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A Message From the Superintendent!
Dear Falcon Community,
Fall has officially begun. Soon, the leaves and evening sky will start to offer a
palette of crimson red and burnt orange that will brighten our landscape and
deepen our appreciation for the change of seasons.
It is great to see students and teachers back in school and engaged in the learning
process. During my visits to the schools in the district, it is refreshing to see the
students working with their teachers as they learn about the world around them.
I have also enjoyed meeting many of you during Back to School Nights, and I hope
to meet many more of you during school and extracurricular events. Our Fall
sports teams have gotten off to a good start and I am sure our students will
continue to excel in the classrooms and on the fields and courts.
As you may be aware, our student enrollment continues to grow. This past
summer, we registered approximately 300 new students, in addition to students
who transferred into the district. Plus, new homes are being built and we expect
our student population to continue to increase for the foreseeable future. To
address the needs of our growing student population, we are looking for parents
and community members to join an Ad Hoc Committee. The purpose of the Ad
Hoc Committee will be to explore long‐term solutions for ensuring our schools
have the capacity to handle this increased student enrollment. Information about
how to sign up for the Ad Hoc Committee will be forthcoming in a future
broadcast.
In this issue, you will find important information about school and community
events, our new Facebook and Twitter accounts and important high school
graduation requirements. We hope to continue to expand our methods of
communication and I welcome your feedback on our newsletter.
As we move forward, we will continue to look for ways to build upon the success
of this great district, because, as I am sure you know, the road to success is almost
always under construction.
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On behalf of the Monroe Township Board of Education and the entire educational
community, I wish everyone a great school year.
Respectfully yours,
Michael Kozak
Dr. Michael G. Kozak
Superintendent of Schools

Monroe Township School Links
Click to view the
Calendar!
Brookside

Applegarth

Barclay Brook

Middle School

Mill Lake

High School

Oak Tree

Falcon Care

Woodland

Pupil Personnel
Services

Follow us on twitter!
Athletic Dept.

If you are looking for the latest information
on the Monroe Township School District
Sports Programs, including score updates
and highlights, simply text 40404 and insert
follow @monroeathletic in the message box.
Or, follow us on Twitter at @monroeathletic.
Click here: athleticdept

Follow us on Twitter!
M.T.S.D

Wow! Look at us...Another
Twitter account to follow. This
twitter feed will provide general
information about our schools
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and community. Simply text
40404 and insert
follow @mtsdfalcons in the
message section of the text or
Click here
Text Link

Check us out on Facebook
Monroe Township School
District would like to formally
announce the official opening
of our Facebook page.
Facebook Link

NJDOE Standards Review Survey
Attached please find a memo from NJDOE regarding the NJ Standards
Review Survey and Listening Tours. The NJ Standards Review
Committee and Subcommittees are looking for "input from educators,
parents, business leaders, and interested stakeholders who support
high academic standards of New Jersey's students." The memo
includes information about listening tours where DOE staff will travel
throughout the state to hold an open forum for community members to
share their concerns about the standards. The dates for the listening
tours are included in the memo and the survey is open until October 8,
2015.
Sincerely,
Dr. Dori L. Alvich
Assistant Superintendent of Schools
PDF NJ Standards Review

Graduation Requirements
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September 2015
During the 2014/2015 school year New
Jersey transitioned from the High School
Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) to the
Partnership for the Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC) EndofCourse assessments.
Students in the classes of 2016, 2017, and
2018 need to be able to demonstrate the
proficiencies in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics by
either passing the PARCC assessments, meeting the proficient score
on a substitute assessment, or by meeting the criteria of the New
Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) portfolio appeal process. A
recent memo from the NJDOE dated September 9, 2015 also extends
the aforementioned criteria to include the class of 2019
As we begin our 2015/2016 school year, students in the class of 2016
will need to satisfy the New Jersey state requirement as indicated by
the NJDOE of demonstrating proficiency in English Language Arts
and Mathematics in order to qualify for graduation. Proficiency in
these areas can be demonstrated by achieving a passing score on the
ELA and Math PARCC tests given in the spring of 2015. Our school
district will receive PARCC scores from the New Jersey Department
of Education towards the end of October 2015. Students who do not
achieve a passing score on either the ELA or Math PARCC tests will
need to demonstrate proficiency through a state approved substitute
assessment. The following chart outlines substitute assessments and
passing scores:
English Language Arts
Test
Passing Score
SAT  Critical Reading 400
PSAT Critical Reading 40
ACT  Reading
16
Accuplacer  Write
6
ASVAB
31

Mathematics
Test
Passing Score
SAT  Math
400
PSAT Math
40
ACT  Math
16
Accuplacer  Algebra 76
ASVAB
31

We encourage you to discuss this information with your child to
determine your child's perceived performance on the PARCC tests. If
you are concerned your child will not receive a passing score from the
PARCC tests, we encourage them to participate in the upcoming SAT
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or ACT administrations. Upcoming SAT testing dates are October 3,
November 7, December 5, and January 23. Upcoming ACT testing
dates are October 24 and December 12. If you should have further
questions, please contact your child's school counselor.

