to that of Leonardo da Vinci’s 
GINEVRA DE BENCI  

• Students collect old pictures of their 
family members to create a scrapbook. 

• Students read a magazine article about 
Rita Levi Montalcini. Then, working in 
pairs, they complete a graphic 
organizer indicating the main traits of 
Montalcini’s life (personality, family’s 
characteristics, her young years, 
milestones in her life).  

• Students, using a Venn diagram, 
identify similarities and differences 
between the Italian and American 
school system. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Relationships 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 2: The student will be able to reminisce about their infancy and early adolescence and talk about 
relationships with family and friends 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

write a short story. 
 
(7.1.A.1; 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.4, 7.1.A.5, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.1, 7.1.B.2, 7.1.B.3, 
7.1.B.4, 7.1.C.1, 7.2.A.1,  7.2.A.3, 
7.2.B.3, 7.2.B.4, 7.2.B.5,  7.2.C.2, 
9.1.B.2, 9.2.C.1,  7.2.C.2, 9.2.C.2) 

- The social and cultural context in which we live 
influences our perception of categories such as 
youth and old age. 

- To tell and listen to stories is part of the universal 
human experience. 

• Students, working in pairs, compare the 
lives of Lapo Elkann, Angela Missoni 
and Fausto Bertinotti as told in their 
biographies (textbook pg.45).They then 
use the information contained in the 
text to glean an understanding of how 
the traditional family has evolved to 
today’s model.  

 
Interpersonal (Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
• Play Charades. One student volunteers 

to be the Master of Ceremonies. 
Another one volunteers to go to the 
head of the class and mimics the action 
of one of the verbs listed on a handout 
.The MC asks CHE FA …? (What is … 
doing?). Whoever says in Italian what 
the volunteer is doing, goes to the head 
of the class next and mimics another of 
those actions. The MC asks again and 
students keep taking turns until they 
are able to name and mimic one action. 

• In small groups students discuss their 
likes and dislikes when they were kids. 
They then explain to the class what 
they had in common. 

• Students interview one of their 
classmates to find out whether, when 
they were kids, their parents were 
permissive or authoritarian. To that end 
they use a battery of questions 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Relationships 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 2: The student will be able to reminisce about their infancy and early adolescence and talk about 
relationships with family and friends 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

revolving around family routines. They 
then write a note to the teacher with the 
results of the interview. 

• Students discuss pros and cons of both 
the Italian and the American 
educational systems. 

 
Presentational (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application, Evaluation) 
• Students present their family scrapbook 

while their classmates take a gallery 
walk. 

• Students write a journal entry 
summarizing the information about their 
childhood as discussed with their 
classmates throughout the unit’s 
activities. They also explain how they 
have grown into adulthood. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 3: The student will be able to formulate dreams and projects for the future. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

10 3.1. Talk and write about their 
projects for the future. 

3.2. Talk and write about jobs 
and careers. 

3.3. Explore the working 
environment in Italy in 
comparison to the USA. 

3.4. Practice form and usage of 
simple future and future 
perfect of regular and 
irregular verbs. 

3.5. Highlight different ways to 
express the partitive. 

3.6. Use direct project pronouns 
and the invariable NE. 

3.7. Demonstrate understanding 
of the present and past 
forms of the conditional 
including those of DOVERE, 
POTERE and VOLERE. 

3.8. Identify and apply guidelines 
on how to write letters with 
different purposes. 

 
( 7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.4, 7.1.A.5, 
7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.1,  7.2.B.2, 7.1.B.3, 
7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.4, 7.1.B.5, 7.1.C.1, 
7.1.C2, 7.1.C.3, 7.2.A.3,  7.2.B.1, 
7.2.B.2, 7.2.C.1, 7.1.C.2) 

• How do we formulate projects in the short term (i.e. the 
coming weekend or the summer vacation) as opposed to 
projects for the long term (i.e. where will I be in my life in five 
years)? 

• How can a painting and a poem suggest the same universal 
truths (Montale and Botticellli, Fontanella and De Chirico)? 
How does a metaphor convey meaning? 

• How can our attitudes influence our future? 
• What benefits and challenges might you face if you decide to 

have a work experience in Italy? What difficulties or positive 
experiences, on the other hand, might encounter a young 
Italian working in the USA? Why is it important to know the 
culture beside the language of the country where you are?   

• What are the possible fields where you could work in Italy? 
What does that reveal about the Italian society? 

• What is the Italian attitude toward work? In what respects is 
the Italian attitude toward work similar and/ or different from 
the American one? 

• What is the LEONARDO program? How does such a program 
help in making young Italians more competitive in the job 
market? Is there or could a similar program be beneficial to 
young people entering the work force in the USA? 

• How is the “realta’ metafisica” applied in the works of Giorgio 
De Chirico? 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Setting goals, for both the short and long term, is 
part of our everyday experience and help us to 
stay focused. 
 

• Textbook 
• Supplemental Texts 
• Verb  and pronoun Cards 
• Activity sheets. 
• Verb conjugation grids. 
• Realia 
• Technology 
 

Interpretive (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis, Evaluation) 
• Students match pictures illustrating 

different people’s projects for the 
future with the appropriate 
expressions listed on a handout. 

