Minutes of the Special Public Meeting of the Monroe Township Board of Education held on May 23,
2018 at the Monroe Township High School

The meeting was called to order by Board President Kathy Kolupanowich at 7:00 p.m.
ATTENDANCE
Ms. Michele Arminio
Mr. Marvin Braverman
Mr. Ken Chiarella
Ms. Jill DeMaio
Ms. Kathy Kolupanowich
Ms. Patricia Lang
Ms. Dawn Quarino
Mr. Steven Riback
Mr. Frank Russo
JAMESBURG BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT
Mr. Paul Rutsky
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - approximately 17
After the Pledge of Allegiance a motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Ms.
DeMaio that the members of the Monroe Township Board of Education appoint Mr. Steven
Riback as temporary Board Secretary for this meeting in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:16-1.1.
Motion carried.
After the roll call, Mr. Riback read the following statement:
In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the Monroe
Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the
date, time and place thereof posted May 18, 2018:
1.
2.
3.
4.

At all schools,
Home News Tribune,
Cranbury Press, and
Filed with the Clerk of the municipality.

Ms. Arminio raised a concerned that there was only one public forum listed on the agenda. Ms.
Arminio stated that according to board policy there should be three public forums, therefore she
objects to the format of the agenda this evening.
MOTION TO AUTHORIZE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
A motion was made by Ms. DeMaio and seconded by Mr. Rutsky to approve the motion to
authorize professional development. Roll call 9-0-0-1-0. Motion carried with Ms. Lang recusing.

MOTION TO PARTICIPATE IN INSURANCE CONSORTIUM THROUGH NEW
JERSEY SCHOOLS INSURANCE GROUP
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A motion was made by Ms. Lang and seconded by Mr. Rutsky to approve the motion to
participate in Insurance Consortium through New Jersey Schools Insurance Group. Roll call 8-02-0-0. Motion carried with Mr. Braverman and Mr. Russo abstaining.

MOTION TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE FAIR FUNDING ACTION
COMMITTEE
A motion was made by Ms. Arminio and seconded by Ms. Lang to approve the motion to
become a member of the Fair Funding Action Committee.
Ms. Kolupanowich gave a brief synopsis of the New Jersey School Board Association’s
Advocating for Your District's Funding presentation that she attended last night which brought
about the resolution to join the Fair Funding Action Committee.
After much deliberation by the Board which included ways to get information from this
committee distributed to the public and how the Board should fight this fight, a roll call was
taken to approve becoming a member of the Fair Funding Action Committee. Roll Call 10-0-0-00. Motion carried.
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Braverman to sue the State for fair
funding. Roll call 8-1-1-0-0. Motion carried with Mr. Braverman voting no and Mr. Rutsky
abstaining.
A motion was made by Ms. Lang and seconded by Ms. Arminio to amend the previous motion
made by Mr. Chiarella, to develop a plan; including cost; timeline and desired outcomes in order
to bring to our July meeting to further discussion regarding filing a lawsuit against the State of
New Jersey. Roll call 9-0-1-0-0. Motion carried with Mr. Rutsky abstaining.
PUBLIC FORUM
Anthony Prezioso 8 Equestrian Way - suggested that the Board sue the state for discrimination,
as he believes that the district children are being discriminated against with the lack of State
funding they receive. Next, Mr. Prezioso inquired when Dr. Kozak received his letter stating that
he would not be renewed. Ms. Kolupanowich responded that it is a personnel matter and
confidential and she will not be speaking on it.
Victor Cooper 525 Abbott Court - stated that he supports Mr. Chiarella in his efforts to sue the
State. Mr. Cooper expressed support for Dr. Kozak’s contract.
Andy Paluri 16 Saint James Street – thanked the Board for the contract offered to the MTEA and
commended Mr. Rutsky for his knowledge and representation that he brings to the Board. Next,
Mr. Paluri provided an update from the fair funding committee and clarified some items
regarding suing the State.
Prakash Parab 33 Dayna Drive – spoke in regard to the lack of state aid funding. Mr. Parab
inquired about Dr. Kozak’s contract. Next, Mr. Parab inquired about the armed security guard
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policy and the homework policy. Lastly, Mr. Parab inquired what the next referendum will
contain.
Chrissy Skurbe 21 Preakness Drive – inquired about the policy regarding public forums during
board meetings. Ms. Skurbe also spoke in regards to suing the State for fair funding.
Krishna Tekale 11 Jake Place – inquired why the superintendent’s contract is a confidential
matter and the status and details of the superintendent search.
Ira Nelson 87 Crescent Way – spoke in support Mr. Chiarella’s idea of suing the State for lack of
fair funding. Mr. Nelson also inquired about the reasons the referendum was voted down.
Ram Ranganath 6 Owens Drive – inquired what the procedure was for the appointment or lack of
appointment for a superintendent. Mr. Ranganath also stressed disappointment with the progress
of the next referendum.
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION
Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Township of Monroe hereby moves to go into
Closed Session, in accordance with the Sunshine Law, Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 through 10:4-21), to discuss the following subject(s):


School Ethics Issues/Personnel & Matters Falling Within the Attorney-Client Privilege
with Respect to these Subjects.

Following closed session, action may be taken. The discussion conducted in closed session can
be disclosed to the public at such time as the need for confidentiality no longer exists.
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Ms. Lang that the members of the Board
of Education go into closed session. Motion carried.
Ms. Quarino and Mr. Russo were not in attendance for a portion of the closed session meeting.
Adjourned to Closed Session at 8:27p.m.
Returned to Public Meeting at 9:58 p.m.
Mr. Braverman dismissed himself from the meeting.
DISCUSSION REGARDING THE ACTING SUPERINTENDENT/INTERIM
SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH PROCESS
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Ms. Lang that the Monroe Township
Board of Education directs the Business Administrator/Board Secretary, through the Human
Resources Department, to initiate the posting for five school days, of the position of Acting
Superintendent of Schools. The position start date of July 1, 2018. I further move that in the
event that there are no qualified internal applicants meeting Board approval, the Board directs
the Business Administrator/Board Secretary through the Human Resources Department, to
advertise for five school days the position of Interim Superintendent of Schools with the position
start date of July 1, 2018. Roll call 6-1-0-0-3. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio voting no.
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ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Ms. Lang and seconded by Ms. DeMaio that the meeting be adjourned.
Motion carried. The public meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael C. Gorski, CPA
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
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