" Week of Respect " 10/5‐10/9
The Anti‐Bullying Bill of Rights Act P.L.2010, c.122 requires that the
week beginning with the first Monday in October of each year be
designated as a "Week of Respect" in New Jersey. School districts
recognize the importance of character education by observing the week
and by providing age‐appropriate instruction focusing on preventing
harassment, intimidation and/or bullying (HIB). All of our schools will
honor the Week of Respect with lessons, team building programs and
spirit activities. During this week students will display their "good
character traits". Throughout the year they will be encouraged to
continue to make good choices and be kind to one another.
Transportation Update:
We have been working to improve the timely arrival of all buses to our
schools. Contractor drivers have received additional training and
updated route lists. At the last board of education meeting, Doug
Guillen presented data on the improvement of bus arrivals from week 1
to week 2. Here is the link to the slides presented at the Board of
Education Meeting on September 16, 2015. The slides show the
improvement in buses being on time for Week 1 and Week 2 of school.
Week 1 included 2 full school days and week 2 consisted of 4 full
schools days. The blue bar on the graph represents the number of
routes for each school. The orange bar on the graph represents the
number of late buses. Week 2 shows 30 buses late at the Middle
School; 28 of those buses arrived between the 8:05 bus dismissal and
the 8:10 homeroom bell.
Click here: Bus Route

Community‐School Events!
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Exciting....
Things....
Happening!
Monroe Township Presents

Home Coming
Tail Gate!

September 25th
4PM‐7PM @ The Middle School
Read More..Home Coming !

6th Annual Green Fair
Saturday ‐ Oct. 3, 2015
10 a.m. ‐ 3 p.m.
Oak Tree School
226 Applegarth Road

Shredder Truck, Freecycling, Games and Storytimes for Kids,
Flu Shots, Hybrid and Electric Vehicles, Bicycle Rodeo,
Community Gardens, Solar Energy, Farmers Market, Native
Plants, Eco‐Friendly Cleaning Products, Healthy Living, Blood
Pressure and Cholesterol Testing, Sustainable NJ, Authentic
Mexican Food by Taqueria Maria. Tour the Oak Tree School‐and
So Much More!
For More Information Visit: www.monroetwp.com

Matt
Collura

5K

5

As many of you are now familiar,
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it has become a yearly event (5th Annual)
for the "Matt Collura 5K" which will be held
on Sunday, October 11, 2015 in Thompson
Park, Monroe Township, NJ. This is a
great event and that a lot of great
volunteers put on so that Matt is able to
receive utilizing funds raised from this 5K.
In March 2011, Matt Collura suffered a
traumatic brain injury while snowboarding,
and though his doctors believe he may
never walk or talk again, MATT
CONTINUES TO DEFY THE ODDS!!!!
Thanks to Matt's unwavering determination,
the support of his family & friends, and the
intense physical, occupational & speech
therapy he is able to continue all of this
and has made unbelievable strides in his
recovery.
It's a funfilled day for runners,
walkers, families, and anyone who
appreciates giving to a worthy cause.
Participants are invited to run, walk, or
simply enjoy a barbecue & entertainment
while supporting an individual to whom this event means the world! So, please
join us and let's have some fun!!! Unable to attend the day's event? You can still
contribute by making a donation.....for more information and to register for the
5th Annual Matt Collura 5K, please visit mattcollura5k.com . . . . . and see the
impact of all that you give.......giving is more than just money...giving is the effort
you put in...it's the time you spend...it's your voice when you spread the word and
giving is working together to make a bigger difference! Thanks in advance for
your thoughtfulness, generosity and making a bigger difference for Matt! Also,
this is being sent on behalf of Mr. Lew Stonaker and he hopes to see you there!!!
J
This message was approved by Dr. Michael G. Kozak, Superintendent of
Schools....Thank you!
For more information and to register for the 5th Annual Matt Collura 5K, please
visit mattcollura5k.com.

Join Us at MTHS
Haunted High School...
WE'RE BACK! You're invited to join the ghouls and goblins at the
2nd

Annual MTHS HAUNTED HIGH SCHOOL celebration

Sponsored by the MTHS Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
WHEN: Wednesday, October 28, 2015
5:30 pm 7:30 pm
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WHERE: Monroe Township High School
200 Schoolhouse Road, Monroe Township, NJ 08831
Join us for an evening of FUN! Designated "HAUNTED" areas will be scattered throughout
the first floor for ghoulish sounds, trickortreating, crafts, games, stories and MORE!
Classrooms will be decorated by various organizations/groups/clubs and classes from Monroe
Township High School!
Township resident children are invited to wear their costumes and "TrickorTreat" in a barrier
free and safe environment.
Admission is $5 per child (elementary school aged children 11 and under)
Proceeds will be donated to the Mama Mare Breast Cancer foundation, in honor of Breast
Cancer Awareness month.

*PreRegistration is RECOMMENDED
Click Here!
If you have any questions or would like more information, please email
Deanna Dale, FBLA Advisor: deanna.dale@monroe.k12.nj.us

Don't be SCARED!
Join us at "MTHS Haunted High School"

Announcements
Mill Lake School:
Last Friday we had our first School Spirit Event:
Paint Mill Lake Purple and Goal. It was a huge
success and Mill Lake was virtually a sea of purple
and gold with plenty of school spirit pride to go
around!
This Friday in support of the Monroe Township
Homecoming Event, we will be hosting team jersey day!
Applications will be going out to third grade students shortly as we will be establishing our
first Student Council Panel at Mill Lake who will be appropriately named the "Founding
Fathers". These students will be organizing events with the school community, philanthropic
events, and amongst the student body!
Best,
Kristen Mignoli
Principal
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Child Safety Guidelines for Parents
By taking responsibility for your children's online
computer use, parents can greatly minimize any
potential risks of being online. Make it a family rule
to: Read More Internet safety

Monroe Township Police Department
Middlesex County, New Jersey

Let's Give A Warm Welcome To Our New Superintendent ...
Dr. Michael Kozak

STAY CONNECTED:

Monroe Township School District
7325211500
http:/www.Monroe.k12.nj.us

Thanks again for your continued support.
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