• Students decide what images 
suggested by LA NASCITA DI 
VENERE by Botticelli are similar in 
meaning to the images evoked by the 
poem FALSETTO by Montale. 

• Students look at a series of cartoons 
and decide whether the characters 
express a positive or negative attitude 
toward the future. 

• Students read the title of a magazine 
article about work and predict a list of 
at least three topics that will be 
addressed in the piece. They then 
compare their results with those of 
their classmates. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 3: The student will be able to formulate dreams and projects for the future. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

- Different forms of art can express, through 
different metaphors, the same universal truths. 

- Understanding the local culture and mastering the 
language are of equal importance  if we want to 
function in a foreign country. 

- Having a working experience in a foreign country 
can help to shape a well rounded personality.  

Interpersonal (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application) 
• Working in small groups, students 

discuss their projects for the weekend 
and their next vacation. They then 
determine who is more likely to have 
fun or be bored. 

• Working in pairs, students guess the 
New Year’s resolutions that a list of 
people make to other people (i.e. a 
child to his parent). They then present 
the list to the class. The class votes for 
the most convincing and original 
resolutions. 

• Scenario: You are a fortune teller and 
will answer the many questions that 
your client, interpreted by your partner, 
asks about his future. Be sure to use 
the formal LEI. 

 
Presentational (Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation)  
• Students write a note to the teacher 

explaining how they predict their lives 
will look in five years. 

• Students write a horoscope for one of 
their classmates considering health, 
love and, money. They present the 
horoscope to the class. The class 
guesses for whom the horoscope was 
written.  

• Pick an internship that suits your skills 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 3: The student will be able to formulate dreams and projects for the future. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

and a write a letter of consideration to 
be accepted in the program. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV Goal 4: The student will be able to evaluate the Anglo-American influence on the everyday Italian life and 

gain an appreciation of the Italian image in the world. 
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

5 4.1. Assess the Anglo-American 
influence on the Italian 
culture. 

4.2. Explore the image of Italy in 
the world. 

4.3. Use prepositions. 
4.4. Use NE as a replacement of 

a direct object and 
prepositional phrases. 

4.5. Practice the several 
meanings and functions of 
CI. 

4.6. Use indirect-object nouns. 
4.7. Practice the various 

combinations of indirect-
object and direct-object 
pronouns. 

4.8. Read, summarize and 
comment IL DOTTOR NIU’ 
by Stefano Benni. 

4.9. Listen to commercials on 
the radio. 

 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.4, 
7.1.A.5, 7.1A7, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 
7.1.B.5, 7.1.C1, 7.1.C.2, 7.1.C.3,  
7.1.C.5, 7.2.A.1; 7.2.A.2,  7.2.A.3, 
7.2.A.4, 7.2.B.2,  7.2.B.4, 7.2.C.1, 
7.2.C.2) 

• What are the positive and negative aspects of feeling “citizens 
of the world”? 

• How does the influence of the American life-style manifest 
itself in the Italian language and culture? 

• Is the influence of other cultures evident in your country? How 
does this influence manifest itself? What are the positive and 
negative aspects of multiculturalism? 

• What is the image that Italy exports of itself in the world? 
• What is the image of Italy and the Italians in the American 

movies? What are the major stereotypes that still persist in the 
American public consciousness about Italy and the Italians? 

• What are the main differences between the Italian and the 
American movies? What are the characteristics of the 
Neoralismo? How is it tied to the Italian events of the “After 
War”? 

• What is your relationship to Italy and Italians? Why are you 
studying Italian? What aspects of Italian culture have touched 
your own life? 

• What are the peculiarities of Stefano Benni’s writing style? 
What is the role that irony plays in his writing? 

• How can we correctly summarize a text? 
 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Globalization and multiculturalism offer 
advantages as well as new challenges. 

- The North- American cultural influence extends to 
the everyday life of Italians. 

- Italy projects a conflicting image of itself abroad. 
 

• Supplemental texts 
• Handouts 
• Pictures 
• Technology 
• Materials to produce an advertisement 

poster 
 

Interpretive (Comprehension, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 
• Students eliminate the words that do 

not belong from a list of technology 
related vocabulary. They must explain 
why they do not belong. 

• Working in pairs, students interpret an 
advertisement for McDonalds made 
for the Italian market. They indicate 
what product is advertised, what 
slogans and imagines are used, how 
they differ from the American version 
of the same advertisement, what the 
advertisements reveals about the 
society that it targets.  

• Listen to several commercials on the 
radio and match each commercial to 
the appropriate product featured on a 
handout. 

 
Interpersonal (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application) 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV Goal 4: The student will be able to evaluate the Anglo-American influence on the everyday Italian life and 

gain an appreciation of the Italian image in the world. 
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

- Every culture has positive and negative aspects 
and experiencing other cultures is an enrichment. 

- The image of Italy in American movies is often 
skewed by enduring prejudices associated with 
Italy and Italians.  

- American and Italian movies express different 
sensibilities and ways to tell a story.  

 

• Students are provided with a list of 
American movies that are famous and 
appreciated in Italy. Taking turns, each 
student picks a movie from the list and 
indicates the name of the director, the 
leading actors, and a short summary 
of the plot. Then he presents his 
description to the class without 
mentioning the movie’s title. The class 
must guess the correct movie. 

