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WHY A READINESS
ASSESSMENT?
• Our AP assessment tool helps assure we fulfill the promise we
make to our students and families to identify and support proper
course sequencing aimed at promoting the success of all learners!
• This assessment aids us in distinguishing students who:
 Demonstrate promise framed around exam expectations for
metacognitive capacity to think, reason, apply logic and
successfully analyze, interpret scientific content and craft data;
 Demonstrate mathematical/science content mastery AND
readiness to grapple with highly complex, college-level, disciplinespecific challenges geared well-beyond our Honors level.
Instruction and laboratory work is briskly-paced and focused on
the College Board AP examination readiness.

Readiness Assessment
• This assessment is completely voluntary.
• If your child is invited to enroll in the course you
will have a limited window to make the necessary
schedule change.
• If you choose not to enroll in the course or your child
is not invited to participate this year your child’s
schedule will remain the same.
• There is no review material for this assessment.

Introduction to
AP Biology
• This course will meet everyday throughout the school year
in preparation for the AP examination. Advanced
Placement Biology is designed for the student who plans to
continue their education in the life science field. This is a
rigorous course equivalent to a college level biology course.
The curriculum will emphasize independent thinking skills
in the areas of the Molecules and Cells, Heredity and
Evolution and Organisms and Populations. Topics include
chemistry of life, cells and cellular energies, heredity,
molecular genetics, evolutionary biology, diversity of
organisms, structure and functions of plants and animals
and ecology.

Matching students
with Expectations
• AP Courses by nature are extremely rigorous and
time consuming.
• These are college level courses and students are
expected to perform on the college level.
• Students will be placed in AP classes with
upperclassman. Based on what the AP course
examinations require, all students must be held to the
same standards to assure assessment-readiness by
May 2017.

How Rigorous?
• AP students in the Sciences can expect a minimum of
2 hours per evening of homework.
• Additional study time will also be needed.
• The AP Courses move very quickly. In some cases
covering 4-5 chapters of material in a single week.

AP Examination
• In May the College Board offers an exam in both AP
Biology and AP Chemistry.
• Students can score between a 1-5; 5 is the highest score
illustrating mastery.
• It is at the discretion of the individual college, university
or institution to determine whether or not credit will be
given.

Performance Points
• Students are given 6 points in their overall weighted
GPA for taking an AP course.
• These points are not added to the overall marking
period average. They are added to the weighted
GPA.

Data
• Number of students enrolled in AP Biology 2015-2016: 5
• Overall Student Average: 75
• Number of students enrolled in AP Biology 2016-2017: 4
• Overall Student Average at this time: 70’s

Shared
Student Experiences

“AP Biology is, obviously, an AP course, and there are certain
expectations in the class. The workload is heavy, with a decent
number of hours of homework on a regular basis. Some selfteaching is also involved, and being able to learn from textbooks
and being able to utilize other online resources is important. We
do multiple labs throughout the year, and there is a lot of work
that must go into them. The tests can be quite difficult and
lengthy, so learning to test under time constraints is crucial. The
material can be rather complex and hard to understand, and we
do move through it fairly quickly. Though, as freshman, I did
not take regular or honors bio, I did not feel particularly
disadvantaged. Prior knowledge from middle and elementary
school is enough, and I was able to pick up the rest of the
concepts as we went through. Despite the amount of effort that
must be put in, the class is very enjoyable. For someone who
enjoys science, taking this class is a good idea.”

“AP Biology is a college level course. Therefore, this course
will prepare the students for college and is taken by students of
all grades from freshmen to seniors. In addition, the class
moves very fast in comparison to regular or honors bio which
is the other science classes available to freshmen. The
expectations are the same if not similar to a college course,
therefore hours of homework are not uncommon. Another
expectation is that students are able to self teach themselves
since majority of the students that are taking the class have
already taken biology in a previous year. Thus, an expectation
is that students already know the basics of biology.
However, the incoming freshmen have not taken biology yet,
and so a class expectation that’s more specific to the incoming
freshmen is that they are able to teach themselves.”

Some things that you should know:
“The class is mixed (there are freshmen, sophomores, juniors,
and seniors). Also, The AP test is now optional, and costs $92.
The beginning of the class can be challenging, so make sure to
study. Expect 2-3 hours of studying and homework per day. In
addition, expect to get 8-13 page packets of homework. The
class goes very into to detail, so every process must be known.
Expect to not have any reviews or study guides for tests and
quizzes. Good luck!”
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