• Working in small groups, students 
make a list of at least twenty five 
products and ten people that they 
associate with Italy and Italians. They 
then compare their lists highlighting 
similarities and differences. 

 
Presentational (Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
• Working in pairs, students create an 

advertisement poster for a product 
from their country for the Italian 
market. They present the posters to 
the class. The class vote for the most 
convincing. They must justify their 
votes. 

• Working in pairs, students pick an 
Italian brand famous in the field of 
design, fashion, food or cars. On the 
Internet they research specific 
information on the brand and its 
presence in the USA. They report their 
findings to the class.  



 22 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
da

ys
 o

f 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV Goal 4: The student will be able to evaluate the Anglo-American influence on the everyday Italian life and 

gain an appreciation of the Italian image in the world. 
Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

• Students write a journal entry in which 
they talk about their own experiences 
with other cultures and explain if and 
how they have been influenced by 
them. 

• Scenario: You a literary critic who has 
been assigned to critique on a 
television panel the story IL DOTTOR 
NIU by Stefano Benni.  Among other 
things, talk about the author and his 
peculiar style, go over American words 
and concepts as they are used in the 
story and explain how they are used 
citing specific examples from the text. 
Then review the story conclusion and 
state whether it is positive or negative 
and whether the story carries a moral. 
Support your arguments. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 5: The student will be able to discuss the fluxes of migration from and to Italy. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

8 5.1. Discuss the phenomenon of 
migration and the related 
concepts of tolerance and 
discrimination. 

5.2. Explore the realities of 
foreigners in Italy.   

5.3. Have an appreciation of the 
different experiences and 
circumstances of Italians 
who have migrated to 
different parts of the world. 

5.4. Be proficient in the usage of 
the indicative mood versus 
the subjunctive mood. 

5.5. Use present and past forms 
of subjunctive of regular and 
irregular verbs.  

5.6. Master the usage of 
subjunctive versus infinitive 
in dependent clauses. 

5.7. Relate their personal 
experiences with migration. 

5.8. Write a persuasive paper. 
 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.2, 7.1.A.3 7.1.A.4, 
7.1.A.5, 7.1.B.1, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 
7.1.B.5, 7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.2, 7.1.C., 
7.1.C.4, 7.2.A., 7.2.A.1, 7.2.A.3, 
7.2.B., 7.2.B.3, 7.2.B.4, 7.2.B.5, 
7.2.C.1) 

• What are the reasons why people make the decision to 
migrate? What are the challenges that an immigrant might 
face? What is the attitude that your country takes toward 
immigration: does it veer more toward prejudice or tolerance? 

• How have Italians reacted to the recent phenomenon of 
immigration to their country? Where do Italy’s immigrants 
come from? What are the difficulties that these immigrants 
face? What are the socio-cultural changes that Italy went 
through in the last years? How does the Italian government 
relate to immigrants? 

• What is tolerance and what is discrimination? 
• What is the history of Italian migration at the beginning of the 

20th

• How have you been affected by immigration? 

 century? What where the motives, destinations and life 
conditions of these immigrates in the host countries? How can 
that flux of migration be compared to the most recent flux of 
migration of well educated people from Italy (fuga dei 
cervelli)?  

• What is the function of the subjunctive mood in the Italian 
syntax? 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Immigration is a complex phenomenon that 
influences both the migrants and the host country. 

- Italy, from being a country of emigration, has 
become a destination of migration. As a result it is 
redefining its attitude toward alien cultures. 

- The Italian fluxes of immigrations, at different 
times in history, have different motivations and 
characteristics. 

 

• Textbook 
• Supplemental texts 
 

Interpretive (Knowledge, Comprehension) 
• Students rate (between 1 and 5) what 

in their opinion are the most 
compelling reasons for migration. 
They then compare their ratings with 
their classmates. 

• Students are shown a picture of an 
Italian crowded street in which a black 
peddler is selling his merchandise. 
Working in pairs they address the 
following questions:  Where are the 
people in the picture? Who are they? 
What are they doing? Why are they in 
the street? What day of the week 
could it be? 

• Working in pairs, students observe the 
movie poster of the movie LAMERICA 
by Gianni Amelio. They discuss the 
following topics: What is the subject of 
the movie? Is the movie a comedy or a 
drama? Is a new or an old movie? 
Why? They then log on the movie’s 
website and confirm their answers. 

 
Interpersonal (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis) 
• Working in pairs, students fill in a web 

graphic organizer with words related to 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 5: The student will be able to discuss the fluxes of migration from and to Italy. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

GRASPS Performance Assessment (synthesis) 
You are a journalist producing a documentary on the history of 

immigration in New Jersey. Prepare a list of questions and 
interview two of your classmates to learn about their 
background. After you have interviewed them, write a 
paragraph and then orally report what you learned about 
them and their past. Your presentation must include visuals 
and/or realia. 

Goal: Your goal is to illustrate the geographical, historical and, 
emotional trip that took your two classmates to New Jersey 
from their land of origin.  

Role: You are the journalist interviewing and reporting on your 
two testimonies. 

Audience: Your audience is made of Italian speaking members 
of a cultural society based in New Jersey who want to learn 
about the immigration history of New Jersey. 

Situation:  The assignment involves effectively communicating in 
Italian the experience of two people representing of a larger 
group of immigrant who faced challenges and unknowns to 
start a new life in a foreign land. Part of your task is to 
convey the richness of their experience and the contribution 
they brought to their adoptive country. 

Product, Performance and Purpose: Your work will be judged by 
the audience (your classmates) on a rubric which addresses 
the following questions: 

1. Did the journalist effectively illustrate: 
- The geographical path that led the two immigrants 

to the USA? 
- The emotional and cultural challenges that these 

two people faced while transitioning to a new 
land? 

- What artifacts and objects did they bring from their 

the concepts of diritti (rights), miseria 
(poverty), discriminazione 
(discrimination), solidarieta’(solidarity), 
and tolleranza (tolerance). 

• Students are shown a picture and the 
introduction to a magazine article 
about the experience of some 
immigrates to Italy. Working in pairs 
they make predictions about the 
article’s content. They then compare 
their opinions with those of their 
classmates. Finally, working in small 
groups, they make up a story about 
the past, present and future of such an 
heterogeneous group of people 
presented in the article. 

• Working in pairs, students prepare the 
profile of today’s Italian immigrates 
compared to the traditional one from 
the beginning of the last century. They 
have to highlight similarities, 
differences and the different nature of 
challenges that these two different 
groups of people probably face. 

 
Presentational (Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
• Scenario: You are a journalist 

producing a documentary on the 
history of immigration to New Jersey. 
Prepare a list of questions and then 
interview two of your classmates to 
learn about their background. After 
you have interviewed them, write a 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Career and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 5: The student will be able to discuss the fluxes of migration from and to Italy. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

land of origin? 
- What positive impact did their migration have on 

the community of their new country? 
2. Did the journalist: 

- Use visuals and realia? 
- Speak in complete sentences? 

short paragraph and report what you 
learned about them and their past. 

• Students write an essay on the history 
of immigration in their country. They 
talk about positive and negative 
aspects and they express their 
opinions in that regard. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 6: The student will be able to appreciate the importance of local traditions in the Italian culture. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

8 6.1. Explore the different local 
traditions that characterize 
the Italian cultural 
landscape. 

6.2. Appreciate the significance 
of dialects in the Italian 
tradition. 

6.3. Master the usage of the 
verb PIACERE and similar 
verbs. 

6.4. Use conjugated forms of 
past perfect of regular and 
irregular verbs. 

6.5. Use past infinitive, gerund 
and past participle in 
subordinated clauses. 

6.6. Become familiar with the 
biography and work of Italo 
Calvino, including a fairy 
tale from Fiabe Italiane and 
the compilation Marcovaldo. 

6.7. Write a fairy tale. 
 
(7.1.A.1; 7.1.A.5;  7.1.A.6; 7.1.B.3, 
7.1.B.4, 7.1.C.3, 7.2.A.3; 72.A.4; ) 

• What is CAMPANILISMO? How can we explain the 
attachment that Italians feel to their town of origin? 

• What is a dialect? What is the difference between a dialect 
and an accent? How do Italian dialects compare to standard 
Italian? Are there dialects in your country? How do they 
compare to the official language? Why dialects are still 
popular in Italy? What social function might they have? 

• Are Italian traditions similar to the ones from your country? 
How are they different? 

• What is Palio di Siena? Where does the race take place? 
What do you know about “contrade” in Siena? What is the 
Palio? 

• How did Fellini influence the Italian cinema? What does 
Amarcord mean? What is the movie’s topic? 

• What are the main characteristics of fairy tales? How do they 
relate to the popular tradition? Why are they important? 

• What is the place that Calvino occupies in contemporary 
Italian literature? What are some of his most important works? 
What do the titles of his books revel about the author’s style? 
How Calvino’s taste for fairytales relates to his vision of 
literature having a didactic purpose? 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Because of historical reasons, Italy expresses 
regional cultures that in turn produce different 
traditions and dialects. 

- Dialects, which are different from mere accents, 
while almost extinct in Italy, still perform various 
social functions. 
 
 

• Textbook 
• Supplemental texts 
• Marcovaldo by Italo Calvino 
• CD 
• Video 
• Worksheets 
 

Interpretative (Comprehension)  
• Students watch and listen to a video 

illustrating scenes from Venice’s 
Carnival. Then, working in pairs, they 
discuss season and location of the 
clip, people’s clothing (customs) and 
what they think that the featured 
people do to celebrate Carnival. 

• Students listen to and read the lyrics 
of the Neapolitan song ‘O Sole Mio. 
Then, working in small groups, they 
discuss the topic and melody of the 
song and scan the text for words that 
do not sound Italian identifying some 
differences between Neapolitan and 
Italian. 

 
Interpersonal (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Application)   
• Students watch the movie Amarcord 

and in a Cineforum style, they discuss 
themes and cultural implication of the 
movie. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 6: The student will be able to appreciate the importance of local traditions in the Italian culture. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

- Popular tales, fixed in their structure and 
characteristics, express the values and traditions 
of the culture in which they are created. 

- Calvino’s tales express his vision of literature 
having a didactic purpose. 

• Taking turns, students give the 
definition of vocabulary related to 
custom and popular beliefs. The other 
students guess the correct word. 

• Working in small groups, students 
make up a list of objects or gestures 
that, according to the popular wisdom, 
bring bad luck. They then compare 
their lists discussing similarities and 
differences. 

 
Presentational (Synthesis, Evaluation) 
• Students reinterpret a fairy tale from 

their country with an interesting and 
surprising ending. 

• Students prepare and present an 
advertising poster for the region in 
which they live highlighting its 
peculiarities and uniqueness. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 7: The student will be able to appreciate the strong cultural dimension of food in Italy and practice 
how to give written instructions. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings. 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

6 7.1. Identify historical and social 
reasons why the Italian 
cuisine has a strong 
regional peculiarity  

7.2. Explore the cultural aspect 
of food in Italy. 

7.3. Become familiar with the 
philosophy of the Slow Food 
movement as opposed to 
the Fast Food Italian style. 

7.4. Use formal and informal 
imperative, the verb FARE 
followed by infinitive. 

7.5. Review demonstrative 
adjective and pronouns. 

7.6. Give written instructions. 
 
(7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.5, 7.1.B.1, 7.1.B.4, 
7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.3 7.1.C.4; 7.2.A.1, 
7.2.A.3, 7.2.A.4, 7.2.B.2, 7.2.C.2)   

• What are the historical reasons for the “regional” peculiarity of 
Italian cuisine? Is regionalism a positive or negative aspect of 
Italian cuisine and why? What are the characteristics of a 
regional cuisine? What are the differences between Italian 
cuisine and that of other nations, for example, France? How 
would you define your country’s cuisine, regional or national, 
and why? 

• Why is it that often in Italian restaurants we cannot find the 
same dishes or they come under a different name? What are 
some of the main ingredients and characteristics of the Italian 
cuisine?  

• What is the philosophy of the Slow Food movement? What are 
the characteristics of Fast Food Italian style? What are the 
social and cultural implications of eating habits and tastes? 

• What are some of the steps to follow in giving written 
instructions? 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Food, a factor playing a major role in Italian culture, 
reflects the historic regional aggregation of the 
Italian territory. 

- Eating habits and tastes carry social and cultural 
implications. In this respect, the Slow Food 
movement, launched in Italy in opposition to the 
Fast Food prevalent in other cultures, reflects the 
Italian attitude toward life. 

 
GRASPS: Performance Assessment (synthesis) 
 Tonight you are throwing a party at your house. Write an e-mail to 
your classmates to invite them. Explain why you are throwing the 
party and what each one of them can do or prepare for the party. 

• Textbook 
• Italian magazines 
• Realia 
• Conversation on a tape 
• Advertisements. 
 

Interpretative ( Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation) 
• After looking at pictures of four 

different dishes, students explain 
what all these foods have in common 
and how they reflect the 
fundamentals of traditional 
Mediterranean cuisine. 

• Students are presented with a battery 
of kitchen tools. They have to mach 
them with their corresponding label 
and explain their function. 

• Students listen to a conversation that 
is taking place in a restaurant. First 
they complete a true or false activity 
and then a matching activity. 

• Students interpret data from a pool 
conducted among Italians about their 
preferences with eating. Students 
have to infer changes that are 
happening in Italian society, 
traditional trends that are steady, and 
the possible different outcome in 
answers if the same questions were 
asked to Americans. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 7: The student will be able to appreciate the strong cultural dimension of food in Italy and practice 
how to give written instructions. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings. 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

Finally, explain how to get to your house from school. Then 
exchange notes with a classmate and write a response to his/her 
note. Indicate how you will follow through, or ask for clarification if 
needed. 
 
Goal: Your goal is to write an invitation to your classmates to your 
party. In your note you give details on the party that you are 
throwing and you also make requests and suggestions. 
Role: You are the sender of the party’s invitation. 
Audience: The recipients of your note are your classmates who you 
are invited to your party. 
Situation: The challenge involves to use appropriate register and 
syntax in achieving multiple and different purposes. You need to be 
persuasive when extending the invitation, tactful and/or direct   
when giving suggestions, and detailed when giving instructions. 
Product, Performance and Purpose: You will write a note to invite 
your classmates to a party while making suggestions on what to 
bring and providing directions on how to reach your house. Your 
note must be appropriate in tone and follow the format of a written 
missive, including appropriate salutations. 
Standards and Criteria for Success: Your work will be judged on a 
rubric which addresses the following questions:  

1. Did you effectively: 
- Extended the invitation in a persuasive, polite 

manner, using the appropriate register? 
- Make your writing varied by alternating different 

syntactical constructs? 
-  Follow a clear pattern when giving instructions? 
- State the topics that you want to address when 

making requests or giving advice? 
- Conclude your note with the appropriate 

salutation? 

 
Interpersonal (Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis) 
• Scenario: Two American ladies who 

live in Italy would like to take a class 
in the local cuisine and ask you 
questions regarding the class. 
Answer their questions using the 
formal imperative. 

• Scenario: One of your friends is 
planning on going to Italy soon and 
asks you for information on how to 
eat in Italy. In your conversation with 
him/her talk about the Italian cuisine 
and the Italian eating habits. Then 
give suggestions on how eat slow 
food and/or fast food in Italy.   

 
Presentational (Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 
• Working in small groups, students 

pretend to be the owners of a new 
Italian restaurant. They decide the 
complete menu for the meal that will 
be served during the opening night. 
They present their menu to the class 
explaining to their classmates what 
they are going to serve and why. The 
class picks the most varied and 
appealing menu. 

• Scenario: You are a cook on a TV 
show from the Food Network. While 
preparing the recipe of the day, 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 7: The student will be able to appreciate the strong cultural dimension of food in Italy and practice 
how to give written instructions. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings. 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

 
2. Did you : 

- Typed the note in a clean format? 
- Check for correct spelling? 

illustrate the recipe using the plural 
imperative or the informal singular 
imperative. 

• Scenario: A friend who is a novice in 
cooking asks you for an easy recipe 
for six people. Write him/her exactly 
what he/she has to do. Don’t forget to 
explain also what ingredients he/she 
has to buy, where to buy them and 
how to prepare each ingredient 
before the actual cooking.  

• Scenario: Tonight you are throwing a 
party at your house. Write an e-mail 
to your classmates to invite them. 
Explain why you are throwing the 
party and what each one of them can 
do or prepare for the party. Finally, 
explain how to get to your house from 
school. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 8: The student will be able to analyze the historical and cultural dimensions of Fascism in Italy and 
the characteristics of Futurismo and Neorealismo. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

5 8.1. Analyze historical and 
cultural events related to the 
twenty years of Fascist 
regime in Italy. 

8.2. Compare and contrast the 
years under the fascist 
regime to the years of the 
after war reconstruction. 

8.3. Discuss aspects of 
Neorealismo in cinema and 
literature, including an 
excerpt from Alberto 
Moravia’s work. 

8.4. Use stressed pronouns. 
8.5. Use subjunctive and 

indicative in compound 
sentences. 

8.6. Relate speeches, dialogs 
conversations and, stories 
using direct discourse 

 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.3, 7.1.A.5, 7.1.A.6, 
7.1.B.2, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.C.2, 7.1.C.4, 
7.2.A.1, 7.2.A.3, 7.2.A.4, 7.2.B.1, 
7.2.B.5, 7.2.C.1, 9.2.C.1, 9.2.C.2) 

• What are the differences between a democratic government 
and a dictatorship? What are the main characteristics of the 
current Italian form of government? How they do compare to 
those of the USA? 

• Why are the twenty years of the Fascist regime considered 
among the most painful in the history of Italy? What are some 
of the elements that define fascism? What are some of the 
symbols and myths associated with fascism? How were the 
roles of men and women defined under the fascists? What 
was the role of the individual in society according to the fascist 
ideology? How has the role of men and women changed in 
Italian society? How was life during the fascist regime? 

• Is reality more interesting than fiction? What is the position of 
Neoralism exponents in this regard? What are the themes that 
define Neoralismo as opposed to Fascism? What 
differentiates a neorealist piece of work from a recreational 
one? What is the role of the intellectual in society? How was 
life immediately after war in Italy? And in the USA? 

• What is freedom? 
• How are the different tenses of the subjunctive used in 

combination with the indicative in compound sentences? 
• How does direct discourse compare to indirect discourse? 
• What elements in Moravia’s” Romolo and Remo” make this 

novel a typical example of Neorealismo? 
 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- The totalitarian philosophy of fascism shaped the 
historical and cultural events of the twenty years 
of fascist regime in modern Italian history. 

- The cultural movement of Neorealismo defined a 
new role for intellectuals in society. 

• Textbook 
• Supplemental texts 
• Workbook 
• Realia 
• Technology 
• Material to create a poster 
 

Interpretive (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Analysis, Evaluation) 
• Students look at the picture of a 

building built during the Fascist’s rule. 
They then identify symbols of the 
Fascist time that are evident in the 
building’s design and discuss what 
they represent. 

• Working in pairs, students complete a 
chart comparing and contrasting the 
Italian government system to the 
American one. 

• After reading the lyrics of the fascist‘s 
hymn (Inno squadrista), students 
compare it to the Manifesto del 
Futurismo identifying and discussing 
the multiple similarities. 

• Using an advertisement for sewing 
machines from the fascist years, 
students discuss the role of man and 
women in the ideology of the time and 
figure what has changed since then. 

• Students analyze statistics that 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 8: The student will be able to analyze the historical and cultural dimensions of Fascism in Italy and 
the characteristics of Futurismo and Neorealismo. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

 compare Italians in the late 1930s to 
Italians of today. Working in pairs, they 
discuss the evolution of life conditions 
in Italy and compare the way of life 
under fascism in Italy with the way of 
life in the USA at that same time in 
history. 

• Working in pairs, students read an 
excerpt from the novel Romolo e 
Remo by Moravia. They then identify 
all the elements in the novel that make 
a perfect example of neorealismo. To 
this end, they discuss the historical 
period of time in which the novel is set, 
the topic, the narration technique, the 
background, and the characters. 

 
Interpersonal (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Synthesis) 
• Students, taking turns, read the 

definition of one of the words related 
to the Fascist era. The other students 
match the definition with the correct 
word.  

• Working in pairs, students recreate 
and enact a conversation between a 
political exile during the Fascist era 
and his/her grandchild. 

 
Presentational (Knowledge, 
Comprehension, Analysis, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
• Students conduct research on 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Historical perspectives 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 8: The student will be able to analyze the historical and cultural dimensions of Fascism in Italy and 
the characteristics of Futurismo and Neorealismo. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

Neorealismo. They then report on their 
findings to the class. 

• In a jigsaw format, students research 
and report their findings about fascist 
ideology, fascist propaganda, and the 
way of life during the Fascism, the 
influence of fascist ideology on the 
everyday life of Italians, freedom, 
reactionary and anachronistic aspects 
of Fascism, and the importance of 
movies. 

• Students create an advertisement for 
a product from the fascist era. In 
devising the poster they make sure to 
reflect in words and symbolism the 
ideology of the time.  

• Students explore the website 
CRESCENDO chapter 9 and pick a 
scene with dialogues in a neorealista 
movie. They then report the scene 
using indirect discourse.  

• Students write a diary entry discussing 
what freedom means for them either 
on a personal level or from a more 
universal perspective. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Environment and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 9: The student will be able to identify and discuss the characteristics of the Italian economic system 
and the new challenges that it is poised to face. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

3 9.1. Describe the Italian 
economic system.  

9.2. Analyze the elements that 
make “Made in Italy” 
successful in the world 
including characteristics 
such as: small and medium 
enterprises, their family 
management, high quality of 
the products. 

9.3. Identify and list some 
problems peculiar to the 
Italian economy. 

9.4. Discuss the impact of 
globalization on the Italian 
economy and environment 
and some of the solutions 
devised to face it. 

9.5. Use impersonal forms of 
verbs and the impersonal 
construction SI+third person 
form of the verb. 

9.6. Express sentences in the 
passive voice  

9.7.  Gear and adjust their 
writing to the audience. 

 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.6, 7.1.B.3, 7.1.B.4, 
7.1.B.6, 7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.2; 7.2.A.1, 
7.2.A.4, 7.2.B.3, 7.2.B.5, 7.2.C.2) 

• What are the peculiar characteristics of the Italian economic 
system? How do small and medium enterprises fare in 
comparison to the big corporations in Italy? What are the 
factors that confer international success to the “Made in Italy”?  

• What has been the impact of the political, economic and social 
changes in the last years on the Italian economy? Is it a 
positive or negative change? Why? What sectors of the 
economy have been particularly tested? Did your country go 
through the same changes? How did your countrymen react to 
these changes? 

• What are the possible repercussions of globalization on 
national economies and the Italian economic system in 
particular? 

• When do we use the impersonal form of verbs? 
 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- The Italian economic system, with its peculiarities 
of small enterprises, family management and, 
high quality of the products, faces new challenges 
from globalization. 

- Globalization is having an impact on the world’s 
economies and the environment. This 
phenomenon urges for an understanding and 
ways to deal with it. 

• Textbook 
• Pictures 
• Realia 
• Worksheets 
 

Interpretive (Comprehension, Analysis) 
• Students compare data about exports 

in the UE from Italy and from China. 
They then discuss the new trend 
favorable to China and identify 
reasons for it and compare this data to 
the import/ export trends of the USA. 

• Working in pairs, students read an 
article about the current status of the 
Italian economy. Then they discuss 
topics such as the status of research 
in Italy, the current social and 
economic problems that affect Italian 
society, structure and management of 
Italian companies and, 
competitiveness in education as 
presented in the article. 

• Students listen to four radio 
commercials for Italian products. 
Then, they match each commercial 
with the picture that correctly 
represents it. After they listen to the 
commercial one more time, they also 
identify the characteristics of the target 
audience. They must list words and 
images that helped them to determine 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Environment and global economy 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 9: The student will be able to identify and discuss the characteristics of the Italian economic system 
and the new challenges that it is poised to face. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

their conclusions. 
 

Interpersonal (Knowledge, 
Comprehension) 
• Using the four corners technique, 

students engage in a debate on the 
opportunity of buying counterfeit 
products.  

 
Presentional (Application, Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 
• Students prepare a website for an 

American company that it is trying to 
break in the Italian market with a new 
strong export product.  

• Scenario: You are the mayor of your 
town. Some local enterprises are 
planning to move their manufacturing 
base to foreign countries to save 
money. Write a letter to the managers 
of these enterprises trying to convince 
them to stay in your hometown. Keep 
in mind that you personally know 
these people because you grew up 
together. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Symbolism 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 10: The student will be able to explore traits of Italian art, literature and music. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

3 10.1. Contrast and compare 
different periods and 
movements of Italian art. 

10.2. Explore different genres of 
Italian music. 

10.3.  Paraphrase a poem.  
 
(7.1.A.1, 7.1.A.5, 7.1.A.6, 7.1.B1, 
7.1.B.1, 7.1.B.5, 7.1.C.1, 7.1.C.2, 
7.2.A.3; 7.2.B.1, 7.2.B.2. 7.2.C.1)                                                                                                                                                                                           

• What are some of the most influential artistic movements in 
Italian history? 

• What centuries are identified with the Middle Ages? What was 
the political, social and economic climate during that time? 
What are the main characteristics of medieval art and 
literature?  

• Why are the Renaissance and Humanism considered the 
beginnings of modern times? What are some traits of those 
cultural movements?  

• What are the main differences between Baroque and 
Renaissance? 

• When was Opera born? When did it become particularly 
popular? What is it about? Who are some of the most 
important Italian composers? Who are some of the most 
relevant singer-songwriters in Italian pop music? What are the 
themes they touch in their songs? 

• What do we know about Giacomo Leopardi? In Il Sabato del 
Villaggio what is the poet’s attitude toward the village he 
describes? How is youth characterized in the poem? 

• Why is it useful to paraphrase a poem? What does 
paraphrasing involve? 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

- Italy has offered, through the centuries, a major 
contribution to the world’s arts spanning painting, 
literature and music. 

- Italian art has been influenced by the various 
civilizations that dominated Italy. 

- The three most influential periods in Italian art, 
namely Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque, with 

• Textbook 
• CDs 
• Workbook 
• Alternate text resource materials 
• . Web sites 
 

Interpretive (Knowledge, Comprehension, 
Application, Analysis) 
• Students are shown L’Italia 

dell’Unesco. It is a map of Italy which 
have highlighted sites that UNESCO 
(United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and, Cultural Organization) recognized 
as exceptional. Working in small 
groups, Students compile a list of 
some of these wonders, identify them 
on the map and explain which ones 
they visited, which ones they would 
like to visit and why. 

• Students read an article about Italy 
being the country with the highest 
number of cultural sites in the world, 
according to UNESCO. Students then 
evaluate the accuracy of eight 
statements made about the content of 
the article. They have to justify their 
answers citing passages in the article. 

• Students paraphrase the poem Il 
Sabato del Villaggio. 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Symbolism 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 10: The student will be able to explore traits of Italian art, literature and music. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

their innovative traits and characteristics became 
leading movements in the international cultural 
landscape.    

- Italian music, from Opera to modern pop, has 
evolved in parallel with Italian society.  

Interpersonal (Knowledge, Application, 
Synthesis, Evaluation) 
• Students interview each other on their 

personal tastes in music and discuss 
similarities and differences in their 
tastes. Prior to the interview each 
student prepares a list of at least eight 
questions. 

• Working in small groups, students 
individually write the names of three 
wonders, in their country that they 
consider exceptional and four 
adjectives to describe them. Then 
each student argues in favor of the 
sites he/she picked attempting to 
convince the group to pick those sites 
as representative of the group’s 
preference. Lastly the group as a 
whole presents the chosen sites to the 
rest of the class justifying the choice. 

 
Presentational (Application, Synthesis, 
Evaluation) 
• Scenario: Your best friend has asked 

you to join him for an Opera concert 
on Saturday night. You never liked 
Opera, besides Saturday your favorite 
singer-songwriter is performing in 
concert. In front of the class, reenact 
the ensuing dialogue between you and 
your friend. 

• Students write the names of three 
cities in their home-country that are 
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Curriculum Management System 
Grade Level/Subject

Topic:  Symbolism 

:  
Grade 11 or 12/ Italian IV 

Goal 10: The student will be able to explore traits of Italian art, literature and music. 

Objectives / Cluster Concepts / 
Cumulative Progress Indicators 
(CPI's) 
 
The student will be able to: 

Essential Questions 
Enduring Understandings 

Instructional Tools / Materials / 
Technology / Resources / Learning 
Activities / Interdisciplinary Activities / 
Assessment Model 

worth a tourist visit. As a group they 
make a list of reasons to justify their 
opinions. Finally, working in small 
groups they respond to the following 
scenario: An Italian friend would like to 
visit your home-country. His time is 
limited and he does not know which 
cities are worth a visit. Discuss with 
your group-mates what cities your 
friend should pick and then write him a 
letter indicating the cities and the 
reasons why that is the best choice. 
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Italian IV 
Grade 11 or 12 

 
SUGGESTED MATERIALS 

 
 
 
Resources for Students: 
 
1. Textbook - Italiano, Marchegiani. Crescendo! Second Edition. Boston: Thomson-Heinle, 2007. 
2. Workbook - Italiano, Marchegiani. Crescendo! Second Edition. Boston: Thomson-Heinle, 2007. 
3. Accompanying student's CD.  
4. Internet activities accompanying textbook and teacher produced.  
5. Lab CD / DVD accompanying textbook.  
6. Teacher produced materials and other resources.  
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Italian IV 
Grade 11 or 12 

 
COURSE BENCHMARKS 

 
 
 
Course Goals: 
 
1. The student will be able to describe people both in their physical and psychological characteristics and talk about their daily 

routines. 
2. The student will be able to reminisce about their infancy and early adolescence and talk about relationships with family and friends. 
3. The student will be able to formulate dreams and projects for the future. 
4. The student will be able to evaluate the Anglo-American influence on the everyday Italian life and get an appreciation of the Italian 

image in the world. 
5. The student will be able to discuss the fluxes of migration from and to Italy. 
6. The student will be able to appreciate the importance of local traditions in the Italian culture. 
7. The student will be able to appreciate the strong cultural dimension of food in Italy and practice how to give written instructions. 
8. The student will be able to analyze the historical and cultural dimensions of Fascism in Italy and the characteristics of Futurismo 

and Neorealismo. 
9. The student will be able to identify and discuss the characteristics of the Italian economic system and the new challenges that it is 

poised to face. 
10. The student will be able to explore traits of Italian art, literature and music. 
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